■:"'L 

:■-*  /*§• 


. 


j\l as-CLj 


* 


V  :k 


S' 


f- '• 


m 


r^a- 


Class  909  Book  Sat'S  4: 

Volume  18 


P  ENNSYLVANIA 

State  Library 


Ml* 


1^  V‘.f  ,'i'"  *  A^^Sfi 
.<4w'  ■  -  ■  :■,  :;•  "■■  ~  ■  -  - 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
In  2019  with  funding  from 

This  project  Is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/vol18modemhisto00salr 


Modern  Hiftory : 

OR,  THE 

P RESENT  STATE 

All  NATION'S. 

DESCRIBING 

—  .  .  .  <  <  j 

Their  refpe&ive  Situations,  Perfbns,  Habits, 
Buildings ,  Manners ,  Laws  and  Cuftoms , 
Religion  and  Policy,  Arts  and  Sciences,  Trades, 
Manufactures  and  Hufbandry,  Plants,  Animals 
and  Minerals. 

By  Mr.  SALMON \ 

—  ■■  iw'iioii  >■■  i  i  '%  ■■■■.■■  Ml  ■  n. 

VOL.  XVIII. 

Contains  the  HISTORY  of  ENGLAND, 
from  the  Reign  of  R I C  HA  R  D  II.  to  that  of 
HENRTVIU.  being  about  the  Space  of  150  Years. 
With  Reflections  on  the  Partiality  and  Errors  in  a  late 
H ISTORX  publifh’d  under  the  Name  of 
RAT  IN 


Illuftratcd  with  Cuts. 


LONDON; 

Printed  for  Tno.  Wottoh,  at  the  Three  Daggers 
and  Sateen's  Head  againft  St.  Dunflans  Church  5 
J.  Shtjckbtjrgh,  near  the  Inner  Temple-  Gate  j 
both  in  Fleet-Street :  and  T.  Osborne,  in  Grays- 
Inn.  MDCCXXXI1I. 


THE 

CONTENTS 


3  to  t  n 

9  3  3  0 

0  3  0  O  > 


»»  »» 


OF  THE 


Eighteenth  Volume. 


CHAP.  XXII. 
OBTAINS  the  Keign  of  R  I- 
CHARD  II.  Page! 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  HENRY  IV.  50 
CHAP  XXIV 

Contains  the  Reign  of  HEN  RY  V.  88 

CHAP.  XXV. 

Contains  the  Reign  c/HEN RY  VI.  134 
C  II  A  P.  XXVI. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  E  D  WA  R  D  IV.  217 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  EDWARD  V.  272. 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  RICHARD  III.  289 

CHAP.  XXIX. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  HEN  RY  VI 1.  3 1 2 


CHAP  XXX 

Contains  part  of  the  Reign  of  HENRY  VIII. 

35476  389 

Order 


Order  of  placing  the  CU  f  & 


j/^ING  RICHARD  II. 
JL 

Page  i 

King  HENRY  IV. 

King  HENRY  V. 

88 

King  HENRY  VI. 

*34 

King  EDWARD  IV; 

King  EDWARD  V. 

272 

King  RICHARD  HE 

289 

King  HENRY  VII. 

312 

King  HENRY  VIII 

389 

\ 


I 


#####  ,  t  ##### 


THE 


HISTORY 


O  F 


ENGLAND. 


CHAP.  XXII. 


Contains  the  Reign  ^Richard  II. 


PON  the  Demife  of  the^-0-i377 
Crown,  Richard  the  only  “  ~ 

furviving  Son  of  Edward 
/£<?  Evince ,  and 

Grandfon  of  the  late  King 
Edward  III.  was  unani-  K;ng 
moufly.  recogniz’d  and  chard's, 
proclaim’d  King  of  Eng-  Acceffion. 
land.  The  Privy  Council,  with  the  Concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
taking  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  into  their  Hands  at  the  King’s  Acceffi¬ 
on,  who  was  then  but  in  the  eleventh  Year  of 
his  Age,  and  no  Guardian  affign’d  him  by  his 
Grandfather  :  The  firft  thing  agreed  on,  was 
to  make  Preparations  for  the  King’s  Corona-  His  Coro- 
tion,  which  was  perform’d  on  the  1 6th  of  Ju-  nation. 
ly,  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  in  IVeft- 
Vol.  XVIII.  B  minjter - 


a. 


T’he  History  of  England, 

^■D.  1377  rninfler- Abbey ,  when  Thomas  of  Woodftock,  one 
~  of  the  King’s  Uncles  was  created  Earl  of 

Si  I  iv .  2 .  0 

Buckingham  •,  the  Lord  Guifchard  de  Angou- 
Creations  lefme,  his  Governor,  Earl  of  Huntington  -,  the 
q[  the  No-  Lord  Tho.  Mowbray  Earl  of  Nottingham  •,  and 
Henry  Percy  Earl  Marfhal,  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland.  The  Solemnity  of  the  Coronation 
being  over,  the  Privy  Council  and  the  Peers 
A  Regency  affembled  the  Day  after,  and  appointed  twelve 
appointed.  perfons  to  take  upon  them  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Government,  (viz.)  2  Bifhops, 
2  Earls,  2  Barons,  2  Bannerets,  and  4 
Knights  Batchelors,  as  appears  by  an  A6t  of 
State  in  Rymer's  Feeder  a,  dated  the  20  th  of 
July,  1377.  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  none 
of  the  King’s  three  Uncles  were  of  the  Num¬ 
ber,  tho’  they  had  the  greateft  Share  of  the 
Government  in  their  Hands,  and  indeed  the 
Direction  of  the  twelve  Regents  •,  but  they 
feem  induftrioufly  to  have  avoided  tranfadfing 
any  thing  in  their  own  Names,  that  they 
might  give  no  Colour  to  a  Surmife  which  was 
become  pretty  general  already,  that  fame  of 
them  had  a  debgn  upon  the  Crown. 

The  French  In  the  mean  time,  the  French  taking  Ad- 

b.irn  the  vantage  of  the  King’s  Minority,  and  the  un- 
Fcwnson  State  of  Aftairs  in  England ,  equipp’d 

tae  oa  1.  ouJ.  ^  Fleet,  infulted  the  Coaft,  and  burnt 
the  Town  of  Rye  before  the  Coronation  was 
well  over,  and  the  Minifcry  ftill  making  no 
Preparations  for  their  Defence  by  .Sea  or 
Land,  they  return’d  again  in  Augujl,  ravag’d 
the  IJle  of  Wight,,  and  oblig’d  the  Inhabitants 
to  pay  them  1000  Marks  for  fp'aring  their 
Houfes,  Carifbrook-Caftle  only  efcap’d,  which 
was  bravely  defended  by  Sir  Hugh  dyrrel. 
The  Enemy  afterwards  burnt  Haftings3  Portf- 
mouth ,  Dartmouth ,  and  Plimouth  ;  and  the 

Prior 
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Prior  of  Lewis  in  Sujjex ,  who  engag’d  them  A.D.i^jy 

with  a  Body  of  the  Militia,  was  defeated, - - 

and  carried  Prifoner  into  France.  On  the  J' 1  R'  z ' 
other  hand,  Winchelfea  was  defended  againft 
their  Attacks  by  the  Abbot  of  Battel ,  who 
had  thrown  himfelf  into  the  Town,  with 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  Gentry.  The  Scots  The  Scots 
in  concert  with  the  French ,  made  Incurfions  enter  the 
into  the  Englijh  Borders  without  Oppofition  ; 
and  probably  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  and  the  Borders’ 
Earl  of  Cambridge ,  who  had  in  reality  the 
Management  of  all  Affairs,  intended  to  give 
the  Nation  a  Specimen  of  the  Misfortunes 
they  were  to  exped  under  the  Government 
of  a  minor  King,  imagining  the  People  would 
be  induc’d  thereby  to  caff  their  Eyes  upon  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter ,  as  the  only  Perfon  able 
to  proted  them,  and  that  they  would  have 
advanced  him  to  the  Regency,  if  not  to  the 
Throne  itfelf ;  but  however  fuccefsful  the 
Duke  was  in  ruining  his  Nephew  in  the  O- 
pinion  of  the  People,  he  himfelf  never  reap’d 
the  Advantage  of  this  accurs’d  Policy  ;  tho* 
his  Son  whom  he  had  inftruded  in  thefe  wick¬ 
ed  Arts,  many  Years  afterwards,  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  depofe  his  Coufin  and  ufurp 
his  Throne. 

The  Parliament  affembling  in  OElober ,  a  a  new 
new  Regency  was  appointed,  confifting  of  the  Regency 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  Nobility,  among  aPP°inted. 
whom  were  the  King’s  three  Uncles,  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter  was  fo  little  belov’d,  and  fufped- 
ed  of  finifter  Defigns,  that  he  had  not  Intereft 
enough  to  get  the  Adminiftration  lodg’d  in 
him  and  his  twoBrothers,  and  when  theParlia- 
ment  voted  a  Supply  for  theDefence  of  theNa- 
tion  they  order’d  it  to  be  paid  into  the  Hands  1 
of  John  Philpot  and  William  Walworth ,  two 

B  2  Aiders 
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A.D.  1377  Aldermen  of  London ,  that  it  might  not  be 
mifapplied  ;  but  the  Duke  of  Lane  after  pre- 
tending  afterwards,  that  he  could  not  make 
Levies  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom  while 
the  Revenue  was  lodg’d  in  other  Hands,  he 
had  it  aflign’d  over  to  him.  He  found  means 
alfo  to  get  his  Friend  Mrs.  Pierce  recall’d, 
whom  this  Parliament  had  thought  fit  to 
banifh.  At  the  fame  time  he  is  charg’d  with 
putting  his  Nephew  the  King  intofuch  Hands 
as  would  improve  him  in  nothing  but  vicious 
Habits,  and  render  him  odious  to  his  Sub¬ 
jects,  which  the  Duke  look’d  upon  as  ano¬ 
ther  important  Step  towards  his  own  Advance- 
'^D.1378  ment.  As  an  Inftance  of  the  Duke’s  Power 
s-—  -  -  and  Influence,  the  Pliftorians  of  thofe  Times 
^  2  j  relate5  that  he  fent  two  Knights  to  the  Tower, 
TheDuke’s  'Vl%-  Sir  John  Shakel  and  Sir  Robert  Hawley , 
arbitrary  becaufe  they  would  not  deliver  up  the  Earl  of 
Admini-  Henia ,  a  Spanijh  Prifoner,  to  him,  and  when 
fixation.  tpe  tw0  Knights  had  made  their  Efcape  out 
of  the  Tower,  and  taken  SanCtuary  in  PFeft- 
minfter- Abbey,  he  order’d  them  to  be  dragg’d 
from  thence  by  Force,  in  attempting  which, 
Hawley ,  who  defended  himfelf,  was  murder’d, 
with  a  Monk  that  endeavour’d  to  five  him, 
and  yet  the  Murderers  were  not  profecuted. 
The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  indeed  excom¬ 
municated  the  Adtors,  but  the  Duke  prevent¬ 
ed  their  feeling  any  ill  EffeCts  of  thefe  Cen- 
fures.  It  is  reported  to  the  Honour  of  the 
.Earl  of  Henia ,  about  whom  all  this  Conteft 
was,  that  having  taken  an  Oath  to  the  Knights 
whofe  Prifoner  he  was,  not  to  difeover  him¬ 
felf,  he  attended  them  in  a  Footman’s  Habit, 
and  by  that  means  conceal’d  himfelf  from  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter ,  till  his  Ranfom  was  paid 
to  the  furviving  Knight  by  the  Government. 
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Had  not  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  attended  B..D.  1378 
his  private  Interefts,  much  more  than  thofe  ft 
of  the  Pubiick,  the  Affairs  of  the  Englifo  ftjf* y~sj 
would  have  been  in  no  bad  Situation  at  this 
time,  for  the  King  of  Navarre  having  fallen  The  King 
out  with  the  French  Court,  actually  put  the  oi^™'re 
Port  of  Cherhurgh  in  Normandy ,  into  thef^A*J 
Hands  of  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  SaUJbury  •,  the  Hands 
and  the  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  whofe  Subjects  of  the 
were  weary  of  the  French  Yoke,  offer’d  to 
introduce  the  Englijh  into  that  Province  ;  but 
Kill  the  French  continu’d  to  infult  the  Coafcs, 
and  make  Prize  of  our  Merchants,  and  even 
Privateers  and  Pirates  obferving  that  the  Go¬ 
vernment  fitted  out  no  Fleet  to  protedl  their 
Trade,  lhapp’d  our  Ships  whenever  they  ven¬ 
tur’d  out  of  Port.  Whereupon  Alderman  Alderma* 
Philpot  fitted  out  a  Fleet  at  his  own  Expence,  Philpot 
and  cruifing  to  the  Nortward,  clear’d  thofe  £„akeia 
Seas,  and  brought  home  Prifoner,  a  famous  and 
Scctijh  Pirate,  who  commanded  no  lefs  than  15  Ships, 
fifteen  Sail  of  Ships  of  War,  which  gain’d 
him  great  Applaufe,  and  the  Miniftry  as  ma¬ 
ny  Curfes,  for  not  protecting  the  Trade  of 
the  Kingdom  j  and  the  Duke  of  Lancafter 
was  fo  exafperated,  that  a  private  Man  fhould 
enter  upon  fuch  an  Enterprize  without  Au¬ 
thority  from  the  Government,  that  Philpot 
was  call’d  to  an  Account  at  his  return  •,  but 
he  made  fuch  a  handfome  Apology  for  him- 
felf,  that  his  Judges  acquitted  him  with  Ho¬ 
nour,  and  the  Government  was  cenfur’d  by 
the  Populace  for  this  fhamelefs  Profecution, 
as  they  deferv’d. 

At  length  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  affembled 
the  Navy  Royal,  and  taking  a  Body  of  Land 
Forces  on  board,  fail’d  to  the  Affiftance  of 
the  Duke  of  Bretagne.  St.  Malo,  which  was 

then 
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•AD.  1378  then  in  the  PofTeffion  of  the  French ,  was  firft 
„  R  „  befieg’d  by  him,  but  the  Conftable  of  France 
coming  to  the  relief  of  that  Place,  he  was 
forc’d  to  retire  from  thence :  Whereupon  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne  receiv’d  an  Englijh  Gar- 
Tbe  Duke  rifon  into  Brefi ,  that  they  might  not  want  a 
of  Bretagne  pjace  0f  Arms.  And  I  find  the  Englijh  mount- 
iiuo  ec^  f°me  Cannon  upon  the  Walls,  for  there  is 
Hands  of  an  Order  of  State  in  Rymer ,  dated  16  March 
th sEnglj/b.  1378,  which  requires  that  Brejl  be  furnifh’d 
with  four  Ingenia  or  Cannons,  with  Salt-petre, 
Sulphur,  and  other  Materials  for  making 
Gun-Powder.  It  is  poflible  that  both  the 
French  and  Englijh  might  ufe  Ordnance  fome 
little  time  before,  but  it  is  evident  they  did 
not  till  the  latter  end  of  the  War,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Edward  III.  This  is  the  firft 
Inftrument  however  we  find  upon  Record, 
that  mentions  Great  Guns,  and  Small  Arms 
were  not  then  come  into  play.  While  the 
French  and  Englijh  were  difputing  for  Bretagne, 
the  Scots ,  according  to  antient  Cuftom,  enter’d 
Berwick  the  EngliJJo  Borders,  and  furpriz’d  Berwick  \ 

td<en  by  but 

were  driven  out  of  it  again  within  ten 
and  xz-  Days  by  the  Earl  of  Northumberland ,  and  his 
taken.  Son  the  Lord  Percy ,  who  from  his  furious 
Attacks  obtain’d  the  Name  of  Hotjpur.  The 
Plague  which  broke  out  foon  after  in  the 
North,  induc’d  both  Nations  to  confent  to  a 
Truce  on  that  fide. 

J.D.  1379  The  Parliament  being  encouraged  by  the 

- -  Difcontents  of  the  King  of  Navarre ,  and  the 

Subjects  of  the  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  and  the  For¬ 
ces  of  England  having  got  Footing  both  in  that 
Province  and  Normandy ,  they  granted  a  confi- 
fiderable  Supply  for  carrying  on  theWaragainfl 
France ,  which  was  rais’d  on  the  Clergy,  No¬ 
bility  and  Gentry  (the  common  People  being 

exempted) 
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exempted)  by  way  of  Poll  Tax.  The  Nobi-  ^-£>.1379 
lity  and  Mitred  Abbots  payed  Ten  Marks  a 
Head,  every  Monk  three  fhillings  and  four  " 
pence,  and  others  in  Proportion  to  their  Re-  APollTax. 
venues.  At  the  fame  time  the  French  King 
declaring  Bretagne  forfeited  to  the  Crown  of 
France ,  and  the  Bretons,  expecting  to  be  treated 
as  a  conquer’d  Province,  united  in  their  De-  TJie  of 
fence,  and  recalled  their  Duke  from  Exile,  ^aldab 
whereupon  he  was  attended  to  Bretagne  by  a  hiTsub-^ 
Detachment  of  Englijh  Troops.  jefts. 

The  following  Year  the  Duke  of  Bucking-  •^•^•1380 
ham ,  Sir  Hugh  Calverly ,  Sir  Robert  Knowles ,  J 
and  feveral  other  experienc’d  Generals,  em-  'Jy 
bark’d  at  Dover ,  with  eight  or  ten  thoufand 
Men,  and  landing  at  Calais,  march’d  through  Th zEng- 
Picardy  and  Normandy  into  Bretagne ,  burning  fnarch 
and  plundering  the  Country  all  the  way  with-  wuh^Sooo 
out  Oppofition  :  So  very  wife  was  Charles  Men,  into 
King  of  France ,  that  he  would  never  venture  Bretagne, 
a  Battel  with  the  Englijh ,  in  Defence  of  his  and  reltorti 
Subjects.  This  feafonable  Reinforcement  de-  tIieDuke* 
feated  the  French  King’s  Projedt  of  uniting 
Bretagne  to  the  Crown  of  France  at  this  Time, 
and  put  Duke  Montfort  into  the  Poffeffion  of 
that  Dutchy  again,  after  he  had  been  expell’d 
feveral  Years.  The  Town  of  Breft  hov/ever 
Kill  remained  in  the  Poflefiion  of  the  Englijh. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Scots,  by  way  of 
Diverfion,  enter’d  the  Englijh  Borders  again, 
but  were  repulfed  :  and  Charles  the  French  Charles  the 
King  dying  on  the  16th  of  September  this  /<?,  K.  °f 
Year,  and  leaving  an  Infant  on  the  Throne,  France>^' 
the  War  with  that  Kingdom  might  have  been 
carried  on  with  great  Advantage,  had  not  the  An  Arm>' 
Duke  of  Lancajter  fent  an  Army  under  the  fcnt  ,t0  PoF 
Command  of  his  Brother  the  Earl  of  Cam-  Gif  e"  of 
bridge ,  to  the  Afliftance  of  the  King  of  For  in-  Cambridge. 


8  tfhe  History  of  England. 

J.D.j  381  gal ,  which  fhould  have  been  employ’d  againff 
France.  The  Duke  propos’d,  that  thefe 
'1 jA/'Nj  Forces,  join’d  wi  th  thofe  of  Portugal ,  wou’d 
have  been  able  to  have  fet  him  upon  theThrone 
of  Caftille ,  which  he  claim’d  in  Right  of  his 
Wife  Conftance ,  K.  Peter’s  Daughter  *,  and 
this  he  looiv’d  upon  to  be  of  more  Importance 
to  him  than  any  Acquifitions  that  might  have 
been  made  by  the  Englifh  in  France.  Thus 
the  Public!*  was  facrific’d  to  his  private  Views. 
The  Duke  however  forefeeing  that  the  People 


would  murmur,  if  the  Scots  continu’d  their  In- 
curfions,  when  the  Forces  that  fhould  repel 
them  were  lent  to  Portugal ,  went  himfelf  to 
the  Borders,  to  endeavour  to  procure  a  Pro¬ 
longation  of  the  Truce ;  but  while  he  was  ab- 


TheD.  of 

Lancaster 
negotiates  a 

Trucewith  fent  in  this  Negotiation,  and  the  Earl  of 


Scotland. 
An  Inidr- 
redtion  on 
the  levying 
a  Poll  Tax, 
by  Wat  7y- 
lerzn&J  ack 


Cambridge  with  the  Englifh  Army  on  their 
Voyage  to  Portigal ,  there  happen’d  an  Infur- 
rediion  at  home,  that  had  very  near  lubverted 
the  very  Frame  of  the  Government  ;  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Occafion  whereof  is  ufually  faid  to  be 
the  levying  a  Poll  Tax,  that  was  granted 
the  preceding  Sefiions,  with  too  much  Ri¬ 
gour  :  Every  Perfon,  how  mean  foever,  a- 
bove  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  was  oblig’d  to  pay 
this  Tax,  which  one  of  the  Colledtors  de¬ 
manding  of  one  PValter ,  a  Tyler  or  Bricklayer 
of  Pertford  in  Kent ,  and  he  inlifting  that  he 
ought  not  to  pay  for  his  Daughter,  who  was 
under  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  the  Colledtor,  in 
order  to  fee  if  fine  was  of  Age  or  not,  rudely 
threw  the  Girl’s  Coats  over  her  Ears  ;  at 
which  her  Father  was  fo  enraged,  that  he 
beat  out  the  Colledtor’s  Brains  with  a  Ham¬ 
mer  he  had  in  his  Hand,  and  expedling  to 
be  call’d  to  a  fevere  Account,  he  endeavour’d 
to  make  it  a  common  Grievance,  and  fpirited 

up 
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up  his  Neighbours  in  his  Defence;  in  which  d.D.i  381 
he  had  fuch  Succefs,  that,  being  join'd  by  A  R 
another  bold  Fellow,  of  no  better  Extrabti- 
on,  and  ufually  call’d  Jack  Straw ,  and  by 
one  Ball,  a  Prieft,  whom  they  let  out  of 
Maidftone  Jayl,  and  the  Villains  or  Vaflals 
belonging  to  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  they 
form’d  a  Body  of  an  hundred  thoufand  Men, 
at  the  Head  of  which  this  Walter  the  Tyler, 
generally  called  Wat  Tyler ,  march’d  and  en¬ 
camp’d  at  Blackbeath ,  within  four  Miles  of 
London.  Here  Ball ,  the  Prieft,  preach’d  them  Ba^s  Ser- 
a  Sermon,  very  agreeable  to  fuch  an  Audi-  the 
ence  ;  for  as  the  Multitude  was  compos’d 
chiefly  of  Slaves  or  Villains,  and  the  mean  eft 
of  the  People,  who  pretended  to  rife  in  or¬ 
der  to  reduce  all  Mankind  to  a  Level,  and  de¬ 
liver  themfelves  from  a  State  of  Servitude,  he 
took  the  common  Proverb  for  his  Text,  viz. 

Wloen  Adam  dug,  and  Eve  fpan,  where  was  then 
the  Gentleman?  from  whence  he  inferr’d,  that 
it  was  never  the  Intention  of  Heaven,  that 
one  Part  of  Mankind  fhould  be  Slaves  to  the 
other ;  and  accordingly  they  were  taught, 
that  it  was  their  Duty  to  deftroy  the  Clergy, 

Nobility,  Gentry,  Magiftrates,  and  all  that 
pretended  to  lord  it  over  them  ;  the  four  Or¬ 
ders  of  begging  Fryars  only  were  to  be  fpared  ; 
and  they  bound  themfelves  by  an  Oath,  ne¬ 
ver  to  obey  a  King  whofe  Name  was  John, 
ftriking  particularly  at  the  Duke  of  Lane after, 
to  whom  they  aferib’d  all  the  Misfortunes 
that  had  happen’d  in  this  Reign,  particularly 
the  burning  and  ravaging  the  maritime  Coun¬ 
ties,  from  whence  this  Mob  was  chiefly  rais’d. 

The  King  fending  to  know  what  they  de¬ 
manded,  it  was  anfwer’d,  that  they  would 
fpeak  with  his  Highnefs,  and  defir’d  he  would 
V  o  l.  XVIII.  C  come 
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A.D.  1381  come  to  them  and  hear  what  they  had  to 
“  offer  ;  but  the  King  was  advis’d  not  to  truft 

his  Perfon  amongft  them,  particularly  by  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer  Hales ,  who  were  foon  after  made  fenfible 
of  the  Rebels  Refentment.  From  Blackheath 
they  march’d  to  London  on  the  12  th  of  June , 
The  Re  an<^  the  next  Day  entering  the  Bridge  Gate, 
bcls  come  they  fetopen  all  the  Prifon  Doors,  and  burnt 
to  London,  and  demolilh’d  the  Houfes  of  thofe  they  e- 
fteem’d  their  Enemies,  and  particularly  the' 
Burn  the  Duke  of  Lane  after*  s  Palace  of  the  Savoys  which 
Savoy,  the  j-j^gy  deftroy’d  with  all  the  rich  Furniture ;  and 
Temple,  See.  tQ  £^ew  t]iey  fCOrn’d  to  be  thought  Robbers, 

they  burnt  one  of  their  Companions  in  the 
Flames  of  the  Duke’s  Palace  for  endeavouring 
to  conceal  a  Piece  of  Plate.  They  afterwards 
demolilh’d  the  Temple,  with  all  the  Lawyers- 
Books  and  Papers,  and  then  fet  Fire  to  the 
great  Priory  of  St.  John’s  at  Clerkenwell ,  of 
which  the  Lord  Hales  was  Prior.  After1 
which  they  divided  themfelves  into  three  Bo¬ 
dies,  one  of  them  being  polled  at  Heyburn 
Manor,  another  at  Mile-End ,  and  the  third, 
commanded  by  Wat  Tyler ,  on  Tower-hill. 
The  King, /with  leveral  of  the  Nobility,  ven-1 
tur’d  the  next  Day  among  thofe  of  Mile-End 
promifing  to  grant  whatever  they  demanded  ; 
and  upon  their  defiring  that  their  Perfons  and 
Lands  might  be  enfranch’d,  the  King  order’d 
Charters  to  be  drawn  up  accordingly,  with 
which  they  were  fatisfy’d  and  return’d  home. 
He  offer’d  to  grant  the  fame  Favour  to  thofe 
who  were  afTem-bled  at  Tower-hill  under  Wat 
Tyler ,  but  he  was  bulled  in  attacking  the 
Tower,  and  having  by  his  Threats  oblig’d 
the  Garrifon  to  open  the  Gates,  he  dragg’d 
the  Archbifhop  and  the  Lord  T reafurer  Hales 

irons 
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from  thence,  who  depending  on  the  Strength  J.D. 1381 

of  the  Place  had  retir’d  thither,  and  ftruck  — - - 

off  their  Heads  upon  the  Hill,  after  which  A-^R-  z’ 
they  march’d  into  the  City  and  kill’d  feveral  TheAb^ 
of  the  principal  Citizens  ;  but  the  Foreigners  the  Lord 
appear’d  to  be  the  chief  Obje&sof  their  Fury,  T»eafurer, 
for  they  dragg-d  thirty  or  forty  Flemmings 
out  ol  the  Churches  where  they  had  taken  them.  ' 
Sanduary,  and  cut  off  their  Heads  in  the 
Streets.  When  their  Rage  feem’d  a  little  a- 
bated,  the  King  fent  them  another  Meffage, 
offering  to  grant  them  whatever  they  fhou’d 
in  reafon  demand,  and  defir’d  to  have  an  Im 
terview  with  their  Leader,  Tyler,  which  with 
fome  Difficulty  he  confented  to,  and  met  the 
King  at  the  Head  of  hisMen  in Smithfield:  Here 
this  Captain  of  the  Rebels  behaving  himfelf 
with  intolerale  Infolence,  and  threatning  the 
King  with  his  drawn  Sword,  Walworth,  the 
Lord-Mayor,  ftruck  him  on  the  Head,  and,  TheLord- 
after  a  ffiort  Conflid,  Tyler  was  thrown  from 
his  Horfe,  and  mortally  wounded  :  His  Fol-  jjhl 
lowers  preparing  to  revenge  his  Death,  the  kills  him. 
King, who  was  then  but  15  Years ofAge, with  an 
admirable  Prefence  of  Mind,  rode  up  to  them,  Th.e  King 
and  bid  them  not  be  concern’d  for  the  Death  Pa<^fies  the 
of  a  Traitor,  he  would  be  their  Captain  ;  and  e,eS° 
thereupon  they  followed  his  Highnefs  into  St. 

George' s  Fields  ;  where  the  Lord-Mayor  and 
Sir  Robert  Knowles  appearing  foon  after,  with  a 
thoufand  Men  at  Arms  the  Multitude  were 
fuddenly  ftruck  with  a  Pannick  Fear,  threw 
down  their  Arms,  and  begg’d  for  Mercy, 
which  being  granted,  they  difpers’d  and  re¬ 
turn’d  home. 

There  remain’d  ftill  another  Body  of  the  Several  Bo- 
Rebels  in  Suffolk ,  led  by  the  Prieft  Jack  dies  of  them 
Straw,  who  cut  off  the  Head  of  Sir  John  Qa~ iR  ¥orfolk 

c  *  - 
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J.D.  1381  vendifh  the  Chief  Juftice  •,  and  a  fourth  Body 

- -  in  Norfolk ,  commanded  by  John  Littijler  a 

Dyer,  who  oblig’d  the  Nobility  and  Gentry 
to  attend  him,  and  pay  him  the  fame  Refped 
as  a  Crown’d  Head.  But  the  Bifhop  of  Nor¬ 
wich  affembling  a  good  Body  of  Troops,  dif- 
pers’d  the  Norfolk  Rebels,  as  the  Lord  Percy 
did  thofe  of  Suffolk ,  and  the  Chiefs  were  made 
Prifoners,  particularly  the  two  Priefts  Straw 
and  Ball ,  who  were  try’d  and  convi&ed  of 
High  Treafon  before  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Prefilian ,  and  afterwards  executed  in  Smith- 
field.  They  confefs’d  they  defign’d  to  have 
deftroy’d  the  King  and  all  the  dignify ’d  Clergy 
and  Nobility,  and  then  to  have  divided  the 
Nation  into  feveral  petty  Kingdoms,  of  which 
their  Leaders  were  to  have  been  the  firft  So¬ 
vereigns  •,  from  whence  it  appears  they  would 
have  laid  afide  their  levelling  Principles  as 
foon  as  they  had  pofiefs’d  themfelves  of  the 
Sovereign  Power.  In  fhort,  they  did  not  like 
their  fervile  Condition,  and  therefore  deftr’d 
the  Cards  might  be  fhuffled  again  •,  and  had 
they  once  eftablifh’d  their  Tyranny,  would 
have  expected  a  more  abfolute  Submiffion 
than  their  former  Governors,  as  we  find  the 
Rebels  did  who  depos’d  and  murder’d  King 
Charles  I.  on  the  very  fame  levelling  Principle. 

This  Rebellion  being  thus  happily  fup- 
prefs’d,  the  King  Knighted  the  Lord  Mayor 
Walworth ,  Alderman  Philpot  and  fome  other 
Aldermen,  who  had  appear’d  moft  adtive  in 
his  Defence,  and  fettled  Lands  on  them  as  a 
Reward  of  their  Services,  and  foon  after  re¬ 
vok’d  all  the  Charters  and  Grants  which  the 
The  D.  of  Mob  had  extorted  from  him.  The  Duke  of 
Lzncafter  pancafier  in  the  mean  time  had  concluded  a 
Truce  with  Truce  with  the  Scots ;  and  happy  was  it  for 
the  Scots.  him 
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him  that  he  was  in  the  North  of  England  du- 

ring  this  Infurredion,  for  the  Fury  of  the  A  ^  ^ 

Rebels  feems  to  have  been  chiefly  levelFd  a-  ,^-y-xJ 

gainft  him,  and  he  would  probably  have  been 

firft  facrific’d  to  their  Rage  if  they  had  found 

him  in  London. 

This  Confpiracy  of  the  loweft  of  the  People, 
who  were  Villains  or  Vahids  to  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  it  appears  had  been  for  lo me 
time  plotting  and  contriving  •,  tho’  they  did 
not  affemble  in  fuch.  Numbers,  and  break  out 
into  adual  Rebellion  till  the  landing  of  the 
French  in  the  Maritime  Counties,  and  the 
Poll-Tax  was  levy’d  on  them  with  that  Ri¬ 
gour  as  has  been  mention’d.  For  we  find  an  An  A& 
Ad  of  Parliament  in  the  firft  Year  of  this  madea- 
Reign,  in  the  Preamble  whereof  it  is  recited,  §a!nft 
that  the  Villains  and  Bondfmen,  who  held  of 
their  Lords  by  bafe  Tenures,  had  withdrawn  in  the  Be- 
their  Services,  and  confederated  together  in  ginning  of 
fuch  manner  that  Juftice  could  not  be  done  this 
upon  them,  whereby  the  Lords  were  depriv’d 
of  their  Rents  and  Services :  And  as  it  is  there¬ 
by  enaded  that  fuch  Offenders  fhould  be  im- 
prifon’d  without  Bail  or  Mainprife  till  their 
Lords  fhould  confent  to  releafe  them,  this  pro¬ 
bably  was  the  Foundation  of  their  Rage  a- 
gainft  the  Government,  and  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  whofe  Vafials  or  Bondfmen  they 
were. 

And  this  Year  there  pafs’d  an  Ad,  declaring  Their  Ma- 
the  Manumiftions  extorted  by  the  Rebels  nnmiffiom 
void,  and  that  the  Authors  of  fuch  Tumults 
and  Riots  fhould  for  the  future  be  adjudg’d  madeTrea- 
guilty  of  High  Treafon.  fontoexcite 

The  fame  Seflions  a  Subfidy  was  granted  of  fan}ults- 
two  Shillings  on  every  Tun  of  Wine  import-  ? 
cd,  and  fix  Pence  in  the  Pound  on  all  Mer¬ 
chandize 
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J.D.  1 3 Sl  chandize,  to  be  apply’d  to  the  Sea  Service,, 
and  paid  into  the  Hands  of  Sir  John  Philpot , 
John  Polimond  and  Thomas  Beaupeny ,  that  it 
might  not  be  mifapply’d. 

An  A£t  alfo  pafs’d,  empowering  the  King 
to  grant  Commiffions  for  apprehending  and 
imprifoning  Heretical  Preachers,  who  went 
about  the  Country  perverting  the  People  from 
the  eftablifh’d  Religion,  and  exciting  Sedi¬ 
tions  and  Infurredtions,  by  whom  were  pro¬ 
bably  meant  the  Difciples  of  Wickliff, \  who 
were  charg’d  by  fome  with  having  been  con¬ 
cern’d  in  thefe  Infurredlions,  but  with  very 
little  Probability,  inafmuch  as  the  Fury  of  the 
Rebels  was  chiefly  againft  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
cafter ,  the  Protestor  of  the  Wickliffites  or  Lol¬ 
lards.  Thefe  Hereticks,  it  appears,  were  to  be 
try’d  by  the  Prelates  and  Ecclefiaftical  Judges, 
and  to  remain  in  Cuftody  till  they  were  ac- 
Rafm  mi-  quitted  by  thofe  Courts.  Rapin  affirms  the 
iHkmm  King  granted  thefe  Commiffions  without  the 
cfthisMac-  Aflent  of  the  Parliament,  and  builds  much 
upon  that  Circumftance,  which  is  not  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Charadfer  of  a  Writer  who  pretends 
to  fo  much  Exadtnefs. 

The  King  was  married  on  the  14th  of  Ja- 
5&6A.  2  nuary  the  Year  following  to  the  Princefs 
Anne ,  Daughter  of  the  Emperor  Charles  IV, 
and  Sifter  to  Wincejlaus ,  then  Emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many ,  to  whom  he  gave  ten  thoufand  Marks 
for  his  Alliance,  inftead  of  receiving  a  Por¬ 
tion  with  his  Queen. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Forces  in  Portugal 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Cam- 


ier. 
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to  nothing,  bridge,  enabled  that  King  to.  make  an  advan- 
tagious  Peace  with  Spain  but  neither  the 
Duke  of  Lancafier-  nor  the  Nation  reap’d  any 
Benefit  from  that  Expedition  proportionable 
to  the  Charge  they  had  beep  at.  The 
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The  next  War  England  was  engag’d  in  was  A.D.  1383 
that  with AviCp>&ghJ  Clemint,  piffqfch  the  - 

Spaniards ,  Pfettin,  ‘arid  FUlrirfiitigs\  had'  fet  up 
againft  Urban*  Tup, ported,  by  all  the  .other  The  Par- 
Powers  in  Europe.  •  Urban  Wd  made  a  ,Ci  ufa-  liament 
do  War  of  it",  and ’the  B  if  hop  of  Norwich,  Sjye^.uP‘  . 
who  was  General  of  the  Englijh  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  prevail’d  on  the  Parliament  to  give  a  gainft  Ck~ 
handfome  Subfidy  for  the  Support  of  it,-  fug-  ment  the. 
gelling  that  this  Expedition  would  tend  to  AntlP°Pe- 
reduce  the  Power  of  France.  But  the  Bifhop 
having  tranfported  a  fine  Army  of  forty  thou- 
fand  Men  to  Calais ,  inftead  of  marching  in¬ 
to  the  Heart  of  France ,  as  was  expedted,  at¬ 
tack’d  theTowns  upon  the  Coaft  of  Flanders  *» 

Which  the  Englijh  Parliament  not  approving, 
and  refilling  to  grant  him  any  farther  Supplies, 
he  was  oblig’d  to  return  to  England ,  and  the 
King  feiz’d  his  Temporal  ties,  under  Pretence 
that  he  had  not  obey’d  Orders. 

The  King  being  yet  very  young,  (about  fix-  The  King 
teen)  and  exceeding  fond  of  his  new  Queen,  is  cenfur’d  for 
cenfur’d  pretty  feverely  by  fame  of  our  grave  theslfe-10 
Hiftorians,  for  lavifhing  away  great  Sums  up-  miahs. 
on  the  Boheinians ,  her  Relations  and  Country-  A.D.  1 3 84- 
men  *,  and  a  chargeable  Expedition  to  Scot- 
land ,  in  which  the  Englijh  got  nothing  but  7/-y^vJ 
dry  Blows,  was  made  another  Subjeft  of  Com-  LancafteCs. 
plaint.  The  Duke  of  Lancajler ,  who  com-  fruitletsEx- 
manded  that  Army, was  on  his  Return  charg’d  Pedltio®to 
with  High  Treafon  in  a  Parliament  held  at  Heis^ac- 
Salisbury ,  by  a  Carmelite  Fryar.  According  to  cas’d  of 
the  Depofition  of  this  Monk,  the  Duke  had  highTrea- 
form’d  a  Defign  to  deitroy  the  King  and  ufurp  fol3‘ 
the  Crown  •,  but  the  Fryar  was  found  mur¬ 
der’d  in  a  molt  barbarous  Manner  the  next 
Morning,  and  the  Duke  protelling  his  Inno¬ 
cence,  the  King  was  advis’d  to  take  no  farther 

Notice 
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AD.^BaNotice  ofic  •,  however,  the  Court  dill  retain’d 
~~~ — —  luch'A  Smpieipn  of  His  arnhitious  Views,  that 
a  Defign  was  laid*  ’(as-’tis  laid)  to  take  him  off 
privately  y,  hut tt his  did  .not.  fucceed,  if  it  was 
He  is  lent  everdnjftjncleuk  ’  ■'Tjie  Duke  WAS  fen  r.  ,foon  after 
on  an  Em- to  negotiate  a  Peace  with  France,  and  being 
baity  to  t0  maintain  the  Port  of  King  of  Cajlile ,  he 
grca^Ex-1  *  fpenc  hhy  thoufand  Marks  in  the  Voyage, 
and  at  lafr  obtain’d  only  a  Truce  of  three 
Months.  Berwick  was  loft  by  Treachery  and 
Surorize  about  the  fame  time,  and  recover’d 

1  t  J 

again  in  like  Manner. 

The  next  Year  England  was  threatned  with 
S&gR.z^  formidable  Invafion  from  France ,  and  to 
tv'V'X.  draw  off  the  King’s  Troops  from  the  Sou- 
England _  tpern  Shores,  a  Detachment  was  embark’d 
.  for  Scotland ,  to  join  the  Forces  of  that  King¬ 
dom,  and  attack  the  Northern  Counties ;  but 
an  Infurredtion  of  the  Flemmings  difappointing 
their  intended  Invafion,  the  French  contented 
themfclves  with  reinforcing  the  Scots  -,  where¬ 
upon  King  Richard,  at  the  Head  of  a  gallant 
Army,  march’d  into  the  Heart  of  Scotland, 
driving  the  French  and  Scots  before  him,  till 
they  took  Refuge  in  their  Mountains ;  after 
which  he  burnt  theCityof  Edinburgh,  and  all 
the  open  Country,  and  return’d  to  England. 
The  Duke  of  Lancajler,  ’tisfaid,  wou’d  have 
had  the  King  march’d  to  the  utmoft  Limits  of 
Scotland,  as  his  Grandfather  Edward  III  had 
done  ;  but  the  Court  apprehending  this  Ad¬ 
vice  was  given  with  a  Defign  of  deftroying 
the  Army,  and  to  give  the  Duke  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  putting  his  ambitious  Projedts  in 
Execution,  it  w as  not  attended  to. 

This  Year  died  the  reverend  and  learned 
Dr.  John  IVickliff,  at  his  Living  of  Latter- 
worth  in  Leicijlerfmre,  to  the  great  Joy  of 

the 
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the  Fryars  *,  his  Difciples  growing  fo  numerous,  d.D.  1385 
that  they  began  to  think  their  Graft  in  Dan-  ~ 

ger.  But  tho’  he  met  with  powerful  Prated- 
ors  in  his  Life-time,  his  Bones  were  dug  up 
forty  Years  afterwards  by  a  Decree  ol^the 
Council  of  Conftance,  and  burnt  as  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  a  notorious  Heretick. 

The  Lord  Holland ,  Half-Brother  to  the 
King,  happening  to  kill  the  Son  of  the  Earl 
of  Stafford  in  a  Quarrel  in  the  left  Expediti¬ 
on  to  Scotland ,  the  King  was  fo  concern’d  at 
the  Death  of  this  young  Nobleman,  who  had 
been  bred  up  with  him,  that  he  declar’d  he 
wou’d  not  pardon  his  Brother,  but  fuffer  Ju- 
ftice  to  take  its  Courfe.  "Whereupon  the 
King’s  Mother,  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  came 
to  beg  her  Son,  the  Lord  Holland’s  Life, 
which  being  refus’d  her,  fhe  fell  fick  and  died 
within  two  or  three  Days,  which  had  fuch  an  fhe 

Effed  on  the  young  King,  that  he  alter’d  his  King’sMo- 
Mind,  and  granted  his  Brother’s  Pardon.  ther,  dies. 

Ferdinand  King  of  Portugal  dying  about 
this  Time  without  any  other  legitimate  I  Hue 
than  Beatrice  Queen  of  Caftile ,  the  King  her 
Husband  infilled  on  her  Right  to  that  Crown, 
and  marching  into  Portugal ,  laid  Siege  to  the 
Capital  City  of  Lisbon ,  which  was  defended 
by  John  the  Baftard ,  Son  to  the  late  King, 
whom  the  Portuguefe  had  acknowledg’d  for 
their  Sovereign,  rather  than  come  under  the 
Dominion  of  their  mortal  Enemies  the  Caffili- 
ans.  In  this  Diftrefs,  John,  the  new  King  of 
Portugal,  offer’d  to  acknowledge  the  Duke  of  defires  the 
Lancafter  King  of  Caftile,  if  the  Court  of  hug-  Affiftance 
land  would  furnifh  him  with  a  Body  of  Troops 
to  make  a  Diverfion  in  his  Favour*,  accord-  theKingof 
ingly  a  Parliament  was  call’d,  which  concur-  Cafiile . 
ring  with  the  Court  to  remove  the  Duke  to 
Vol.  XVIII.  D  fome 
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J.D.i^s  fotiie  Diftance  how.  England,  granted  a  Fif- 
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teenth  towards 


fitting 


the  Charges 


of  the  War,  in- 
at  the  fame  time*  that  the  Clergy 
fhould  grant  a  Tenth.  And  when  the  Convo¬ 
cation  Ihew’d  their  Uneafinefs  that  the  Par¬ 
liament  fhou’d  take  upon  them  to  prefcribe 
The  Com-  what  Supplies  they  were  to  give,  the  Com- 
thatthe  mons  petition’d,  that  the  Ecclefiafticks  might 
Ecclefia-"  be  depriv’d  of  their  Temporalties  ;  to  which 
Ricks  the  King  anfwer’d,  that  he  was  oblig’d  by  his 
might  be  Coronation  Oath  to  defend  the  Rights  of  the 
theirTem  Chtirch  •,  and  fo  the  Matter  went  off,  and  the 
pcraltks.  Clergy  afterwards  voluntarily  contributed  a 
Tenth,  which  they  obferv’d  was  beyond  their 
Proportion,  there  being  no  Reafon  they  fhou’d 
Creations  be  tax’d  higher  than  the  Laity.  Several  Ho- 
cfNobilky.  nours  were  conferr’d  by  the  King  during  this 
Seflions  •,  Edward  Earl  of  Cambridge ,  one  of 
the  King’s  Uncles,  was  created  Duke  of  York, 
and  Thomas  Earl  of  Buckingham ,  another  of 
his  Uncles,  Duke  of  Gloucefier  Robert  de 
Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford ,  a  great  Favourite  of 
the  King’s,  was  created  Marquis  of  Dublin , 
with  a  Grant  of  all  the  Revenues  of  Ireland, 
paying  to  the  Crown  the  annual  Sum  of  rive 
thoufand  Marks  (this  was  the  firft  Marquis 
made  in  England )  •,  Michael  de  la  Pole,  another 
of  the  King’s  Favourites,  was  created  Earl 
of  Suffolk,  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  \ 
Morti-  and,  according  to  fome  Writers,  Roger  Marti- 
mer,  bLrl  of  March ,  was  declar’d  prefump- 
clar’d  Heir  tive  Heir  to  the  Crown,  on  Failure  of  Iffue  of 
to  the  King  Richard.  This  Roger  was  the  Son  of 

Crown.  Philippa,  only  Daughter  of  Lionel  Duke  of 

Clarence, fecond  Son  of  King  Edward  III  ;  and 
this  Declaration  probably  was  made,  that  the 
Duke  of  Lancafer,  who'  was  the  third  Son  of 
Edward  III,  might  no  longer  think  of  advan- 
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vancing  himfelf  to  the  Throne  of  England  by  A.D.  1385- 

his  Practices  again  ft  the  prefen  t  King,  of  - ~ 

which  he  was  vehemently  fufpedted,  both  by 
the  Court  and  Parliament,  as  well  as  by  the 
Common  People. 

The  King  of  Armenia  coming  into  England  d  Penf-cn 
about  this  time,  to  negotiate  a  Peace  between  the  xl—f 
France  and  England ,  that  both  Monarchs  Armeni f/ 
might  turn  their  Arms  againft  the  Infidels, 
tho’  he  did  not  fucceed  in  that  Particular,  yet 
he  obtain’d  a  Penfion  of  twenty  thouland 
Marks  of  the  Court  of  England. 

The  following  Year  the  Duke  of  Lane  after  A.D.  1386 
embark’d  for  Spain ,  with  his  Wife  Confta?ice  y~ — y 
and  his  two  Daughters.  The  Duke  and 
Dutchefs  were  now  ftil’d  King  and  Queen  of  Duke  of 
Caftile ,  and  as  the  King;  prefen  ted  his  Uncle  Lancajier 
with  a  Crown  of  Gold,  lb  the  Queen  gave  e™barjcs 
the  Dutchefs  another.  Their  Army  confifted  myfor  Ca 
of  twenty  thoufand  Men,  among  whom  were  ftik. 
feveral  Noblemen  of  the  firft  Rank.  In  their 
Way  they  made  a  Defcent  at  Breft  in  Bretagne , 
which  that  Duke  was  hefieging,  pretending 
it  ought  to  have  been  furrender’d  to  him  by 
the  Englijh  on  the  Conclufion  of  the  War  with 
France  :  And  having  reliev’d  this  Fortrefs, 
the  Fleet  fet  Sail  for  Corunna  (the  Groyn)  ’in 
Galicia.  The  Englijh  meeting  with  little  Op-  Hi;  Sue ce$ 
pofition  here,  made  themfelves  Matters  ol  in  Galma • 
Compoftella ,  the  Capital  City  of  that  Province, 
and  entering  into  an  Alliance  offenfive  and 
defenfive  with  the  King  of  Portugal ,  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  cement  it,  the  Duke  married  Philippa „ 
his  eldeft  Daughter,  to  the  King  of  Portugal. 

I  Ihou’d  have  remembred,that  Pope  Urban  ha¬ 
ving  a  particular  Spleen  againft  Henry ,  the 
reigning  King  of  Caftile ,  for  fupporting  his 
Competitor,  Clement  the  Antipope,  had  fan- 

D  2  ^lifted 
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^.D.1386  £tined  this  Expedition  of  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
T~  c after  againft  Caftilc ,  and  granted  RemiiTion 
^Y*\j  of  Sins  to  all  his  Officers  and  Soldiers,  which 
induc’d  the  Englijh  the  more  readily  to  engage 
in  that  Quarrel. 

England  In  the  mean  time,  Charles  the  French  King 
threatned  0bferv}no-  that  the  Englifh  Generals,  with  their 
vafionfrom  beK  *  roops?  were  remov’d  at  io  great  a  JJi- 
f ranee.  fiance  from  England ,  was  determin’d  once 

more  to  attempt  the  Conqueft  of  that  King¬ 
dom,  for  which  he  at  this  time  made  the  great- 
eld  Preparations  that  ever  were  known  :  He 
drew  down  an  hundred  thoufand  Men  to  the 
Coaft  of  Flanders ,  where  he  had  aflembled  a- 
bove  a  thoufand  Sail  of  Ships,  and  had  fram’d 
a  wooden  Wall  twenty  Feet  high,  and  three 
Miles  in  Circumference,  withTowers  at  proper 
Diftances,  for  the  Security  of  his  Camp,  Part 
of  which  was  taken  afterwards  by  the  Englijh 
at  Sea,  and  plac’d  about  the  Town  of  Win- 
chelfea.  King  Richard  receiving  Advice  of 
thefe  Preparations,  iummon’d  all  the  VafTals 
of  the  Crown,  and  there  appear’d  at  the  Gene- 
ral  Rendezvous  upwards  of  two  hundred  thou- 
ment  quS- fand  ^en  »  but  tlae  Parliament  being  afiemb- 
rel  with  the  led  to  furnifh  Supplies  againft  this  threatning 
Admini-  Danger,  inftead  of  granting  any,  reproach’d 
^rahlon  in~  the  King  with  his  Favours  to  the  Duke  of 
granting  Ireland ,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  Be  la  Poley 
Supplies.  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  and  aflur’d  him  they  wou’d 
raife  no  Money  till  thefe  Lord  were  difplac’d  j 
at  which  the  King  was  fo  provok’d,  that  he 
declar’d  he  wou’d  not  turn  out  the  meaneft 
Scullion  in  his  Kitchen  on  their  Remonftrances  j 
and  indeed  it  does  not  appear  that  they  had 
any  thing  material  to  charge  thefe  Favourites 
with,  unlefs  it  were  that  they  poftefs’d  thofe 
Places  which  five  difeontented  Lords,  who 

had 
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had  fpirited  up  the  Paliament  to  make  this  d.D.  1386 
Demand,  expected  fhou’d  have  been  conferr’d  "\T-  R \ 
on  them.  In  fhort,  they  let  the  King  know, 
that  unlefs  he  chang’d  his  Minifters,  theywou’d 
depofe  him,  and  fet  up  another  King  in  his 
ftead,  (having  their  Eye  probably  already  on 
Henry  Earl  of  Derby ,  the  Duke  of  Lane  after's 
Son,  who  was  one  of  the  five  threatning  Lords). 

The  King  finding  himfelf  unprovided  to  op-  They  force 
pofe  them,  was  oblig’d  to  confent  to  difeard  the  King  to 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  and  fend  away  the  Duke 
of  York  to  Ireland  whereupon  they  granted 
half  a  tenth  and  half  a  fifteenth,  to  be  put  in¬ 
to  the  Hands  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  another 
of  the  difaffedted  Lords,  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Coafl  ;  but  had  not  the  French  been  pre-  'ThzFrench 
vented  embarking  by  contrary  Winds,  and  Invafion 
the  Practices  of  the  Duke  of  Berry,  who  did  ^appoint- 
not  come  to  the  Rendezvous  till  after  Michael¬ 
mas,  the  Nation  had  infallibly  fallen  a  Prey 
to  France  by  this  unfeafonable  Sedition  of  the 
five  Lords  ;  for  the  Forces  affembled  to  op- 
pofe  them  were  forc’d  to  difperfe  for  Want  of 
Money.  They  charge  the  King  indeed  (upon 
what  Proofs  I  cou’d  never  learn)  with  calling 
in  the  French  to  his  Afliftance  *,  but  it  is  ap¬ 
parent  they  themfelves  wou’d  have  facrific’d 
the  Nation  to  France,  rather  than  not  have  had 
their  Revenge  on  the  Miniflry  ;  and  probably 
by  fifhing  in  troubled  Waters  they  thought 
they  fhou’d  fooneft  obtain  their  Ends,  and  fet 
the  Earl  of  Derby  on  the  Throne. 

They  oblig’d  the  King,  as  it  was,  to  ac-  The  Male- 
cept  of  a  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  1content^?b“ 
and  Lord  Privy  Seal,  of  their  chufing,  and  TpS? 
to  thefe  and  eleven  other  Lords  to  delegate  felt' into  the 
his  Power.  Thefe  were  to  have  the  Difpofal  Power  of  a 
of  his  Revenues,  to  enquire  into  the  Mifap- 
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AD.  1386  plication  of  them,  to  cenfure  the  great  Offi- 

~r~ -  cersof  State  and  Minifters  of  Juftice,  and  e- 

ven  to  regulate  the  Affairs  of  his  own  Palace  ; 
fo  that  in  effedt  the  King  was  depriv’d  of  his 
Sovereignty,  and  little  better  than  a  Prifoner, 
which  he  was  not  infenfible  of,  and  therefore 
when  the  King  pafs’d  this  Adt,  he  did  it  with  a 
Proteft  that  it  fhoifd  not  be  to  the  Prejudice  of 
his  Prerogatives,  It  was  evident  that  his 
Highnefs  was  under  a  Force  when  he  made 
thefe  Conceifions,  for  the  Parliament  was  no 
fooner  up  than  he  recall’d  the  Duke  of  York  and 
the  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  and  exprefs’d  a  greater 
Efteem  for  them  than  ever  ;  Suffolk  particu¬ 
larly,  -tis  faid,  was  allow’d  to  fit  at  Table 
with  him,  defs’d  and  attended  like  a  Sove¬ 
reign  Prince,  It  is  pretended  alfo,  that  he 
encourag’d  his  Favourites  to  take  off  the  Duke 
of  Gloucejler  and  the  chief  of  the  difaffedted 
Lords  by  Poyfon  at  an  Entertainment  in  the 
City  ;  but  of  this  there  is  very  (fender  Proof, 
and  probably  it  was  a  Tale  invented  only  to 
juftify  their  Difaffedlion,  The  Lords  who 
were  at  the  Head  of  this  Fadtion  againft  the 
King,  were  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  the  Earl 
of  Derby ,  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham ,  and  the  Earl  of  Arundel. 

^.D.1387  It  was  with  the  Earl  of  Arundel  the  Parlia- 
i0^llR  l  ment  trufted  the  laft  Supply  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Coaft,  who  had  the  good  Fortune  to  take 
a  Fleet  of  an  hundred  Merchant-Men,  confid¬ 
ing  of  French ,  Spaniards  and  Flemmings ,  and 
nineteen  thoufand  Tun  of  Wine :  He  alfo 
Rais’d  the  Siege  of  Bre/l ,  which  gain’d  this 
Admiral  and  the  reft  of  the  Malecontents  a 
great  Reputation  among  the  Populace,  and 
confequently  was  but  of  little  Service  to  the 
Court,  where  our  Hiftorians  complain  he  was 
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receiv’d  but  coldly  after  thefe  important  Ser-  d.D.  1387 
vices  :  Bat  if  it  be  confider’d  that  this  was  one 
of  the  Lords  who  had  extorted  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  Government  and  the  Revenue 
Out  of  the  Hands  of  his  Majefty,  it  cannot  be 
fuppos’d  he  fhou’d  be  very  acceptable  to  him, 

The  Duke  of  Ireland ,  who  had  married  The  Court 
Philippa,  the  Daughter  of  Ingelram  de  Coney ,  andthedif- 
Eari  of  Bedford ,  and  Grandaughter  to  Eward 
the  Third,  divorcing  that  Lady  about  this  come3to 
Time,  this  was  made  another  Subjedt  of  Extre- 
Difcontent  j  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  it  mitres, 
feems,  vow*d  to  be  reveng’d  for  this  Diflio- 
nour  done  his  Niece  ;  but  the  Duke  of  Ire¬ 
land  and  the  Court,  ’tis  faid,  were  determin’d 
to  be  before-hand  with  him  :  Indeed  the  Con¬ 
tention  run  fo  high  between  the  Court  and  the 
difaffedted  Lords,  that  there  was  no  Hopes 
of  a  Reconciliation.  The  King  and  his  Fa¬ 
vourites  were  bulled  in  contriving  how  to  re- 
eftablifh  themfelves  in  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government,  while  the  Malecontents 
were  determin’d  to  maintain  the  Authority 
they  had  ufurp’d.  The  King  therefore  re¬ 
tiring  to  Northampton ,  confulted  with  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  refpedtive  Counties,  what 
Meafure  he  fhou’d  take  •,  he  enquir’d  of  them' 
if  they  cou’d  not  faife  Forces  fufficient  to  pra¬ 
ted!  him  again  ft  the  Infults  of  the  Fadlion  ; 
or,  if  they  con’d  not,  fo  far  influence  the  E- 
ledtion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  to  re¬ 
turn  a  Majority  that  wou’d  be  favourable  to 
his  Interefts  to  both  which  Demands  the 
Sheriffs  anfwer’d,  that  the  Lords  had  fuch  an 
Intereft  in  their  feveral  Counties,  that  they 
cou’d  not  promife  to  ferve  him.  Then  the 
King  propos’d  it  to  the  Judges  and  principal 
Lawyers,  whether  he  might  not  refume  his 

anciens 
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A.D. 1 387  ancient  Prerogatives,  fince  he  had  been  com- 
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pell’d  by  Force  to  yield  to  the  Demands  of 
the  Malecontents  ;  to  which  the  Judges una- 
nimoufly  anfwer’d  he  might ;  but  being  de- 
fir’d  to  fign  their  Opinions,  it  feems,  they 
hefitated  a  little,  as  knowing  the  Lords  wou’d 
take  a  fevere  Revenge  upon  them  ;  and  on 
this  Occafion  it  is  reported,  that  Judge  Bel¬ 
knap  faid,  that  now  he  wanted  nothing  but  a 
Hurdle  and  a  Halter  towards  his  Execution, 
forefeeing  it  wou’d  not  be  long  delay’d,  if 
the  Lords  prevail’d. 

The  Malecontents  were  not  ignorant  of  the 
an°Ar iTot Contrivances  of  the  Court  to  iupprefs  their 
40,00c)  Infolence,  and  refcue  the  King  out  of  their 
Men.  Power,  whereupon  they  immediately  aflemb- 
led  their  Friends  and  Vaflals,  and  making  a 
Body  of  forty  thoufand  Men,  they  advanc’d 
as  far  as  Highgate  in  their  Way  towards 
London ,  whither  the  King,  who  was  now  at 
Weftminjler ,  lent  to  demand  what  they  wou’d 
have,  and  why  they  were  aifembled  in  that 
hoftile  Manner.  The  next  Day  the  five  Lords 
having  obtain’d  a  l'afe  Condubt,  attended  the 
King  at  Weftminjler ,  and  declar’d  they  were 
afiembled  for  the  Good  of  the  King  and  King- 
mand  tu"  ^om,  to  root  out  thofe  who  were  Traitors 
ftice  aeainft  anc^  Enemies  to  both, and  particularly  demand- 
the  king’s  ed  Juftice  againft  the  Duke  of  Ireland ,  the  Earl 
Miniilers.  Gf ^y^/ktheArchbifhop  of Tork, theLordChief 
J uftice  1  reftlian ,  and  Sir  Nicholas  Brambre ,  an 
Alderman  of  London.  The  King  hereupon 
promis’d  that  they  fhou’d  recieve  Satisfaction 
in  thefe  Articles  the  next  Parliament,  but  at 
the  fame  time  demanded  by  what  Authority 
they  levy’d  Arms  againlt  their  Sovereign  : 
He  endeavour’d  however  afterwards  to  pacify 
them  with  good  Words,  and  they  withdrew 

in 
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in,  appearance  pretty  well  pleas’d  with  their  A  D.  1387 
Reception,  but  did  not  think  fit  however  to 
difmifs  their  Troops.  The  King  foon  after 
difpatch’d  the  Duke  of  Ireland  into  Wales,,  to 
endeavour  to  raile  Forces  to  proted  him  againll: 
thefe  Inlults  of  the  Lords,  of  which  the  Earl 
of  Derby  receiving  Advice,  attack’d  the  Duke  ^He¬ 
in  his-March  towards  London,  and  having  de- 
feated  his  Army,  the  Duke  fled  over  into  command- 
Flanders ,  and  the  King  fhut  himfelf  up  in  ed  by  the 
the  Tower,  waiting  there  for  an  Opportunity,  Dukeof 
as  ’tis  faid,  to  embark  for  France ,  where  he 
propos’d  to  take  Refuge,  and  avoid  the  Pur- 
fuit  of  his  rebellious  Subjeds  ;  and  if  we  may 
credit  his  Enemies,  had  adually  agreed  to  A.D.  1388 
deliver  up  Calais  to  the  French  King,  in  confl- 
deration  of  his  Afliftance  to  defend  his  Prero¬ 
gatives.  But  whatever  the  King  might  intend, 
the  five  Lords  having  quarter’d  their  Army 
about  the  City  of  London ,  compell’d  his  High- 
nefs  to  refign  himfelf  to  their  Difpolal,  to  ba-  They«>m- 
nifh  the  Archbifhop  of  Fork ,  the  Bifhops  of  {?0  ba^,n§ 
Durham  and  Chichefter ,  and  feveral  temporal  home  of  his 
Peers  of  his  Council,  and  even  lome  of  the  Minifters 
Ladies  of  the  Court  they  did  not  like,  threat- 
ning  to  dethrone  him  and  eled  another  King  2>ath. 
if  he  did  not  comply  with  their  Demands. 

The  Confederate  Lords  alfo  having  oblig’d  They  pro- 
the  King  to  iffue  out  his  Writs  for  the  affem- 
bling  a  Parliament,  to  be  held  at  Candlemas  y  fo  ratify  their 
influenc’d  the  Eledions,  that  the  Members  Pioceed- 
were  entirely  at  their  Devotion.  The  next  in2s- 
Step  they  took  was  to  compel  the  King  to 
meet  them,  and  ratify  by  their  Authority 
what  the  five  Lords  had  already  done,  and  to 
take  a  more  ample  Revenge  on  their  Ene¬ 
mies.  Accordingly  they  order’d  the  Judges 
to  be  arrefted  as  they  fat  upon  the  Bench  in 
VOL.XVIH.  E  Weftminfter- 
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XD.1388  Wefiminfter-Hall,  particularly,  Fulthorp ,  Bel- 
„  '  knap ,  Holt ,  Burgh ,  Cfzry  and  Laiton  ;  as  to 
t^'e  Chief  Juftice  Frefdian ,  he  conceal’d  him- 
felf  fome  little  time. 

^.D.1389  The  firft  thing  that  the  Parliament  went  up- 
~~ ~~T\  on  was  to  confirm  all  that  the  difaffedted 
Lords  had  done.  They  alfo  rais’d  a  Tax  on 
who  raife  a  Wool  and  Leather,  out  of  which  they  paid 
Tax  for  the  ^he  five  Lords  twenty  thoufand  Pounds,  as  a 
Makcon^ C  ^ewar^  f°r  their  Services  in  the  Reformation 
tents.  °f  the  State.  Then  they  proceeded  to  im¬ 
peach  the  Archbifhop  of  Fork ,  the  Duke  of 
Ireland ,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  Chief  Juftice  Fre- 
filian ,  and  Sir  Nicholas  Brambre ,  of  High  Trea- 
fon  ;  and  the  Chief  Juftice  being  betray’d  by 
one  of  his  Servants  was  apprehended  and  drawn 
on  a  Sledge  to  Fyburn ,  where  the  Executioner 
CersofState  cut  his  Throat,  according  to  his  Orders.  Sir 
illegally  John  Beauchamp ,  Steward  of  the  King’s  Houfe- 
hold,  Sir  Simon  Burley ,  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Sir  Nicholas  Brambre ,  and  feveral  other  great 
Officers  of  State  wereput  toDeath  alfo, without 
being  allow’d  a  legal  Tryal.  The  Duke  o-f 
Ireland  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  being  fled  be¬ 
yond  Sea,  had  their  Eftates  confifcated,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Judges  who  fign’d  the  Opini¬ 
on  at  Northampton  were  banifhed  to  Ireland, 
from  which  rigorous  and  arbitrary  Proceed¬ 
ings  this  Convention  obtain’d  the  Name  of 
Fhe  Unmerciful  Parliament ;  tho’  in  the  Opini¬ 
on  of  moft  Men  they  could  hardly  be  call’d  a 
Parliament  the  King  being  all  this  time  un¬ 
der  a  Force  :  nor  were  the  Proceedings  at  all 
Parliamentary,  or  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of 
England ,  for  it  appears  by  the  Statute  Book, 
that  the  Duke  of  Ireland ,  Chief  Juftice  Frefi- 
lian ,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  Brambre ,  and  the 
Archbifhop  of  Fork,  were  not  impeach’d  by 
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the  Commons,  but  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 

r  a  ?  t*"  ^er^y->  anc^  the  other  three  difaf-  * — — — 

recced  Lords ;  who,  as  the  Record  recites,  had 
alfembled  F orces,  and  compell’d  the  King  to 
permit  thefe  Executions,  and  give  up  hisSer- 
vants  into  their  mercilefs  Hands  :  And  being 
confcious  they  might  one  day  be  call’d  to  an 
Account  for  the  Force  they  had  put  upon  the 
King,  they  made  his  Highnefs  pafs  an  Aft  of  The  Lords 
Faidon  for  the  faid  five  Lords  and  their  Ad-  make  the 
herents  :  They  alfo  condefcended  to  pafs  an  KingPafs 
Ad,  that  none  of  the  reft  of  the  King’s  Ad-p"^*0/ 
herents  Ihou’d  for  the  future  be  call’d  to  an  STnd' 
Account  for  their  Adions,  unlefs  the  Duke  of' theirAdhe- 
Ireland ,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  and  about  twenty  rents‘ 
more  of  the  King’s  Friends,  whom  they  ex¬ 
cepted  by  Name  :  And  thefe  the  King  was 
by  the  fame  Ad  reftrain’d  from  pardoning^ 

And  laftly  the  King  was  oblig’d  to  renew  his 
Coronation  Oath,  and  the  Lords  renew’d  their 
Oaths  of  Allegiance,  after  which  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  broke  up  the  4th  of  June. 

While  the  Malecon tents  were  thus  ufurping  The  War 
more  than  Sovereign  Power,  the  Scots*  who  rcrfvv’d 

reHr  Kfli£  FCh  favourabIe  Opportunities,  'Z[T 
invaded  the  Northern  Counties,  whom  Henry  uj 

Cord  Percy  encountring,  kill’d  their  Leaded- 
Earl  Douglas ,  with  his  own  Hand,  but  was 
afterwards  overpower’d  and  made  Prifoner  by 
the  Earl  of  Dunbar.  On  the  other  Hand,  the 
Earl  of  Arundel  infulted  the  French  Coafts 
and  took  a  great  many  of  their  Ships,  which 
produc’d  a  T reaty  between  France  and  Eng¬ 
land,  and  a  Truce  for  three  Years  was  at  length  a  %  Years 
agreed  on,  in  which  the  Scots  were  included,  "  Truce , 

I  he  King  being  now  arriv’d  at  full  Age,  had  th,  v* 
theSpirit  to  discharge  theLords  who  had  taken  takes  the"5 
\4jpon  them  theGuardianlhipofhisPerfon  durino-  Govem- 

E  2  ug  into 

“nis  hi  Hands* 
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d.D.  1389  his  Minority,  anddifplac’d  the  great  Officers 
~  ~  theyhad  put  about  him :  He  turn’d  out  theChan- 
l ^y-sj  cellor,  and  conftituted  the  celebrated  William 
of  Wickham,  Biffiop  of  Winchefter ,  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  in  his  Head  ■,  but  ’tis  laid  he  was  not  fo 
happy  in  the  Choice  of  the  reft  of  his  Minifters 
as  cou’d  have  been  wifh’d,  tho’  poffibly  their 
greateft  Faults  were  their  being  in  a  different 
Intereft  from  the  difaffedted  Lords.  Soon  af¬ 
ter  thefe  Alterations  at  Court,  arriv’d  the 
Duke  of  Lane  after  from  Spain ,  where  he  had 
carried  on  the  War  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  he 
compell’d  the  King  of  Caftille  to  pay  him  the 
Sum  of  600,000  Livres  for  the  Charges  of  his 
Expedition,  and  to  give  him  Security  for  the 
Payment  of  40, 000  Livres  per  Annum,  during 
his  own  and  the  Dutchefs’s  Life,  and  the  Life 
The  Duke  of  the  Survivor  *,  and  laftly,  the  King  of  Ca~ 
of  Lanca-  ft  ill  e  married  his  Son  to  the  Duke’s  Daughter, 
fter  marries  Catherine,  and  the  Succeflion  was  fettled  firft 
rer  to  the*  upon  the  I  flue  of  that  Marriage,  and  in  De- 
Kingo [Ca-  fault  of  fuch  Iflue,  upon  the  Children  of  the 
/lilies  Son.  Duke  of  York,  who  had  married  the  other 
Daughter  of  Pete r,  late  King  of  Caftille,  in 
confederation  whereof  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs 
of  Lancafter  relinquifh’d  their  Claim  to  the 
Crown  of  Caftille,  and  return’d  to  England, 
where  the  King  receiv’d  him  in  appearance 
with  Abundance  of  Affedtion,  and  not  long 
after  conferr’d  on  him  the  Dutchy  of  Guienne, 
where  he  made  his  Refidence  for  fome  time  ; 
while  his  Son  the  Earl  of  Derby,  ambitious 
of  Glory,  or  rather  for  fear  of  being  call’d  to 
an  Account,  went  a  Voluntier  to  the  Wars 
in  Pruffa . 


Duke  of 
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At  a  Parliament  held  this  Year,  the  for-  1393 
mer  Statutes  of  Provifors  and  *  Praemunire  “~T  ~Ty 
were  not  only  enforc’d,  but  it  was  enaCted, 

That  if  anyPerfon  went  out  of  the  Realm  to  TheSta- 
procure  a  Benefice  by  way  of  Provifion,  he  *utes 
fhould  be  out  of  the  King’s  Protection,  andpS- 
and  his  Benefice  void.  And  by  another  Sta-  munire 
tute,  if  any  one  accepted  a  Benefice  obtain’d  enforc’d, 
contrary  to  the  faid  Statutes,  he  fhould  incur 
a  Praemunire. 

The  Parliament  gave  the  King  a  Supply  JD- 1 39^ 
this  Year,  which  Ivas  expended  chiefly  in  a  “T  T 
chargeable  Embaffy  of  the  Duke  of  Lan - 
cafter’s  to  France  to  treat  of  Peace  •,  but  he 
obtained  only  a  Truce  for  a  Year.  The  Ex- 
pences  of  the  King’s  Court  alfo  in  magnifi¬ 
cent  Feftivals  and  Tournaments  are  obferv’d 
to  be  exceeding  great  at  this  time  ;  ten  thou- 
fand  Men,  ’tis  faid,  were  daily  entertain’d  at 
the  King’s  Expence,  and  the  Queen  was  no 
lefs  profufe.  Thefe  Expences  occafioning  a 
want  of  Money,  the  King  applied  himfelf  to 
the  City  of  London  to  lend  him  a  thoufand 
Pounds,  but  was  rudely  refus’d;  and  a  Lom-  The  King 
lard  offering  to  lay  down  the  Sum,  was  refu5’d 
fhamefully  beat  and  abus’d  by  the  Citizens  ;  by 
which  fo  provok’d  his  Highnefs,  that  for  this 
and  another  Riot  committed  in  the  Streets 
about  the  fame  time,  he  feiz’d  on  their  Pri- 


*  A  Praemunire  is  fo  call'd  from  the  Words  Praemunire  fa¬ 
cias  in  the  Writ ,  and  whoever  incurs  a  Pramunire,  forfeits - 
his  Perfonal  P ft  ate  and  his  Lands,  and  is  liable  to  perpetual 
Imprifonment .  Phis  was  the  Pun'jhraent  of  thofe  who  were 
concerts  d  in  procuring  Livings  and  other  Eccleftaftical  Prefer¬ 
ments  from  the  P ope  prtviftonally,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  true 
Patrons.  And  of  thofe  who  appeal'd  to  the  Pope,  or  fued  in 
any  Eccleftaftical  Court ,  where  the  Courts  of  Common-Law 
had  Jurif didiion. 


vilegeSj 
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A.D.  1391  vileges,  turn’d  out  the  Magiftrates,  and  ap- 
1 4  &  1  cR  P°*nI;ed  them  a  Governor,  removing  the 
Courts  of  Juftice  from  London  to  Torky  till 
Their  Pri-  the  Citizens  thought  fit  to  humble  themfelves, 
vileges  and  pay  the  King  a  Fine  of  ten  thoufand 
ilvTS  P°un<^s-  They  prefented  the  King  alfo  with  a 
but  reitoPd  Crown  of  Gold,  and  the  Queen  with  ano- 

on  their  ther ;  whereupon  their  Privileges  were  re- 
Submiffion  ftor>d> 

j.D.  1393  The  Dukes  of  Lancajler  and  Gloucefter  were 

- —  fent  over  to  France  again  the  following  Year, 

tp  negotiate  a  Peace  between  the  two  Crowns, 
v  and  as  they  were  to  make  a  Figure  fuitable  to 
their  Quality,  a  Supply  was  granted  by  Par¬ 
liament  to  defray  the  Charges  of  it ;  tho9 
Th zTrencb  Charles  the  French  King  becoming  Lunatick, 
King  mad.  they  returned  without  effecting  any  thing. 

J.D.  1394  This  Year  was  remarkable  for  the  Death 

■ - '  of  feveral  Ladies  of  the  Royal  Family.  The 

i6&cijR.2  King  loft  his  beloved  Queen  Anne ,  at  which 
tO  ueen  exPre^,,ci  a  more  than  ordinary  Concern, 
ar.dthe  pulling  down  the  Apartment  in  the  Palace  of 
Dutcheis  Richmond ,  where  fhe  died,  and  would  never 
Lan-  refide  there  afterwards :  And  the  Dutcheffes 
c after  cue.  Yancafter  and  York ,  and  the  Countefs  of 

Derby  died  within  a  few  Weeks  after  the 
Queen. 

A.D.  1395  The  Irijh  having  recourfe  to  Arms  about 
~ this  time,  and  difcovering  a  Difpofition  to. 

throw  off  the  Englijh  Yoke,  the  King  em- 
T he  Xin?  bark’d  for  that  Kingdom  with  a  confiderable 
goes  to  Army,  and  having  made  fome  Progrefs  in 
Ireland.  reducing  the  Rebels,  the  Archbifhop  of  Fork 
and  the  Bifhop  of  London  were  deputed  by 
Recall’d  the  Clergy  of  England  to  attend  him  there, 
from  and  defire  his  fpeedy  Return,  for  that  the 
fupprcfs°  Lollards ,  the  Difciples  of  Wickliffe ,  had  gain’d 
theL/iWi  fo  many  Profelites  among  the  Nobility,  as 

we.U 
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well  as  among  the  common  People,  that  the  1 395 
Church  was  in  very  great  Danger.  Where-  ~7T 
upon  the  King  left  the  Earl  of  March  to  con- 
tinue  that  War,  and  return’d  to  England,  where 
having  fummon’d  an  AlTembly  of  the  No¬ 
bility,  he  reprov’d  them  for  countenancing 
thefe  Novelties,  and  oblig’d  Sir  Richard  Sto¬ 
ry,  who  had  embrac’d  that  Seft,  to  abjure 
their  Principles,  threatning  him  with  Death 
il  ever  he  relaps’d.  In  the  mean  time  the  The  King 
Corps  of  the  Duke  of  Ireland ,  who  died  at  attsnds  the 
Lovain,  being  brought  over  to  England ,  the 
King  himfelf,  with  the  Bifhops  and  Clergy  Funeral, 
attended  his  Funeral,  but  not  many  of  the 
Temporal  Nobility  could  be  perfuaded  to 
appear  at  this  Solemnity. 

The  Duke  of  Lancafter  was  now  in  Gafcony ,  ^  ^.1396- 
where  he  kept  a  noble  Court,  and  endea-  ~ 
vour’d  by  his  Bounty  to  reconcile  that  People  1 . 
to  his  Government,  but  they  infilled  that  The  Gaf- 
t his  Dutchy  could  not  be  alienated  from  the  cons  refu- 
Crown  of  England ,  and  would  never  acknovv-  !'ln^ W 
ledge  him  for  their  Prince.'  Whereupon  the  the°DulJe 
King  thought  fit  to  recall  him,  and  revoke  of  Lan- 
that  Grant.  The  Duke  on  his  return  ob-  cafier  for 
tain’d  the  King’s  Leave  to  marry  the  Lady  ^eirDuke» 
Katherine ,  Widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Swinford ,  call’d.6 
by  whom  he  had  four  Sons,  during  the  Life  The  Duke 
of  his  former  Dutchefs,  whom  he  firnam’d  marries  his 
Beaufon  from  a  Caftle  of  the  Duke’s  of  that  SdSlf’ 
Name  in  France ,  and  he  afterwards  procur’d  matwher 
them  to  be  ligitimated  by  Aft  of  Parlia-  Iffue. 
ment.  The  King  having  negotiated  a  Mar-  The  King 
riage,  a  little  before  the  Duke’s  Arrival,  with  marries  the 
*^5  French  King’s  Daughter,  the  Princefs 
Ifabella,  was  attended  by  the  Dukes  of  Lan-  Daughter. 
cajler  and  Gloucejter  and  a  fplendid  Equipage  an  Infant, 
to  Calais ,  near  which  Town  the  Marriage 

was 
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AD. 1397  was  folemniz’d,  the  Princefs  being  then  about 
feven  Years  of  Age.  In  this  Voyage,  ’tis 
»/Y\.Z  computed,  King  Richard  did  not  lay  outlefs 
than  three  hundred  thoufand  Marks,  for 
The  Duke  which,  as  well  as  the  Match  it  felf,  he  was 
of Gloucejler  reproach’d  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  as  he 

the  Kino-  was  not  long  after,  for  delivering  up  Cher - 
for  Mif-  burg  to  France ,  and  Rrejl  to  the  Duke  of  Bre- 
condutt.  tagne ;  tho’  the  King  had  no  Pretence  to  keep 
and c^em  after  the  Money  was  paid,  for  the  Se- 
d sliver’d  curity  whereof  they  were  put  into  the  Hands 
up.  of  the  Englijh.  But  it  was  obferv’d  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  that  he  was  perpetually 
finding  Fault  with  the  King’s  Adminiifration, 
and  would  allow  nothing  to  be  well  done 
that  he  did  not  advife ;  which  reviv’d  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  former  Infolence,  when  he 
did  not  only  compel  the  King  to  change  his 
Miniftry,  but  facrific’d  the  great  Officers  of 
State  and  the  King’s  beft  Friends  to  his  Ca¬ 
pricious  Humour,  during  his  Highnefs’s  Mi¬ 
nority.  Some  Hiftorians  alfo  affirm  pofitive- 
ly,  that  he  was  now  engag’d  in  fuch  another 
Confpiraey,  v/ith  the  Lord  Arundel  and  others, 
to  reform  the  Court :  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
King  complain’d  to  the  Duke  of  Lancajler 
and  the  Duke  of  York,  of  the  Duke  of  Glou¬ 
cejler'1  s  Prefumption  in  flandering  his  Admi- 
niftration,  and  when  they  endeavour’d  to  ex- 
cufe  their  Brother,  the  King  began  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  Jealoufy  that  they  themfclves  were  in 
a  Confpiraey  againft  him  :  Whereupon  being 
apprehenfive  that  they  might  be  involv’d  in 
the  fame  Ruin  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler , 
they  retir’d  from  Court  and  liv’d  privately. 
He  is  ap-  Soon  after  which  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  was 
Prell£nded  apprehended  and  fent  over  to  Calais ,  and  the 
'culaf^  t0  Earls  °F  Warwick  and  Arundel ,  who  were 

luppos’d 
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fuppos’d  to  be  in  the  Cdnfpiracy  with  him,  A.D.  1397 
were  committed  to  the  Tower,  as  was  the  ~~ — ~ 
Lord  Cobham  and  Sir  John  Cheyney  fome  little  1 
time  after  •,  the  King  declaring  that  it  was  The  Earls 
for  a  frefli  Confpiracy  againft  his  Govern-  of  Arundel 
rnent.  and  War- 

While  thefe  Lords  were  in  Cuftody,  the  ^^heent 
King,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Peers.,  fum-  Tower, 
•mon’d  a  Parliament  to  meet  in  the  middle  of 
September',  and  the  Court  making  ufe  of  its  In¬ 
fluence  in  the  Eledlions  of  the  Commons,  fuch 
Members  only  were  return’d  asexprefs’d  their 
Readinefs  to  concur  with  the  Adminiftration, 

( as  fome  Hiftorians  fuggeft  and  indeed  the 
Harmony  between  the  two  Houfes  and  the 
Court,  fee  ms  very  much  to  refemble  what 
we  have  feen  in  fome  fucceeding  Reigns) :  The 
Parliament  refus’d  nothing  that  the  Court  A.D.  1397 

intimated  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Miniftry; - 

they  repeal’d  all  the  Adlsthat  had  been  made  2°&21^-2 
by  that  factious  unmerciful  Parliament  in  aiIchOts 
the  nth  Year  of  the  King  ;  even  the  A6t  of  of  the  Un- 
Pardon  the  five  Lords  had  procur’d  to  fecure  merciful 
them  from  being  call’d  to  an  Account  for  Parl!a™cnt 
their  Rebellion,  and  the  Murder  of  the  Great 
Officers  of  State,  together  with  the  Commif- 
flon  empowering  the  eleven  Lords  to  take  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government  out  of 
the  King’s  Hands,  declaring  that  thofe  Afts 
were  traiteroufly  obtain’d,  by  a  Force  put 
upon  his  Highnefs.  After  which  Dr,  Thomas  The  Lords 
Arundel  Arehbifhop  of  Canterbury  was  im-  impcacUd 
peach’d  and  convidted  of  High-Treafon,  for  'yil0PuCa 
acling  by  the  faid  Commiffion,  and  after-  theKlngln 
wards  banifh’d.  The  Earls  of  Arundel  and  the  unmer- 
JVarwick  alfo  were  impeach’d  and  convidted  cifal  ^ar- 
of  Eligh-Treafon,  in  putting  a  Force  upon  liamem' 
the  King  at  the  time  of  the  Unmerciful  Par- 
Yol,  XVIII.  F  liament* 
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d-D.  1397  liamenc  nine  or  ten  Years  before.  And  the 
Earl  of  Arundel ,  in  purfuance  of  his  Sentence, 
was  beheaded  on  'Tower-hill.  But  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  confefiing  his  Offence,  was  only  im- 
prifon’d  in  the  JJle  of  Man.  The  Duke  of 
Gloucefter  being  about  the  fame  time  found 
The  Duke  in  his  Bed  at  Calais ,  the  Court  gave  out 
of  Glou-  he  died  of  an  Apoplexy,  while  the  Malecon- 
tents  affirm'd  he  was  murder’d.  But  however 
that  was,  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  fat  as  High 
Steward  at  thefe  Trials,  and  pronounc’d  the 
Sentence  againft  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and 
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Creations 
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bility. 


Warwick ,  who  were  charg’d  as  Confederates' 
with  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  his  Brother. 

During  this  Parliament  there  were  feveral 
new  Creations  of  the  Nobility,  Henry  Earl  of 
Derby ,  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Lancafter ,  was 
made  Duke  of  Hereford ;  the  Earl  of  Rutland, 
eldeft  Son  of  the  Duke  of  Tork ,  Duke  of  Al¬ 
bemarle *,  the  Earl  of  Kent  Duke  of  Surrey,  the 
Earl  of  Huntington  Duke  of  Exeter ,  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham  Duke  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of 
Somerfet  Marquis  of  Dorfet ,  the  Lord  Spencer 
Earl  of  Gloucefter,  the  Lord  Neville  Earl  of 
Weftmoreland,  William  Scrope  Earl  of  Wiltfhire, 
and  Thomas  Percy  Earl  of  Wor cejler  -,  and  the 
King  diftributed  great  part  of  the  Lands  of 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  and  the  Earls  of  Arun¬ 
del  and  Warwick,  which  were  conftfcated,  a- 
mongft  them.  But  thefe  Honours  and  Grants* 


’tis  obferv’d,  made  him  fcarce  any  Friends. 
A.t>.  1393  The  Parliament  being  prorogued*  affem- 
bled  afterwards  at  Shrewftniry ,  where  they  de¬ 
clar’d  the  Opinions  of  the  Judges  given  at 
Northampton  to  be  good.  Law.-  The  Judges 
alfo  gave  their  Opinion,  That  it  was  High 
Treafon  topoftpone  the  Bufinefs  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  Parliament-  by  the  King  till  thei? 

Grie- 
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Grievances  were  fatisfy’d.  And  at  laid:  the  d.D.  1398 
Parliament  delegated  their  Authority  to  12  “7  ~* 
Peers  and  6  Commoners,  whofe  Ordinances, 
with  the  King’s  Aflent,  were  declar’d  to  be 
of  equal  Force  with  an  Aft  of  Parliament. 

Then  the  King  granted  a  General  Pardon, 
excepting  fifty  that  he  fhould  Name,  and  pro¬ 
cur’d  all  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament 
to  be  ratify’d  by  the  Pope’s  Bull. 

In  Honour  to  the  Chejhire  Men,  of  whom  Qhcjkirc  a 
the  King’s  Guards  were  chiefly  compos’d  at  Prindpa- 
this  time,  he  erefted  that  Earldom  into  a  luy- 
Principality,  filling  hi mfelf,  among  his  other 
Titles,  Prince  of  Chejhire. 

The  King  having  now  the  Parliament  em 
tirely  at  his  Devotion,  found  himfelf  in  a 
Condition  to  aft  more  arbitrarily  than  any 
Prince  in  Chrifltendom.  The  Houfes,  which  The  Par- 
fhould  have  been  Checks  upon  the  Ad  mini-  lament 
ftration,  became Inftruments  of  enflaving  the  tomake^ 
Nation  ;  in  which  probably  the  leading  Men  the  King 
found  their  Account ,  Honours,  Places  or  Arbitrary. 
Penfions  were  the  Rewards  of  their  Trea¬ 
chery,  as  we  have  feen  it  in  fucceediqg  Reigns; 
and  as  the  King  had  the  Concurrence  of  the 
Houfes,  and  was  made  to  believe  that  none 
of  his  Subjefts  durft  difpute  his  Commands 
whilft  this  happy  Union  lafled,  he  ventur’d 
upon  fome  Meafures  which  gave  a  general 
Difguft. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Hereford  Puke  of 
charging  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  with  fome  fedi- 
tious  Difcourfes,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  denied  the*  Duke* 
the  Converfation,  and  challeng’d  his  Accufer.  o {Hereford-^ 
Whereupon  a  Day  was  appointed  to  determine 
the  Difpute  by  Angle  Combat  before  the  King 
and  the  wholeCourt,when  both  Parties  enter’d 
ihe  Lifts  and  were  ready  to  engage  ;  but  the 
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A.D.\ 399  King  pretending  to  abhor  this  brutifh  way  ofde= 
37 77W  ciding  Controversies,  banifh’d  both  the  Dukes, 
Hereford,  for  ten  Years,  and  Norfolk  for  ever. 
The  Duke  The  following  Year,  about  Candlemas ,  died 
of  Lan -  the  Duke  of  Lane  after ,  pofiefs’d  of  a  vaft 

c after  dies.  Eh-ate5  v/hich  the  King  feiz’d,  and  procur’d 
fSVhi?  tlie  Committee  of  Parliament  above-menti- 
Eftace.  oned  to  banifh  the  Duke  of  Hereford^  Son  and 
Pleir  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter ,  for  ever  y 
and  by  thefe  and  fuch  like  arbitrary  and  un- 
juft  Proceedings,  the  King  having  replenifh’d 
his  Treafury,  kept  a  very  fplendid  Court, 
fpending  his  time  in  Eafe  and  Luxury,  with¬ 
out  regarding  the  Murmurs  of  his  People  at 
the  Incurftons  of  the  Scots ,  who  ravag’d  the 
Northern  Counties  at  this  time  3  while  the 
French  infulted  the  Southern  Coafts,  made 
Prize  of  the  Englijh  Shipping,  and  ruin’d  our 
Foreign  Commerce.  But  what  gave  the  Nar 
tion  the  moft  terrible  Apprehenftons  was,  the 
Cwrlks  Harliament’s  declaring  ij  Counties  guilty 
charg’d  of  High  Treafon,  for  adhering  to  the  Duke 
with  T rea-  of  Gloucefter  ten  Years  before,  whereby  they 
fon,  and  Were  oblig’d  to  purchafe  their  Peace  of  the 
buyWir  King,  either  by  a  Sum  of  ready  Money,  or 
Peace.  entering  into  fuch  Securities  as  were  demanded 
of  them,  which  rendered  the  Ad  mini  ft  ration 
generally  detefted. 

The  King  While  the  Nation  was  in  this  ferment,  the 
gees  over  King  receiv’d  Advice  that  the  Irifh  were  again 
to  Inland .  reVolted,they  had  defeated  and  kill’d  the  Earl 
of  March  in  an  Engagement,  and  began  to 
threaten  the  entire  Expulfion  of  the  Englijh. 
Whereupon  the  King  rais’d  a  great  Army,  for 
Great  the  maintaining  of  which  he  extorted  largeSu  ms 

Sums  ex-  from  his  Subje&s  by  way  of  Loan,prefs’d  Men 
torj£^°  and  Carriages,  and  feiz’d  on  their  Provifions 
Army  ■  without  paying  for  them  iandhavingproclaim’d 
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the  Earl  of  Northumberland  a  Traytor  for  not  ■^•■^■1399 
attending  him  in  this  Expedition,  he  embark’d  ~~  T 
for  Ireland,  taking  with  him  the  Sons  of  the 
Duke  of  Lancafier ,  and  of  fome  other  Noble¬ 
men,  as  Pledges  of  their  Loyalty  ;  and  left  his 
Uncle,  the  Duke  of  York,  Regent  of  England 
in  his  Abfence.  When  he  arriv’d  in  Ireland, 

?tis  faid,  the  King  behav’d  himfelf  with  a 
great  deal  of  Bravery,  and  having  repuls’d 
the  Rebel  Irijh ,  was  in  a  fair  way  of  reducing 
that  Kingdom  to  a  fettled  Condition. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Hereford,  The  Duk$ 
pow  Lane  after,  having  been  unjuftly  depriv’d 
of  his  Inheritance,  as  has  been  related,  reciev- 
ing  Intelligence  from  his  Friends  in  England 
of  the  King’s  Abfence,  and  the  univerlal  Dif- 
Gon tents  of  the  People,  apply ’d  himfelf  to  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne,  his  Kinfman,  of  whom  he 
obtain’d  three  Ships,  and  about  fourfeore  or 
an  hundred  Men,  and  with  this  inconfiderable 
Force  fet  Sail  for  England ,  aecompany’d  by 
the  young  Lord  Arundel,  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Lord  Cobh  am ,  Sir  Thomas  Er- 
fington,  and  other  Exiles,  and  landing  the 
Beginning  of  July,  at  Ravenfpur  in  York/hire, 
pretended  at  firft  he  wascomeover  to  endeavour 
the  Recovery  of  his  Father  the  Duke  of  Lan- 
c  after’s  Eftate,  but  finding  himfelf  immediately  He  is  join'd 
join’d  by  the  Earls  of  Northumberland  and  by  the  No- 
tVeftmor eland,  and  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  j^ty-ean<* 
with  Multitudes  of  the  common  People 1  e  p  ‘ 
flocking  to  him  from  all  Parts,  he  ventur’d 
to  lay  Claim  to  the  Crown  it  felf,  which  he 
pretended  was  lineally  defeended  to  him  from 
Edmund,  flrnamed  Crouch-back,  who  was,  as 
he  affirm’d,  the  eldeft  Son  of  Henry  3,  but 
fet  afide  for  his  Deformity,  to  make  Way  for 
his  Brother  Edward . 

'  “  The 


5SZ&23  R2 


3$  The  History  of  England. 

J. D.  1399  The  Duke  of  York ,  whom  King  Richard  had 

left  Regent,  having  confulted  with  the* Lord 
Chancellor  Scrope ,  the  Earl  of  IVdtfhire ,  the 
Trealurer,  and  the  reft  of  the  Miniftry,  in 

this  Exigence,  iffu’d  out  Commiftions  of  Ar¬ 
ray,  and  afiembled  what  Forces  he  cou’d  3  but 
the  City  of  London  being  notorioufty  difaffetft- 
ed,  they  appointed  the  Rendezvous  to  be  at 
niftry  ge-  St.  Alban's  :  Where  obferving  that  the  People 
nerally  de-  were  generally  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Duke  of 
ferted.  Lancafter ,  they  conftder’d  nothing  but  their 

own  Safety.  The  Earl  of  IVdtfhire ,  with 
lb  me  other  Courtiers,  fled  to  Briftol ,  and  the 
Duke  of  York  retir’d  to  his  Eftate,  whereupon 
The  Duke  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  march’d  to  London ,  and 
of  Lanajter  was  reciev’d  with  all  pofftble  Demonftrations 
™oHdonSt° °f'J°y»  from  whence,  after  a  fhort  Stay,  he 
bent  his  March  towards  Briftol ,  and  having 
taken  the  Caftle,  after  a  Siege  of  four  Days, 
and  in  it  the  Earl  of  IVdtfhire ,  Sir  John  Bufhy , 
»-and  Sir  Henry  Green ,  all  of  the  King’s  Coun¬ 
cil,  he  order’d  their  Heads  to  be  ftruck  off, 
without  any  Forms  of  Law. 

King  Richard  hearing  of  the  Succefs  of  the 
Duke  of  Lancafter ,  had  Tent  over  the  Earl  of 
Salisbury  to  raife  Forces  in  IVales ,  and  the 
Earl  aftembled  an  Army  of  thirty  or  forty 
thoufand  Men  3  but  the  King  not  coming  o- 
ver  in  Perfon  as  foon  as  was  expefted,  this  Bo- 

K.  Richard dy  difpers’d.  At  length  the  King  landed  at 
Milford  Haven  with  fome  thoufands  of  Che- 
Jhire  Men,  from  whence  he  march’d  to  Caer- 
marthen ,  and  underftanding  that  the  whole 
Kingdom  almoft  had  revolted  to  the  Duke  of 
Lancafter ,  he  left  his  Army  in  the  Night-time 
and  went  privately  to.  the  Caftle  of  Conway , 
Here  the  Lord  Thomas,  Percy,  Steward  of  his 
Houfehold, feeing  all  defperate,bioke  hjs  white 
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Staff  before  the  King’s  Servants,  and  wento- 
vdr  to  the  Enemy  ;  whereupon  mod  of  them 
difpers’d,  leaving  the  King  a  very  (lender  At¬ 
tendance.  The  King  having  now  no  body 
about  him  he  could  confide  in,-  fent  to  the 
Duke  of  Lancajler  to  defire  a  Conference  •, 
and  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland  being  fent  to  hear 
what  he  had  to  offer,  he  defir’d  only  that  he 
might  live  a  private  Life,  with  eight  Perfons 
more  he  fhould  name,-  and  have  a  handfome 
Revenue  affign’d  him,  and  upon  thefe  Con¬ 
ditions  he  was  ready  to  refign  his  Crown.  The 
Earl  of  Northumberland  having  promis’d  with 
an  Oath  that  this  fhou’d  be  comply’d  with, 
the  King  left  Conway  Caftle,  and  put  himfelf 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Duke  of  Lane  after ,  with 
whom  he  march’d  to  Ghefter ,  and  afterwards 
to  London .  It  was  but  little  more  than  fix 
Weeks  between  the  Duke’s  Landing  and  the 
King’s  furrendring  himfelf  into  his  Hands. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  conciev’d  what  a  Preju¬ 
dice  the  City  of  London  had  entertain’d  for  this 
Unfortunate  Prince  :  it  is  faid  they  were  fofar 
from  behaving  themfelves  decently  towards 
him,  that  the  Recorder  at  the  head  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Citizens  meeting  the  Duke  as  he  enter’d 
the  City,  defir’d  he  wou’d  ftrike  off  King  Ri¬ 
chard's  Head,  and  the  Heads  of  all  thofe  that 
were  taken  with  him  ;  to  which  the  Duke  an- 
fwePd,  that  wou’d  be  an  everlafting  Reproach 
to  him  and  his  Adherents ;  but  he  wou’d  fecure 
their  Perfons  in  the  Tower,  and  leave  them  to 
the  Judgment  of  theParliament :  For  the  King 
had  no  fooner  fallen  into  the  Duke’s  Hands, 
but  he  oblig’d  him  to  fummon  a  Parliament 
to  meet  on  the  laft  of  September  at  Weftminfter. 

In 
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A.D  1399  In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Lane  after's 

~ -  Party  confider’d  of  the  moft  effe&ual  Means 

22&23#.2  tQ  gx  on  cheThrone  :  To  which  purpofe,  < 
j.  They  drew  up  a  Form  of  Refignation  for 
King  Richard  to  fign.  2.  They  fram’d  three 
a  nd  thirty  Articles,  containing  Richard's  Male- 
Adminiilration,  for  which  the  Parliament  were 
to  adjudge  him  depos’d:  And  laftly  theThrone 
being  declar'd  vacant,  the  Duke  of  Lancafter 
was  to  claim  it  as  the  right  Heir  of  Henry  III. 
K.  Rkbard.  Accordingly  the  Parliament  being  affem- 
reflSns-  a  Committee  was  order’d  to  attend  the 

King  with  the  Inftrument  of  Refignation  they 
had  drawn  up  for  him,  wherein  he  is  made  to 
declare  that  he  voluntarily  refign’d  his  Crown, 
that  he  acknowledg'd  himfelf  unfit  to  govern 
the  Kingdom,  and  aefefv’d  to  be  depos’d, 
and  to  defire  that  the  Duke'of  Lancafter  might 
fuefceed  him.  This  Refignation  the  King  read 
himfelf,  and  afterwards  fign’d.  Then  pul- 
He  is  dc-  ling  off  his  Signet,  he  put  it  on  the  Duke’s 
pos'd.  Finger,  by  which  Ceremony  it  was  to  be  un- 
derffood  he  invefted  him  in  the  Kingdom, 
Then  the  Articles  upon  which  the  Parliament 
were  to  proceed  to  his  Depofino'n  were  read, 
wherein  he  is  charged  with  Tyranny,  Oppref- 
fion,  Cruelty,  Perjury,  and  aircraft  all  Man¬ 
ner  of  Crimes  and  Vices  that  a  Prince  cou’d 
be  guilty  of,  and  with  fome  things  that  were 
not  criminal  •,  but  what  is  very  remarkable, 
they  never  charg’d  him  with  his  treating  with 
the  French  King  for  the  Sale  of  Calais ,  which 
was  once  the  Occafion  of  much  Clamour,  and 
makes  it  fufpedted  that  this  and  a  great  many 
Other  Stories  were  only  fram’d  to  lpirit  up  the 
Mob  againft  him.  However  upon  thisCharge 
the  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph ,  the  Earl  of  Gloucefter , 
Juftice  Thjrning^  and  ethers,  were  appointed 
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Commiffioners  to  attend  the  King,  and  pro-  l 399 
nouncethe  Sentence  of  Depofition  in  the  Name 
of  the  States  and  People  of  England. 

After  which  the  Duke  laid  Claim  to  the  va-  The  Duka 
cant  Crown,  as  lineally  defcended  from  Henry  Lanca- 
III,  and  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  led  him-^^™*. 
up  to  the  Throne,  and  plac’d  him  in  it.  This 
was  perform'd  on  the  thirtieth  Day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  King  Richard's  Reign  is  ge¬ 
nerally  held  to  be  at  an  End,  and  the  Reign 
of  Henry  IV  to  commence  :  And  the  Day 
following  other  Agents  were  order’d  to  attend 
the  King,  and  in  his  Prefence  to  renounce  all 
Homage  and  Fealty  the  Nation  ow’d  him. 

Kingj Richard  II  was  a  tall  perfonable  Man  •,  King  Ri- 
Nay  the  handfomeft  Man  that  ever  fate  up-  ^fonand 
on  the  Throne  of  England ,  if  we  may  credit  Character, 
the  Generality  of  our  Hiltorians.  They  are 
ready  alfo  to  allow  him  natural  Parts,  and 
fome  other  valuable  Qualifications.  Elis  great- 
ell  Misfortune  feems  to  have  been  his  falling 
into  ill  Hands  in  his  Minority.  He  had  three 
ambitious  Uncles,  who  made  it  their  Bufmefs 
to  ruin  him  in  his  Education,  and  prejudice 
the  Nation  againft  hirrr ;  and  in  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  it  is  rather  to  be  admir’d  that  he  main¬ 
tain’d  his  Dignity  fo  many  Years  than  that  he 
fell  atlaft  a  Sacrifice  to  their  Ambition.  We  Pn*n'* 
fhall  be  able  to  form  a  Character  of  him  by  visin' 
taking  a  fhort  View  of  the  principal  Tranfac-  this  Reign, 
tions  of  his  Reign.  We  find  that  the  King’s 
Uncles,  in  whole  Hands  the  Adminillration 
was  in  reality  lodg’d,  after  his  Acceffion  fuf- 
fer’d  both  the  French  and  Scots  to  ravage  the 
Country  with  very  little  Oppolidon,  which 
was  certainly  intended  to  make  the  Nation 
weary  of  a  Minority,  and  induce  them  to  fly 
to  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  for  Protection,  who 
Vol.  XVIII.  G  was 
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was  reprefented  as  the  Heroe  of  the  Age;  but 
they  found  the  People  had  yet  too  great  a 
Regard  to  the  Son  of  the  Black  Prince  to  fail 
into  their  Meafures.  This  not  fucceeding, 
they  put  the  King  into  the  Hands  of  the  Earl 
o £  Warwick,  who  was  devoted  to  their  Intereft, 
and  directed  him  to  give  his  Highnefs  fuch  an 
Education  as  might  render  him  unfit  for  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  moft  unacceptable  to  the  Na¬ 
tion,  to  let  him  underftand  as  little  of  his  own 
or  his  People’s  Interefts  as  poflible,  and  to  cre¬ 
ate  in  him  a  Guftfor  Vice  and  Extravagance, 
They  engag’d  him  in  Foreign  Wars  with  Spain 
and  Portugal,  wherein  great  Sums  were  ex¬ 
pended  and  Taxes  impos’d,  which  render’d 
the  Adminiftration  odious  to  the  lower  Clafs 
of  People  ;  and  this  occafion’d  an  Infurredli- 
on  that  had  very  near  prov’d  fatal  to  him, 
tho’  in  the  End  it  contributed  extremely  to 
the  King’s  Honour  :  We  fee  him  at  fourteen 
Years  of  Age  treating  in  Perfon  with  the  fe- 
veral  Captains  of  the  Rebels  at  the  H-ead  of 
their  numerous  Forces  :  Tie  had  the  Addrefs 
to  prevail  on  one  of  their  greateft  Bodies  to 
difperfe  by  fair  Words  ;  and  when  Wat  Tyler , 
who  commanded  another,  behav’d  himfelfin- 
folently,  he  had  the  Courage  to  order  him  to 
be  arrefted  and  kill’d  at  the  Head  of  his  Men, 
and  when  his  Troops  were  about  to  revenge 
their  Captain’s  Death,  with  inimitable  Cou- 
Courage  and  Prefence  of  Mind  the  King  rode 
up  to  them,  told  them  he  wou’d  be  their 
Leader,  and  commanded  them  to  foMow  him 
and  not  regard  the  Death  of  a  T raytor ;  w'hich 
had  fuch  an  Effedl  on  the  arm’d  Multitude, 
that  they  feem’d  to  forget  all  their  Rage, 
and  following  the  King  into  the  Field,  laid 
down  their  Arms,  Nor  was  his  merciful  Dif- 
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pofition  and  Generofity  lefs  remarkable  than 
his  Courage  on  this  Occafion,  for  when  fome 
of  his  Courtiers  would  have  cut  them  to 
Pieces,  he  would  not  confent  to  it,  but  fuf- 
fer’d  the  poor  deluded  People  to  return  to 
their  Dwellings.  In  the  mean  time  I  don’t 
find  that  the  King’s  Uncles,  who  had  been 
the  Occafion  of  this  Inlurrecfiion,  did  any 
think  towards  fuppreffing  it.  The  Duke  of 
Lancafter  conceal’d  himfelf  in  Scotland ,  and 
the  other  two  are  not  mention’d  ;  it  is  highly 
probable  therefore,  that  they  would  gladly 
have  feen  their  Sovereign  perifh  in  the  Tu¬ 
mult,  which  would  have  brought  them  a  Step 
nearer  the  Throne. 

We  find  the  King  afterwards  marching 
againft  the  Scots  in  Perfon,  whom  he  drove 
up  into  their  Mountains,  and  burnt  the  City 
of  Edinburgh.  He  exerted  himfelf  alfo  on 
feveral  other  Occafion s  before  he  was  feven- 
teen  Years  of  Age,  till  at  length  five  of  the 
mofc  popular  Lords,  among  whom  were  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  and  the  Earl  of  Derbyt 
Son  to  the  Duke  of  Lancafter ,  took  up¬ 
on  them  to  reform  the  State,  and  call  the 
young  King  to  an  Account  for  his  Admi- 
niftration;  they  charg’d  him  with  turning 
out  a  Chancellor  that  had  been  approv’d 
by  Parliament  ;  with  Living  profufely,  in¬ 
dulging  his  Favovrites,  and  neglefting  the 
Affairs  of  the  Nation,  and  upon  thefe  and 
fuch  like  Pretences,  they  compell’d  him  to 
delegate  his  Authority  to  a  certain  Number 
of  Lords,  who  were  impower’d  to  place  and 
difplace  his  Officers  of  State,  Judges,  and 
Minifters  at  their  Pleafure,  and  to  regulate 
his  Revenues  as  they  faw  fit;  and  becaufe  the 
King  was  uneafy  under  thefe  Encroachments 
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on  his  Prerogative,  they  broke  out  into  op;n 
Rebellion,  marching  up  to  Higbgate  at  the 
Head  of  40000  Men,  defeated  the  King’s 
Troops  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Ireland , 
compell’d  his  Highnefs  to  fummon  a  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  having  by  their  Influence,  return’d 
a  Houfe  of  Commons  after  their  own  Hearts, 
under  Colour  of  this  Parliamentary  Authori¬ 
ty,  they  put  to  death  or  banifh’d  all  the 
King’s  Minifters  and  Judges,  and  took  the- 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government  into  their 
Hands.  Notwithftanding  which,  the  King 
coming  of  Age,  had  the  Spirit  to  turn  out 
all  the  Minifters  that  had  been  impos’d  on 
him,  and  calling  a  Parliament,  procur’d  the 
Adis  made  in  the  former  Unmerciful  Parlia¬ 
ment,  as  it  was  ftil’d  from  its  Cruelty,  to  be 
repeal’d  ;  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury ,  the  Earl  of  Arundel 
and  Warwick ,  who  had  been  concern’d  in  the 
Rebellion  againft  the  King,  and  in  procuring 
the  Death  of  his  Minifters,  were  impeach’d 
and  convidled  of  High-Treafon,  and  the 
Earl  of  Arundel  was  actually  executed  ;  as 
to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  who  was  fent  Pri- 
foner  to  Calais ,  the  Court  gave  out,  he  died 
a  natural  Death  ;  certain  it  is,  the  People 
were  made  to  believe  the  contrary,  which 
heightned  their  Prejudices  againft  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  But  what  gave  the  Nation  the 
moft  terrible  Apprehenftons,  was  the  declaring 
no  lefs  than  feventeen  Counties  guilty  of  High- 
Treafon,  for  adhereing  to  the  Duke  of  Glou¬ 
cefter  and  the  other  four  Lords  that  put  a 
Force  upon  the  King,  notwithflanding  the 
Fadl  was  committed  eight  or  nine  Years  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  King  had  pafs’d  an  Adi  of 
Pardon  for  thofe  Offences  in  the  Unmerciful 
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Parliament.  The  King  indeed  granted  ano¬ 
ther  Pardon  at  this  time,  but  his  excepting 
fifty  Perfons  out  of  it,  whom  he  fhould  name, 
render’d  the  Nobility  fo  very  infecure,  that 
they  look’d  upon  themfelves  in  greater  Dan¬ 
ger  than  ever.  The  b  sniffling  the  Duke  of 
Hereford ,  and  feizing  his  Eftate  on  the  Death 
of  his  Father  the  Duke  of  Lane  after,  on  an 
Apprehenfion  he  was  in  a  Confpiracy  againft 
the  Government  prov’d  extremely  prejudicial 
alfo  to  the  King’s  Affairs,  for  the  Nobility 
now  looking  on  their  Fortunes  as  precarious, 
invited  over  the  exil’d  Duke  of  Lancafter ,  as 
foon  as  the  King  was  embark’d  for  Ireland , 
and  advanc’d  him  to  the  Throne  in  the  Man¬ 
ner  above  related. 

I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  defend  King 
Richard’ s  Adminiftration  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  Reign,  he  was  certainly  very  impru¬ 
dent  if  not  unjuft,  in  calling  his  Subjeds  to 
account  for  a  Rebellion  committed  nine  or 
ten  Years  before,  and  involving  no  lefs  than 
feventeen  whole  Counties  in  the  Guilt  of  it, 
tho’  he  had  receiv’d  the  higheft  Provocations 
from  his  fadious  Subjeds,  having  been  com- 
pell’d  to  fuffer  his  beft  Friends  to  be  put  to 
Death,  and  to  refign  the  Government  into 
the  Hands  of  his  Enemies.  Poffibly  he  was 
not  in  a  Condition  to  exprefs  his  Refen tment 
till  now  but  it  had  been  happy  for  him,  if 
he  had  perfedly  forgot  the  ill  Ufage  he  had 
received,  and  never  gratify’d  his  Revenge, 
if  it  was  Revenge,  at  laft  •,  for  fome  Hiftori- 
ans  relate,  that  it  was  a  frelh  Confpiracy  from 
the  fame  Quarter,  which  occafion’d  his  feiz¬ 
ing  the  Earl  of  Derby’s  Eftate,  and  impri- 
foning  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  the  Earl  of 
Arundel ,  &c. 
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But  it  is  obferv’d,  that  as  the  five  fadious 
Lords  endeavour’d  to  juftify  their  Proceed¬ 
ings  againft  the  King  and  his  Minifcry,  by 
having  the  Concurrence  of  one  Parliament* 
where  they  influenc’d  the  Eledions  ;  fo  the 
King’s  Profecution  of  the  five  Lords  and  their 
Adherents  was  approv’d  by  another  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Court  •,  and  con- 
fequently  his  Adminiftration  could  not  pro¬ 
perly  be  call’d  Arbitrary,  as  his  Friends  pre¬ 
tended  :  Bur  as  thefe  Afiemblies  have  atfome 
times  notori oufly  encourag’d  Fadion  and  Re¬ 
bellion,  fo  have  they  at  others  been  Tools  in 
the  Hands  of  wicked  Minifters,  and  given  a 
Sandion  to  the  moft  extravagant  and  unjuft 
Proceedings.  King  Richard  is  not  the  only 
Prince,  who  by  gaining  a  Majority  in  the 
two  Houfes,  has  become  abfolute  Mafter  of 
the  Perfons  and  Purfes  of  the  reft  ol  his  Sub- 
jeds  •,  and  yet  we  find  this  could  not  fecure 
him  againft  a  great  and  Hidden  Revolution, 
It  was  not  the  Peoples  being  tax’d  and  pro- 
fecuted  by  Parliamentary  Authority  that 
render’d  their  Opprdfions  lefs  grievous  ;  they 
took  the  firft  favourable  Opportunity  of  the 
King’s  Abfence  to  throw  off  the  burthen- 
fome  Yoke,  tho*  laid  on  their  Necks  in  a 
pretended  legal  Way,  and  plac’d  another 
Prince  upon  his  Throne,  the  Juftnefs  of  which 
Proceeding  comes  next  to  be  confider’d. 

The  King,  we  find,  being  made  Prifoner, 
was  compell’d  to  fummon  a  Parliament,  and 
the  Eledions  being  influenc’d  by  his  Rival, 
it  is  no  wonder  his  Enemies  were  return’d. 
The  Parliament  thus  conftituted,  compell’d 
the  King  to  refign  his  Crown  to  the  Duke  of 
Lancafter ,  and  not  content  with  this,  they 
exhibited  Articles  againft  their  Sovereign, 
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and  depos’d  him.  Then  the  Duke  role  up  and 
claim’d  the  vacant  Throne,  as  next  Heir  to 
Henry  III.  This  is  tire  Sum  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceeding. 

As  to  the  forc’d  Refignation,  few  People 
lay  much  ftrefsupon  it  ;  but  the  Right  of  the 
two  Houfes  to  dethrone  their  Prince  for  Male- 
Adminiftration,  is  a  Doclrine  our  Republi¬ 
cans  are  very  fond  of  •,  they  hold  that  the 
two  Houfes  are  Supreme,  and  the  King  no 
more  in  reality,  than  their  Chief  Officer,  and 
liable  to  be  call’d  to  an  Account,  and  re¬ 
mov’d  whenever  they  fee  fit.  If  this  were 
really  our  Conftitution,  the  Crown  of  Eng¬ 
land  would  be  no  very  defirable  Prefent  ;  but 
we  have,  feen  the  two  Houfes  themfelves, 
voluntarily  declare,  That  neither  one  cr  both 
Houfes ,  neither  the  People  Collectively  or  Re- 
prefent  atively,  have  any  coercive  Power  over  the 
P erfon  of  the  King .  And  confequently,  can¬ 
not  depofe  him,  or  force  him  from  his  Throne. 
Some  People  indeed  look  upon  the  depofing 
Doftrine  as  the  greateil  Security  to  the  SuT 
jed’s  Rights  and  Properties-,  they  imagine 
that  Princes  being  upon  their  good  Beha¬ 
viour,  will  be  tender  of  the  People’s  Privi¬ 
leges.  But  this  Doarine  poffibly  may  have  a 
quite  contrary  Effea,  for  a  King  who  appre¬ 
hends  his  Throne  as  precarious  as  thefe  Men 
would  have  it,  will  certainly  take  the  mo  ft 
likely  means  to  fecure  his  Pofiefiion  ;  he  will 
probably  purchafe  a  Majority  in  the  two 
Houfes,  by  Places  and  Penfions,  and  make 
it  their  Interefl  to  lay  frefh  Burthens  upon 
his  People,  in  order  to  pay  their  own  Sti¬ 
pends  :  It  will  alfo  become  their  mutual  In- 
tereft  to  maintain  a  Body  of  Mercenaries,  to 
prevent  any  Alterations  in  the  State,  con¬ 
fequently 
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fequently  the  Nation  will  be  burthen’d  with 
perpetual  Taxes  to  maintain,  not  only  Ar¬ 
mies  of  Soldiers,  but  Armies  of  Penfioners  in 
time  of  Peace.  No  wife  Prince  will  ever 
trull  to  the  Equity  of  his  Adminiflration  for 
the  Security  of  his  Throne,  or  put  any  great 
Confidence  in  the  Affections  of  Subjects  who 
imagine  they  have  a  Right  to  call  him  to  an 
Account  whenever  his  ConduCt  is  not  agree¬ 
able  to  their  Taft  •,  and  thus  by  endeavouring 
to  render  our  felves  Judges  of  our  Sovereign’s 
ACtions,  we  fhall  put  him  upon  Meafures  that 
will  render  him  as  abfolute  as  an  Afiatick 
Monarch,  and  the  SubjeCt  more  miferable 
than  theirs,  as  no  Redrefs  is  ever  to  be  ex- 
peCted  in  fuch  Circumftances.  But  to  pro¬ 
ceed. 

ThcDuke  Notwithflanding  King  Richard’s  Refigna- 
claims  the  tion  0f  Crown  to  the  Duke  of  Lane  after, 
next^Heir  an^  bis  Depofition  by  the  Parliament,  it  is 
and  not  by  obfervable,  that  the  Duke  does  not  make  out 
the  Elefti-  his  Title,  either  from  this  forc’d  Refignation, 
or  from  the  EleCtion  of  the  People,  as  Rapin 
falfiy  afferts;  but  infills  only  on  an  Hereditary 
Right  as  next  Heir  to  King  Henry  III.  He 
declares  that  Edmund  Crouch-back,  from  whom 
he  defeended,  was  the  eldeft  Son  of  Henry  the 
third  ;  and  that  King  Edward  I.  from  whom 
Richard  deriv’d  his  Title,  was  younger  Bro¬ 
ther  to  his  Anceflor  Edmund.  Now  tho’  the 
World  is  pretty  well  fatisfy’d  that  this  was  a 
Miflake  or  a  Fiction  of  the  Duke  of  Lanca- 
jter’s,  yet  it  is  evident  that  he  thought  nothing 
but  Proximity  of  Blood  could  give  him  a  le- 
galTitle,  or  he  would  never  have  infilled  upon 
this  and  dropp’d  all  other  Claims.  And  in 
faCl,  never  any  King  before  that  Reign,  came 
to  the  Crown,  but  he  claim’d  it  either  by  the 
„  Donation 
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Donation  of  his  Predeceffor  (in  or  out  of  Par¬ 
liament)  or  by  Hereditary  Right. 

As  to  the  Title  of  King  Richard  IT.  never  King  r;. 
any  Objection  was  made  to  it  unlefs  that  al-  cbard'slt- 
ready  mentioned  of  the  Lancaflrians ,  who  tle- 
pretended  that  Edmond  Crouch-back  was  the 
eldeft  Son  of  Henry  III.  from  whom  the  Duke 
of  Lancafter  defeended. 

King  Richard  was  married.  Anno  1382,  to  HisMar- 
the  Princefs  Anne ,  Daughter  to  the  Emperor  riages. 
Charles  IV.  and  Sifter  to  Wencejlaus ,  Em¬ 
peror  and  King  of  Bohemia ,  who  dy’d  with¬ 
out  Iffue.  He  was  married  a  feeond  time  to  the 
Princefs  Ifabel ,  eldeft  Daughter  of  CbdrlesVI. 

King  of  France ,  then  between  feven  and  eight 
Years  of  Age,  whom  he  brought  into  Eng¬ 
land  *,  but  this  Marriage  being  never  con- 
fum mated,  he  died  Without  Iftue. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 


Contains 


the  Reign 


of  H  e  n  R  y  IV. 


H k  Ac- 
ceffion. 


Henry  Duke  of  Lane  aft  er,  firnamed' 
Bolingbroke  from  the  Place  of  his  Birth,1 
alcended  the  Throne  of  England  on  the  30th 
of  September ,  1 399,  not  by  Virtue  of  the 
forc’d  Refignation  of  Richard  II.  or  the  E- 
ledtion  of  the  two  Houfes,  but  under  Pretence 


of  a  Prior  Title  to  the  dethron’d  King, 


viz. 


His  Claim 
to  the 
Crown. 


A  Parlia- 
ment  con¬ 
ven’d 
without  if- 
fuing  out 
W  rits,  and 
without 
any  E- 
k&ion. 


The  Co¬ 
ronation. 


as  right  Heir  of  King  Henry  III.  and  when 
this  came  in  a  little  time  to  be  exploded,  he 
claim’d  a  Right  to  the  Crown  by  Conqueft,' 
if  we  may  rely  upon  his  own  Declarations  in' 
this  Matter. 

And  as  his  Advancement  to  the  Throne:, 
was  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  his  affem- 
bling  the  firft  Parliament  of  his  Reign  was  no 
lefs  particular  •,  for  he  order’d  the  Members 
of  the  laft  Parliament  toaftemble  on  the  6th  of 
October ,  within  lefs  than  a  Week  after  his  Ac- 
ceftion,  without  ifluing  any  Writs,  or  fuffering 
the  Commons  to  proceed  to  a  new  Elediion  v 
fo  that  all  the  Members  of  the  Lower  Houfe 
were  really  appointed  by  the  King.  This 
Parliament  or  Convention  meeting  on  the 
Day  prefix’d,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
made  a  long  harangue,  expofing  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  the  laft  Reign,  and  reprefenting  the 
glorious  Profpedt  they  had  of  happy  Times 
under  the  Government  of  a  Prince  of  fuch 
confummate  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  as  the 
King  now  upon  the  Throne.  After  which 
the  Houfes  were  prorogu’d  and  adjourn’d  to 
the  14th  of  October,  in  order  to  make  Pre¬ 
parations 
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pa-rations  for  the  Coronation,  which  was  ap-  4.D.  1399 
pointed  the  13th.  ~  ~~~ 

The  Ceremony  of  the  Coronation  being 
over,  an  Ad  pafs’d  for  indemnifying  the  Ad-  Aftspafs’d 
herents  of  King  Henry ,  who  had  taken  up  in  the  firft 
Arms,  and  committed  many  Ads  of  Violence  Parlia' 
with  an  Intention  to  ferve  him,  but  without 
legal  Authority.  The  Attainders  of  the  Duke 
of  Gloucefter ,  and  of  the  Earls  of  Arundel , 
Warwick,  &c.  were  revers'd.  The  Ads  of 
the  2  ift  of  Richard  II.  were  repeal’d.  And 
the  Ads  of  the  nthof  Richard  11.  for  re- 
ftraining  the  regal  Power  and  transferring  it 
to  certain  .Lords  CommifTioners  were  reviv’d. 

And  Treafons  were  reduc’d  to  the  Standard  of 
the  25th  of  Edward  III. 

Then,  they  proceeded  to  cenfure  the  Lords  The  Lords 
who  had  appear’d  beft  affeded  to  King  Ri-  who  ad-^ 
chard,  and  had  been  concern’d  in  the  Profe-  \eT'ftof" 
cution  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  the  Earl  of  pwilh'd. 
Arundel,  &c.  And  as  King  Richard  had 
created  John  Holland,  Earl  of  Huntington, 

Duke  of  Exeter  Thomas  Holland ,  Earl  of 
Kent,  Duke  of  Surry  •,  Edward,  Earl  of  Albe¬ 
marle,  Duke  of  Albemarle  •,  John  Beaufort , 

Earl  of  Somerfet ,  Duke  of  Somerfet  •,  and  the 
Lord  Thojnas  Spencer  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  and 
had  diftributed  the  Eftates  of  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter  and  the  other  impeach’d  Lords  a- 
mongft  them.  They  depriv’d  them  both  of 
the  Honours  and  Eftates  conferr’d  on  them  on 
that  Occafton.  And  the  Earl  of  Salijbury  and 
the  Lord  Morley ,  two  others  of  King  Ri¬ 
chard’s  Council,  who  were  fuppos’d  to  have 
fome  concern  in  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter’z 
Death,  were  imprifon’d  for  fome  time. 
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J.D.  1399  At  this  Parliament  alfo  Prince  Henry ,  then 
- — about  1 3  Years  of  Age,  was  created  Prince 
pf  Wales,  Duke  of  Cornwal  and  Earl  of  Che- 
TheSuc^ fte-r,  and  the  Succeffion  of  the  Crown  fettled 
ceffion  of  on  that  Prince  and  his  Iffue,  remainder  to  his 
.Crown  tbree  y0unger  Brothers  and  their  Iffue  fuccef- 
iheHoufe  lively,  according  to  their  Seniority, 
of  Lan-  And  as  it  is  neceffiry  to  do  many  popular 
(after.  things  in  the  beginning  of  an  Ufurpation,  the 
Popular  King  promis’d  both  Clergy  and  Laity  invio- 
lably  to  maintain  their  Rights  and  Liberties ; 
and  was  fo  far  from  demanding  Taxes  in  the 
fir.ft  Parliament,  that  he  canceled  all  the  Se-  ' 
curities  for  Money  given  to  King  Richard  by 
the  City  of  London  and  the  feventeen  Counties 
Debates  that  had  adher’d  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter v  It 
concerning  being  propos’d  alfo  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
I i.Richard  what  fhould  be  done  with  King  Richard ,  a 
long  Debate  arofe.  The  Commons,  ’tis  Laid, 
had  petition’d  to  try  him  as  a  common  Male- 
fadtor,  but  their  Lordfhips,  as  well  as  King 
Henry ,  were  averfe  to  fuch  a  Proceedings  they 
knew  they  could  prove  very  little  of  theCharge 
exhibited  againft  King  Richard ,  nor  were  they 
funk  fo  low  in  their  Notions  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  as  to  apprehend  they  had  a  Right  to  eredf 
a  High  Court  of  Juftice  for  the  Tryal  of  their 
Sovereign. 

'The  Sub-  Dodtor  Merks,  Rifoop  of  Carhjle,  in  this 
fence  of  Debate  reprefented,  that  they  had  gone  too 
Mr/?  great  Lengths  already.  That  they  had  indeed 
Speech  in  no  Authority  to  depofe  King  Richard,  or  ad- 
his  behalf,  vance  the  Duke  of  Lane  after  to  the  Throne, 
This  was  not  an  Elective  Kingdom,,  or  the 
Supreme  Power  lodg’d  in  the  People.  The 
King’s  Supremacy  was  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledg’d,  which  was  ridiculous  if  there  was  a 
Power  to  which  he  was  fubjedt  and  accounta¬ 
ble. 


HENRY  IVr 

ble.  No  Force  therefore  could  be  put  up«n 
their  King  without  incurring  the  Guilt  of 
Treafon  and  Rebellion. 

He  infilled  alfo  that  the  Charge  againfl 
King  Richard  could  never  be  prov’d.  The 
King  might  have  committed  fame  Errors  in 
Government,  but  none  that  could  be  com 
ftru’d  Tyranny.  There  were  few  Princes  that 
had  not  carried  the  Prerogative  higher,  and 
fcarce  any  had  receiv’d  greater  Provocations 
from  their  Subjects,  all  his  known  Rights 
having  been  invaded  by  the  difaffeded  Ba¬ 
tons.  If  the  People  were  at  Liberty  to  de- 
pofe  their  Prince  on  every  Pretence  of  MaleT 
Adminiftration,  all  the  Sovereigns  in  the 
World  would  foon  he  treated  as  Tyrants  j 
their  Subjeds  would  not  want  fpecious  Rea- 
fons  to  dethrone  them. 

And  if  ft  was  admitted  that  the  King  might 
be  depos’d,  what  Pretence  had  the  Duke  of 
hanc after  to  their  Allegiance.  There  was  ano¬ 
ther  ( Mortimer )  whole  Father  had  been  de¬ 
clar’d  Heir  to  the  Crown  by  Ad  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  As  for  the  Title  the  Duke  of  Ran-> 
cafter  fet  up  as  Heir  to  Henry  III.  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  that  Edmund  Crouch-back,  his  Anceltor, 
was  a  younger  Son  of  that  Princp,  and  con- 
fequently  Henry  could  derive  no  Tide  from 
him.  And  as  to  the  Right  of  Conqueft  which 
i  the  Duke  infilled  on  in  his  Proclamation  to 
I  ^Lengthen  the  former  weak  Pretence,  how 
.  could  a.  Subjed  be  faid  to  conquer  his  Prince, 
the  very  thought  of  ufing  Violence  againil 
:  him  being  deem’d  High  Treafon  by  the  Laws 
:  pf  England .  That  die  depoling  Ed-war  dll, 
was  no  Precedent  for  them  to  go  by,  any 
t  more  than  his  Murder.  No  wicked  or  illegal 
Ads  were  ever  intended  for  pur  Imitation, 

and 
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4Jy.  1399  and  even  in  that  Cafe  the  SuccefTion  was  not 

~ - alter’d.  The  Crown  defcended  to  the  next 

Heir.  And  as  to  the  powerful  Argument  of 

Refolution  Conveniency ,  which  had  fuch  an  Influence  on 

to  confine  them,  they  might  poflibly  foon  find  them- 

Rmg  RJ-  feives  in  the  Condition  of  JEfop’s  Frogs,  who 

defpifino;  the  tamenefs  of  one  Prince  were  de- 
piunimto  r  o  -  , 

Death  if  vcur  d  by  anotner.  But  whatever  Force  mere 
there  was  might  be  in  the  Bifhop’s  Arguments,  Henry 
aay  At-  was  fecure  0f  a  Majority,  who,  inftead  of 
being  mov’d  by  this  Speech,  order’d  him  to 
?-,Cy  be  taken  into  Cuftody,  and  afterwards  came 
to  a  Refolution,  That  Kins  Richard  fhould 
remain  clofely  confin’d  ;  and  that  if  any  At¬ 
tempt  fhould  be  made  to  reftore  him,  he 
fhould  be  put  to  Death,  even  without  Tryal 
or  waiting  for  Proofs  againft  him,  which  was 
furely  as  great  an  Acl  of  Tyranny  in  his 
pretended  Supreme  Subjects  as  he  could  have  ; 
been  guilty  of  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Reign. 
AmbaSh-  The  Parliament  being  diffolv’d,  King  Ar¬ 
dors  fent  to  ry  fent  Ambaffadors  to  feveral  Foreign  Courts 
to  notify  his  SuccefTion,  and  fet  the  belt  Face 
Accefficn.  upon  his  Conduct  •,  but  the  French  were  by  no 
means  fitisfied  with  his  Apologies :  They  did 
not  only  deteft  the  Ufurparion,  but  were  con¬ 
cern’d  in  Point  of  Interelt  to  reftore  King  Ri¬ 
chard  to  his  Throne,  as  he  had  married  a 
Daughter  of  France.  The  People  of  Gafco- 
ny  alio  threatned  to  revolt  and  join  with  France 
in  the  Attempt,  and  were  with  Difficulty 
brought  to  acquiefce  in  the  Revolution  in 
England.  The  Scots  alfo  enter’d  the  Englijh 
Borders  and  took  Werk  Caftle,  .  but  finding 
the  French  not  ready  to  fecond  them,  they  . 
were  perfuaded  to  retire  and  forbear  Hoftili- 
ties  by  King  Henry' s  Agents.  In  the  mean 
time  King  Richard  -was  remov’d  from  the 

Tower. 
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Tower  to  Leech  Caftle  in  Kent ,  and  from 
thence  to  Pontefract  Caftle  in  Torkjhire  ■,  but 
notwithstanding  all  the  Caution  Henry  could 
ufe,  a  Confpiracy  was  form’d  againft  him 
within  three  Months  after  his  Acceflion,  by 
feveral  dilaffedted  Lords,  fome  of  whom  were 
very  nearly  related  to  him,  particularly  John 
Holland  Duke  of  '  Exeter  his  Half-Brother, 
and  Edward  Duke  of  Albemarle ,  his  firft 
Coufin,  with  whom  join’d  the  Earls  of 
Cloucefter  and  Salisbury ,  the  Bifhop  of  Carlijle , 
the  Abbot  of  Weftminfter ,  and  John  Mag¬ 
dalen,  a  Chaplain  of  King  Richard's,  who  ex¬ 
tremely  refembled  him.  The  five  firft  had 
been  depriv’d  of  their  Honours  and  Eftates 
by  King  Henry,  which  was  enough  to  make 
them  Malecontents,  if  they  had  not  been  fbi 
upon  Principle.  The  Duke  of  Exeter,  at  a 
Meeting  of  the  Confpirators,  declar’d,  That 
Henry  was  both  a  Tyrant  and  IJ fur  per,  and  that 
it  was  lawful  to  deftroy  him  ■,  that  the  Examples 
of  the  befi  Commonwealths  did  not  only  permit  but 
had  rewarded  fuch  Actions  with  Statues  and  the 
Wealth  of  the  fupprefdd  Tyrant  ;  to  which  they 
all  alien  ted,  and  in  order  to  get  Henry  into 
their  Power,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Duke  of 
Exeter  fhould  challenge  the  Earl  of  Salisbury 
to  engage  him  in  a  Tournament  at  Oxford  in 
Chrijhnas  Holydays,  and  that  King  Henry 
Ihou’d  be  invited  to  fit  Judge  of  the  Combat, 
when  they  prefum’d  he  would  eafily  be  made 
Prifoner  by  their  numerous  Followers  and 
Adherents.  They  executed  an  Indenture  alfo, 
in  which  it  was  fpecified  whatNumbers  of  Men 
Ihou’d  be  rais’d,  and  what  Share  the  refpec- 
tive  Confpirators  fhou’d  have  in  the  At  tempt, 
after  which  they  took  an  Oath  of  Secrefy  and 
feparatcd  j  and  the  Duke  of  Exeter  having  in¬ 
vited 
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A.D.  1399  vited  King  Henry  to  be  prefent  at  the  intend- 
— - -  Tournament,  he  had  given  his  Confent  to  it. 

Accordingly  the  Confpirators,  with  large 
Retinues,  retorted  to  Oxford  at  the  Time  ap¬ 
pointed  •,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  only  was 
wanting,  who  went  to  Langley  to  pay  a  Vifit 
to  his  Father  the  Duke  of  fork  in  his  Way 
thither.  While  he  was  at  Dinner  at  Langley , 
the  Duke  of  York  abferving  the  Label  of  art' 


It  is  difco-  Indenture  in  his  Son’s  Bofom,  demanded  what 
it  was  ;  to  which  Albemarle  gave  forne  fiight 
Anfwer  ;  but  difcovering  at  the  fame  time  a 
more  than  ordinary  Concern,  the  Old  Duke 
fnatch’d  it  from  him,  and  finding  it  was  one 
of  the  Parts  of  the  Deed  the  Confpirators  had 
enter’d  into,  he  immediately  took  Horfeand 
fode  towards  Windfor  with  its  but  his  Son 
mounting  immediately  after*  found  means  to 
get  to  IVindfor  before  his  Father,  arid  had 
made  a  Difcovery  of  the  Plot*  and  got  the 
King’sPardon  before  the  Duke  of  York  arriv’d, 
which  it  is  highly  probable  the  Father  did 
not  endeavour  to  prevent,  if  he  did  not  ad-* 


vile  it. 

King  Henry  being  appriz’d  of  his  Danger, 
immediately  iffu’d  out  Com  millions  of  Array, 
and  lummon’d  all  his  Friends  to  attend  him  : 
The  Lords  at  Oxford  in  the  mean  time  un- 
der'ftanding  that  the  Plot  was  difcover’d, 
drefs’d  up  the  Chaplain  Magdalen  in  a  Habit 
fefembling  King  Richard's  ufual  Drefs,  and 
pretended  he  had  made  his  Efcape  from  Ponte - 
fratd,  which  foon  encreas’d  their  Numbers  to 
40,000  Men,  with  whom  they  march’d,  di¬ 
rectly  to  IVindfor  in  Hopes  of  furprizing  King 
Henry  there  *,  but  he  was  retir’d  to  London  & 
few  Hours  before  they  arriv’d  ;  and  here  the 
Confpirators  being  divided  in  their  Opinions, 

whether 
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whether  they  fhou’d  march  into  Yorkjhire ,  ahd  d.D.iwj 
fet  King  Richard  at  Liberty,  or  follow  King 
Henry  to  London  •,  they  waited  a  great  deal 
of  Time  in  thefe  Difputes,  and  many  of  their 
Friends  deferted  them.  In  the  mean  while 
King  Henry  having  rais’d  confiderable  For¬ 
ces,  they  thought  fit  to  retire  fir  ft  to  Reading 
and  afterwards  to  Cirencefter ,  giving  out  thac 
King  Richard  was  at  the  Head  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  Men  in  Yorkjhire ,  and  no  longer  made 
ufe  of  the  Counterfeit  Magdalen. 

This  Retreat  prov’d  fatal  to  the  Confpira- 
tors ;  their  Party  daily  diminifh’d  while  that 
of  Henry’s  increas’d,  and  thofe  that  remain’d 
about  them  were  in  the  utmoft  Co  filter  nation, 
which  the  Mayor  of  Cirencefter  obferving,  af- 
fembled  3  or  400  flout  Fellows  and  attack’d  The  Cori 
the  two  Inns  where  the  Lords  were  quarter’d  fpiraton 
in  the  Night-time,  and  took  the  Duke  of  de^eated 
Surrey  and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  Prifoners,  execu 
and  ftruck  off  their  Heads  without  waiting 
for  Orders  from  h'is  Superiors.  The  Duke  of 
Exeter  and  the  Earl  of  Gicucefter  indeed  made 
theirEfcape  out  of  the  Town  •,  but  coming 
into  their  Camps  they  found  that  all  their 
Troops  were  difpers’d  ahd  lied,  upon  a  Re¬ 
port  that  King  Henry  was  arriv’d  at  Cirencefter . 

The  Earl  of  Gloucefter  was  afterwards  taken  ' 
in  Wales,  and  the  Duke  of  Exeter  in  Ejjex, 
and  both  their  Heads  ftruck  off  without 
any  Form  cf  Law.  The  Chaplain  Mag¬ 
dalen  was  taken  in  Scotland  and  fent  up  to 
London ,  where  he  was  executed  as  a  Traitor  5 
and  there  were  between  twenty  and  thirty  No¬ 
blemen  and  Gentlemen  befides  con v idled  and 
executed  at  Oxford  as  Traicors.  As  to  the 
Biihop  of  Car UJl e ,  it  appears  by  the  A6ts  of 
-State  in  Rymer  that  he  was  pardon’d,  but  fo 
Vol.XVHL  I  fatigu’d 
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fatigu’d  in  the  Marches  and  Countermarches 
with  the  difaffedted  Lords,  that  he  was  taken 
ill  of  a  Fever  and  dy’d  foon  after  the  Infur- 
redtion  was  fupprefs’d  ;  and  King  Henry  find¬ 
ing  the  Nation  fo  well  affedted  towards  King 
Richard ,  iuffer’d  that  Prince  to  live  but  a  very 
little  longer.  He  is  generally  fuppo's’d  to  have 
been  famifb’d  with  Hunger  and  Cold,  no 
Marks  of  Violence  appearing  on  the  Corps, 
which  was  expos’d  for  leveral  Days  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  that  the  People  being  affur’d  of  his 
Death,  might  raile  no  more  Tumults  for  his 
Deliverance,  Some  indeed  relate  that  King 
Henry  letting  fall  fome  Words  exprefling  how 
acceptable  a  Piece  of  Service  it  would  be  to 
him  to  deftroy  King  Richard ,  Sir  Pierce  Ex¬ 
ton  carried  down  with  him  eight  ether  AfTafTms 
to  Pcntefradl  Caftle ,  and  falling  upon  the  King 
while  he  was  at  Dinner,  they  diipatch’d  him 
with  their  Weapons.-  It  is  added,  that  his 
Highnefs  fhew’d  extraordinary  Courage  and 
Relolution  in  his  Defence,  Hatching  an  Hal¬ 
bert  out  of  the  Hands  of  one  of  the  Murder¬ 
ers,  and  killing  four  of  their  Number  before 
he  was  mortally  wounded  ;  but  however  that 
was,  there  is  very  little  room  to  doubt  he 
came  to  an  untimely  end  j  firft,  becaufe  it 
happen’d  immediately  after  the  Infurredtion,  • 
and  in  Purfuance  of  the  Relolution  of  the‘ 
Houfes  to  deftroy  him  if  any  Attempt  was ! 
made  for  his  Reftauration  *,  but  principally  ■ 
becaufe  the  Occafion  of  his  Death  was  never 3 
enquir’d  into  by  the  Government,  tho’  the3 
Miniftry  were  every  where  charg’d  with  the3 
Parricide  both  at  home  and  abroad.  His  CorpS^ 
was  firft  interr’d  privately  at  Langley  in  Hert 
fordJhire,bui  afterwards  remov’d  to Weftminjler 
Abhy ,  '  * 


The 
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The  Death  of  King  Richard ,  which  was  A.D  .1AOO 

generally  afcrib’d  to  Henry  the  reigning  Prince  - ■ 

who  had  ufurp’d  his  Throne,  produc’d  fome  Ja&zH4- 
threatning  Mefiages  from  the  Court  of  France , 
but  I  don’t  percieve  they  committed  any  Ho- 
ftilities  at  this  Time.  The  Scots  however 
looking  on  a  Breach  between  France  and 
England  as  inevitable,  ventur’d  to  inlult  the  The  Scats 
Englijh  Borders  as  ufual  r  King  Henry  had  re-  break  the 
fus’d  to  deliver  up  the  Earl  of  Dunbar  a  Scot-  Truce. 
tijh  Nobleman,  who  was  become  a  Malecon- 
tents,  and  fled  into  England  for  Prote&ion, 
which  they  made  the  Pretence  for  this  Breach 
of  the  Truce.  David  King  of  Scotland  it  feems 
had  made  his  Addreflfes  to  the  Earl  of  Dunbar's 
Daughter,  contracted  to  marry  her,  and  re¬ 
ceiv’d  Part  of  her  Portion,  but  afterwards  mar¬ 
ried  the  Daughter  of  Earl  Douglas ,  and  refus’d 
to  return  the  Money  he  had  receiv’d  from 
Dunbar,  which  was  the  Occafion  of  that  No¬ 
bleman’s  Difcontent. 


The  Scots  having  thus  broken  the  Truce, 
King  Henry  ievy’d  a  great  Army  and  march’d 
into  the  North,  lummoning  King  David  to 
appear  before  him  and  do  Homage  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland,  which  that  Prince  tak¬ 
ing  no  Notice  of,  the  Englijh  Army  advanc’d 
a?  far  as  Edinburgh,  and  laid  Siege  to  the  Ca¬ 
ttle.  The  Scotijh  Generals  on  the  other  Hand 
fell  upon  the  Northern  Counties  of  England, 
and  oblig’d  King  Henry  to  return  homewards; 
and  tho’  the  So*  were  encounter’d  by  the  Earl 
of  Northumberland  and  defeated,  yet  King 
Henry  thought  fit  to  grant  them  a  Truce  on 
Advice  of  ap  Inlurrehfton  in  PEalss  fomented 
by  Owen  Glendour,  a  privateGentleman  of  Me¬ 
rioneth  Jhire.  T his  Glendour  had  been  educated 
in  London 3  and  firft  ftpdied  the  Law  in  the 
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A.D  1400  Inns  of  Court,  but  afterwards  became  a  Do- 

* -  meftick  of  the  late  King  Richard's,.  Upon 

A.  1  &2/Y  2  {^jng  JAenrf  s,  Acceffion  he  retir’d  \x\x.oWalesx.o 
his  Manor  of  Glendour  or  Glendourdy ,  from 
whence  the  Family  receiv’d  their  Sirname. 
This  Manor  lying  contiguous  to  another  of 
the  Lord  Ruthin's,  there  happen’d  a  Law  Suit 
between  them,  either  as  to  the  Extent  of  their 
Limits  or  Superiority,  which  being  deter¬ 
min’d  in  Favour  of  the  Lord  Ruthin  in  the 
Courts  of  Weftminjlcr ,  Glendour  had  Re- 
courfe  to  Arms,  and  burnt  and  plunder’d  hi^ 
Adverfary’s  Eftate,  and  each  of  them  raifing 
their  refpedlive  Vaflals,  there  happen’d  a 
fharp  Engagement,  in  which  the  Lord  Ru¬ 
thin  was  made  Prifoner. 

Glendour ,  elated  with  this  Succefs,  and 
finding  his  Countrymen  generally  averfe  to  the 
povernment  of  King  Henry ,  props’d  their 
throwing  off  the  Englijh  Yoke,  which  they 
very  readily  came  into,  and  finding  King 
Henry  engag’d  in  the  War  with  Scotland , 
made  an  Incurfion  into  England ,  under  their 
Leader  Glendour ,  to  whom  they  gave  the 
Glendour  Title  of  Prince  of  Wales.  Edmund  Mortimer 
rakes  the  Earl  of  March ,  whp  was  then  at  his  Lordfhip, 
E.of March  0f  Wlgmore ,  upon  the  Borders,  afiembled  fuch 
„Jri  oner,  droops  as  he  cou’d  get  together  on  the  fudden 
to  make  Head  againft  the  Welch ,  and  coming 
to  an  Engagement,  was  defeated  and  made 
Prifoner  by  Glendour ,  which  King  Henry  was 
not  at  all  difpleas’d  with,  Mortimer  having  at  * 
that  time  the  bell  Right  of  any  Man  to  the 
Crown  of  England  and  for  that  very  Reafon 
the  King  never  attempted  to  get  him  ranfom’d 
or  exchang’d. 

About  the  fame  dm eManuelPaleologus,  Em¬ 
peror  of  Conjlantinople ,  came  over  to  England 

to 
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to  follicit  for  a  Reinforcement  againft  Bajazet  A.D.  140° 
Emperor  of  the  ‘Turks,  but  obtain’d  only  a 
Sum  of  Money  of  the  King. 


A.  1  &2H4 


A  Parliament  being  affembled  on  the  21ft  dD.\tp\ 

of  January  the  following  Year,  the  Statutes  of - - 

Provifors  and  Prsemunire  made  in  the  late 
Reigns  were  confirm’d  and  enforc’d  ;  but  the  AScatute  of 
King  having  Occafion  for  the  Countenance  Provifo’s. 
and  "Affiftance  of  the  Pope  and  Clergy  to 
fupport  him  on  his  Thfone,  conniv’d  ftill  at 
the  Pope’s  Provifions,  notwithstanding  this 
Statute  which  the  Importunity  qf  his  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  in  a  manner  extorted  from  him  j 
and  to  give  a  further  Xnftance  of  his  Regard 
for  the  Church  of  Rome v  he  procur’d  a  Statute  Another 
to  pafs  for  burning  of  Hereticks,  then  call’d  !or  bnmuig 
Lollards ,  and  Judgment  being  given  againft  HereUcks- 
William  Sawtree,  a  Difciple  of  Wickliff’s,  not 
long  after,  by  the  Archbifhop  and  the  Convo¬ 
cation,  a  Writ  de  Heretico  Comburendo ,  was  di¬ 
rected  to  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  London , 
by  virtue  whereof  the  Prifoner  was  burnt  at  a 
Stake,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fir  ft  Ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  kind  in  England.  This  Writ 
is  found  in  Rymer’s  ACts'of  State,  Vol.  8. 
p.  178.  and  bears  tefte  26th  of  February  1401. 

It  appears  he  fuffer’d  as  a  Relapfe. 

The  King  having  renew’d  the  Truce  with  King  Ri- 
France  the  laft  Y ear,  the  French  now  demanded  fen{ 
that  the  Princefs  Ifabella ,  who  was  yet  under  back  to 
twelve  Years  of  Age,  and  had  been  contracted  France. 
to  the  late  King  Richard ,  might  be  return’d, 
the  Marriage  never  having  been  confummated, 
which  the  King  at  length  confented  to,  and  fent 
her  over  to  France  with  all  her  Jewels,  after 
he  found  that  the  French  Court  would  not  con- 
fent  to  her  marrying  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  but 
her  Marriage  Portion  was  not  repaid,  as  the 

French 
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J. D.upi  French  tx  pedled  it  fhould.  In  May  follow - 
~~ ~7  ing  the  King  married  the  Princefs  Blanch , 

his  eldeft  Daughter,  to  Lewis  of  Bavaria , 
ThePrin-  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  and  gave  her  a  For- 
cefs Blanch  tune  of  forty  thouland  Pounds,  for  which  he 
married  to  jeviec[  a  Tax  on  the  Subjed  by  his  own  Au¬ 
thority. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Welfh  under  Glendour 
continu’d  to  harrafs  the  Englijh  Borders, 
which  oblig’d  YdmgJLenry  to  march  thither 
in  Perfon,  but  the  Enemy  retiring  to  their 
Mountains,  he  return’d  without  bringino- 
them  to  an  Engagement. 

The  Duke  This  Year  died  Edmund  Duke  of  Fork, 
of  fork  dies  the  King’s  Uncle,  and  was  fucceeded  in  that 
Honour  by  his  eldeft  Son,  Edmund  Duke  of 
Albemarle  ;  he  left  alfo  another  Son,  named 
Richard  Earl  of  Cambridge ,  who  married  the 
Sifter  of  Edmund  Mortimer  Earl  of  March , 
from  whom  the  Houfe  of  York  afterwards: 
deriv’d  their  Title  to  the  Crown. 

The  King  was  fcarce  return’d  from  his: 
Welfh  Expedition,  but  various  Plots  were 
form’d  againft  him  •,  it  is  related,  that  fiiarp 
Iron  Spikes  were  found  in  his  Bed,  fo  plac’d 
that  they  would  have  kill’d  him,  if  he  had 
not  difcover’d  them  before  he  lay  down,  but 
by  whom  they  were  fet  there  was  never 
known. 

AM).  1402  The  following  Year  a  Report  obtain’d 
J Credit  with  the  People,  that  King  Richard 
was  alive  in  Scotland.  At  the  fame  time  Li- 

K.  Henry's  bels  were  were  polled  up  in  all  publick  Places, 
declaring,  that  King  Henry’s  Adminiftration 
was  much  more  Tyrannical  than  that  of  King 
Richard’s,  •,  at  which  Henry  was  fo,  enrag’d, 
that  he  hang’d  up  eight  or  nine  Monks  at 
once,  who  had  affirm’d  that  Richard  was  li¬ 
ving 


Admini- 

firation 

libeli’d. 
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ving,  and  with  them  Sir  Roger  Clarendon ,  A.D.i^oz 
Natural  Son  to  the  Black  Prince.  Many  ~ 
more  were  apprehended,  on  their  Names  be-  r 
ing  found  in  a  Lift  written  by  a  Prieft,  fup-  Heexe- 
pos’d  to  be  difaffedted,  but  feveral  of  them  cutes 
appearing  to  be  Friends  to  the  prefent  Admi-  ^ Roger 
niftration,  they  were  difcharg’d,  and  the  Prieft  fnd7cvej^l 
Only  executed.  others. 

The  King  made  another  fruitlefs  Expedi-  The  King 
tion  to  JVales  this  Year,  the  ftormy  Weather  marches 
and  Floods  prevented  his  effedting  any  thing  •,  tlie 
whereupon  the  fuperftitious  People  imagin’d 
Glendour  was  affifted  by  the  Devil  to  raife 
thefe  Tempefts,  and  indeed  moft  of  our  Hi- 
ftorians  are  full  of  the  Prodigies  that  happen’d 
at  the  beginning  of  this  War.  The  Horfes 
in  Glendour V>  Stable,  they  tell  us,  were  found 
ftanding  in  Blood  up  to  the  Belly  ;  arm’d 
Troops  were  feen  to  lftue  out  of  the  Woods 
and  engage,  and  then  difappear  ;  and  the  like, 
which  are  mention’d  here,  not  with  Defign 
to  countenance  luch  Fidtions,  but  to  fhew  the 
Credulity  and  Superftition  of  the  People  of 
that  Age.  The6Vo/i  took  the  Opportunity  of 
the  King’s  being  engag’d  with  the  V/elJh  to 
infult  the  Englijh  Borders,  and  march’d  as 
far  as  Newcaftle ,  but  were  defeated  by  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland  in  two  Engagements, 
ftrft  at  Nifbet,  and  afterwards  at  Hallydown- 
hill,  in  which  laft  Battel  the  Earl  of  Douglafs  defeated  at 
the  General,  the  Earl  of  Fife ,  Nephew  to  Nijbet and 
the  King  of  Scotland ,  and  many  other  Noble-  tialhdo^n. 
men  were  made  Prifoners.  At  the  fame  time 
the  Truce  between  the  French  and  Englijh 
was  very  ill  kept,  tho’  renew’d  fromTime  to 
Time,  and  yet  neither  Side  car’d  to  enter  into 
a  formal  War.  The  French  pretended,  that 
King-  Henry  was  unjuft:  in  detaining  the  Mar- 
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A.D.npz  riage  Portion  of  King  Richard’s  Queen;  and 
tIf  on  the  other  hand.  King  Henry  complain’d  of 
their  Hoftilities  in  Guienne ,  and  of  Troops 
being  fent  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Weljh  ;  he 
alfo  infilled  that  the  French  had  little  Reafon 
to  expedl  any  leturn  of  the  Princefs  Ifabell’s 
Portion,  when  they  had  fo  long  detain’d  a 
Million  and  half  of  Crowns,  that  were  ftill 
due  to  England  for  King  John’s  Ranfom, 
Henry  however  apprehending  that  one  time 
or  other  he  Should  be  engag’d  in  a  War  with 
The  King  France ,  married  Joanna^  the  Widow  o  {John 
marries  the  Duke  of  Bretagne i  propofing  by  that  means 

^Bma  ne t0  ^ave  c^e  Guardianfhip  of  the  young  Duke, 
e  ntagne  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government 

of  that  Province  put  into  his  Hands;  but  the 
Bretons  chofe  rather  to  commit  their  Duke 
ana  his  Brothers  to  the  Care  of  the  Court  of 
France ,  than  truft  them  with  King  Henry , 
notwithstanding  his  having  married  their 
Mother  ;  and  indeed  they  became  his  Ene¬ 
mies  ever  afterwards,  taking  the  Englijh  Ships 
and  plundering  the  Towns  on  the  Sea-Coafts, 
as  if  War  had  been  declar’d.  The  Queen 
A.D.  1403  came  to  England  the  following  Year  in  the 

- - -  Month  of  February. ;  and  the  Marriage  being 

cohfummated,  floe  was  crown’d  at  Weft  mi  n- 
The  Prin-  fier-  Another  Marriage  was  concluded  about 
cen  Phi-  the  fame  time  between  Henry’s  Second 
tippa  mar-  Daughter  Philippa ,  and  John  King  of  Den- 
The Fitrch  mar^-  El  the  mean  time  the  French  made  a 
infult  the  Defcent  in  the  IJle  of  Wight ,  and  burnt  feveraf 
Chart  with  Towns  upon  the  Hand,  of  which  Henry  corn- 
impunity.  plain’d  to  the  Court  of  France ,  and  tho’  he 
could  not  procure  any  Satisfadlion  for  the 
Outrage,  he  durft  not  declare  War  againft 
that  Kingdom,  knowing  the  People  of  Eng¬ 
land  were  ftilf  difnffc&ed  to'his  Government 

Nay# 
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Nay,  the  Duke  of  Orleans ,  who  had  the  Ad-  J.D.  1403 
miniftration  of  Affairs  at  the  French  Court,  A  .  H 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  challenge  King  Henry 
to  engage  him  in  a  fingle  Combat,  or  with 
any  equal  Number  of  Men,  and  on  his  Re- 
fufal,  call’d  him,  Fraytor ,  UJurper ,  Murder¬ 
er  of  his  Sovereign ,  and  the  like  •,  but  ftili  the 
King  would  not  be  drawn  into  a  foreign 
War,  till  he  had  fecur’d  himfelf  at  home. 

And  indeed  a  War  mult  have  prov’d  fatal  to 
him  at  this  Juncture,  if  the  French  had  join’d  • 
the  Englifh  Malecontents,  he  would  have  been 
in  great  Danger  of  lofing  the  Crown  he 
had  ufurp’d.  And  the  only  Reafon  they  did 
not  take  the  Advantage  of  our  Divifions,  as 
ufual,  was  the  Incapacity  of  their  King  for 
Government,  which  occafton’d  violent  Con¬ 
tentions  among  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  in 
France ,  for  the  Adminiftration  ;  and  even  in 
thefe  Circumftances,  they  did  not  fail  to  give 
Henry  fufficient  Marks  of  their  Averfion  to 
him. 

In  the  mean  time  King  Henry  either  be¬ 
gan  to  be  Jealous  of  the  Men  that  had  rais’d 
him  to  the  Throne,  or  thought  they  took 
too  much  upon  them,  he  feem’d  refolv’d 
therefore  to  mortify  them  at  leaf!,  and  let 
them  know  that  they  muft  not  expedt  to  fhare 
with  him  in  the  Adminiftration  •,  he  began  TheEarlof 
firft  with  the  Earl  of  Northumberland ,  who 
having  of  late  obtain’d  two  Vidtories  over  the  difgufted. 
Scots  at  Nijhet  and  Hallidown ,  had  taken  Earl 
Douglas ,  and  a  Multitude  of  other  Prifoners  of 
Diftindtion,  thefe  Henry  demanded  of  him, 
without  offering  to  allow  him  the  Value  of  . 
their  Ranfoms,  which  was  look’d  upon  as 
very  unjuft  in  thofe  Days,  every  Man  being 
entitled  to  the  Prifoners  he  took  in  War,  as 
Vo  l,  XVIII.  K  an 
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A.D.  1403  an  Encouragement  for  his  Bravery.  The 
f~Tr  i  Earl  of  Northumberland  however,  being  com- 
poll’d  to  deliver  up  fome  of  his  Prifoners, 
did  not  fpare  to  exclaim  againft  the  arbitrary 
Proceedings  of  the  Court,  and  treated  the 
King  with  fuch  Language  to  his  Face,  as  fuf- 
ficiently  manifefted  his  DifTatisfadion ;  nor 
He  enters  did  he  flop  here,  but  enter’d  into  a  Confpi- 
ir.toaCon-  raCy  with  his  Brother  the  Earl  of  JVorcefier , 
with %for-  Son  Piercy ,  known  by  the  Name  of  Hvt- 

thitcr  and  'Spur,  Owen  Glendour ,  Edmund  Mortimer  Earl 
Glendour .  of  March ,  Earl  Douglas,  and  feveral  other 
Noblemen,  to  depofe  King  Henry ,  and  ad¬ 
vance  Mortimer  to  the  Throne.  And  it  is 
faid  to  have  been  agreed  among  the  Confpi- 
rators,  that  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 
fhould  enjoy  that  part  of  England  which  lies 
North  of  Erent ,  dependant  of  the  Crown  ; 
that  Glendour  fhould  remain  Prince  of  PPaks, 
and  the  Counties  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Se¬ 
vern  ;  and  to  Douglas  was  affign’d  Berwick 
and  theCountry  about  it  •,  and  that  they  might 
not  want  a  farther  Pretence  for  an  Infurredti- 
on,  they  addrefs’d  the  King  to  procure  the 
Liberty  of  the  Earl  of  March ,  who  was  made 
Prifoner  in  his  Service,  and  had  been  fuffer’d 
to  remain  fo  a  confiderable  time.  To  which  the 
King  anfwer’d,  that  the  Earl  of  March  had 
taken  Arms  to  preferve  his  own  Lands,  and 
not  to  ferve  him,  and  he  might  get  his  Free¬ 
dom  as  he  could,  he  fhould  not  pay  his  Ran- 
fom.  Which  was  fuch  an  Anfwer  as  the  Con- 
fpirators  expected,  and  they  knew  would  tend 
to  alienate  the  Affedtions  of  the  People  from 
him,  and  induce  them  to  call  their  Eyes  on 
the  Earl  of  March. 

Thev  take  The  Lords  hereupon  retir’d  into  the  North, 
up  Arms,  and  apply’d  themfelves  to  the  raiding  Forces, 

publifhing 
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publishing  at  the  fame  time  a  Declaration,  A.D.up^ 
wherein  they  Ihew’d  that  the  King  was  en- 
tirely  govern’d  by  the  Clergy,  and  had  no  jX/xj 
regard  to  the  Temporal  Nobility,  and  the  and  pab’iih 
reft  of  his  Lay  Subjects ;  and  that  the  Taxes  a.  Eteclara- 


Kingdom, 

,  r„ 


were 


non. 


given  for  the  Service  of  the 
applied  to  his  private  Ufe.  In  anlwer  to 
which,  the  King  publish’d  a  Proclamation, 
declaring  his  Regard  for  the  Temporal  No¬ 
bility,  and  affirm’d  that  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Supplies  rais’d  by  Parliament  had  been 
paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland ,  to  carry  on  the  War  againft  Scotland. 

And  thus  having  prepar’d  the  People  by  their 
refpeCtive  Declarations,  the  Earl  of  Glou- 
cefter ,  young  Piercy ,  and  Earl  Douglas  drew 
together  fome  Forces  about  Chcfier ,  and 
march’d  into  Shropjhire,  intending  to  have 
made  themfelves  Mailers  of  Shrewjbury , 
where  they  might  have  been  eafily  reinforc’d 
by  Glendour  and  the  JVelJh.  But  before  they  The  Battel 
had  made  any  Progrefs  in  this  Siege,  King  of Sbnw 
Henry  advancing  towards  them  at  the  Head 
of  a  numerous  Army,  young  Percy  and  Dou¬ 
glas  were  prevail’d  on  by  the  Earl  of  Wor- 
cejlcr  to  offer  the  King  Battel,  tho’  they  were 
not  yet  join’d  either  by  the  Weljh  or  the  Earl 
of  Northumberland  \  which  Advice  prov’d  fa¬ 
tal  to  the  Confpirators,  for  tho’  their  Troops 
fought  admirably  well,  and  both  Generals 
and  private  Men  did  all  that  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  them,  yet  being  overpower’d 
and  their  General  Hotfpur  kill’d  in  the  En¬ 
gagement,  the  King  obtain’d  a  compleat 
Victory.  Young  Percy  and  Douglas ,  it  feems,  Young 
fenfible  of  the  Superiority  of  their  Enemies,  Piercy 
depended  chiefly  on  taking  the  King  off  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Engagement,  and  ac- 

K  2  cordingly 
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cordingly  charg’d  with  the  utmoft  Fury,  the 
Troops  that  defended  the  Royal  Standard, 
and  kill’d  the  Standard-Bearer  •,  they  alfo 
kill’d  feveral  Knights  habited  in  the  King’s 
Coat  Armour,  and  his  Highnefs  efcap’d  very 
narrowly  by  the  Conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Dun¬ 
bar ,  who  obferving  the  Defign  of  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  of  the  Malecontents,  prevail’d  on  the 
King  to  change  his  Station,  notwithftanding 
which  he  was  once,  difmounted,  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales ,  his  Son,  wounded  in  the  Face,  in 
the  violent  Charges  made  by  Percy  and  Don- 
glas. 

In  this  Battel  fell  mod  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  Che/hire ,  and  about  five  thoufand  common 
Soldiers  •,  and  on  the  King’s  fide,  about  fif¬ 
teen  hundred.  Hot fpur  was  at  firft  ordered  to 
be  buried,  but  his  Body  was  afterwards  taken 
up,  and  his  Quarters  fet  up  in  feveral  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom.  The  Earl  of  Worcefter ,  and 
feveral  other  Officers  of  Diftindtion,  who 
were  made  Prifoners,  had  their  Heads  ftruck 
off  at  Shrewjbury  ;  but  Douglas ,  who  was 
taken  at  the  fame  time,  being  a  Foreigner, 
had  his  Liberty  given  him.  The  Earl  of 
Northumberland  hearing  of  the  Misfortune  of 
his  Confederates,  difmifs’d  his  Troops  and 
retired  to  his  Seat.  However  Henry  march’d 
to  Torky  and  fummoned  the  Earl  to  appear 
before  him,  being  pretty  well  fatisfied  of  his 
Intentions,  and  tho’  the  King,  in  Confidera- 
tion  of  his  former  Services,  thought  fit  to 
give  him  his  Life,  he  depriv’d  him  of  good 
part  g£  his  Eftate.  While  the  King  was  en¬ 
gag’d  in  fuppreffing  this  Infurredtion,  the 
Bretons^  encourag’d  by  the  Court  of  France , 
made  a  Defcent  in  the  Weft  of  England ,  and 
plunder’d  the  Country  j  which  Affront  Hen- 
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ry  thought  fit  to  put  up,  as  he  had  many- 
more,  rather  than  engage  in  a  Foreign  War. 
However,  he  gave  leave  to  William  Wilford 
and  fome  other  private  Gentlemen  to  retaliate 
the  Injury  by  ravaging  the  Coafts  of  Bre¬ 
tagne,  and  deflroying  their  Ships  •,  which  they 
perform’d  with  great  Succefs. 

The  Parliament  meeting  in  January  follow¬ 
ing,  the  King,  ’tis  faid,  obtain’d  of  them  the 
greateft  Subfidy  that  ever  was  rais’d,  and 
which  was  thought  to  be  fuch  an  ill  Precedent 
that  it  was  order’d  not  to  be  recorded :  But 
however  burthenfome  that  might  appear  then, 
if  it  was  no  more  than  what  fome  Writers  re¬ 
late,  viz.  twenty  Shillings  upon  every  Knight’s 
Fee,  and  twelve  Pence  in  the  Pound  on  all 
Eftates  Real  and  Perfonal,  we  have  been  much 
more  grievous  Taxes  in  our  Days. 

A  Report  that  Richard  was  living  in  Scot¬ 
land  obtain’d  Credit  again  this  Year  among 
his  Friends,  by  Means  of  one  Serb,  who  had 
been  Gentleman  of  his  Bedchamber,  who  be¬ 
ing  fent  to  Scotland  by  that  Party  to  enquire 
into  the  T ruth  of  it,  for  Reafons  beft  known 
to  himfelf,  afiur’d  them  that  it  was  his  old 
Matter;  but  Serlo ,  being  afterwards  appre¬ 
hended,  was  hang’d  at  Berwick ,  and  confcfs’d 
the  Impofture  ;  whereupon  the  People  were 
undeceiv’d.  This  Man  alfo,  ’tis  faid,  co.n- 
fefs’d  at  his  Execution  that  he  was  concern’d 
in  the  Murder  of  the  Duke  of  G loucefter.  The 
,  Bretons  burnt  and  plunder’d  the  Towns  upon 
the  Coaft  again  this  Year,  but  were  repuls’d 
at  Dartmouth  with  confiderable  Lofs.  On  the 
other  hand  Owen  Glendoifr  was  very  fuccefsful ; 
he  did  not  only  maintain  his  Ground  in  Wales , 
j  but  fubdu’d  feveral  Places  on  the  Englijh  Bor¬ 
ders,  which  oblig’d  the  King  to  fummon  ano- 
«  ther 
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^.£>.1404  ther  Parliament;  and  the  Sheriffs  receiv’d 
particular  Orders,  ’tis  faid,  to  return  no  Men 
of  Learning,  or  according  to  others  no  Law- 
The  She-  yers,  none  that  were  learned  in  the  Laws  of 
riffs  or-  the  Land  ;  the  Reafon  of  which  feems  to  be, 
dei’d  to  re-  becaufe  the  common  Lawyers  always  oppos’d 
buttock-  Encroachments  of  the  Pope  and  Clergy, 
heads  to  ^  who  were  at  this  time  the  King’s  fa  ft  Friends, 
Parlia-  and  on  whom  he  very  much  depended  for  his 
menc.  Eftablifhment  on  his  Throne.  But  whatever 
Inftrudtions  might  have  been  given  for  electing 
Members  that  would  be  favourable  to  the 
Clergy,  when  the  King  demanded  a  Supply 
fuitable  to  his  Neceffities,  they  addrefs’d  him 
The  Com-  to  feize  on  part  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Clergy, 

tioTthat^"  *or  t,nat  chef  were  P°fEfs’d  of  a  third  part  of 
the  Reve-  theLands  of  England ,  and  did  him  no  perfonal 
nues  of  the  Service,  but  fpent  their  Revenues  in  Luxury 
ciergy,  and  Idlenefs,  inftead  of  applying  them  to  the 
apply’d  to  Ufes  t^r  Founders  intended.  This  was  vi- 
theUfesof  goroufly  oppos’d  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury  and  the  reft  of  the  Clergy,  who  gave 
the  King  to  underftand  he  would  run  the  Ha¬ 
zard  of  lofing  his  Crown  if  he  liften’d  to  the 
Commons.  Whereupon  the  King  anfwer’d, 
he  was  firmly  refolv’d  to  maintain  the  Rights 
of  the  Church,  and  fhould  rather  encreafe 
than  encourage  the  diminifhing  her  Revenues. 
The  Commons  however  brought  in  a  Bill 
for  applying  part  of  the  Revenues  of  the 
Clergy  to  the  Neceffities  of  the  Publick  ;  but 
it  was  rejected  in  the  upper  Houfe  by  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  Court  and  Clergy,  and  the  Sup¬ 
plies  were  rais’d  by  other  Means.  However, 
the  Commons  for  their  Attempt  againft  the 
Clergy,  or  from  the  Inftrudtions  given  to  the 
Sheriffs  to  fuffer  none  to  be  eledted  that  were 
learned  in  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  their 
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Country,  obtain’d  the  Name  of  the  Lack-  Theyara 
learning  Parliament.  tiie 

The  Weljh  flill  continuing  in  Arms  and  in- 
fulting  the  Englijh  Borders,  a  great  Army  Parlia- 
was  fent  down  againft  them  under  the  Com-  ment- 
mand  of  the  Prince  of  JVales,  who  defeated  -d.D. 14.05 
them  in  two  Engagements,  but  neither  °f  jssz-f'. 
them  were  decifive  ;  they  flill  continu’d  their 
Hoftilities,  in  Expectation  of  being  fupported  The  Wdjb 
by  the  French ,  and  of  an  InfurreCtion  in  defeated 
England.  The  French ,  notwithftanding  the 
Truce,  ’tis  related,  had  taken  above  fixty  Wales. 
Towns  from  the  Englijh  in  Guienne.  And  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland  at  the  fame  time 
form’d  another  Plot,  with  Dr.  Scroop  Arch-  ^cet  ‘e 
bifhop  of  Fork ,  (who  had  been  preferr’d  by 
King  Richard)  for  dethroning  Henry.  They  The  Earl 
were  join’d  by  Fhomas  Mowbray  Earl  Mar- 
fhal,  the  Lords  Bardolph ,  Hajlings ,  Falcon -  /Wand 
bridge ,  and  feveral  other  Noblemen,  who  the  Arch¬ 
having  drawn  together  a  great  many  Troops  ' °f 

in  the  North,  publifh’d  a  Declaration,  com-  a^th“ 
plaining  that  Henry ,  when  he  came  to  Eng-  plot.* 
land ,  pretended  he  only  defir’d  to  recover  his 
Paternal  Eftate,  and  yet  had  ufurp’d  the 
Crown.  That  he  had  imprifon’d  and  mur¬ 
der’d  his  Sovereign.  That  he  had  unjufidy 
put  to  Death  feveral  Perfons  of  Diftintftion 
only  for  endeavouring  to  re&ify  his  Male- 
Adminiftration.  That  he  had  opprefs’d  the 
People  by  Taxes,  violated  their  Rights  and 
Privileges,  and  particularly  had  deftroy’d  their 
Freedom  in  the  Elections  of  Members  of  Par¬ 
liament.  That  he  had  refus’d  to  pay  the 
Earl  of  March's  Ranfom,  &c.  and  therefore 
they  had  taken  up  Arms  to  deliver  the  Na¬ 
tion  from  this  Tyrannical  Oppreffor. 


The 
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The  Earl  of  JVefimor eland,  who  commanded 
the  King’s  Troops  in  the  North,  finding  the 
Malecontents  were  fuperior  to  him,  propos’d 
to  do  that  by  Stratagem  which  he  could  not 
effeft  by  plain  Force.  Accordingly  he  de- 
fir’d  a  Conference  with  fome  of  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Malecontents,  and  fo  artfully  infinuated 
that  he  was  no  lefs  difgufted  with  the  Admi- 
niftration  than  themfelves  that  they  took  him 
into  their  Confidence  ;  whereupon  he  foon 
found  an  Opportunity  of  feizing  and  deliver¬ 
ing  up  both  the  Archbifhop  of  York  and  the 
Earl  Marfnal  into  the  King’s  Hands  without 
.ftriking  a  Stroke,  which  fo  difeourag’d  the 
reft  of  the  Party,  that  the  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland  could  not  present  their  difperfing,  and 
he  was  forc’d  to  take  Refuge  with  the  Lord 
Bardolph  in  Scotland.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Archbifhop  of  2~ork  and  the  Earl  Marfhal  had 
their  Pleads  ffcruck  off  at  P  tint  ef raff  ;  and  the 
Lords  Haftings  and  Falconbridge  being  taken 
Prifoners  as  they  were  retiring  Northwards, 
were  executed  in  like  manner. 

This  In  fur  reft  ion  was  fcarce  fupprefs’cT, 
when  twelve  thoufand  French ,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Marfhal  de  Montmerency , 
landed  in  Wales,  and  join’d  Owen  Glendour. 
Whereupon  Henry  march’d  that  way  with  an 
Intention  to  give  them  Battel  ;  but  the  Wea¬ 
ther  prov’d  fo  unfeafonable,  and  the  Floods 
rofe  to  fuch  a  Height,  that  he  loft  moft  of 
his  Baggage,  and  was  forc’d  to  return  to 
London  without  attacking  the  IVelJh.  In  the 
mean  time  Vat  French  reimbark’d  their  Troops 
and  return’d  to  France ,  when  they  underftood 
that  the  Malecontents  in  the  North  were  dif- 
pers’d,  on  whom  they  principally  rely’d. 

The 
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The  following  Year,  a  Parliament  being  A.D. 14.0b 
affembled  in  the  beginning  of  March ,  the  Arkm 
Commons  brought  in  a  Bill  for  learning  the 
Freedom  of  Eledions  which  had  been  fre-  An  Ad 
quently  violated  in  this  Reign  ;  and  as  the  tl)e 
King  flood  in  need  of  Supplies,  he  did  not  ^eS- 
think  fit  to  oppofe  the  paffing  of  it.  But  he  0nS. 

Was  furpriz’d  after  this  Indulgence  that 
they  flill  refus’d  to  raife  any  Money.  He  An  Arti- 
had  recourfe  therefore  to  an  expedient  that  of  the 
has  fince  been  us’d  with  great  Succefs  upon 
the  like  Occafions.  He  continu’d  the  Seflions  Supply 
to  the  Heat  of  Summer,  when  thofe  who  had 
no  Dependance  on  the  Court  being  retir’d 
into  the  Country  to  mind  their  private  Affairs, 
he  found  it  no  difficult  Matter  to  prevail  on 
the  fmall  Refidue  that  were  left,  and  con¬ 
fided  chiefly  of  fuch  as  had  Places  and  Pen- 
fioiH  to  obtain  what  he  demanded.  Fie  pre-  AnA&  for 
vail’d  alfo  on  the  fame  Sett  of  Men  to  confent  excluding 
to  an  Ad  for  excluding  Females  from  the 
Crown  of  England  •,  but  it  was  repeal’d  at  Crown  re- 
the  next  Meeting  of  the  Parliament,  and  or-  peal’d, 
der’d  to  be  raz’d  out  of  the  Rolls.  He  wou’d 
have  infmuated,  ’tis  faid,  that  the  Saliqua 
Law  was  in  Force  in  England  as  well  as  France , 
which  he  apprehended  would  flrengthen  his 
Title,  his  Competitor,  the  Earl  of  March ,  The  Sue- 
claiming  by  a  Female  •,  but  by  all  his  Arts  ceffion  L 
he  could  not  perfuade  the  Nation  to  be  of  this  p*Cjfaby 
Opinion  :  The  utmoft  he  could  obtain  was  an  ma^t 
Ad  for  limiting  the  Succeffion  to  his  Heirs  in 
general,  without  excluding  the  Females. 

During  this  Parliament  the  King  treated 
with  the  Scots  to  deliver  up  the  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  and  the  Lord  Bardolph  ;  and  ’tis 
faid  apply’d  fome  of  the  Money  that  was 
given  him  in  this  Parliament  that  Way.  The 
Yol.  XV IIF  L  Scots, 


74 

A.D .  1 406 
A.jScSh  4 

v'-V'v 
The  Eail 
of  Nor¬ 
thumber¬ 
land  and 
Lord  Bar- 
doiph  retire 
into  Wales. 

Factions  in 
Scotland. 


The 

Prince  of 
Scotland 
taken  by 
th  zEngliJb. 


A  8&9H.4 

Th  dFrencb 
fend  a  Re¬ 
inforce¬ 
ment  to 
Ghndour. 


A  great 
Plague. 


‘fhe  History  of  England. 

Scots ,  it  Teems,  were  eafily  purchas’d  ;  but 
the  Lord  Flemming ,  at  whole  Houfe  the  two 
Lords  were  entertain’d  in  Scotland ,  gave  his 
Guefcs  Notice  of  this  Treaty,  and  they  retir’d 
into  Wales-,  and  Flemming  was  murder’d  by 
his  Countrymen  Tor  making  the  Difcovery. 
His  Son  afterwards  reveng’d  his  Death  ;  and 
this  occaTion’d  the  forming  two  Parties  in  that 
Kingdom,  who  proTecuted  each  other  with 
great  Violence,  As  to  the  King  of  Scotland , 
he  is  reported  to  be  a  weak  Prince,  and  to 
have  very  little  Influence  on  the  great  Men. 
His  Brother,  the  Duke  of  Albany ,  had  in  a 
manner  depriv’d  him  of  the  Adminiftration, 
and  actually  difpatch’d  one  of  his  Sons.  Leak 
the  other  therefore  fhould  fall  a  Sacrifice  to 
that  Duke,  the  King  Tent  him  to  France  -v 
but  he  was  taken  Prifoner  in  his  Pafiage  by 
Tome  Englifh  Mariners,  and  being  brought  to 
King  Henry ,  was  detain’d  in  England  a  great 
while,  where  the  King,  however,  took  care 
he  fhould  have  a  liberal  Education.  The 
King  of  Scotland  liv’d  but  three  Days  after  he 
receiv’d  the  Nev/s  of  his  Sons  being  taken  by 
the  Englijh  ;  whereupon  the  •  Duke  of  Albany 
continu’d  to  govern  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland , 
in  the  Name  of  his  Nephew,  during  his  Con¬ 
finement. 

King;  Henry  was  not  yet  freed  from  his 


not 

Fears  of  lofing  the  Crown.  Papers  ftill  con¬ 
tinu’d  to  be  poked  up,  declaring  King  Richard 
was  alive  ;  and  the  French  at  the  fame  time 
attempted  to  reinforce  Owen  Glendonr  again, 
but  moil  of  their  Fleet  was  difpers’d  by  a 
Storm.  The  Plague  alfo  raging  in  London , 
carried  off  30,000  of  the  Inhabitants  this 
Year  ;  and  the  King,  to  avoid  the  Infection, 
going  by  Sea  to  one  of  his  Seats  in  Norfolk , 

attended, 
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attended  by  only  fix  fmall  Ships,  was  fet  upon^-0  14^7 
by  the  French ,  and  every  one  of  the  Veffels  77" 
taken  except  that  he  was  in,  which  very  nar- 
rowly  efcap’d.  Nor  was  this  thought  to  have  The  King 
happen’d  by  Accident,  but  fuppos’d  to  be  a  riarrowl7 
Contrivance  of  fome  about  the  King  to  deliver  f!“Pes  be- 
him  into  the  Hands  of  his  Enemies.  at  Sea  ^ 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  had  laid  a  Deflgn 
of  befieging  Calais  this  Year,  as  he  had 
done  feveral  times  before,  but  his  Attempts 
were  always  fruftrated,  which  he  afcrib’d 
to  the  Practices  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  the 
French  King’s  Brother  ;  and  upon  this  and  fome 
other  Affronts  he  had  receiv’d  from  that 
Prince,  he  caus’d  him  to  be  aflaffmated  at  The  Duke 
Paris  in  the  Month  of  November.  Nor  did  he  ^Burgundy 
fcruple  to  own  himfelf  the  Author  of  the  Mur-  ^a,1[iI?tesf. 
dere  He  had  fo  great  an  Influence  on  that  Orleans* ° 
Court,  that  he  even  compell’d  the  King  to 
grant  him  a  Pardon  for  theFadl.  But  to  re-  yf  Z).  1408 

turn  to  Englajid.  The  Earl  of  Northumberland  — - - - 

and  the  Lord  Bardolph ,  who  were  at  this 
time  in  Wales,  concerted  Meafures  with  Owen 
Glendour ,  to  raife  another  Infurredtion  in  the 
North  while  he  attack’d  King  Henry's,  Forces 
on  the  Side  of  Wales.  Accordingly  the  Earl 
went  with  the  Lord  Bardolph  to  Scotland ,  where 
having  rais’d  fome  Forces,  they  advanc’d  thro’  TheEarlof 
the  Northern  Counties,  and  foon  rais’d  a  bnla”d 
tonfiderable  Force;  but  entring  TorkJJoire  raifis  ano- 
:hey  were  encounter’d  by  Sir  Thomas  Rokesby ,  ther  Infur- 
:he  High  Sheriff,  and  defeated,  the  Earl  of  re<^1“ndand 
Northumberland  being  kill’d  upon  the  Spot,  anEnoag^ 
md  Bardolph  mortally  wounded  ;  their  Heads  menc.° 
)eing  afterwards  cut  off,  were  fent  to  the 
Cing,  who  order’d  them  to  be  plac’d  upon 
London  Bridge. 

L  2 


There 


P05'  . 

a  third  e- 
ledted. 


y6  The  History  ^England. 

^.D.1409  There  having  been  for  thirty  Years  a  Schifm 
~  in  the  Church  of  Rome,  the  Council  of  Pifa 
a'oout:  thi5  time  depos’d  both  the  contending 
Two  con-  Popes,  and  advanc’d  Peter  de  Candia  to  the 
tending  Papacy,  who  fiil’d  himfelf  Alexander  the  Fifth. 
P°pes  de-^  T|jC  Courts  of  France  and  England  were  ge- 
1105  ’  "  nerally  in  oppofite  Interefts  in  thefe  Contenti¬ 

ons  between  the  feveral  Popes  •,  and  as  the 
French  frill  adher'd  to  Clement ,  King  Henry 
iffu’d  a  Proclamation  in  favour  of  Alexander. 
Wickliffe  s  But  whoever  was  acknowledg’d  Pope,  the  poor 
Doftrines  Lollards ,  the  Dilciples  of  the  celebrated  Dr. 
condemn  d  already  mention’d,  feldorn  tail’d  to 

at  x  °rL  '  be  perfecuted  for  difputing  the  Supremacy  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  Tranfubftantiation,  and 
other  abfurd  Dodtrines,  and  in  this  Reign 
more  violently  than  ever,  the  Clergy  having 
obtain’d  an  Adt  for  burning  thofe  whom  they 
fhou’d  adjudge  guilty  of  Herefy.  T\\t  Lol¬ 
lards  were  become  very  numerous  all  over  the 
Kingdom,  and  fome  of  the  greateft  Dodtors 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  defended  their 
Opinions  but  the  Clergy  had  ftill  fo  much 
Intereft  there  as  to  get  their  Dodtrines  con¬ 
demn’d  in  Convocation,  and.  the  Members 
of  the  Univerfity  were  prohibited  adhering  to 
them  on  Pain  of  Degradation  and  Expulfion. 
j  D.  1410  The  Court  of  France  being  now  diftradted 

- - —  with  Factions,  fo  that  they  could  ho  longer 

afford  the  Weigh  any  Affiftance,  that  People 
The  Weigh  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  Dominion  of  King 
forc’d  to  Henry.  And  Glendour  being  forfaken  by  his 
Countrymen  was  forc’d  to  conceal  himfelf 
in  the  Mountains  to  avoid  the  Vengeance  he 
was  threatned  with.  Nor  had  England  any 
thing  to  fear  from  the  Scots,  while  their  King 
was  a  Prifoner  here  •,  whereupon  King  Henry 
began  to  affume  a  more  defpotick  Power  than 

ever. 


fubmit. 
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ever,  particularly  in  modelling  his  Parlia-  d.D.  1410 
ments.  The  Sheriffs  were  order’d  to  have  \lklzH' 
no  Regard  to  the  Majority  of  Voices  in  E- 
ledtions,  but  to  return  only  fuch  Members  as  TheShe- 
they  knew  wou’d  be  govern’d  by  the  Court.  riffsor- 
The  Upper  Houfe  was  at  the  King’s  Devoti- 
on,  and  the  Clergy  no  lefs,  he  having  pro-  bersofpar- 
tedled  their  Rights  and  Properties  againlf  the  liamentde- 
Attempts  of  the  Commons,  and  affilted  them  voted  to 
with  the  fecular  Arm  to  deftroy  their  Enemies  theCoar^ 
the  Lollards  •,  in  return  for  which  Favour  they 
readily  connived  at  his  affuming  an  unlimited 
Power  ;  but  nothing  contributed  to  fet  him 
above  the  Laws  fo  much  as  his  purchafing  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  compos’d  of  his  own  Crea¬ 
tures  ;  even  Rapin  cou’d  obferve  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  That  the  Liberties  of  the  Englifh  no 
longer  had  a  Being  •,  that  if  the  Sovereign  once  came 
to  chufe  what  Reprefentatives  he  pleas’d,  the 
Bounds  of  the  Royal  Authority  wou’d  be  fo  vafily 
enlarg’d  that  nothing  but  the  mere  Shadow  of 
Liberty  wou’d  remain.  Adding,  That  all  the 
Kings  of  England  who  have  enjoy’d  a  more  abfo- 
lute  Power  than  the  reft,  got  it  by  procuring  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  devoted  to  them  ;  when  a 
Parliament  is  compos’d  of  fuch  Members ;  it  is 
no  longer  the  King  that  is  charg’d  with  the  En¬ 
croachments  made  on  the  People’s  Liberties ,  but 
it  is  the  Nation  it  felf  that  voluntarily  runs  into 
Slavery  ;  and  if  they  wou’d  throw  off  their 
Chains ,  there  is  no  Remedy  to  be  had  but  by  Force 
of  Arms. 

The  Commons  however  were  not  yet  fo  en¬ 
tirely  refign’d  to  the  Ufurper’s  Pleafure,  but 
they  infilled  on  his  palfing  an  Adi  for  fining 
the  Sheriffs  whp  fhould  make  falfe  Returns. 

They  again  prefented  a  Petition  alfo  againft  Petitions 
the  Clergy,  lhewing  hpw  their  Revenues  were  tiie 

mifapply’d,  er^y‘ 
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J.D. 14.10  mifapply’d,  and  praying  that  Parc  of  them 
might  be  appropriated  to  the  Defence  of  the 


Kingdom.  They  alfo  petitioned  that  the 
Statute  for  burning  fuch  People  as  the  Clergy 
ftil’d  Hereticks  might  be  repeal’d,  (the  Com¬ 
mons  themfelves  being  Favourers  of  thole  O- 
pinions)  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  per- 
fecuting  Spirit  of  the  Clergy  of  thofe  Days 
was  the  real  Occafion  of  the  feveral  Attempts 
that  were  made  for  leffcning  their  Revenues. 
The  Commons  cou’d  not  forefee  how  far  this 
Charge  of  Hereby  might  be  extended  ;  both 
the  King  and  the  Clergy  might  make  it  a 
Pretence  for  taking  off  any  Perfon  they  did 
not  like,  and  their  Lives  and  Eftates  confe- 
quently  by  thefe  Means  wou’d  become  as  pre¬ 
carious  as  in  the  moft  arbitrary  Governments. 
The  king  gut  tpe  King  ftuck  clofe  to  his  Friends  the 
the  Clergy  Clergy,  and  in  his  Anfwer  to  the  Petitions  of 
the  Commons,  prohibited  them  to  meddle 
any  further  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Church  ;  he 
would  never  content,  he  faid,  to  diminifh  her 
Rights,  and  wifh’d  that  the  Lollards  were 
extirpated  out  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  to  fhew 
.One  burnt  that  he  was  in  earned:,  he  foon  after  order’d 
O'  one  Thomas  Bradley ,  a  Difciple  of  Wickliffe' s, 

to  be  burnt  at  the  Stake.  The  Prince,  who 
was  prefent  at  the  Execution,  obferving  with 
Horror  the  Tortures  poor  Bradley  endur’d 
in  the  Flames,  order’d  the  Fire  to  be  ex- 


tinguifh’d,  and  offer’d  him  his  Life  and  a 


Penfion  if  he  wou’d  recant :  But  the  brave 
Martyr,  tho’  he  had  experienc’d  the  exqui- 
fite  Torture,  chofe  rather  to  return  to  the 
Stake  than  deny  his  Principles. 

The  King  The  King  it  feems  in  this  Parliament  pro- 
defires  a  pOS’g  their  giving  him  a  perpetual  Bill  of 
BillofCre-  Credit,  that  whether  the  Parliament  affem- 
die  bled. 
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bled  or  not,  he  might  levy  every  YearSubfidies  A.D.  1410 
on  the  Subject  ;  but  they  were  fo  far  from  ~ — 77 

granting  this,  that  it  was  with  Difficulty  he 
obtain’d  a  Supply  for  the  Service  of  the  enfu- 
ing  Year  ;  nor  had  they  granted  this  if  he  had 
not  had  recourfe  to  his  former  Artifice  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  Seffions  to  the  Heat  of  Summer, 
when  moft  of  the  Country  Gentlemen  were 
gone  to  their  Seats. 

Great  Part  of  the  following  Year  wasfpent  A.D.  1411 

in  Treaties  for  prolonging  the  Truce  with  — - - • 

France ,  Spain ,  or  Scotland-,  but  the  moft  im-  I2&13#+ 
portant  was  that  between  King  Henry  and  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy.  The  Duke  of  Orleans ,  affifts  the 
Son  of  that  Duke  whom  Burgundy  had  mur-  °*  ^Ur~ 
der’d,  having  confederated  with  the  Dukes  of die 
Berry,  Alenfon ,  Bretagne ,  and Armagnac,  had  Orkam 
driven  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  from  the  Court  Faction, 
of  France ,  which  occafion’d  his  calling  in  the 
Engli/h  to  his  Affifiance  :  King  Henry  there¬ 
upon  enter’d  into  an  Alliance  with  him,  and 
fent  over  a  good  Body  of Troops  to  join  with  the 
Duke’s  Adherents,  who  being  now  fuperior 
to  his  Enemies,  march’d  up  to  Paris ,  where 
he  was  reciev’d  with  the  loud  Acclamations  of 
the  People,  his  Enemies  the  Armagnacs  (who 
were  fo  denominated  from  the  Earl  of  Arma- 
gnac  their  celebrated  General)  retiring  from  that 
City  upon  his  Approach. 

The  Orleans  Fablion  finding  they  were  not  4  ^ 
able  to  make  head  againft  the  Duke  of  Bur-  .  1  '^f2 
purely  while  he  was  a  biffed  by  the  Englifo ,  of-  1 3&14U4 
fer’d  King  Henry  his  own  Terms  if  he  wou’d 
change  Hands  and  come  over  to  their  Party  :  ^r/,es 
Theyeven  promis’d  to  deliver  up  above  ioqo  sidestnd 
Towns  they  were  in  Poffeffion  of  in  Guenne  and  fupports 
Voidlou ,  which  were  Terms  fo  very  advantagi-  of 
3us  that  King  Henry  without  giving  the  Duke 
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of  Burgundy  the  leaft  Notice,  or  being  at  all 
concern’d  in  breaking  through  the  Alliance  he 
had  made  with  him,  immediately  fentoveran 
Army  to  join  the  Orleance  Faction  under  the 
Command  of  his  Brother  Prince  Thomas,  after¬ 
wards  Duke  of  Clarence.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  receiving  Advice  that  his  E- 
nemies  expected  aReinforcement  from  England, 
laid  Siege  to  the  City  of  Bourges ,  where  the 
Heads  of  thatParty  were  affembled,who  being 
apprehenlive  the  Town  might  be  taken  before 
the  Succours  arriv’d  from  England,  ftruck  up  a 
Peace  with  Burgundy,  of  which  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
rence, who  was  come  asfar  being  appriz’d^ 

bent  his  March  towards  Guienne,  burning  and 
plundering  the  Country  in  his  Palfage  thither. 

We  meet  with  fcarce  any  other  confiderable 
Tranfadlions  in  this  Reign unlefsfome  Frolicks 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  i  He  affociated  himfelf 
’ds  related,  not  only  with  the  moft  notorious 
Debauchees  and  Libertines,  but  even  with  Fe¬ 
lons  andRobbers,  and  frequently  robb’din  their 
Company  ;  particularly,  ’tis  related,  that  he 
once  fet  upon  the  Collectors  of  theTaxes,  and 
took  from  them  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money, 
and  that  one  of  his  Companions  happening  to 
be  apprehended  and  try’d  before  the  LordChief 
Juftice  for  fome  Offence  of  this  Kind,  he  came 
into  Wejtmi njler- Hall  and  fat  him  down  upon 
the  Bench  in  order  to  over-awe  the  judge  ;  and 
when  he  found  that  his  Friend  was  condemn’d 
ftotwithftanding  all  his  Endeavours  to  bring 
him  off,  he  ftruck  the  judge  a  Blow  on  the 
Face  ;  whereupon  the  Chief  Juftice  had  the 
Courage  to  order  the  Prince  to  be  taken  into 
Cuftody,  which  the  King  highly  approv’d  of,  m 
looking  upon  the  Offence  to  be  committed  a- 
gainft  him  whole  Perfon  the  Chief  Juftice  re- 
prefented.  Fheff 
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Thefe  Sal  lies  of  the  Prince  created  the  King  A.D.  1 4 1 
a  great  deal  ofUneafmefs, and  he  made  him  fen- 
fibleof  his  Refentmentby  difmilling  him  from 
the  Council  Table,  and  making  his  Brother 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  Prefident  in  his  room  : 

Some  fay  he  had  Thoughts  of  altering  the 
Succeffion  ;  whereupon  the  Prince  apprehend¬ 
ing  the  ill  Confequences  of  his  Father’s  Dif- 
pleafure,  abandon’d  his  leud  Companions, 
and  came  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  King  in 
the  humbled:  Manner,  and  was  reconcil’d  to 
him.  It  was  but  a  very  little  while  after  that 
the  King  was  feiz’d  with  a  dangerous  Illnefs ;  The  King 
when  refledting  by  what  violent  Means  he  had  ta^en  i11* 
afcended  and  eltablifhed  himfelf  on  theThrone, 
in  order  to  make  fome  Attonement  for  all 
the  Bloodfhed  and  Injuftice  he  had  been  guilty 
of,  he  vow’d  to  undertake  the  Crufade  if  he 
recover’d,  and  go  in  Perfon  to  th tHcly  Land , 
which  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Clergy  of  thefe 
times  was  the  moft  meritorious  Service  a  Sin¬ 
ner  could  undertake  to  procure  Abfolution  ; 
but  he  did  not  live  to  perform  his  Vow.  It 
is  reported  that  the  Prince  entring  into  Dif- 
courfe  with  him  while  he  lay  on  his  Death- bed 
concerning  the  Succeffion  of  the  Crown,  the 
King  cry’d  out,  What  Right  I  had  to  it  God  on¬ 
ly  knows-,  to  which  the  Princereply’d,  You  got 
it  by  the  Sword ,  and  by  the  Sword  I  will  main¬ 
tain  it.  But  whatever  Truth  there  was  in  this, 
the  King  died  at  his  Palace  of  his  Wejl?ninjler  King  Hen- 
on  the  20th  of  March ,  in  the  47th  Year  of  his  rJ  dies- 
Age  and  the  14th  of  his  Reign,  A.D.  1413, 
and  his  Body  was  interr’d  at  Canterbury.  p  f 

The  King  was  of  a  middle  Stature,  and  ex-  andCha-^ 
tremely  well  proportioned  :  He  is  allow’d  to  rafter, 
be  a  Prince  of  great  Parts  and  Abilities,  but  with  fome 
immoderately  ambitious  j  his  Repofe,  Ho- 
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nour,  Confidence,  and  every  thing  elfe  that 
was  valuable,  were  facrific’d  to  the  enchanting 
Glories  of  a  Crown  :  The  delivering  the  Na¬ 
tion  from  Oppreflion  indeed  was  the  pretend¬ 
ed  Motive  for  his  dethroning  Richard *,  but  it 
was  evidently  his  Thirft  after  Sovereign  Pow¬ 
er  that  was  the  principal  Inducement  to  that 
Attempt.  We  fee  this  very  Prince,  who  ex¬ 
claim’d  againft  putting  Noblemen  to  Death 
without  a  legal  Tryal,  beheading  feveral 
without  any  Form  of  Law,  even  before  he 
afcended  the  Throne  :  We  fee  him  compel¬ 
ling  the  King  to  call  a  Parliament,  and  influ¬ 
encing  the  Elections  by  a  lawlefs  Force,  ’till 
he  obtain’d  fuch  a  one  as  concurr’d  in  the  de- 
pofing  and  imprifoning  the  King,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  him  to  the  Throne  •,  and  at  laft  we 
And  him  defpiflng  the  pretended  Election  of 
the  People,  and  claiming  the  Crown  by  Con- 
queft,  that  he  might  be  under  no  Reftraint 
in  the  Exercife  of  his  Dominion. 

The  very  fir  ft  Tranfabtion  after  his  Ac- 
ceflion  fhews  he  never  intended  to  have  any 
Regard  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  England , 
for  he  appointed  the  Lords  and  Members  of 
the  laft  Houfe  of  Commons  to  afiemble  and 
fit  again  as  a  new  Parliament,  by  his  foie  Au¬ 
thority,  without  ifluing  out  Writs  for  fum- 
moning  them,  or  giving  the  People  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  elebting  their  Reprelentatives  ; 
and  quite  through  his  Reign  we  find  him  ei-  . 
ther  by  Threats,  Bribes,  or  other  Artifices,  j 
driving  or  wheadling,  and  fometimes  tricking  , 
the  Parliament  into  deftrubtive  Meafures  j  he 
does  not  feem  to  be  ignorant  of  thofe  Arts  of  ' 
managing  an  Englijh  Parliament  that  have, 
been  prabtis’d  in  later  Reigns  ;  but  the  j 
cmeateft  Infult  on  the  Freedom  of  Elebtions 
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was  that  general  Order  to  the  Sheriffs  and 
chief  Officers  of  Corporations,  that  they 
fhou’d  fuffer  none  but  Blockheads,  none 
but  fuch  as  were  ignorant  in  the  Laws  and 
Cuftoms  of  their  Country  to  be  return’d 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  By 
thefe  Means  he  became  in  effedt  as  abfolute 
as  the  Grand  Signior,  and  more  fecurely  fo, 
as  his  adling  in  concurrence  with  fuch  biafs’d 
or  corrupted  Parliaments  skreen’d  him  from 
the  Charge  of  Tyranny  and  Oppreffion,  and 
fix’d  it  rather  on  the  two  Houfes;  as  he  did 
nothing  without  the  Advice  and  Confent  of 
the  pretended  Reprefentatives  of  the  People, 
they  had  no  room  to  clamour  againft  him. 
But  of  all  the  vile  Adis  that  ever  he  prevail’d 
on  his  obfequious  Parliament  to  concur  with 
him  in,  that  of  the  Murder  of  the  King,  who 
was  not  only  his  Sovereign  but  his  near  Rela^- 
tion,  was  the  molt  univerfally  detefted.  Af¬ 
ter  this  we  need  no  longer  wonder  at  his  be¬ 
heading  the  principal  Nobility,  and  hanging 
up  the  Commons  by  Dozens,  ’till  he  had  per- 
fedtly  fubdu’d  the  Laws  as  well  as  the  Spirit 
of  the  Nation.  Such  aDELIVERER, 
fuch  aPROTECTOR  was  this  Prince, 
who  ufurp’d  the  Throne  under  Pretence  of 
refcuing  the  People  from  Slavery  ;  and  this 
laudable  Pattern  have  fome  zealoufly  recom¬ 
mended  to  future  Generations  for  their  Imi¬ 
tation.  It  is  this  Prince  alfo  that  procur’d 
an  Adi  to  pafs  for  the  burning  of  Pro- 
teftants,  and  the  firft  were  adtually  burnt  in 
England  in  his  Reign,  which  was  done  with 
no  other  View  but  to  make  the  Popiffi  Clergy 
his  Friends.  Another  Misfortune  alfo  attend¬ 
ed  this  Reign,  which  is  the  ufual  Effedl  of  U- 
furpations  ■,  the  King  was  fo  much  afraid  of  en- 
M  2  tering 
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tering  into  a  foreign  War,  that  he  fuffer’d 
the  Kingdom  to  be  ravag’d  and  infulted  on 
every  Side :  The  French ,  the  Bretons ,  and 
the  Weljh ,  burnt  and  plunder’d  the  King¬ 
dom  for  feveral  Years  with  Impunity  :  He 
durft  not  enter  into  a  formal  War,  left  he 
fhou’d  give  his  SubjeCts  an  Opportunity  of 
knocking  off  their  Shackles  and  recovering 
their  loft  Liberties.  And  after  all,  what  were 
his  Enjoyments  ?  what  were  the  Fruits  of  all 
his  Care  and  Toil?  how  did  the  Throne 
which  he  afcend.ed  and  maintain’d  himfelf  in 
at  the  Expence  of  lo  much  Blood,  anfwer  his 
Expectations  ?  He  found  himfelf  every  Year 
in  his  fhort  Reign  almoft  exercis’d  with  Con- 
fpiracies  and  InfurreCtions  at  home,  and  Infults 
from  abroad  :  And  when  he  had  perfectly  fub- 
du’d  his  People,  and  put  them  out  of  a  Capa¬ 
city  of  giving  him  any  Difturbance,  how  was 
his  Soul  ruffled  by  the  Vices  and  Extrava¬ 
gance  of  the  Prince  his  eldeft  Son  ?  What  Jea- 
loufies  did  he  entertain  that  his  own  Houfe 
wou’d  rife  up  againft  him  and  deprive  him  of 
his  Crown  by  the  fame  cruel  Means  he  had 
taken  to  acquire  it.  If  thefe  are  the  Fruits  of 
Rebellion  and  Ufurpation,  who  wou’d  envy 
the  Poffeffor  of  fuch  a  Throne  ?  What  Trea¬ 
chery,  what  Murders,  what  Violence  and  De-j 
vaftations  has  that  Prince  r0  anfwer  for  who 
wrefts  the  Scepter  out  of  the  Hands  of  hi^ 
Sovereign,  and  tyrannizes  over  his  Fellow- 
SubjeCts !  Can  he  ever  enjoy  a  Moment’s  Peaq 
in  this  World,  or  think  of  another  without 
Horror  ! 

The  Title  TheTitleof  thisKinghas  been  confider’d  al. 
of  -tl  4  ’  ready,  or  rather  it  has  been  fhewn,  that  he  ha4 
moPretence  to  theCrown  he  poffefs’d :  I  proceed 
herefore  to  give  an  Account  of  his  Marriag# 
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and  Iffue.  He  had  two  Wives  •,  the  firft  was  His  Mar-^ 
Mary  one  the  Daughters  and  Coheirs  of  j^s  aru^ 
Humphry  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Hereford ,  EJfex , 
and  Northampton ,  and  Conftable  of  England : 

He  marry’d  her  when  he  was  Earl  of  Derby, 
and  fhe  Anno  1394,  before  he  came  to 
the  Crown.  He  had  by  her  four  Sons  and 
two  Daughters  •,  Henry  his  eldefl  Son  was 
Prince  of  kVales,  and  fucceeded  his  Father  ; 
his  fecond  Son  was  Thomas ,  Duke  of  Clarence , 
and  Steward  of  England ,  who  was  flain  at 
Beaufort  in  Anjou ,  and  died  without  Iffue  i  his 
third  Son  was  John  Duke  of  Bedford ,  he  mar¬ 
ry’d  firft  with  Anne  Daughter  of  John  Duke 
of  Burgundy ,  and  fecondly  vj'xCsxJaccba  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  of  Luxemburgh  Earl  of  St.  Paul , 
but  died  alfo  without  Tffue  ;  his  fourth  Son 
was  Humphry ,  by  his  Brother  King  Henry  V 
created  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  and  was  gene¬ 
rally  call’d  the  Good  Duke  he  had  two  Wives, 
but  died  without  Iffue  in  the  Year  1446,  and 
was  buried  at  St.  Alban's ,  tho’  the  vulgar 
Opinion  be  that  he  lies  buried  in  St.  Paul's 
Church.  Of  King  Henry  the  4th’s  Daughters, 

Blanch  the  elder  was  married  to  Lewis  Bar- 
batus ,  Palatine  of  the  Rhine  and  Prince  Elec¬ 
tor  ;  Philippa  his  younger  Daughter  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  John  King  of  Demnark  and  Norway. 

His  fecond  Wife  was  Joan  Daughter  to 
Charles  the  firft.  King  of  Navarre ,  fhe  being 
the  Widow  of  John  de  Montford  furnamed 
Streany  or  the  Conqueror ,  Duke  of  Bretagne , 
who  died  without  any  Iffue  by  King  Henry. 

I  ffall  conclude  this  Reign  with  a  fhort 
Abftradof  fome  remarkable  Ads  that  pafs’d 
in  it  which  have  not  been  mention’d  already, 
or  but  very  (lightly. 
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A&.s  pafs’d  By  2  Hen.  4.  Cap.  14.  It  was  enabled, 
in  this  That  where  any  Purveyor  took  Provifions  for 
c’sn'  the  King’s  Ufe  under  the  Value  of  forty  Shil¬ 
lings,  he  fhould  pay  for  them  immediately. 

By  Cap.  15  of  the  fame  Year,  That  none 
fhould  preach  without  the  Licenfe  of  the 
Diocelan,  or  preach  or  write  any  thing  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Catholick  Faith  or  the  Determi¬ 
nations  of  Holy  Church,  or  afiemble  in  He- 
reticaljConventicles,  or  favour  fuch  Preachers, 
on  pain  of  being  burnt  (after  Convibtion  be¬ 
fore  the  Ordinary)  if  they  obftinately  perfifted 
in  their  Errors. 

By  Cap.  20.  it  was  enabled,  That  no  Weljh~ 
man  fhould  purchafe  Lands  in  England ,  or  in 
any  Englijh  Town  in  Wales.  And  by  4  H.  4. 
That  no  Weljhman  fhould  be  in  Office,  or 
permitted  to  bear  Arms. 

By  4  H.  4.  Cap.  3.  The  Liberties  of  the 
Holy  Church  are  confirm’d  •,  and  it  was  en¬ 
abled  that  no  Clerk  convibled  of  Felony 
fhould  be  oblig’d  to  make  his  Purgation. 

By  Cap.  12.  That  where  there  are  any  Ap¬ 
propriations  of  Benefices,  Provifion  ffiall  be 
made  for  the  Poor  and  the  Vicar. 

By  Cap.  15.  That  Foreign  Merchants  ffiall 
lay  out  the  Money  they  receive  upon  other 
Merchandizes  of  this  Realm. 

By  Cap.  1 6.  That  no  Gold  or  Silver  fhould 
be  carried  out  of  the  Realm  without  theKing’s 
Licenfe. 

By  Cap.  17.  That  Infants  might  be  re¬ 
ceiv’d  into  the  Orders  of  Friars  without  the 
Confent  of  their  Parents. 

By  5  H.  4.  Cap.  4.  That  it  ffiould  be  fe¬ 
lony  to  ufe  the  Crafp  of  multiplying  Gold  or 
Silver. 
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By  Cap.  5.  That  it  fhould  be  Felony  to  cut 
out  a  Perfon’s  Tongue,  or  pull  out  his  Eyes. 

By  7  H.  4.  Cap.  2.  The  Realms  of  England 
and  France  are  entail’d  on  the  King’s  four 
Sons  by  Name. 

By  Cap.  8.  That  no  Provifion,  Licenfe  or 
Pardon,  fhould  be  granted  of  a  Benefice,  fall 
of  an  Incumbent. 

By  Cap.  14.  That  Noblemen  and  Gentle¬ 
men  fhould  give  no  Liveries  but  to  their  me¬ 
nial  Servants. 

Cap.  15.  recites.  That  at  the  grievous  Com¬ 
plaint  of  the  Commons  of  the  undue  Election 
of  the  Knights  of  Counties  for  the  Parliament 
which  the  Sheriffs  return’d  out  of  Affedion  or 
otherwife,  and  not  according  to  the  Tenor  of 
the  Writs  directed  to  them,  it  was  therefore 
enaded,  That  the  Names  of  the  Perfons  e- 
leded  fhould  for  the  future  be  return’d  in  In¬ 
dentures,  feal’d  by  the  Electors  and  the  rc- 
fpedive  Sheriffs.  And  by  the  Statute  of  the 
1 1  th  H.  4.  it  was  further  enaded,  That  every 
Sheriff  who  made  an  undue  Return  fhould  for¬ 
feit  an  hundred  Pounds. 

It  appears  that  whenever  the  Parliament 
granted  the  King  a  15th  in  this  Reign,  the 
Clergy  ufually  granted  him  a  Tenth  ;  and 
when  the  King,  in  the  9  th  Year  of  his  Reign, 
defir’d  he  might  be  empower’d  to  levy  a  15th 
every  Year  on  the  Laity  whether  the  Parlia- 
tnent  fat  or  not,  tho’  the  Parliament  would 
fiot  confent  to  it,  the  Clergy  however  were  fo 
devoted  to  him  that  they  gave  him  leave  to 
levy  a  Tenth. 


In  this  Reign  the  Court  of  the  Dutchy  of  The  Court 
Lane  after  was  inftituted  in  Honour  of  that  of  the 
Houfe,  and  that  the  Lands  belonging  to  that  Dut.chy  of 
Dutchy  might  be  known  and  diftinguifh’d 
from  the  Lands  of  the  Crown.  CHAP.  “ 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  Henry  V. 

HENRY,  born  at  Monmouth  in  the  Year 
1388,  in  the  nth  of  Richard  II.  fuc- 
ceeded  his  Father  in  the  Throne  of  England 
on  the  20th  of  March,  A.  D.  1413,  without 
Oppofition,  from  Edmond  Mortimer  Earl  of 
March ,  (defcended  from  an  elder  Branch  of 
the  Royal  Family)  and  was  Crown’d  in  Weft- 
minficr- Abbey  by  Thomas  Arundel ,  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury ,  on  the  ninth  of  April  follow¬ 
ing;  foon  after  which  he  call’d  before  him  the 
leud  Companions  of  his  Youth,  advifed  them 
to  leave  off  their  ill  Courfes,  and  made  each 
of  them  a  handfome  Prefent,  but  order’d 
them  at  the  fame  time  never  to  come  near  the 
Court  for  the  future.  Then  he  proceeded  to 
fupply  the  Privy  Council  and  Courts  of  Juftice 
with  Men  of  the  greateft  Abilities  and  Inte¬ 
grity  ;  and  reflecting  on  the  Cruelty  and  Inju- 
itice  done  the  late  King  Rich.  II.  he  fent  to  Rome, 
defiring  to  be  abfolv’d  from  the  Guilt  of  his 
Blood,  tho’  fhed  by  his  Father,  offering  to 
perform  any  Pennance  that  fhould  be  enjoin’d 
him  on  that  Account.  He  alfo  remov’d  the 
Corpfe  of  that  Prince  from  Langley ,  and 
caus’d  it  to  be  intern’d  by  that  of  Anne  his 
Queen  in  Weflminfler- Abbey,  as  he  had  defir’d 
in  his  Will.  He  alfo  founded  three  Religious 
Houles  near  Shene,  the  Monks  whereof  were 
to  pray  for  the  Soul  of  the  murder’d  King, 
which  was  look’d  upon  as  a  fignal  Adt  of 
Piety  in  thole  Days :  But  what  pleas’d  the 
Clergy  much  more  was,  his  concurring  with 
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them  in  perfecting  the  Lollards,  the  Difci- 
pies  of  Wickliffe.  And  as  Sir  John  Oldcajlle ,  . 

Lord  Cobha?n ,  a  Courtier  in  great  Efteem  with 
his  Prince,  was  deem’d  the  Chief  Protestor  of  He  coun- 
this  Se<ft,  the  Archbifhop  apply’d  himfelf  to  tenances 
the  King  for  leave  to  profecute  him,  which  tke.Peri®' 
was  deny’d  at  firft  •,  but  the  King  afterwards 
difcourfing  with  Sir  John,  and  finding  he  could  iards. 
not  prevail  with  him  to  alter  his  Opinion,  he 
left  the  Clergy  to  proceed  againft  him  as  they 
faw  fit,  and  publifh’d  a  Proclamation  againft 
the  Lollards  at  the  fame  time,  prohibiting 
their  alfembling  for  Divine  Worfhip.  Sir  Sjr  ~  ^ 
John  refufing  to  obey  the  Bifiiop’s  Summons,  oldcajlle 
the  King  caus’d  him  to  be  apprehended  and  apprehen- 
fent  to  the  Tower,  from  whence  he  was  ded* 
brought  before  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Bifhops  of  Londpn  and  JVincheJler  to 
St.  Paul's  on  the  23d  of  September,  when  he 
was  inform’d  by  the  Court  that  certain  Arti¬ 
cles  had  been  exhibited  againft  him  in  Convo¬ 
cation,  and  that  he  had  been  excommunicated 
for  his  Contumacy  in  not  appearing  before 
them  when  he  was  cited,  but  that  they  were 
however  ready  to  abfolve  him  on  his  Submif- 
fion.  To  which  Sir  John  anfwer’d,  He  would  HisAc- 
gladly  make  Profeflion  of  his  Faith  before 
them  ;  and  having  obtain’d  leave,  he  pull’d  fore  the " 
an  indented  Writing  out  of  his  Bofom  and  Archbi¬ 
read  it,  wherein  he  declares,  That  he  believ’d  ^°P*  &c- 
that  the  very  Body  of  Chrijl  did  exift  under 
the  Species  of  Bread  in  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Altar.  That  as  to  the  Sacrament  of  Pen- 
nance,  he  believ’d  it  necefiary  to  repent  and 
amend  their  wicked  Lives,  and  make  Satif- 
faftion  according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
without  which  none  could  hope  for  Salvation. 

As  to  Images,  he  look’d  upon  them  to  be 
Vol.  XVIII.  N  guilty 
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A.D.\\\i  guilty  of  Idolatry  that  worfhipp’d  them.  As 
to  Pilgrimages,  he  thought  thofe  who  liv’d  in 
Obedience  to  God’s  Commands  would  be 
fav’d,  tho’  they  never  went  a  Pilgrimage  to 
Rome ,  Canterbury  or  Compojtella ,  or  any  other 
Place. 

This  not  fatisfying  the  Court,  they  requir’d 
him  to  anlwer  diredtly  whether  he  believ’d 
that  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  after  Con- 
fecration,  there  remain’d  material  Bread  or 
not,  and  whether  he  believ’d  that  in  the  Sa¬ 
crament  of  Pennance  it  was  neceffary  to  con- 
fefs  to  a'Prieft  where  he  might  be  had. 

To  which  he  anfwer’d  pofitively.  That  he 
would  not  declare  himfelf  otherwife,  nor  re¬ 
turn  any  other  Anfwer  than  was  contain’d  in 
his  Writing  which  he  deliver’d  into  the  Court. 

Sir  John  being  brought  before  the  Court 
again  on  the  25th  of  September ,  and  examin’d 
concerning  certain  Points  held  by  the  Church 
of  Ro?ne1  and  alfo  offer’d  Abfolution  if  he  de- 
fir’d  it,  anfwer’d,  he  defir’d  no  Abfolution 
from  them,  but  only  from  God  •,  and  declar’d 
that  he  believ’d  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar 
there  was  the  very  Body  of  Chrift  and  real 
Bread  •,  the  Bread  was  the  thing  we  faw  with 
our  Eyes  ;  and  the  Body  of  .Chrift,  which  was 
hidden  under  it,  was  not  feen.  That  Con 
feftion  to  a  Prieft  was  not  at  all  neceffary. 
That  the  Crofs  ought  not  to  be  worfhipped. 
And  he  held  that  the  Pope,  Archbiftiops, 
Bifhops,  and  other  Prelates,  made  up  the 
true  Antechrift  ;  and  that  there  was  no  Obe¬ 
dience  due  to  them  any  further  than  they  imi¬ 
tated  Chrijl  and  Peter  in  their  Lives  and  Con¬ 
ventions.  Then  Sir  John  turning  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  faid  aloud,  Thofe  who  fit  in  Judgment 
on  me  will  feduce  you  all  and  lead  you  to 
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Hell,  and  therefore  take  good  heed  of  them. 
Whereupon  the  Court  proceeded  to  pafs  Judg¬ 
ment  on  him  as  an  Heretick  and  Apoftate, 
and  deliver’d  him  over  to  the  Secular  Arm, 
declaring  all  Perfons  excommunicated  who 
gave  him  Council,  Aid  or  Comfort ;  and  this 
Sentence  was  order’d  to  be  publifh’d  in  every 
Parifh  Church  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury. 
But  Sir  John  had  the  good  Fortune  to  make 
his  Efcape  out  of  the  Tower  into  Wales , 
whereby  he  avoided  their  Rage  for  fome  time. 

The  Parliament  atTembling  foon  after  the 
King’s  Accefiion,  viz.  on  the  15th  of  May , 
the  Bifhop  of  Winchejler ,  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  King’s  Uncle,  made  a  Speech  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  it,  acquainting  the  Houles  that  the 
King  had  call’d  them  together  to  have  their 
Advice  concerning  the  Support  of  his  Royal 
Eftate  and  Dignity,  the  due  Execution  of  the 
Laws  and  good  Government  of  the  Realm 
and  laftly,  to  confider  of  Foreign  Alliances  and 
the  Defence  of  theKingdom  againft  itsEnemies. 
After  which  the  Commons  being  order’d  to 
chufe  a  Speaker,  elected  William  Stonrton ,  and 
prelentedhim  to  his  Highnelson  the  1 8  th,  who 
being  approv’d  as  ufual,  the  Commons  came 
up  in  a  Body  again  the  22d  Inftant  with  their 
Speaker,  who  reprefented  to  the  King,  that 
many  fair  Promiles  had  been  made  them  in  the 
time  of  his  Father  for  the  due  Obfervation  of 
the  Laws,  but  that  they  had  not  however  been 
put  in  Execution,  and  defir’d  they  might  be 
better  obferv’d  for  the  future.  Where u Don 
they  were  order’d  to  reduce  the  Particulars  of 
their  Complaints  to  Writing,  that  they  mio-ht 
be  redrefs’d. 

The  Commons  afterwards  granted  the  Kino- 
the  fame  Subfidy  on  Staple  Wares,  with  Ton- 
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nage  and  Poundage  for  four  Years,  as  had 
been  granted  Jnno  13  H.  4.  And  an  A  61 
pafs’d  confirming  former  Statutes  in  relation 
to  the  Eleftion  of  Knights  of  Shires,  declaring 
further,  that  none  fhould  be  capable  of  being 
elefiled  a  Knight,  or  fuffer’d  to  be  Electors, 
who  were  not  refident  in  their  refpefifive  Coun¬ 
ties.  It  was  alfo  enabled  that  none  fhould  be 
elected  Citizens  and  Burgeffes  to  ferve  in  Par¬ 
liament  who  were  not  refident  and  free  of  the 
feveral  Cities  and  Boroughs  for  which  they 
were  Candidates. 

An  A  61:  alfo  pafs’d  that  the  Revenues  of 
the  Priors  Aliens,  who  were  poffefs’d  ot  no 
lefs  than  one  hundred  and  ten  Convents,  fhould 
be  feiz’d  into  the  King’s  Hands. 

And  the  Statutes  made  againft  Provifors 
from  Rome  were  confirm’d. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
France  and  England ,  met  at  Lelingham  in  Pi¬ 
cardy,  to  treat  of  a  Peace  between  the  two 
Nations,  when  to  the  furprize  of  the  French , 
the  Englifh  demanded  that  their  Mailer  fhould 
reftore  all  that  had  been  taken  from  them 
fince  the  Treaty  of  Bretigny.  Whereupon 
AmbafTadors  were  fent  to  London ,  to  found 
King  Henry  if  he  was  in  earned  in  this  De¬ 
mand,  to  whom  the  King  declar’d,  he  was 
not  averfe  to  treating  with  them,  but  all  that 
they  could  obtain  ot  him  was  a  prolongation 
of  the  Truce,  for  the  Orleans  and  Burgundian 
Factions  were  fo  violently  fet  upon  the  De- 
ftruclion  of  each  other  at  this  time,  that  the 
King  plainly  forefaw  he  fhould  e’er  long  meet 
with  an  Opportunity  of  recovering  the  Eng- 
lijh  Territories  in  France ,  which  his  Anceftors 
had  been  unjuftly  depriv’d  of.  But  before  the 
reviving  of  the  War  between  France  and  Eng¬ 
land^ 
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land ,  another  kind  of  War  was  carried  on  in  A.D.u^i 
England ,  between  the  Ecclefiafticks  and  the  “  * 

Dilciples  of  Wickliff \  if  that  may  be  call’d  a  , 

War,  where  all  the  Force  is  on  one  fide.  ThePer- 
The  Lollards  were  now  fo  numerous  all  over  kcution 
the  Kingdom,  that  the  Clergy  began  to  be  ' 

apprehenfive,  if  .they  were  not  fpeedily  fup- 
prefs’d,  they  fhould  lofe  not  only  their  Au¬ 
thority  and  Influence,  but  even  their  Revenues, 
Attempts  having  been  made  more  than  once 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  apply  the  Re¬ 
venues  of  the  Clergy  to  Secular  Ufes.  The 
Archbifhop  therefore  and  his  Brethren  fug- 
gefted  to  the  King,  that  thefe  Lollards  were 
no  lefs  Enemies  to  the  State  than  the  Church, 
and  that  there  was  a  Confpiracy  adtually  now 
on  Foot,  for  raifing  twenty  thoufand  Men, 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  John  Oldcaftle , 
who  were  to  rendezvous  on  a  certain  Night 
in  St,  Giles's- Fields,  That  their  Defign  was 
in  the  fir  ft  Place  to  deftroy  the  Abby  of  JVeft- 
minjler ,  St.  Paul's ,  the  Abby  of  St.  Albans , 
and  all  Religious  Houfes,  and  compel  his 
Highnels  at  leaft  to  concur  with  them  in  the 
Alteration  of  Religion. 

Ail  the  Foundation  for  which  Plot  was  no 
more  than  this,  the  Lollards ,  it  feems,  that 
they  might  not  bedifturb’d  in  their  Religious 
Worfhip,  aflembled  frequently  in  Woods 
and  unfrequented  Places  in  the  Night  time  ; 
and  thofe  who  liv’d  in  and  about  London 
particularly,  us’d  to  meet  in  St.  Giles' s-Fields , 
then  over-run  with  Wood  and  Bufhes.  The 
King  being  inform’d  that  the  Confpirators  The  King 
were  to  afiemble  at  St.  Giles's  on  a  certain  furprizes 
Night,  came  thither  with  a  good  Body  of tliem  m  , 
Troops,  and  found  about  fourfcore  People 
there  in  Arms.  Whereupon  making  no 
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Doubt  of  the  Truth  of  the  Confpiracy,  he 
order’d  his  Troops  to  fall  upon  them,  twen¬ 
ty  of  the  Lollards  were  kill’d,  and  the  reft 
made  Prifoners.  The  moft  confiderable  Men 
amongft  them  were  Sir  Roger  Adi  on,  Knight, 
and  John  Beverly  their  Preacher-,  but  Sir 
John  Oldcafile  could  not  be  found,  tho’  a  Re¬ 
ward  of  a  thou  fa  nd  Pound  was  fet  upon  his 
Head  ;  nor  did  it  appear  there  were  any 
more  than  thele  Fourfcore,  that  intended  to 
have  rendezvous’d  at  St.  Giles’s,  but  fome  of 
the  Prifoners,  fuppos’d  to  be  influenc’d  by 
Bribes  or  Threats,  declaring  their  Defign 
was  to  kill  the  King,  fubvert  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  make  Sir  John  Oldcaftls  Regent  of 
the  Kingdom,  thirty-feven  of  the  Prifoners 
were  tried  and  convidted  of  High-Treafon, 
of  whom  feven  were  burnt  alive,  and  among 
thefe  Sir  Roger  Aclon ,  Beverly  the  Preacher, 
and  one  Morley  a  Modifier.  Their  being  in 
Arms  was  look’d  upon  as  a  ftror.g  Circum- 
ftance  to  prove  their  feditious  Intentions,  and 
I  find  their  Friends  admit  that  they  had  Arms 
with  them,  which  they  infinuate,  was  only 
to  defend  them  againft  the  Infults  of  the 
Mob.  However  there  is  no  Doubt  that  this, 
and  the  Confeflions  of  fome  of  the  Prifoners, 
went  a  great  way  in  confirming  the  King,  as 
well  as  others,  in  the  Belief  of  the  Plot,  and 
occafion’d  the  Perfecution  to  be  renew’d  with 
greater  Violence  than  ever.  ^  . 

A  little  after  thefe  Executions,  viz.  in 
in  February ,  14141  the  Lollards  great  Ene¬ 
my,  Thomas  Arundel  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Henry  Chi- 
chely ,  Bifhop  of  St.  Davici  s,  a  I  relate  no 
lefs  zealous  to  extirpate  that  Seft.  In  the 
next  Parliament,  which  met  in  April  at  Lei- 
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cefter ,  the  Plot  of  the  Lollards  to  deftroy  the  A.D.  1414 
King  and  fubvert  the  Government,  prov’d  ^ 
by  the  pretended  Infurredtion  and  the  Con- 
feftions  of  the  Confpirators,  was  difplay’d 
with  abundance  of  aggravating  Circumftances, 
and  the  difmal  Confequences  which  mult  have 
attended  that  Confpiracy  if  it  had  fucceeded, 
whereby  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  in-  Another 
duc’d  to  pafs  another  fevere  Adt  againft  that  fevere  A£t 
People.  In  this  Adi  the  Lord  Chancellor,  agamit  the 
Treafurer,  Judges,  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  0  a>  s‘ 
and  all  inferior  Officers  are  requir’d  to  take  an 
Oath  to  ufe  their  utmoft  Diligence  to  deftroy 
and  extirpate  all  manner  of  Herefies  call’d 
Lollardies ;  and  that  all  Perfons  convidted  of 
Herefy,  and  deliver’d  over  to  the  Secular 
Power,  fhould  forfeit  their  Lands  of  Inheri¬ 
tance,  together  with  their  Goods  and  Chat¬ 
tels  ;  but  however  the  Commons  were  drawn 
in  to  pafs  this  Adi  againft  the  Lollards ,  they 
were  not  yet  reconcil’d  to  the  Clergy,  but  re¬ 
new’d  their  Petition  for  feizing;  on  their  Re-  AnAddrefs 
venues  for  fupporting  the  Exigencies  of  the  *°pj^ca 
Government,  and  tho’  the  Clergy  had  Intereft  ting  the 
enough  in  the  Upper- Houfe  and  at  Court,  to  Revenues 
prevent  their  own  Lands  being  alienated,  ofthe 
they  found  themfelves  under  a  Neceflity  of  TheLands 
concurring  with  the  Parliament,  in  giving  0f  the  Pri- 
the  King  the  Inheritance  of  the  Lands  belong-  ors  Aliens 
ing  to  the  Priors  Alien,  which  he  had  already  §lven  to 
feiz’d,  in  order  to  renew  the  War  with  the  the(--rown’ 
French ,  who  in  a  late  Treaty  had  abfolutely 
refus’d  to  deliver  up  the  Provinces  that  were 
yielded  to  England  by  the  Treaty  of  Bretigny. 

In  this  Parliament  alfo,  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury ,  as  well  to  divert  the  People  from 
their  Projedl  of  lefiening  the  Revenues  of  the 
Clergy,  as  to  procure  a  Supply  fuitable  to 
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fuch  an  Enterprize  as  the  Invafion  of  Francey 
fet  forth,  in  a  long  labour’d  Speech,  the  In- 
juftice  of  the  French ,  in  feizing  and  detaining 
Normandy ,  and  the  other  Englijh  Provinces, 
to  which  they  never  had  any  Pretence  of 
Right;  and  infilled  alfo,  that  fince  they  had 
violated  the  Treaty  of  Bretigny ,  the  King  was 
entitled  to  the  whole  Realm  of  France ,  and 
declar’d,  that  the  Clergy  would  give  the 
greateft  Supply  they  had  ever  rais’d,  to  enable 
his  Highnefs  to  recover  his  juft  Rights.  Which 
had  fuch  an  Effebl  on  the  Commons,  that 
they  granted  two  Tenths  and  two  Fifteenths 
towards  the  Charges  of  the  French  War. 

In  this  Parliament  the  King  reftor’d  Henry 
Percy ,  Son  of  the  famous  Hotfpnr,  his  Grand¬ 
father’s  Eftate  and  Honours,  particularly  the 
Earldom  of  Northujnherland. 

The  King  being  now  allur’d  of  a  fufficie'nt 
Fund  for  this  great  Undertaking,  fent  a  lo- 
lemn  EmbalTy  to  France ,  to  demand  that 
Crown,  or  at  leaft  the  Provinces  granted  by 
the  Treaty  of  Bretigne,  and  the  Princefs  Ka¬ 
therine,  the  French  King’s  Daughter,  in  Mar¬ 
riage.  But  the  Dauphin,  who  had  then  the 
Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  treated  the  Pro- 
pofal  with  the  utmoft  Contempt,  and  inftead 
of  a  ferious  Anfwer,  fent  back  a  Tun  of  Ten¬ 
nis-Balls,  as  much  fitter  to  entertain  the 
youthful  Monarch,  than  a  War  of  that  Con- 
fequence.  Whereupon,  it  is  reported,  that 
King  Henry  faid,  He  would  return  his  Pre- 
fent  in  fuch  Balls  as  the  Gates  of  Paris  fhould 
not  be  able  to  refill.  However,  certain  it  is, 
he  immediately  began  to  levy  Forces,  and 
make  fuch  Preparations  as  plainly  demon- 
ftrated  he  was  in  earneft.  Whereupon  the 
French  having  thought  more  •  ferioufly  of  the 
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matter,  fent  over  the  Archbifhop  of  Bourges , 
and  eleven  other  Ambafifadors,  to  endeavour 
to  divert  Henry  from  his  Defign,  by  promi¬ 
sing  him  the  Princefs  Katherine ,  and  to  yield 
up  part  of  the  Provinces  demanded  ;  but  when 
they  found  that  Henry  would  be  latisfied  with 
nothing  lefs  than  what  was  relinquifh’d  by  the 
Treaty  of  Bretigny ,  and  a  Portion  of  two  mil¬ 
lions  of  Crowns  with  the  Princefs,  the  Arch- 
bifhop,  ’tis  faid,  loft  all  Temper,  arid  re¬ 
proach’d  the  King  to  his  Face,  for  his  Ufurpa- 
tion  of  England  telling  him,  that  he  was  fo 
far  from  having  a  Right  to  France ,  that  he 
had  not  indeed  any  manner  of  Right  to  this 
Kingdom-,  and  left  his  Prefence  abruptly. 

The  Ambafiadors  were  no  fooner  gone, 
but  the  King  fet  out  for  Southampton ,  where 
he  had  appointed  the  Rendezvous  of  his 
Troops,  and  being  ready  to  embark  on  the 
laft  of  July,  a  Plot  was  difcover’d  againft 
him  -,  wherein  the  Earl  of  Cambridge  Brother 
to  the  Duke  of  Fork ,  Henry  Scroop  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  and  Sir  Thomas  Grey  a  Privy-Counfel- 
lor,  were  the  principal  Confpirators.  They 
had,  ’tis  faid,  been  brib’d  by  the  Court  of 
France  with  a  million  of  Gold  Crowns,  to 
make  a  Diverfion  in  their  Favour  and  they 
deftgn’d,  it  feems,  afloon  as  the  King  was 
gone  beyond  Sea,  to  have  found  fome  Man 
to  have  perfonated  King  Richard ,  and  by  gi¬ 
ving  out  that  he  was  alive,  to  have  rais’d  an 
Infurredtion.  If  this  would  not  have  taken, 
they  were  to  have  affected  the  Right  of  Ed¬ 
mund  Earl  of  March  to  the  Crown,  and  car¬ 
ried  him  with  them  into  IVales  in  order  to 
raife  Forces  to  fupport  his  Claim.  But  ha¬ 
ving  acquainted  the  Earl  of  March  with  their 
Defign,  and  given  him  fome  time  to  confider 
Vo  l.  XVIII.  0  of 
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^.£>.1415  of  the  Attempt,  the  Earl  either  doubting  the 
~A  „  H  .  Succefs  of  the  Enterprize,  or  having  no  great 
Share  of  Ambition,  went  immediately  to  King 
Henry  and  difeover’d  the  Plot.  Whereup¬ 
on  the  Earl  of  Cambridge ,  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  and  Sir  Thomas  Grey  were  tried  and 
convitfted  of  High-Treafon.  The  firft  and 
the  laft,  however,  had  the  Honour  of  being 
beheaded,  and  Scroop  was  drawn  hang’d  and 
quarter’d  as  a  common  Offender  ;  pofiibly 
the  King  refen  ted  his  Treachery  moft,  be- 
caufe  he  had  fhewn  him  the  greateft  Favour, 
by  conferring  on  him  the  Poft  of  Lord  High 
Treafurer. 

wnbarks1^  This  ^onfpiracy  did  not  alter  the  King’s 
with  his  Meafures ;  he  only  deferr’d  the  Embarkation 
Army.  about  a  Fortnight,  and  then  let  Sail  for 
France  with  a  Fleet  of  fifteen  hundred  Tranf- 
ports,  on  board  of  which  was  a  Land  Army 
of  thirty  thoufand  Men,  viz.  fix  thoufand 
Men  at  Arms  and  twenty  four  thoufand  Ar¬ 
chers,  with  which  he  landed  at  Havre  de 
^Normard'  ^race  near  the  Mouth  of  the  Seyne  on  the  2 1  ft  of 
'  Augu ft,  from  whence  he  march’d  and  laid  Siege 
Harfleur  to  Harfleur ,  about  nine  Miles  diftant  from  the 
£a  tlJ'  Place  or  his  Landing  ;  and  tho’  the  Town 
was  ftrong  and  defended  by  a  good  Garrilon,  I 
find  it  fu'rrender’d  within  three  Weeks ;  for  in 
Ky trier’s  A<fts  of  State  there  is  the  Copy  of  a 
Challenge  fent  by  the  King  to  the  Dauphin, 
offering  to  decide  the  Quarrel  between  the  two 
Nations  by  fingle  Combat,  which  was  dated  in 
the  Town  of  Harfleur,  the  fixteenth  of  Sep¬ 
tember  j  and  indeed  few  Towns  were  able  to 
hold  out  a  longer  Siege  when  great  Guns  were 
firft  us’d  ;  the  high  Stone  Towers  and  other 
Defences  in  thole  antique  Fortifications  were 
loon  demolifh’d  by  a  Battery  of  great  Guns. 
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one  great  Gun,  and  yet  the  Garrifon  was  forc’d  ~ 
to  yield  in  a  few  Days  ;  but  tho’  battering 
Pieces  were  then  us’d  in  the  Siege  of  Towns, 
neither  Field  Pieces  or  fmall  Arms  were  feen 
in  any  Battel  for  fome  time  afterwards,  either 
in  France  or  England. 

The  Garrifon  of  Harfleur  having  furren-  Harfleur 
der’d  upon  no  better  Terms  than  the  being 
permitted  to  march  away  without  their  Arms  ;  jAy. 
the  King  fent  away  all  the  Reft  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  repeopled  the  Town  with  Englijh  *, 
and  having  continu’d  a  little  while  in  the  Place 
to  fee  the  Fortifications  repair’d,  he  march’d 
from  thence  towards  Calais ,  tho’  his  Army 
at  that  time  was  fo  diminifh’d  by  the  Flux  and  TheArmy 
other  Diftempers,  that  it  did  not  amount  to  dimintfh’d 
ten  thoufand  Men,  according  to  fome  Writers  ; 
but  there  are  very  ftrong  Prefumptions  to  in-  tow‘ards 
duce  us  to  believe  that  the  Englijh  Troops  were  Calais. 
not  leffen’d  to  fuch  a  degree  ;  for  firft,  they 
had  not  been  above  fix  Weeks  out  of  Eng¬ 
land,  of  which  they  had  rot  Jain  three  Weeks 
in  the  Field  •,  and  fecoudly.  King  Henry  muft 
have  been  the  mofc  rafh  and  imprudent  Gene¬ 
ral  that  ever  had  the  Command  of  an  Army,  if 
'he  had  attempted  to  march  200  Miles  through 
an  Enemies  Country,  when  he  knew  there  were 
an  hundred  thoufand  Men  and  upwards  afiem- 
bled  to  oppofe  him,  if  his  Army  was  really  re¬ 
duc’d  to  ten  thoufand  Men,  and  thofe  ex¬ 
tremely  weak,  and  unfit  for  Fatigue,  as’  the 
fame  Writers  reprefent ;  efpecially  when  he 
might  have  embark’d  his  Army  either  for 
England  or  Calais,  without  running  any  Ha¬ 
zard.  I  cannot  believe  therefore  that  the 
EngliJfj  Army  v/as  in  reality  reduc’d  to  twenty 
thoufand  Men,  efpecially  when  I  confiderthe 
Victory  they  obtain’d  over  the  whole  Power 
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of  France  but  a  very  little  afterwards  :  But 
whatever  were  the  Numbers  of  the  Englijh 
Forces,  they  continu’d  their  March  with  very 
little  Opposition  ’till  they  came  to  the  River 
Somme,  where  they  found  all  the  Bridges 
broken  down,  and  every  fordable  Place  fo 
ftrongly  fortified  that  it  was  very  hazardous 
to  attempt  the  Paffage,  efpecially  in  the  Face 
of  an  Army  at  lead  fix  times  their  Number. 
And  indeed  the  French  Writers  affirm,  that 
if  their  Generals  had  not  withdrawn  their 
Troops  from  forne  of  the  Fords,  on  purpofe 
to  let  the  Englijh  come  over,  they  cou’d  never 
have  pafs’d  that  River  and  the  Reafon  they 
fuffer’d  the  Englijh  Army  to  pafs  the  River 
Somme  was,  that  their  Retreat  might  be  cut  off 
from  Harfleur ,  and  that  being  hemm’d  in 
on  one  fide  by  the  River,  and  on  the  other  by 
their  numerous  Troops,  none  of  the  Englijh 
Forces  might  efcape.  The  Englijh  Writers 
on  the  other  Hand  affure  us  that  their  Coun¬ 
trymen  forc’d  their  Way  over  the  Somme  not- 
withflanding  all  the  Efforts  the  Enemy  cou’d 
make  to  prevent  it.  However  all  agree  that 
the  River  Somme  was  pafs’d  by  the  Englijh  be¬ 
tween  St.  Fjuintin  and  Peronne ,  not  a  great 
Way  from  the  Source,  and  that  the  French 
Army  afterwards  polled  themfelves  in  a  nar¬ 
row  Pafihge  in  the  Way  to  Calais ,  through 
which  it  was  neceffary  for  Henry  to  march. 
The  French  add,  that  finding  himfelf  thus  en¬ 
clos’d  between  the  Somme  and  their  Army, 
and  defdtute  of  Provifions,  he  offer’d  to  de¬ 
liver  up  Harfleur ,  and  be  at  the  Charges  of 
the  War,  if  they  wou’d  give  him  leave  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  March  ;  but  this  Propofal  being  re¬ 
veled,  both  Tides  prepared  for  the  Encounter. 


IOI 


HENRY  V. 

The  French  had  polled  their  Army  in  fuch  a  ^-D.1415 
Place  as  has  been  obferv’d  already  that  it  was  ~ 
impoflible  for  the  Englijh  to  flip  by  them  ;  but 
then  it  was  fo  narrow  that  they  cou’d  make  Th tFrench 
littleAdvantageof  pheir  Numbers.  The  Cafe 
was  much  the  fame  here  as  at  the  Battel  of  t0 
Crejfy  •,  the  EngliJJ:  made  as  large  a  Front  as  Calais. 
the  Enemy,  and  their  Flanks  were  defended 
by  a  Wood  and  a  River,  that  they  could  not 
be  furrounded.  In  fhort  the  Conftable  of 
France,D’  Albret, who  commanded  their  Army, 
being  confident  of  Victory  on  any  Ground 
whatever,  had  pitch’d  upon  fuch  a  Place  for 
the  Engagement,  as  theA/^/z/^Generals  them- 
felves  wou’d  have  chofen  if  the  Matter  had 
been  left  to  them. 

The  Conftable  drew  up  his  Army  in  three  The  Battel 
Lines  *,  the  firft  of  which  was  led  by  himfelf,  of  Aga*- 
the  Dukes  of  Orleans ,  Bourbon ,  and  feveral^^' 
other  great  Lords,  who  defir’d  to  be  polled 
in  the  Front  on  an  Aflurance  that  this  Body 
alone  was  abundantly  fufficient  to  render  them 
victorious ;  and  that  the  other  two  Lines  wou’d 
have  had  no  other  Bufinefs  in  the  Field  than 
to  be  Spectators  of  the  ACtion  •,  the  fecond 
Line  was  led  by  the  Dukes  of  Alenfon  and  Barr , 
the  Earls  of  Vaudemont,  Never s,  CL.  and  the 
third  by  the  Earls  of  Marie  and  Dampmartin. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  King  of  England 
drew  up  his  little  Army  in  two  Lines,  the  firft 
of  which  was  commanded  by  the  Duke  of 
York ,  aflifted  by  the  Lords  Willoughby  and 
Beaumont,  and  the  fecond  by  the  King  in  Per- 
fon,  who  obferving  a  Wood  on  his  left,  which 
the  Enemy  had  not  poflefs’d,  order’d  fouf 
hundred  Spears  to  lie  there  in  Ambufcade, 
and  fent  two  hundred  Archers  to  a  low  Mea¬ 
dow  on  his  left,  that  was  cover’d  with  Bufhes, 
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■d-D.  1415  where  they  lay  alfo  undifcover’d,  and  having 
YTTfT’  C^us  P°^ec^  himfeM  to  the  bed  Advantage,  he 
expe&ed  that  the  French  wou’d  have  attack’d 
him,  but  finding  they  did  not  move  forwards, 
and  that  there  was  a  NecefSty  for  him  to 
break  thorough  the  French  if  ever  he  hop'd  to 
reach  Calais ,  he  order’d  the  Archers  to  re¬ 
move  the  Stakes  that  were  planted  before  them 
to  keep  off  the  Horfe,  and  advance  towards 
the  Enemy,  which  they  did  ’till  they  came  fo 
near  that  their  Bows  wou’d  reach  them,  and 
then  having  plac’d  their  Stakes  or  Chevaux  de 
The  Eng-  frize,  behind  them,  they  fainted .the  French 
l^zFzd)  with  a  Shower  of  Arrows,  which  did  very 
t  e  ^,zr-7'great-  Execution  •,  whereupon  a  Body  of 
French  Horfe  was  detach’d  from  their  Army 
to  charge  the  Archers,  who  coming  on  with 
great  Fury,  the  F^vgliJJj  retir’d  behind  their 
Stakes,  and  the  Enemy’s  Horfe  falling  upon 
them,  were  kill’d  or  miferably  wounded ; 
the  Ground  alfo  being  a  Morafs,  into  which 
the  Horfes  funk  deep,  contributed  pretty 
much  to  their  Diforder.  The  firft  Line 
of  the  French  advancing  to  fupport  their  Van¬ 
guard,  were  not  only  attack’d  by  the  Englijh 
in  Front  but  on  both  Flanks,  by  the  Troops 
which  were  plac’d  in  Ambufcadeon  the  right 
and  left,  which  drove  them  into  the  Centre 
upon  one  another,  and  put  them  into  the  utmoft 
Confufion  •,  infomuch  that  the  Confbble  not 
being  able  to  rally  them,  they  took  to  their 
Heels  and  fled,  except  fome  few  who  remain’d 
about  their  General,  and  chofe  rather  to  die 
with  him  than  to  turn  their  Backs.  The  firft 
Line  of  the  French  being  thus  broke,  the 
Duke  of  Fork  march’d  to  attack  the  fecond  •, 
but  the  King  chufmg  to  engage  that  Body  in 
Perfon,  advanc’d  through  the  Intervals  of  his 
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difmount,  charg’d  the  Duke  of  Alenfon' s  - - 

Troops  on  foot,  in  which  his  perfonal  Cou- 
rage  as  well  as  Condndf  appear’d  very  extraor- 
dinary  ;  for  the  Duke  of  Alenfon  ’tis  faid  had 
given  Direftions  to  eighteen  of  the  braved 
Knights  in  his  Army  to  attack  only  the  King 
of  England ,  and  deftroy  him  if  it  was  poffi- 
ble :  Thefe  having  made  their  Way  to  that 
Part  of  the  Army  where  the  King  fought,  one 
of  them  fcruck  him  fuch  a  Blow  on  his  Helmet  2^e-^inS* 
that  it  almoft  ffunn’d  him  *,  but  he  defended  aDu 
himfelf  bravely  ’till  fome  Englijh  Knights 
came  to  his  Refcue,  and  cut  in  Pieces  every  one 
of  the  eighteen,  but  not  without  fome  Lofs 
and  Hazard  to  the  Kind’s  Pcrfon  ;  for  here  the 
brave  David  Gam  and  two  other  Weljh  Offi¬ 
cers,  obferving  theKing’sDanger,  threw  them- 
felves  between  his  Highnefs  and  the  Afifaffins, 
and  every  one  of  them  loft  their  Lives  in  Be¬ 
ing  their  Mailer’s  ;  after  which  the  Duke  of 
Alenfon  engag’d  the  King  hand  to  hand,  and 
with  his  Battel- Ax  cleft  the  Creft  of  his  Hel¬ 
met,  being  a  golden  Crown  but  the  King  after¬ 
wards  knock’d  down  the  Duke,  and  kill’d  two 
Knights  that  defended  him  ■,  he  wou’d  have  fav’d 
the  Duke  of  Alenfcnh  Life  ’tis  faid,  but  the  Fu¬ 
ry  of  the  Officers  about  him  was  fuch,  when 
they  faw  the  Danger  his  Highnefs  was  in,  that 
they  gave  no  Quarter.  And  now  Alenfon  being 
dead,  the  Body  he  commanded  foon  fell  into 
Confufion,  and  fo  diforder’d  and  terrify’d  the  Th eFrenck 
the  third  Line  in  their  Retreat,  that  they  did  defelt:ecl- 
not  fo  much  as  ftand  a  Charge  ;  whereupon 
great  Numbers  of  the  Enemy  were  kill’d  and 
taken  Prifbners.  The  Crouds  and  the  Con- 
fternation  was  fo  great  that  they  hinder’d  one 
another’s  Flight.  In  the  mean  while  News 
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was  brought  that  a  Body  of  the  Enemy  had 
fallen  upon  the  King’s  Camp,  and  plunder’d 
his  Baggage  •,  and  his  Highnefs  expecting  to 
be  attack’d  on  that  fide,  order’d  mod:  of  the 
Prifoners  to  be  kill’d  leaft  they  fhould  join  the 
Enemy,  which  made  this  Battel  exceeding 
bloody.  It  appear’d  afterwards  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  who  plunder’d  the  Camp  were  fome  Bur - 
gundians  who  fled  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Battel  ;  and  obferving  the  Camp  was  but 
flenderly  guarded,  fell  to  plundering  it,  while 
their  Friends  were  engag’d  with  the  Englijh. 
They  carried  off  the  King’s  Crown  and  his 
Sword,  fet  with  Diamonds,  with  many  other 
valuable  things  ;  but  underfhnding  the  King 
was  marching  to  attack  them,  they  retir’d 
out  of  his  reach. 

This  Battel  lafted  from  nine  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  till  five  in  the  Afternoon  *,  and  on  the  fide 
of  the  French  were  kill’d  the  Conftable  D’ Al~ 
bret  their  General  ;  the  Duke  of  Alenfon ,  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood  ;  the  Duke  of  Brabant  and 
the  Earl  of  Never s,  Brothers  to  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  •,  the  Earls  of  Vaudemont ,  Marie , 
and  many  other  Noblemen  and  Perfons  of 
Diftinbtion.  There  are  fome  Writers  who  re¬ 
late,  that  befides  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens  there 
were  kill’d  in  this  Adlion  three  Dukes,  fix 
Earls,  ninety  Barons,  fifteen  hundred  Knights, 
and  feven  thoufand  Efquires  and  Gentlemen, 
befides  ten  thoufand  common  Soldiers.  The 
Chief  of  the  Prifoners  were,  the  Dukes  of 
Orleans  and  Bourbon  •,  the  Earls  of  Eu ,  Ven- 
dofme,  Richmont ,  Etoutville ,  and  Marfhal 
Boucecaut.  And  on  the  fide  of  the  Englijh 
were  kill’d,  the  Duke  of  Fork ,  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk ,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  more. 
Some  indeed  relate  that  there  were  not  more 
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than  four  or  five  Knights,  and  thirty  or  forty  AD.  1415 
common  Soldiers  kill’d  on  the  fide  of  the  — ~~*' 

Englijh.  But  this  muft  be  a  Miftake,  the  En* 
gagement  appears  to  have  been  too  obftinate, 
and  of  too  long  a  Duration,  to  give  any  Credit 
to  fuch  a  Relation.  This  Fight  obtain’d  the 
Name  of  the  Battel  of  Agincourt ,  or  Azin- 
court ,  from  a  Cattle  in  the  County  of  St.  Paul , 
near  which  it  was  fought.  The  King  conti-  The  King 
nu’d  his  March  the  next  Day  towards  Calais ,  arrives  at 
where,  having  ftaid  till  the  middle  of  Novem -  Baku, 
her ,  he  embark’d  for  England ,  and  in  this 
fliort  Voyage  met  with  a  Storm,  in  which  he 
was  almoft  in  as  much  Danger  as  in  the  late 
Battel,  but  landed  however  fafely  at  Dover 
on  the  1 6th  of  November.  The  French  have 
very  little  Reafon  to  fay  that  the  Succefs  of 
the  Englijh  in  this  Enterprize  was  owing  to 
their  Divifions for  it  appears  that  the  Facti¬ 
ons  of  Burgundy  and  Orleans  were  united  to 
oppofe  King  Henry.  We  find  two  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy's  Brothers  kill’d  in  the 
Battel,  and  the  Duke’s  own  Troops  plunder¬ 
ing  the  King’s  Camp  •,  fo  that  his  Forces  were 
in  the  Engagement,  tho’  he  v/as  abfent  him- 
felf.  We  find  the  Duke  alfo,  after  that  Battel, 
challenging  the  King  to  a  fingle  Combat  for 
killing  his  Prifoners  in  cold  Blood.  To 
which  the  King  anfwer’d,  that  the  Duke’s 
Troops  were  the  Occafion  of  it,  who  had 
plunder’d  his  Camp,  and  gave  him  Reafon  to 
apprehend  he  fhould  be  attack’d  again. 

The  Dauphin  of  France  dying  the  24th  of  The  Dau- 
December ,  either  by  Poyfon  or,  as  others  fay,  Plim  dies 
out  of  Grief  for  the  Miferies  of  his  native 
Country,  John  his  Brother  became  Dauphin, 
who  was  altogether  govern’d  by  the  Earl  of 
Armagnac  the  prefent  Conftable,  who  had  got 
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the  King  into  his  Power,  and  poffefs’d  himfelf 
of  the  City  of  Paris.  He  was  a  mortal  Ene¬ 
my  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 

The  King  of  England ,  foon  after  his  Arri¬ 
val  at  London ,  order’d  a  Thankfgiving  for 
the  Succefs  of  the  Campaign,  and  commanded 
the  Obfequies  of  the  Duke  of  York  and  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk ,  who  fell  in  the  Battel  of  Agin- 
court ,  to  be  celebrated  with  all  imaginable 
Magnificence.  The  Duke  of  York  was  buried 
in  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Fotheringay  in 
North  a?nptonjhire ,  and  having  no  Iflue,  was 
fucceeded  in  Honour  and  Eltate  by  Richard 
his  Nephc-w,  Son  to  the  Earl  of  Cambridge , 
who  was  beheaded  for  the  Confpiracy  againft 
King  Henry  juft  before  he  embark’d  for 
France. 

Notwithftanding  the  Succefs  of  the  Englijh 
Arms  in  France ,  it  does  not  appear  that  King 
,  Henry  made  any  Preparations  to  continue  the 
War  the  following  Year, either  he  found  hisSub- 
jeds  backward  in  raifingthe  neceffary  Supplies, 
or  he  forefaw  he  might  play  a  furer  Game,  by 
joining  one  of  the  Fadions  in  that  Kingdom, 
of  which  there  were  now  no  lefs  than  three, 
and  each  of  them  courted  his  Afliftance  to 
fubdue  their  refpedive  Adverfaries,  not  at  all 
confidering  the  Milchiefs  they  were  like  to 
bring  upon  their  native  Country  by  introdu¬ 
cing  an  Englijh  Army  into  the  Kingdom, 
The  King  treated  with  all  the  three  Parties, 
but  at  laft  elpous’d  that  of  the  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy,  as  will  appear  hereafter. 

In  the  mean  time  Sigifmund  the  Emperor 
arriv’d  at  Paris  with  a  Train  of  eight  hundred 
Horfe,  declaring  he  came  to  mediate  a  Peace 
between  the  two  Crowns  ;  and  as  a  Step  to¬ 
wards  it,  propofed  a  Truce  to  Armagnac  the 
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Conftable,  which  he  refufing  to  hearken  to,  A.D.1^16 
the  Emperor  left  that  City  and  continu’d  his  “ 
Journey  to  Calais ,  whither  King  Henry  fent  ^ 
thirty  Ships  to  convoy  him  to  England  with  Comes  to 
all  his  Retinue,  and  he  arriv’d  at  Dover  the  England . 
29th  of  April  •,  a  little  before  which  John  the  Another 
Dauphin  of  France  died,  fufpedled  alfo  to  be  ^uphin 
poyfon’d.  After  whom  his  Brother  Charles ,  a  charle 
Youth  of  about  fourteen  Years  of  Age,  fuc-  fUCCeeds 
ceeded  to  the  Elonour  of  Dauphin,  and  was  him. 
guided  in  all  things  by  the  Earl  of  Armagnac 
the  Conftable,  who  continu’d  to  perfecute  the 
Adherents  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  with  the 
utmoft  Fury  at  Paris ,  which  was  one  great 
Inducement  to  his  throwing  himfelf  into  the 
Arms  of  the  Englijh ,  as  we  find  he  did  not 
long  afterwards. 

While  the  Emperor  was  endeavouring  to  jjarfiew 
accommodate  Matters  between  France  and  bdieg’d. 
England ,  the  Conftable  of  France  laid  Siege 
to  Harfleur ,  which  was  invefted  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  June.  This  put  an  entire  ftop  to  Alliance 
the  Negotiations  between  the  two  Kingdoms,  between 
and  occafion’d  an  Alliance  between  the  Em- 
peror  and  England  •,  whereby  the  Emperor 
ftipulated  to  aflift  King  Henry  in  the  Recovery 
of  the  -Kingdom  of  France ,  and  Henry  en¬ 
gag’d  to  oblige  the  French  King  to  do  the 
Emperor  Homage  for  certain  Provinces  that 
were  held  of  the  Empire,  by  which  are  fup- 
pos’d  to  be  intended  the  Kingdom  of  Arles 
and  Dauphine. 

In  the  mean  time  Harfleur  was  bravely  de¬ 
fended  by  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  the  Governor 
tho*  the  Harbour  was  block’d  up  by  a  great 
Fleet,  confifting  of  Genoese,  Spaniards ,  and 
feveral  other  Nations,  as  well  as  French ,  and 
could  receive  no  Supplies  or  Reinforcements 
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A.D-  1 41 6  from  Sea.  Whereupon  King  Henry  afiembled 
'  the  Royal  Navy,  determining  to  attempt  the 
Relief  of  Harfleur  in  Perfon,  but  was  dif- 
fuaded  from  it  by  the  Emperor,  and  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Fleet  was  given  to  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  the  King’s  Brother,  who  attack’d  the 
French  and  their  Confederates  before  the  Har- 
The  Siege  bour  cf  Harfleur  the  latter  end  of  July ,  and 
xnHarflenr  funj,  and  deftroy’d  moil:  of  their  Ships,  and 
afterwards  threw  Relief  into  the  Town;  where¬ 
upon  the  Conftable  thought  fit  to  raife  the 
Siege  and  return  to  Paris. 

The  Emperor  having  taken  leave  of  the 
Court  of  England  in  Augufl ,  went  over  to 
Calais ,  whither  he  was  follow’d  about  a  Month 
afterwards  by  the  King  of  England  ;  and  hi¬ 
ther  alfo  came  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  proba¬ 
bly  to  concert  Meafures  with  the  King  and 
the  Emperor  for  the  next  Campaign  ;  for  it 
appears  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  at  this 
time  enter’d  into  an  Alliance  with  the  King  of 
England ,  whereby  the  Duke  promifes  toaflift 
Henry  in  the  Recovery  of  France ,  and  to  do 
andKin^  him  Homage  for  the  Territories  he  held  of 
0  that  Crown  and  this  Treaty  was  allb  fign’d 
by  the  Earl  of  Charelois ,  Son  to  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy.  The  King  having  thus  ftrength- 
ned  himfelf  by  Alliances  with  the  Emperor 
and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  return’d  to  Eng¬ 
land  and  afiembled  the  Parliament,  in  order 
to  procure  Supplies  againfl:  the  next  Cam¬ 
paign,  when  he  propos’d  to  make  another 
Defcent  in  France. 

A  Parliament  had  been  held  in  March  this 
Year  ;  but  the  Commons  granting  the  King 
no  Supplies  then,  this  was  probably  one  Rea- 
fon  why  no  Attempts  were  made  for  the  Re¬ 
covery  of  the  Englijh  Provinces  in  France  in 
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the  Year  1416.  At  the  Parliament  holden  A.D.1^16 
the  19th  of  Oftober,  after  the  King’s  Return  '  &  ^ 

from  Calais ,  the  Bifhop  of  IVinchefier ,  Lord 
Chancellor,  by  the  King’s  Direction,  ac-  Proceed- 
quainted  the  Houfes  that  great  Endeavours  j^gs  in  the 
had  been  made  to  obtain  an  honourable  Peace 
with  France ,  but  all  reafonable  Terms  were  £ngiand, 
rejected  i  and  that  his  Highnefs  defir’d  the 
Advice  of  the  Parliament  on  the  prefent  Po- 
fture  of  Affairs.  Whereupon  the  Commons 
granted  two  Tenths  and  two  Fifteenths  to  be 
levy’d  on  the  Laity  ■,  and  ’tis  prefum’d  the  ingClaufe. 
Clergy,  who  were  fall  Friends  to  this  Prince, 
gave  ftill  greater  Aids  in  Proportion,  as  they 
ufually  did  in  all  Reigns.  The  Commons 
alfo  added  a  borrowing  Claufe  to  their  Bill  of 
Supply,  declaring  that  whoever  advanc’d 
Money  for  the  King’s  Ufe  fhould  be  repaid 
out  of  the  firft  Money  rais’d  on  the  Subfidies 
they  had  given  ;  after  which  the  Alliance 
made  with  the  Emperor  was  confirm’d  by 
Parliament, 

Altho’  it  appears  that  the  Supplies  granted  The  King 
by  this  Parliament  were  very  confiderable,  Pawnshl^ 
yet  the  King  refolving  to  pufh  his  Conquefts  jer°^a 
in  France  with  the  utmoft  Vigour,  pawn’d 
even  his  Crown  to  his  Uncle  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchejler ,  and  his  Jewels  to  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  ,  for  ten  thou  find  Marks.  He  enter’d  in¬ 
to  privateContradfs  alfo  with  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry  to  furnifh  him  with  a  certain  Number 
of  Troops  by  the  Year,  to  whom  he  paid  the 
firft  Quarters  Wages  down,  and  pawn’d  his 
Jewels  to  them  for  the  remainder,  which  fav’d 
him  a  pretty  deal  of  ready  Money  towards  his 
prefent  Enterprize.  But  as  for  my  Friend 
Rapin' s  Remark,  that  the  Reafon  the  People  fo 
readily  lent  this  King  Money  was,  the  Opinion 
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they  had  of  his  Honefty ,  and  that  they  would  not 
fo  readily  have  trufted  another  Prince ,  there 
Teems  to  be  very  little  in  it,  becaufe  the  Par¬ 
liament  had  engag’d  to  Tee  the  Lenders  paid 
out  of  the  firft  Money  that  was  rais’d  by  the 
Supplies  they  had  given.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  the  King  took  all  imaginable  ways  to  heap 
up  Money  for  the  great  Enterprize  he  was  en¬ 
gag’d  in,  he  appear’d  extremely  liberal  to 
his  Officers  who  had  behav’d  well,  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  who  had  fo  bravely 
defended  Harfleur  •,  for  having  created  him 
Duke  of  Exeter  in  this  Parliament,  he  granted 
him  an  annual  Penfion  of  a  thoufand  Pounds 
out  of  the  Exchequer ,  and  forty  Pounds  per 
Annum  more  out  of  the  Cuftoms  of  Exeter , 
which  the  two  Houfes  highly  approv’d  of. 

It  was  late  in  the  following  Summer,  (viz.) 
the  28  th  of  July,  before  the  King  embark’d 
for  France,  his  Fleet  confifting  of  fifteen 
hundred  Sail,  fmall  and  great,  and  his  Land 
Forces  amounted  to  five  and  twenty  thoufand 
Men  and  upwards,  with  which  he  landed  at 
Harfleur  the  firft  of  Auguft,  foon  after  he 
laid  Siege  to  the  Caftle  of  Fonque,  and  be¬ 
came  Mafter  of  it  the  ninth  Inftant,  and  ha¬ 
ving  taken  in  feveral  other  Places,  befieg’d 
the  rich  and  populous  Town  of  Caen,  which 
refilling  to  Surrender  upon  Summons,  was 
taken  by  Storm  the  ninth  of  September.  The 
King  however  did  all  that  lay  in  his  Power 
to  prevent  the  Slaughter  of  the  Inhabitants, 
looking  upon  them  as  his  Subjedts ;  he  iffu’d 
his  Declarations  alfo,  affuring  the  People, 
that  if  they  fubmitted,  he  would  take  them 
and  their  Effects  into  his  Protection,  which 
induc’d  feveral  Places  to  furrender  without 
being  attack’d,  for  the  Government  of  France 
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was  not  in  a  Condition  to  defend  their  Sub- 
jedts  againft  the  Englifh  at  this  Time.  The  '  „ 

Duke  of  Burgundy  had  march’d  up  to  the 
Gates  of  Paris,  when  Henry  enter’d  upon  The  Duke 
this  Expedition,  and  it  was  as  much  as  the  of  Burgun- 
Conftable  could  do  to  maintain  that  City  ^  ™^ches 
againft  him,  efpecially  now  Ifabella  Queen  of  j>ar{s% 
France  had  affum’d  the  Regency,  and  adled 
in  concert  with  the  Duke  againft  the  Armag- 
nacs.  For  the  Queen  having  oppos’d  the 
Conftable’s  Meafures,  while  fhe  remain’d  in 
Paris ,  he  had,  with  the  Concurrence  of  the 
Dauphin  her  Son,  banifh’d  her  to  Fours , 
where  fhe  remain’d  a  Prifoner,  till  fhe  was  Refcuesthe 
refcu’d  from  her  Confinement  by  the  Duke  of  Queen, 
Burgundy ,  whom  fhe  join’d  when  fhe  was  at 
Liberty,  and  affum’d  the  Regency,  adding  Regency, 
with  all  imaginable  Violence  againft  her  Son 
the  Dauphin,  and  the  Conftable,  who  had 
banifh’d  her  and  feiz’d  her  Jewels. 

King  Henry  finding  all  the  Power  of  France 
engag’d,  either  on  the  fide  of  the  Queen  and 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  or  of  the  Conftable 
and  Dauphin,  determin’d  to  take  Advantage 
of  their  Divifions,  and  make  a  Winter  Cam¬ 
paign  of  it.  Accordingly  he  went  on  taking  Falaife and 
Towns  without  Interruption,  Bayeux ,  Ar-  other  Pla- 
gentan ,  Chateau  de  Id  Angle,  Alenfon ,  and  £es 
many  other  Places  furrender’d  to  him  •,  and  ^  * 

fitting  down  before  the  important  Town  of 
Falaife  the  firft  of  Dece?nber,  he  became 
Matter  of  it  the  twentieth,  tho’  the  Caftle 
held  out  till  February. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Bedford  the  Proceed- 
King’s  Brother,  Regent  of  England ,  having  ings  in  the 
aflembled  a  Parliament  on  the  1 6th  of  No-  ariament 
member,  and  laid  before  them  the  State  of  the 
War,  the  Commons  granted  a  Tenth  and  a  Supply 
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A.D.  1417  Fifteenth.  And  Sir  John  Oldcaftle ,  who  had 
“ — lately  oeen  apprehended  in  Wales, was  brought 
t_/V>0  ^e^ore  t^ie  Parliament,  where  his  Outlawry 
Sir  John  for  High-Treafon,  and  his  Excommunication 
Oldcaftle  as  an  Heretick  were  read  :  To  which,  ’tis 
burnt,  faid,  Sir  y0]m  offering  nothing  by  way  of 

Excufe  or  Mitigation  of  his  Offence,  was  ad¬ 
judg’d  to  be  drawn  from  the  Tower  to  the 
New  Gallows  at  St.  Giles’s ,  and  there  hang’d 
as  a  Tray  tor,  and  burnt  as  an  Heretick  •,  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  hung  up  by 
the  Middle  in  an  Iron  Chain  and  burnt  alive, 
as  fome  Writers  have  afferted.  The  Treafon 
he  was  charg’d  with  in  the  Indictment,  was 
his  affembling  with  others  at  St.  Giles’ s,  with 
an  Intent  to  kill  the  King,  &c.  And  a  Mo¬ 
tion,  it  feems,  was  made  in  Parliament,  that 
the  Lord  Powis  might  receive  the  Thanks  of 
the  Houfes,  and  be  rewarded  for  his  great 
Service  in  apprehending  Sir  John  Oldcaftle , 
purfuant  to  the  Proclamation  that  had  been 
iffu’d,  offering  a  Reward  of  a  thouland  Pound 
to  any  Perfon  that  fhould  take  him. 

^.D.1418  But  to  return  to  the  War  in  Normandy , 

- - -  the  Caftle  of  Palais  being  furrender’d,  King 

5  JJenry  divided  his  Army  into  feveral  Bodies, 

which  were  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  the  Duke  of 
Exeter ,  and  the  Earl  of  Salijbury ,  who  foon 
Moftof  reduc’d  all  the  Towns  in  that  Province,  ex- 
Normandy  cept  Cherburgh  and  Rouen ,  the  firft  of  which 
fubdu’d.  the  Englijh  inverted  the  latter  end  of  May. 

During  this  Siege  Pope  Martin  V.  (who  was 
elected  by  the  Council  of  Conftance ,  after  the 
depofing  the  three  Popes  who  were  at  once 
Competitors  for  the  Chair)  fent  two  Legates 
into  France ,  to  endeavour  to  reconcile  the  two 
Fadions,  and  it  was  once  agreed,  that  the 
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Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  Dauphin  ihould  A.D.  1418 
jointly  govern  the  Kingdom,  during  the  In-  * 

difpofition  of  the  King  ;  but  the  Conftable 
Armagnac  found  means  to  break  off  the  Trea¬ 
ty,  being  refolv’d  never  to  fubmit  to  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy's  Adminiftration.  This 
made  the  Conftable  hated  by  the  People,  and 
mightily  encreas’d  the  Burgundian  Intereft-, 
infomuch  that  the  Parifians  admitted  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy's  Troops  into  that  City, 
and  the  Conftable,  and  feveral  Thoufand  of  The  Con- 
that  Party  were  maflacred,  the  Dauphin  be-  ftablekiird 
ing  compell’d  to  fly  from  thence.  Where¬ 
upon  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  Queen  The  Duke 
return’d  in  Triumph  to  Paris ,  and  having  of  Burgun- 
the  King  in  their  Power,  took  upon  them  the  Queen  ^ 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government.  And  come  to 
now  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  ’tis  faid,  defert-  Paris. 
ed  King  Henry's  Intereft,  and  became  his 
Enemy,  at  leaft  in  Appearance,  for  had  the 
Parifians  fufpebted  him  to  be  in  the  Intereft 
of  England ,  they  would  never  have  contri¬ 
buted  to  place  him  at  the  Head  of  Affairs. 

But  however  that  was,  the  young  Earl  of 
Armagnac ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Gafcon  Lords, 
having  now  no  fhare  in  the  Adminiftration, 
concluded  a  Truce  with  King  Henry,  which 
gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  drawing  all  his 
Forces  into  Normandy ,  where  he  made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  Cberburg ,  the  latter  end  of  Cberburg 
Augufty  and  inverted  Rouen ,  the  Capital  oftakcn- 
the  Province,  immediately  afterwards. 

This  Place  being  ftrongly  fortify’d,  and  Rouen  bo- 
defended  by  a  numerous  Garrifon,  befides  the  fieS’d- 
Inhabitants,  who  could  of  themfelves  form  a 
confiderable  Army,  the  King  chofe  to  reduce 
it  by  Famine.  Whereupon  he  block’d  up 
the  Mouth  of  the  Seine  with  his  Fleet,  and 
Vo  t,  XVIII.  threw 
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8  threw  up  Lines  of  Circumvallation  and  Con- 
travallation,  which  he  fortified  with  Re¬ 
doubts,  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  any  Supplies 
could  be  thrown  into  the  Town.  This  foon 
occafioning  a  Scarcity  of  Provifions,  twenty 
thoufand  ufelefs  Mouths  were  turn’d  out, 
confiding  chiefly  of  Old  Men,  Women,  and 
Children  •,  thefe  the  Englijh  drove  back  again 
to  the  Walls,  where  many  of  them  perifh’d, 
and  the  Famine  encreas’d  to  that  degree  in 
the  Town,  that  no  lefs  than  fifty  thoufand 
perifh’d  there. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  receiving  Advice 
of  their  Diflrefs,  march’d  towards  Rouen 
with  a  confiderable  Army,  and  made  feveral 
Motions,  as  if  he  defign’d  to  attack  the  Eng- 
lijh  Camp,  and  attempt  the  Relief  of  the 
City,  but  retir’d  at  length  without  effecting 
any  thing. 

During  this  Siege,  the  Dauphin,  who  had 
taken  upon  him  the  Title  of  Regent  fince 
the  Death  of  Armagnac  the  Condable,  being 
much  too  weak  for  his  Adverfary  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy ,  applied  hi  mfelf  to  King  Henry, 
and  offer’d  to  enter  into  a  Treaty  with  him, 
concerning  Henry’s  Pretenflons  to  the  King¬ 
dom  of  France ,  but  it  came  to  nothing  •,  in- 
afmuch  as  the  Dauphin  was  not  then  in  a 
Condition  to  fulfil  the  Terms  that  fhould  be 
agreed  on.  King  Charles  and  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  afterwards  enter’d  into  a  Treaty 
with  Henry  on  the  fame  Subject,  in  hopes  by 
their  large  Offers  to  have  prevail’d  on  him  to 
have  rais’d  the  Siege  of  Rouen ,  but  Henry 
would  not  be  diverted  from  his  Defign  of  be¬ 
coming  Mafter  of  that  Capital.  According¬ 
ly  having  lain  before  it  till  the  Inhabitants 
had  confum’d  their  Dogs  and  Horfes,  and 
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even  the  Vermin  of  the  Place,  for  want  of  A.TX.  1419 
other  Food,  they  offer’d  to  Capitulate  011  the 
13th  of  January,  but  infilling  on  feveral  ad- 
vantagious  Conditions,  they  were  told  that 
no  other  Terms  would  be  allow’d  them  now 
they  had  held  out  to  the  laft  Extremity,  than 
that  of  furrendering  to  the  King’s  Mercy, 
which  drove  them  almoft  to  Defpair.  How¬ 
ever  upon  a  fecond  Conference,  the  King  did 
agree,  that  if  the  Citizens  would  advance  the 
Sum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  Gold  Crowns, 
they  fhould  remain  in  the  Poffeftion  of  their 
Eftates  and  Effects,  and  enjoy  all  the  Pri¬ 
vileges  their  Anceftors  ever  enjoy’d  under  the 
Kings  of  England  or  Dukes  of  Normandy, 
before  the  Reign  of  Philip  de  Valois ;  where¬ 
upon  the  Town  was  furrender’d  on  the  19th  Rouen  fur- 
of  January ,  having  been  in  the  Hands  of  renders, 
the  French  two  hundred  and  fifteen  Years. 

The  next  Day  King  Henry  made  his  Trium¬ 
phant  Entry  into  that  City,  and  tho’  feveral 
of  the  Garrifon  were  left  to  his  Mercy  by  the 
Articles  of  Surrender,  only  Alain  Blanc  hart , 
a  notorious  Incendiary  was  executed.  The 
King  kept  his  Court  for  fometime  at  Rouen , 
wearing  the  Ducal  Robes  of  Normandy  ■,  and 
here  he  fix’d  his  Court  of  Exchequer ,  Mint, 
and  Chamber  of  Accounts  for  the  Province. 

And  now  Picardy  lying  open  to  the  Incurfions 
of  the  Englijh ,  the  Duke  of  Exeter  being  de¬ 
tach’d  thither,  made  himfelf  Mailer  of  Mon- 
trevil ,  and  feveral  other  Towns  in  that  Pro¬ 
vince. 

Whatever  might  be  the  Duke  of  Burgun¬ 
dy s  Intentions  hitherto,  when  he  faw  the 
King  of  England  Mafter  of  almoft  all  North 
France,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  fubduing  the  reft, 
he  tiro  ugh  t  it  high  time  to  unite  with  the 

0^2  Dauphin, 
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'^£>.1419  Dauphin,  and  prevent  the  entire  Conquefl:  of 
the  Kingdom,  from  which  he  could  propofe 
to  reaP  no  Advantage.  employ’d  his 

Agents  therefore  to  propofe  a  Treaty  with 
the  Dauphin,  but  that  Prince  had  entertain’d 
fuch  an  Averfion  to  the  Duke,  that  he  vTould 
hearken  to  no  Terms  of  Accommodation. 
A  Treaty  Whereupon  the  Duke,  in  order  to  let  him 
the'Duk»  un<^erftand  his  own  Intereft,  enter’d  into  a 
of  Burgun-  perlonal  Treaty  with  King  Henry ,  at  which 
dy  and  the  Queen  of  France  and  her  beautiful  Daugh- 
K.  Hemy  ter  were  prelent.  The  Match  between  the 
nothing0  King  of  England  and  that  Princefs,  being  one 
b  of  the  principal  Preliminary  Articles,  the 
King,  it  feems,  was  captivated  with  the 
Lady’s  Beauty  at  firil  Sight,  of  which  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  Queen  propos’d 
to  make  great  Advantages,  till  the  King 
gave  them  to  underhand,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  regard  he  had  for  the  Princefs  Ka¬ 
therine. ,  he  would  abate  nothing  of  his  Pre- 
tenfions.  .The  Duke  on  the  contrary,  who 
had  fet  this  Treaty  on  Foot,  chiefly  to  draw 
the  Dauphin  into  his  Meafures,  and  never 
defign’d  to  bring  it  to  any  Concluflon,  if  the 
Dauphin  would  unite  his  Forces  with  him  a- 
gainft  the  Englijh ,  having  fuflkiently  alarm’d 
A  Treaty  that  Prince  by  this  Stratagem,  a  Peace  was 
concluded  concluded  privately  between  the  Duke  and 
^if'Dau  -^auP^n’  and  thereupon  the  Conferences 
~hin  and  with  the  Englijh  were  broke  off  a  little  abrupt- 

theDukeo  . 

Burgunay.  King  Henry  finding  that  he  had  been  over- 
'  reach’d,  and  that  now  he  had  the  Forces  of 
the  whole  Kingdom  of  France  to  contend 
with,  refolv’d  to  make  his  Enemies  fenfible 
of  his  Renfentment,  and  to  enlarge  his  Con- 
quefts  before  they  had  concerted  Meafures  for 
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their  Defence.  Accordingly  he  detach’d  ^..D.1419 

three  thoufand  Men  to  Pontoife  in  the  Night  - - * 

time,  who  fcal’d  the  Town  and  took  it  by 
Surprize,  and  in  it  a  very  great  Booty,  the 
French  Court  having  refided  there  during  the  taken, 
late  Treaty,  and  their  Baggage  not  remov’d 
from  thence  before  the  Town  was  taken. 

As  Ponton  lies  but  18  or  20  Miles  to  the 
Southward  of  Paris ,  the  taking  of  it  open’d 
the  Englijh  a  Way  to  the  very  Gates  of  that 
City  ;  whereupon  the  King  and  Queen  of 
France ,  with  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  thought 
fit  to  remove  from  thence,  and  retire  to  Troyes 
in  Cbampaigne  ;  and  a  very  little  while  after, 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  appear’d  before  Paris 
with  a  great  Detachment  of  the  Englijh  Ar¬ 
my,  and  put  the  whole  Country  round  about 
under  Contribution.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Dauphin,  who  could  not  fee  with  Patience, 
the  Influence  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  had  in 
the  Court  of  France ,  invited  him  to  a  Con¬ 
ference  on  the  Bridge  of  Monterau ,  where  he 
caus’d  him  to  be  aflaffinated.  ’Tis  laid  the  The  Duke 
Dauphin  had  feveral  of  the  Servants  of  the  of  Burgun- 
late  Duke  of  Orleans  in  his  Retinue  at  this  ^murder’d 
time,  and  that  it  was  one  of  thefe  who  firfl:  Dauphin 
ftruck  The  Duke  over  the  Face  with  a  Battel- 
Ax.  However,  certain  it  is,  he  was  bafely 
and  treacheroufly  murder’d  here,  and  the  more 
unpitied,  as  he  had  caus’d  the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  to  be  afiaffinated  in  the  Streets  of  Paris 
twelve  Years  before. 

The  Queen  however  and  the  young  Duke 
of  Burgundy  were  fo  incens’d  at  this  Murder, 
that  they  immediately  refolv’d  to  enter  into 
an  Alliance  with  the  King  of  England  againft 
the  Dauphin,  and  to  grant  him  any  Terms 
he  fhould  demand,  in  order  to  gratify  their 

Revenge, 
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A.D.UfU)  Revenge,  and  indeed  the  Queen  ore 

~  fufficiently  provok’d  by  her  Son  t.  :  _  -s, 

w^°  ^ad  not:  on^  con^entec^ 

^  jYient  from  Pans^  by  the  late  Co  dtaoltr  1 
feiz’d  her  Jewels,  bat  even  charg’d  her  wun 
Incontinency. 

/\  Treaty  The  Prehminary  Articles  agreed  on  be- 
concluded  tween  Henry  on  one  fide,  and  the  Queen  and 
between  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  on  the  other,  were  in 
France  and  Sut,fPance  as  follows.  That  the  King  of  Eng- 
Lng  an  .  fhould  marry  the  Princefs  Katherine ; 

That  King  Charles  and  Queen  Ifabella  lhould 
enjoy  their  Revenues  and  Titles  for  Lite ; 
That  King  Henry  fhould  fucceed  to  the 
Crown  after  the  Death  of  King  Charles ,  and 
during  his  Life  be  Regent  of  the  Kingdom  : 
That  the  Nation  fhould  take  an  Oath  to 
King  Henry  as  Regent,  and  to  the  Succef- 
fion  of  him  and  his  Heirs,  after  Charles's 
Death. 

Henry  on  the  other  hand  ftipulated,  That 
one  of  his  Brothers  fhould  marry  a  Daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy's ;  That  he  would 
endeavour  to  bring  the  Dauphin,  and  the  reft 
of  the  Murderers  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  to  Juftice,  and  if  any  of  them  were 
made  Prifoners,  they  fhould  not  be  releas’d 
without  the  Duke’s  Confent ;  and  that  the 
King  fhould  affign  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of 
Burgundy  twenty  thoufand  Livres,  per  Ann . 
out  of  Lands  in  France.  This  Preliminary 
1420  Treaty  was  fign’d  in  January ,  1420,  and  a 
— A— d.  Truce  was  made  till  all  other  Matters  fhould 
A.7&2H.S  be  adjufted,  and  the  Articles  drawn  up  in 
Form,  which,  it  feems,  took  up  above  three 
Months,  the  Treaty  at  large  not  being  fign’d 
till  the  2 1  ft  of  May,  and  was  call’d  the  Treaty 
of  TrojF,  from  the  Town  where  it  was  nego¬ 
tiated. 
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dated.  The  fame  Day  the  King  efpous’d  the  A.D.\\zo 
Princefs  Katherine ,  and  the  Marriage  was 
confummated  on  the  2d  of  June . 

In  the  Treaty  at  large,  it  is  agreed  that  K.  Hairy 
Queen  Katherine  fhould  have  for  her  Dowry,  marries  the 
a  Revenue  of  forty  thoufand  Crowns  per  Ann. 
as  former  Queens  of  England  ufually  had ; 

And  that  if  fhe  furviv’d  the  King,  fhe  fhould 
alfo  have  twenty  thoufand  Livres  per  Ann. 
more,  out  of  the  Crown  Lands  in  France. 

That  the  Jurifdidtion  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  fhould  be  preferv’d,  as  alfo  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  the  Nobility,  Corporations, 
and  of  all  other  Subjefts  of  France.  That 
Juftice  fhould  be  adminifter’d  according  to 
the  Laws  and  Cnftoms  of  France ,  and  all 
Pofts  Civil  and  Military  fill’d  with  Perfons 
duely  qualify’d. 

That  upon  the  King  of  England's,  coming 
to  the  Crown  of  France ,  Normandy ,  and  all 
his  other  Conquefts,  fhould  be  united  to  that 
Crown. 

That  all  publiok  Adis  fhould  run  in  King 
Charles’s  Name  while  he  liv’d,  and  that  the 
King  of  England  fhould  not  afifume  his  Titles 
during  his  Life. 

That  when  Henry  fhould  fucceed  to  the 
Crown  of  France ,  the  two  Kingdoms  of 

France  and  England,  fhould  be  united  under 
one  Prince,  but  govern’d  by  their  refpediive 
;  Laws. 

The  reft  of  the  Articles  tend  only  to  ex- 
r  .plain  and  enforce  thofe  in  the  Preliminaries 
already  mentioned. 

Thefe  Treaties  being  finifh’d,  the  King  War 
.  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  carried  on  the  carried  on 
War  againft  the  Dauphin,  who  was  ftill  pof-  againft  the 
f  fefs’d  of  feveral  large  Provinces,  and  reforted  Daup  1P 

to 
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J.D.  1420  to  by  great  Numbers  of  the  Nobility  :  The 
~4  -k?-H  P°Pe  a^°  favour’d  his  Caufe,  as  did  the 
Kings  of  Cafiile  and  Arragon,  who  not  only 
The  Sfa-  fent  their  own  Troops  to  his  Afliftance,  but 
wards  and  tranfported  feveral  thoufands  of  Scots  into 
the  Daa^  ^ rance->  who  contributed  more  to  the  Support 
phin.  cf  the  Dauphin  by  the  Troops  they  fent  him 
and  the  Diverfion  they  made  in  the  North  of 
Edgland  than  any  other  Power. 

Klandthe"  The  fiTt  Place  the  King  and  Duke  laid 
I) uke  of  Siege  to  was  Sens,  which  furrender’d  within 
Burgundy  ten  Day  S',  then  they  invefted  Mont  ere  au ,  which 
take feve-  held  out  but  a  little  while  ;  here  the  late 
rai Towns.  j)uhe’s  Body  being  found,  was  fent  to  Dijon 
the  Capital  of  Burgundy  to  be  interr’d,  after 
which  the  Army  invefted  Meulan  on  the  Sein, 
which  held  out  to  the  Middle  of  November, 
enduring  a  Siege  of  four  Months  i  the  young 
The  King  King  ot  Scots  being  in  the  Englijh  Army  at 
°uh-e*hi<r  t^’s  Siege,  an<^  underftanding  that  the  Garrifon 
Subjefts^to  was  compos’d  partly  of  his  Subjedts,  requir’d 
abandon  them  to  abandon  the  Place  and  ferve  under 
die  French  him  ;  but  they  anlwer’d  they  would  not  ac- 
Service.  knowledge  him  for  their  King  while  he  was  in 
the  Power  of  another,  which  occafion’d  the 
hanging  up  twenty  of  that  Nation  after  the 
Town  was  taken. 

The  Siege  of  Meulan  being  over,  the  two 
Kings  enter’d  Paris  in  a  triumphant  Manner, 
Henry  giving  his  Father  in  Law  the  Right 
Hand.  The  States  General  of  the  Kingdom 
aflembled  there  on  the  fixth  of  December  in 
thePrefence  of  both  Kings,  when  King  Charles 
acquainted  them  he  had  made  a  Peace  with 
England ,  which  he  was  affur’d  wou’d  be  of 
great  Advantage  to  France ,  defiring  they 
wou’d  ratify  it  by  their  Authoity,  and  accor¬ 
dingly 
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dingly  the  Treaty  of  Froye  was  confirm’d  A.D.ultP 
without  one  difienting  Voice  by  the  States.  ~ 

It  was  alfo  enacted,  that  the  wholeKingdom 
fhou’d  take  the  Oaths  to  King  Henry  requir’d  TheTrea- 
by  the  Treaty.  of  Troye  ra~ 

Soon  after  the  Dauphin  was  fummon’d  be- 
fore  the  Court  of  Peers  to  anfwer  for  the  Mur-  ^France 
der  of  the  late  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  and  not  TheDaii- 
appearing  at  the  Marble-Table,  was  adjudg’d  phinand 
guilty  of  that  Murder,  declar’d  unworthy  to  Vur- 
Tucceedto  the  Crown,  andbanifh’a  the  Realm  thTljuke 
for  ever  •,  from  which  Sentence,  ’tis  find,  the  of  Burgim- 
Dauphin  appealing  to  God  and  his  Sword,  ^convi&ed 
Hill  affum’d  the  Title  of  Regent,  and  requir’d 
both  the  Parliament  and  Univerfity  of  Paris 
to  remove  to  Poidliers ,  whither  he  was  fol¬ 
low’d  by  feveral  of  the  Members  of  thofe 
Bodies. 

The  King  of  England  having  appointed  his  A.D.  1421 

Brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence  his  Lieutenant  - 

in  his  Abfence,  and  conftituted  the  Duke  of 
Exeter  Governor  of  Paris ,  let  out  for  England 
with  his  Queen,  and  arriving  there  about  the 
Middle  of  February ,  the  Queen  was  crown’d  Queenka- 
in  JVejlminfter-Abby  the  24th  of  the  fame  therine 
Month  ;  after  whiclrthe  King  and  Queen  went  Crovvn(f 
down  to  T'ork ,  and  vifited  feveral  other  Parts 
of  England ,  returning  to  London  a  little  be¬ 
fore  the  aflembling  of  the  Parliament,  which 
was  appointed  to  meet  on  the  2d  of  May.  In 
the  mean  timeAdvice  was  brought  from France, 
that  the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  the  King’s  Brother,  Duke  of 
was  kill’d  in  aRencounter  with  the<SV<?/r,who  had  CJad-Fe 
lately  been  fent  over  to  France  to  the  Afilftance  th eksn  in 
of  the  Dauphin.  The  Duke,  whom  the  King  the  Dau- 
had  left  his  Lieutenant  in  France ,  had  afifem-  phin’s  Ser- 
bled  a  Body  of  ten  thoufand  Men,  with  which  vice' 
he  propos’d  to  have  reduc’d  the  Province  of 
1  Voc,- XVIII.  R  Anjou, 
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A.D.ulz\  Anjou  \  and  receiving  Intelligence  in  his  March 
thither,  that  the  Earl  of  Buchan  was  fent  to- 

A.sticlL^  Opp0fe  hjm  with  feven  thoufand  Scots ,  and 

that  the  Earl’s  Vanguard  was  feparated  a  great 
way  from  the  Body  he  commanded,  immedi¬ 
ately  march’d  at  the  Head  of  hk  Cavalry  to 
intercept  them,  leaving  the  Foot  under  the 
Command  of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  to  follow 
him:  but  it  fee  ms  he  was  deceiv’d  in  his  Intel¬ 
ligence,  for  he  had  no  fooner  engag’d  the 
hrl!  Troops  of  the  Scots,  but  the  Earl  of  Bu¬ 
chan  appear’d  to  fupport  them,  and  furround¬ 
ing  the  Englijh,  kill’d  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
with  feveral  other  Officers  of  Difti-n&ion,  and 
made  a  great  many  more  Prifoners.  The  Earl 
of  Salisbury  however  coming  up  juft  after  the 
Abtion  was  aver,  refcu’d  the  Body  of  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Enemy,  and  oblig’d  them  to  retire. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  give  fome 
Account  how  the  Scots  came  to  fend  Troops 
to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Dauphin,  when  they 
had  continu’d  quiet  fo  long  •,  to  which  I  find 
it  anfwer’d,  that  the  Reafon  the  Scots  did  not' 
join  the  French  fooner,  was  becaufe  there  was  a 
goodL  nderftanding  between  the  Duke  of  Alba¬ 
ny ,  Regent  of  Scotland,  and  King  Henry  •,  that  the 
Regent  incoBfideration  that  King  Henry  l hou’d 
not  permit  the  youngKingto  return  to  Scotland 
and  deprive  him  of  the  Regency,  had  engag’d- 
that  the  Scots  fhou’d  not  make  any  Diverfi- 
on  as  ufuai  while  the  King  of  England  was 
engag’d  in  the  French  War:  But  that  the  Dau¬ 
phin  fending  over  the  Duke  of  Vendofme  to 
Scotland  in  the  Year  1419,  when  his  Affairs 
began  to  grow  defperate,  and  making  the 
Scotijh  Nobility  large  Offers  if  they  wou’d’ 

raife 
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raife  a  Body  of  Troops  and  join  his  Party  in  A.D.  142* 
France  \  either  the  Regent  had  not  Intereft 
enough  to  prevent  it,  or  he  was  induc’d  to 
connive  at  this  Levy  by  the  advantagious 
Terms  that  were  propos’d  to  him  :  And 
thereupon  Henry  enter’d  into  a  Treaty  with  a  Treaty 
the  young  King"  of  Scots,  and  agreed  to  give  en 
him  his  Liberty,  and  the  Lady  Anne,  Daugh- 
ter  of  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  in  King  of 
Marriage,  on  Condition  he  fhou’d  recall  his  Scots. 
People  out  of  the  Dauphin’s  Service  ;  which 
we  find  he  afterwards  did,  when  he  attended 
King  Henry  to  France  ;  but  his  Subjects  did 
not  think  fit  to  obey  him  ;  for  the  Earl  of 
Buchan  having  given  new  Life  to  the  Dau¬ 
phin’s  Friends  by  the  late.  Defeat  of  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  was  made  Con  liable  of  France , 
and  the  reft  of  the  Officers  of  that  Nation  ci¬ 
ther  rewarded  or  promis’d  more  advantagious 
Terms  than  they  cou’d  ever  expert  at  home, 
which  induc’d  them  to  continue  in  the  French 
Service,  tho’  they  never  fail’d  to  be  hang’d 
up  without  Mercy  whenever  they  happen’d 
to  fall  into  King  Henry's  Hands,  as  Rebels  to 
their  Sovereign,  who  had  made  an  Alliance 
with  England ,  and  was  actually  in  the  Eng- 
UJh  Army. 

The  Parliament  of  England  meeting  on  the  The  Far- 
fecond  of  May,  juft  after  the  News  of  the  lament 
Duke  of  Clarence's  Defeat  arriv’d,  confirm’d 
the  Peace  of  Froye  •,  but  a  Petition  being  Supplies, 
prefented  to  them  in  behalf  of  the  Nation, 

Jbewing  that  the  People  were  beggar’d  by 
the  War  with  France,  they  did  not  think  fit 
to  give  more  than  a  Fifteenth  this  Year  for  the 
Support  of  the  War,  while  the  Clergy  ad¬ 
vanc’d  a  Tenth,  They  were  of  Opinion  pro,r 

R  2  bably^. 
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bably,  that  Money  enough  might  be  rais?d 
out  of  the  conquer’d  Countries  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  the  War,  and  if  not,  it  were  better 
that  France  fhou’d  remain  unconquer’d,  than 
their  native  Country  be  ruin’d  in  reducing 
it  whereupon  the  King  found  himfelf  under 
a  Neceflity  of  pawning  his  Crown  and  Jewels 
once  again,  and  having  difmifs’d  his  Par¬ 
liament,  he  afiembled  another  Army  of 
28,000  Men,  with  which  he  embark’d  for 
France ,  and  landed  at  Calais  the  Tenth  of 
June.  Having  reduc’d  feveral  Places  in  Pi¬ 
cardy,  which  were  poffefs’d  by  the  Dauphinos , 
he  march’d  towards  Paris ,  which  had  been 
in  a  Manner  block’d  up  during  his  Abfence 
by  the  Dauphin,  who  found  himfelf  alfo  in  a 
Condition  to  lay  Siege  to  Chartres,  but  up¬ 
on  the  Approach  of  King  Henry ,  he  thought 
lit  to  abandon  Chartres  and  retire  to  a  greater 
Diftance.  Tire  King  afterwards  took  the 
Town  of  Hreux,  but  finding  his  Army 
weaken’d  by  the  Flux,  he  order’d  them  into 
Quarters  of  Refrefhment,  and  return’d  to 
Paris.  Henry  took  the  Field  again  about 
Michaelmas,  and  on  the  6th  of  Offober  laid 
Siege  to  the  City  of  Meaux  i  and  while  he  lay 
before  this  Place,  he  reciev’d  Advice  that  the 
Queen  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  Son  at 
Windfor,  baptiz’d  by  the  Name  of  Henry  (af¬ 
terwards  Henry  VI).  In  the  mean  time  the 
Town  of  Meaux  held  out  all  Winter  \  the 
Place  was  firong  and  defended  by  a  brave 
Garrifon,  and  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  by  no 
means  favourable  to  the  Englijh  •,  however, 
the  Befieg’d  were  at  length  reduc’d  to  Extre¬ 
mity,  and  oblig’d  to  capitulate  the  Beginning 
of  May,  when  very  hard  Terms  were  put 

upon 
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upon  them  •,  for  the  Army  had  not  only  fuf-  -^0l422 
fer’d  much  by  this  Winter’s  Siege,  and  the  f  lojj . 
Courfe  of  the  King’s  Succeffes  been  interrupt- 
ed  by  their  Obftinacy,  but  the  Garrifon  had 
been  guilty  of  the  moft  reproachful  Language, 
and  treated  King  Henry’s  Friends  with  the 
greateft  Barbarity  ;  they  had  hang’d  up  all 
the  Burgundian  Party  that  came  in  their  Way, 
and  poffibly  their  Defpair  of  being  pardon’d 
was  one  Reafon  they  did  not  furrender  fooner. 

The  feyerelL  Articles  in  the  Capitulation  were,  Meaux fur- 
that  neither-  the  Englijh ,  Scots,  or  Irifh  in  renders  up- 
Garrifon  ffiou’d  have  any  Mercy  fhewn  them, 
or  any  that  were  concern’d  in  the  Death  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy ,  and  that  four  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  Officers,  of  whom  the  Governor  the  Baftard 
bf  Vaurus  was  one ,  ffiould  fuffer  Death  fand 
they  were  executed  accordingly )  Vaurus  was 
hang’d  upon  a  Tree  near  the  Town,  which 
from  his  hanging  the  Burgundians  on  it ,  had 
obtain’d  the  Name  of  The  Tree  of  Vaurus. 

Soon  after  the  taking  of  Meaux ,  Queen  Ka¬ 
therine  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford  came  over  tq 
France ,  having  left  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter 
Guardian  of  England ,  and  arriving  at  Vin¬ 
cennes ,  where  the  King  and  Queen  of  France 
}cept  their  Court,  the  King  of  England  met 
them,  and  both  Courts  remov’d  to  Paris ,  and 
kept  the  Whitfun- Holydays  there.  The  French, 

Writers  on  this  Qccafion  lament  their  Sub¬ 
jection  to  the  Englifh ,  and  tell  us,  that  while 
all  the  World  reforted  to  King  Henry  at  the 
Louvre ,  Charles  their  King,  who  refided 
in  the  Palace  of  St.  Paul ,  was  almoft  de- 
fertedj  however,  it  appears  that  the  two  Kings 
with  their  Queens  din’d  together  on  tVhitfun- 
day  with  their  Crowns  on  their  Heads,  and 
that  the  King  and  Queen  of  England  in  pub- 
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J.D.  14Z2  lick,  always  gave  their  Father  the  Repeals 
- — — —  due  to  a  Parent  and  a  Sovereign,  tho’  the 
A  Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  as  had  been  agreed 

by  the  Treaty  of  9 roye,  was  entirely  in  the 
Hands  of  the  King  of  England ,  on  Account 
of  King  Charles's,  Incapacity  to  govern  even 
his  own  Actions  at  certain  Times.  About  this 
King  Hen-  Time  King  Henry  order’d  a  new  fflver  Coin 
ry  coins  to  be  ftruck  at  Paris ,  call’d  a  Salute,  on  which 
Money  in  an  Angej  was  represented  faluting  the  Virgin 
:  aus‘  Mary ,  having  the  Arms  of  England  on  one 

Hand,  and  the  Arms  of  France  in  the  other, 
with  King  Henry's  Titles,  and  on  the  Re¬ 
verie  thefe  Words,  Chrifrns  vincit ,  Chriftus  re- 
git,  Chriflus  imperat ,  which  the  French  look’d 
upon  as  another  Mark  of  their  Subjection, and 
pretended  was  a  Breach  or  the  Articles  of 
Froye ,  which  prohibited  his  doing  any  Regal 
Aft  in  his  own  Name  during  King  Charles's 
Life. 

While  Henry  remain’d  at  Paris ,  the  Dau¬ 
phin  had  taken  the  Field  again,  made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  La  Charite  on  the  Loyre ,  and 
laid  Siege  to  Cofne,  which  had  agreed  to  fur- 
render  to  him  if  not  reliev’d  by  the  18  th  of 
Auguft .  Whereupon  the  King  and  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy  affembled  their  refpeftive  Ar¬ 
mies,  and  were  advancing  towards  the  Dau- 
.  phin,  when  Henry  was  taken  ill  of  the  Flux  ; 
-en  ^vj-iereUpQji  }ie  order’d  the  Duke  of  Bedford  to 
take  upon  him  the  Command  of  the  Englifr 
Troops,  and  join  the  Duke  of  Bin  gundy  *,  but 
the  Dauphin  rais’d  the  Siege  of  Cofne  on  their 
Approach,  keeping  to  his'old  Rule  of  never 
hazarding  a  Battel  but  where  he  had  anappa- 
rentAdvantage.  In  the  mean  time  K .Henry  lay 
dangeroufly  ill  at  Vincennes,  of  which  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  receiving  Advice,  left  the  Army 
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and  haften’d  thither,  coming  juft  time  enough  A.D.iyiz 
to  hear  the  Inftructions  the  King  gave  his  Mi-  ~ 
nifters  and  Generals  in  his  laft  Moments.  He 
faid  he  fhould  have  been  under  no  Concern  at  His  laft 
the  Approach  of  Death,  if  he  had  not  left  his  Commands 
Son,  an  Infant,  incapable  of  profecuting  his 
Conquefts,or  of  holding  the  Reins  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  He  hop’d  they  would  all  remain  firmly 
united  in  his  Service,  and  let  him  have  an  E- 
ducation  fuitable  to  a  Prince  that  was  Heir  to 
fuch  extenfive  Dominions.  That  they  fhould 
endeavour  to  preferve  the  Friendfhip  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy ,  and  not  releafe  the  Pri- 
foners  taken  at  Agincourt  till  the  Prince  was 
at  Age.  And  if  it  fhould  at  any  time  be 
thought  proper  to  make  Peace  with  Francei 
they  fhould  infift  on  the  Sovereignty  of  Nor¬ 
mandy.  And  laftly,  he  order’d  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  to  take  upon  him  the  Adminiftration 
of  the  Government  of  France ,  and  the  Duke 
of  Glouecfter  to  preftde  in  England  during  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  Abfence.  After  which, 
having  perform’d  fuch  Offices  as  were  requir’d 
of  dying  Perfons  in  thofe  times,  he  expir’d  King  Hen-' 
on  the  thirty-firft  of  Auguft ,  in  t)ie  thirty-  rJ> 
fourth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  tenth  of  his 
Reign. 

His  Body  was  afterwards  embalm’d  and  His  Inter- 
carry’d  in  great  Funeral  Pomp  thro’  France  meat. 
to  Calais  and  from  thence  being  fent  over  to 
England,  was  interr’d  in  IFefttninjler- Abbey, 

James  King  of  Scots  being  chief  Mourner. 

This  Prince,  Hiftorians  relate,  was  admi-  His  Per- 
rably  form’d  for  the  great  Enterprizes  he  un-  an^ 
dertook.  He  was  tall  and  ftrongly  built,  vvit^''rs 
and  not  at  all  enclin’d  to  fat.  His  Hair  and  Review 
Eyes  were  black,  and  in  the  latter  there  ap-  of  his 

peer’d  ReiSn’ 
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pear’d  a  wonderful  Vivacity.  He  had  a 
Majekick  Mien,  and  was  expert  in  fuch  Ex- 
ercifes  as  were  fuitable  to  a  Perfon  of  his 
Rank.  He  enur’d  himfelf  to  all  manner  of 
Hardships  that  might  be  expeded  in  a  Mili¬ 
tary  Life ,  endur’d  the  Extremes  of  Heat  and 
and  Cold,  Hunger  and  Third:,  with  extraor¬ 
dinary  Patience  and  Cheerfulnefs,  and  by  his 
Example  encourag’d  his  Soldiers  to  undergo 
the  Fatigues  of  feveral  Winters  Campaigns. 
But  to  come  at  his  true  Charader,  it  is  necef- 
fary  in  this,  as  in  other  Reigns,  to  review  the 
principal  Adions  of  his  Life,  and  let  the 
World  judge  for  themfelves.  At  three  hun¬ 
dred  Years  diftance  we  have  but  two  Ways 
of  knowing  the  Charader  of  a  Prince,  either 
we  mull  take  it  upon  Truk  from  the  Hifto- 
rians  of  thole  times,  or  examine  the  Fads  they 
form’d  his  Charader  upon.  The  latter  of 
thele  is  jukly  deem’d  the  fureft  way  of  Judg¬ 
ing  •,  for  in  molt  of  the  Charaders  we  meet 
with  in  Hikorians,  the  Prince  they  fpeak  of 
is  reprefented  either  as  fuperlatively  great  and 
good  without  any  Mixture  of  Human  Frailty, 
or  elfe  he.is  made  the  weakeft  and  wickedeft 
of  the  Sons  of  Adam ,  without  the  leak  Spark 
of  Wifdorn  or  Virtue. 

He  was  educated  at  Oxford ,  where,  ’tisfaid, 
the  Principles  of  Honour  and  Virtue  were  in- 
kill’d  into  him  by  his  Uncle  the  Bifhop  of 
Winchefter.  We  fee  him  afterwards  General 
in  feveral  Battels  againk  th zlVelfh,  where  he 
came  off  Vidorious  and  yet  his  Father  had 
no  fooner  diffnifs’d  him  from  the  Command 
of  his  Armies,  and  all  Civil  Employments, 
{jealous,  ’tisfaid,  of  his  enterprizing  Genius) 
but  the  Prince  confederated  with  the  mok 

Pro- 
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Profligate  of  Mankind,  even  with  Felons 'and 
Highwaymen,  and  led  the  Life  of  a  common 
Robber.  Upon  his  coming  to  the  Crown  *tis 
obferv’d  indeed,  that  he  difmifs’d  his  old 
Companions ;  but  ’tis  highly  probable  he  re¬ 
tain’d  fome  of  them,  for  Falftaff \  who  was 
one  of  the  Number,  was  afterwards  a  confi- 
derable  Officer  in  the  Army,  and  entrufted, 
together  with  the  Earl  of  Dorfet ,  with  the 
Defence  of  Harjleur ,  the  King’s  firft  Conqueft 
in  France ,  and  look’d  upon  to  be  a  Fortrefsof 
the  greateft  Importance  to  the  Englijh  in  that 
War.  I’m  apt  to  believe  therefore  that  if  Henry 
did  difcharge  fome  of  his  loofe  Companions  at 
his  entering  on  the  Government  •,  yet  having 
experienc’d  their  Bravery  upon  the  Road,  he 
gave  them  Commiflions  in  the  Army  when 
the  War  broke  out ;  for  a  private  Robber 
foon  becomes  an  Adept  in  publick  Rapine  ; 
and  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  beft  Soldiers 
King  Edward  III.  had  in  his  Army  when  he 
made  the  like  Attempt  upon  France  were  Men 
exactly  of  the  fame  Genius  and  Qualifications. 
But  to  proceed,  it  is  look’d  upon  to  be  a  fignal 
Inftance  of  Henry' s  Piety  that  he  did  Honour 
to  the  Remains  of  King  Richard  II.  whom  his 
Father  had  depos’d  and  murder’d.  He  ac¬ 
knowledg’d  his  Father’s  Guilt,  but  did  not 
think  fit  however  to  relinquifh  the  Fruits  of 
that  Parricide.  He  is  applauded  alfo  to  the 
Skies  for  adhering  to  the  Clergy,  and  perfe- 
cuting  the  poor  Lollards ,  fome  of  them  his 
faithful  Domefiicks,  with  Fire  and  Faggot,  a- 
gainft  his  Inclination  and  Confcience,  becaufe 
the  Clergy  appear’d  devoted  to  his  Interelf, 
and  encourag’d  his  Enterprize  againfl  France. 
His  Ambition  has  been  feverely  cenfur’d,  in 
Vol.  XVIII.  S  that: 
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that  he  demanded  at  firft  no  more  than  the 
Provinces  yielded  to  England  by  the  Treaty 
of  Bretigny  ;  and  yet  when  he  found  the  Di- 
vifions  of  the  French  Court  favour’d  him,  no¬ 
thing  lefs  would  content  him  than  the  whole 
Monarchy  of  France  •,  in  the  attempting^ 
recover  which  he  brought  unfpeakable^Mi- 
feries  upon  that  Kingdom,  and  beggar’d  his 
own  by  Taxes,  leaving  both  Nation^  in  a  mod 
diftradted  State.  This  is  the  H^fo  fo  much 
celebrated  in  our  Hiftories.  ’Tjs  true,  he  a- 
bundantly  manifefled  his  perfonil  Valour  and 
Military  Skill  at  the  Battel  of  Agvicourty 
where,  with  20,000  Men,  he  obtain’d  a  corn- 
pleat  Vidlory  over  the  united  Forces  of  Francey 
amounting  to  an  hundred  thoufand  and  up¬ 
wards.  That  he  was  brave,  politick,  patient, 
temperate,  and  even  the  greateft  General  of 
the  Age  he  liv’d  in  I  fhall  readily  acknow¬ 
ledge  *,  but  he  might  be  all  this,  and  yet  go¬ 
vern’d  by  fuch  Maxims  as  were  very  deftruc- 
tive  to  his  People.  It  muft  be  admitted  by 
every  one  that  is  converfant  in  the  Hiftory  of 
England y  that  all  Attempts  to  enlarge  our 
Territories  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  have 
ever  prov’d  fatal  to  us :  And  it  is  no  lefs  cer¬ 
tain,  that  in  general  thofe  that  have  pafs’d  for 
Heroes  in  former  Ages  have  been  the  Scourges 
of  Mankind,  and  brought  greater  Calami¬ 
ties  on  the  Earth  than  either  Plague  or  Fa¬ 
mine.  It  may  be  confider’d  further,  that  we 
had  probably  thrown  olf  the  Yoke  of  Popifh 
Tyranny  and  Superflition,  even  in  that  early 
Reign,  if  the  King’s  Ambition  had  not  en- 
grols’d  his  whole  Soul,  and  render’d  him  in- 
fenfible  of  the  Rage  and  Cruelty  which  the 
Votaries  of  Rome  exercifed  on  thofe  brave 

Men 
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Men  who  afierted  and  defended  the  Truths  of 
Chriftianity,  and  fubmitted  to  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  Torments  rather  than  deny  their  Prin¬ 
ciples.  Had  he,  inftead  of  attempting  the 
Conqueft  of  France ,  ventur’d  to  prated  and 
countenance  the  Difciples  of  JVickliffe ,  the 
Attempt  had  been  truly  brave  and  beneficial 
to  the  World  ;  he  had  then  had  the  Honour 
of  being  the  firft  Monarch  that  contributed 
to  difpel  the  Darknefs  of  Popery,  and  refcu’d 
his  Subjects  from  the  greateft  of  Slaveries,  the 
being  oblig’d  to  think  and  believe  contrary 
to  common  Senfe,  and  that  in  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  Concerns  5  whereas  his  Succeffes  A- 
broad  brought  no  manner  of  Advantage  to  his 
own  or  any  other  People  ;  but  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  involv’d  two  flourifhing  Nations  in  Blood 
and  Ruin. 

As  to  the  King’s  Tide,  it  ftood  upon  the  His  Title, 
fame  bottom  with  that  of  his  Father’s,  and 
therefore  I  need  fay  no  more  of  it  here. 

Fie  married  the  Princefs  Katherine ,  Daugh-  Marriage 
ter  of  Charles  VI.  King  of  France ,  on  the  and  Iffue' 
fecond  Day  of  June ,  in  the  feventh  Year  of 
his  Reign,  and  had  Iffue  by  her  only  Henry , 
firnam’d  Wlndfor  from  the  Place  of  his  Birth, 
who  lucceeded  him  in  his  Throne.  QuemKatbe- 
rine ,  after  the  King’s  Death,  married  Owen  Tu¬ 
dor  a  V/elJh  Gentleman,  faid  to  be  defcended 
from  Coel  one  of  the  King’s  of  Britain  ;  Others 
relate  he  was  of  ameaner  Extraction,  the  Son  of 
a  common  Brewer  ;  which  Accounts  however 
are  not  inconfiftent  if  we  confider  the  Revolu¬ 
tions  in  Families  in  a  long  Courfe  of  Years. 

But  however  that  be,  it  is  agreed  he  was  a 
very  handfome  Man,  and  that  the  Queen  had 
Iffue  by  him  Edmund  Tudor  Earl  of  Richmond , 
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who  married  Margaret ,  only  Daughter  of 
John  Beaufort  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  (Grandfon  of 
John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lane  after)  and  had 
Iffue  by  her  Henry  Earl  of  Richmond ,  who 
afterwards  enjoy'd  the  Crown  of  England  by 
the  Name  of  Henry  VII. 

The  moft  materialA&s  pafs’d  in  this  Reign 
were. 

The  i  Hen.  5.  Cap.  1.  enading,  That  the 
Knights  of  Shires,  Citizens  and  Burgefles, 
fhould  be  Refident  in  the  refpedive  Counties 
and  Towns  for  which  they  were  chofen. 

Cap.  7.  was  a  Confirmation  of  the  rg  R.  2. 
reftraining  Aliens  to  accept  any  Benefices  in 
England.  And  by  an  Ad  of  the  fame  Seffi- 
ons,  the  Lands  of  the  Priors  Alien  are  granted 
to  the  Crown  by  the  Conlent  of  the  Convo¬ 
cation. 

2  Hen.  5.  Cap.  7.  enads.  That  all  Officers 
of  the  Government,  from  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  the  Petty  Conftable,  fhould  fwear  to  affift 
the  Ecclefiafticks  to  extirpate  Herefy.  And 
fhat  an  Heretick  Convid  fhould  not  only  be 
burnt,  but  all  his  Goods  and  Lands  in  Fee 
Simple  be  forfeited. 

3  Hen.  5.  Cap.  4.  enads,  That  all  Provifi- 
ons,  Licenfes  and  Pardons,  relating  to  the 
Difpofal  of  a  Benefice  full  of  an  Incumbent, 
ffiould  be  void. 

And  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  greateft 
Taxes  were  rais’d  in  this  Reign  that  ever  were 
known  in  England  for  in  two  feveral  Years, 
the  Parliament  granted  two  Tenths  and  two 
Fifteenths,  and  the  Convocation  more,  in 
Proportion  to  their  Lands ;  notwithstanding 
above  an  hundred  Convents  of  Priors  Alien 
T/ere  given  to  the  King  to  convert  into  Money 
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at  the  fame  time.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  King’s  Reign  indeed  we  find  the  People 
perfectly  exhauited,  and  unable  to  give  any 
Supply  almoft.  A  fingle  Fifteenth  was  all 
the  King  could  obtain  the  two  laft  Years. 

They  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  as  he  was 
Mailer  of  the  greateft  Part  of  France ,  if  he 
would  continue  the  War  it  mull  be  with  the 
Product  of  the  Provinces  he  had  polfefs’d 
himfelf  of,  for  his  own  Kingdom  was  no 
Jonger  able  to  bear  the  Burthen  of  it. 
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Chap.  xxiv. 

Contains  the  Hijlory  of  the  Reign  of 
Henry  VI. 


J.D.i^tz  HP  H  E  late  King  being  taken  off  in  the 
...  1  Prime  of  his  Age,  when  he  was  the 

A.  i  H.  6.  uponPoint  of  ftnifhing  the  Conqueft  of  France , 
was  fucceeded  by  his  only  Son  Henry  of  JVind- 
Acceffion.  for*  an  Infant,  fcarce  nine  Months  old,  fup- 
ported  however  by  his  Uncles,  Men  cele¬ 
brated  for  their  Conduct  in  War,  and  no  lefs 
The  Ad-  vers’d  in  the  Arts  of  Government.  One  of 
miniftrati-  thefe  was  appointed  by  the  late  King  on  his 
G  ve  t0  have  che  Adminiftration  of 

menTiii  Government  in  England ,  jointly  with  the 
the  King’s  Privy  Council,  and  the  Great  Officers  of 
Uncles  and  State,  during  his  Son’s  Minority  :  And  this 
Council^  Appointment  was  ratify’d  and  explain’d  in  a 
confirm’d  Parliament  held  in  November  following,  as 
byParlia-  appears  by  the  Records  of  Parliament  re- 
nre**-  maining  in  the  Tower,  where  we  find,  that 
the  young  King  by  his  Letters  Patents,  con¬ 
firm’d  by  Parliament,  appointed  John  Duke 
of  Bedford ,  his  eldeft  Uncle,  Protestor,  and 
Defender  of  the  Realm  and  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  during  his  Refidence  in  England  and 
in  his  Abfence,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  to  fup» 
ply  the  faid  Office,  with  Protefiation  that 
the  fame  ffiould  not  redound  to  the  Prejudice 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  It  w as  further  ap¬ 
pointed,  that  the  Protestor  ffiould,  during 
the  King’s  Minority,  difpofe  of  all  Offices  in 
Forefts,  Parks,  and  Warrens,  and  of  all 
Benefices  in  the  King’s  Gift,  ( but  the  Difpo- 
fal  of  the  great  Offices  of  State  was  referv’d' 
ro  the  Parliament.)  After  which  the  Lords  or 

the 
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the  Council  were  nominated  or  confirm’d  in  ^0.1422 
Parliament,  and  it  was  declar’d,  that  no  A<ft  of  ~f  '  ~ 

Council  fhould  pafs  without  the  Concurrence 
of  fix  of  them  at  leaft  ;  and  in  all  great  Caufes 
all,  or  a  great  Majority  fhould  agree ;  and 
where  the  King  ought  to  be  confulted,  no¬ 
thing  fhould  be  done  without  the  Aflent  of 
the  Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Gloucefter. 

In  the  fame  Parliament,  the  King,  with 
the  Concurrence  of  the  two  Houfes,  made 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  Chamberlain  and  Con- 
liable  of  England ;  and  the  Duke  of  Somerfets 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter ,  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor  ;  the  King’s  great  Uncles  had  the  Care 
of  the  King’s  Perfon  committed  to  them. 

The  reft  of  the  Great  Officers  alfo  were  ap¬ 
pointed,  or  confirm’d  in  Parliament  at  this 
time. 

In  another  Parliament  it  was  declar’d,  that 
the  Stile  of  Brotettor,  imported  only  a  per- 
fonal  Duty  of  Attandance  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Realm,  againft  Foreign  Enemies  or  Do- 
meftick  Rebels,  and  not  any  fpecial  Govern¬ 
ment  belonging  to  Lieutenants,  Governors, 
or  Regents ;  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  was 
to  prefide  indeed  in  Council,  but  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  had  no  other  Place  than  as  Duke  of 
Gloucefter. 

Thus  much  feem’d  necefiary  to  premife, 
concerning  the  Exercife  of  the  Government 
during  the  King’s  Minority,  the  generality 
of  our  Hiftorians  giving  a  very  confus’d  Ac¬ 
count  of  it. 

The  Infant  King  Henry  VI.  was  firft  pro-  HmyV I., 
claim’d  by  the  Titles  of  King  of  England ,  proclaim’d 
Lord  of  Ireland ,  and  Duke  of  slquitain,  but  j>'ng  ot, 
CbarlesV I.  of  France  dying  on  the  21ft  of  Olio-  ^  an  ' 
?er,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  immediately  caus’d 

him 
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him  to  Be  proclaim’d  King  of  England  and 
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France. 
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France  at  Paris,  and  took  upon  him  the  Title 
of  Regent  of  that  Kingdom,  ordering  the 
Seals  to  be  alter’d,  and  the  Arms  of  England 
and  France  to  be  quarter’d  together  he  alfo 
afiembled  the  French  Nobility  in  and  about 
Paris ,  and  put  them  in  mind  of  the  Adi  of 
Succeffion  that  had  pafs’d  the  States  of  France , 
after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Froye , 
to  which  they  had  all  fworn,  and  endeavour’d 
to  lhew  the  great  Advantages  that  would  ac¬ 
crue  to  France  by  the  Union  of  the  two  King¬ 
doms.  Whereupon  all  the  Nobility  that 
were  prefent,  took  the  Oaths  to  King  Henry , 
and  did  him  Homage  as  King  of  France ,  in 
which  they  were  follow’d  by  the  reft  of  the 
Kingdom,  then  in  Pofieflion  of  the  Eng - 
lijh. 

The  Regent  and  Council  of  France ,  and 
City  of  Paris  alfo,  fent  a  Deputation  to  Eng¬ 
land,  to  congratulate  the  young  King  on  his 
Acceftion  to  both  Crowns.  On  the  other 
hand  Charles  the  Dauphin ,  having  no  regard 
to  the  Treaty  of  Froye ,  caus’d  himfelf  to  be 
proclaim’d  King  of  France ,  as  foon  as  he  re- 
ceceiv’d  Advice  of  his  Father’s  Death,  and 
was  crown’d  at  Poiffiers,  the  beginning  of 
November.  He  took  upon  him  alfo  to  com¬ 
mand  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  adjourn  to 
Poidliers ,  whither  fome  few  of  the  Members 
reforted.  But  to  return  to  England. 

The  Parliament  was  affembled  at  FHeJltnin-* 
Jler ,  on  the  9th  of  November ,  having  been 
fummon’d  in  the  young  King’s  Name,  it  was. 
held  by  Coinmiffion,  as  is  ufual  where  thq 
King  cannot  attend  in  Perfon.  The  Duke 
of  Gloucejler  being  nominated  Commiffioner. 
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.  Ift  this  Parliament  the  Protedlor’s  Revenue  A.D.  142 
was  fettled  at  eight  thoufand  Marks,  per  Ann. 
and  the  Privy  Council  and  Great  Officers  con¬ 
firm’d  in  their  feveral  Polls,  as  has  been 
hinted  already.  It  was  enafted  alfo,  that  the 
King’s  Stile  as  well  as  Seals  Ihould  be  alter’d, 
the  Title  of  King  ol  France  having  been  o- 
mitted  from  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Troye,  to  the  Death  of  Charles  King  of  France , 
and  the  Parliament  granted  the  fame  Subfidy 
on  Staple  Wares  and  Tonnage  and  Poundage, 
as  were  given  by  the  lall  Parliament.  T  ire 
Letters  Patents  granted  to  Katherine  Queen 
Dowager,  of  feveral  Manors  and  other  He¬ 
reditaments  of  the  Value  of  twenty  thou¬ 
fand  Marks,  per  Ann.  for  her  Dowry,  were 
confirm’d  by  this  Parliament.  And  the  Per- 
fecution  of  the  poor  Lollards  were  order’d  to 
be  reviv’d. 

In  France  Hollilities  which  had  ceas’d  for  a  jjy  l 

little  time,  were  again  renew’d,  Meulan  was - 1 i. 

furpriz’d  by  Charles* s  Troops,  the  beginning  A  2H.6. 
of  January ,  and  retaken  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  the  fecond  of  March  ;  and  many  other 
fmall  Places  were  taken  and  retaken  At 
length  there  happen’d  a  fmart  Engagement, 
near  Crevant  in  Burgundy,  which  the  French  Bate?!  of 
had  befieg’d.  Here  the  French  and  Scots  Cre-vant. 
were  defeated  by  the  Earl  of  Salifbury,  and 
above  a  thoufand  of  them  kill’d  on  the  Spot. 

After  which  the  Earl  of  Salifbury  took  feveral 
Towns,  and  drove  the  French  entirely  out  of  T hefW£ 
Champaign,  while  the  Regent  made  hi m fel f  driven  on: 
Mailer  of  Crotoy  in  Picardy,  after  a  Siege  9bam~ 
that  lalled  fome  Months.  Pa:Z"- 

In  the  mean  time  Charles  receiv’d  a  Rein-  Charles 
forcement  from  the  Duke  of  Milan,  and  receives 
another  from  Caftile,  by  whofe  AffiHance  he  Rcin,orcc' 
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^■D.  1423  gain’d  an  Advantage  over  a  Detachment  of 
the  Englijh  Forces,  that  were  carrying  off  a 
great  Booty  of  Cattel  out  of  Anjou  into  Nor¬ 
mandy.  But  that  which  gave  moft  Life  to' 
his  Affairs,  was  the  Arrival  of  the  Earl  of 
Buchan ,  and  his  Father-in-Law,  Archibald 
Earl  of  Douglas ,  with  five  thofand  Scots ,  who 
He  confers  landed  at  Rochelle.  To  encourage  thefe  Ad- 
Honours  venturers,  he  created  Douglas  Duke  of  Tou- 
raine ,  and  Stuart ,  another  of  their  Generals, 
Baron  d’Aubigny  \  as  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan , 
he  was  already  Conftable  of  France ,  the 
greatefl  Officer  in  the  French  Armies.  Charles 
alfo  appointed  a  Company  of  Scots  to  be  his 
Guards,  and  his  Succeffors  had  a  Guard  of 
the  Scotijh  Nation  for  many  Years  afterwards. 
But  to  return  to  England. 

The  Parliament  being  affembled  on  the 


on  th  eScots. 


England 

confirm  the 
T  reaty 
with  the 


King  of 


Sects . 


The  Par-  _ 

li ament  of  20th  of  OAober ,  the  Treaty  enter’d  into  by 
the  late  King,  for  fetting  the  King  of  Scots 
at  Liberty,  was  laid  before  them,  wherein  it 
was  agreed,  that  James  fhould  pay  forty 
thoufand  Marks  for  his  Ranfom,  at  feveral 
Payments,  and  in  order  to  confirm  him  a: 
Friend  to  the  Englijh ,  he  was  to  have  the 
Princefs  Joanna ,  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Clarence ,  and  Niece  of  the  Duke  of  Exeter  and 
Bifhop  of  Winchejler ,  in  Marriage,  and  ten 
thoufand  Pounds  was  abated  of  the  Ranfom 
agreed  on,  which  was  to  be  efleem’d  part  of 
his  Queen’s  Fortune.  After  which  a  Truce 
was  made  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  both 
j.D.  1424  Kingdoms,  to  commence  the  firft  of  May 
following  ;  each  Nation  was  oblig’d  not  to 


A  3  00  Enemies  of  the  other,  and  particu- 

Early  James  King  of  Scots  engag’d  to  recal  hisj 

but  thisi 


Subjects  out  of  the  French  Service  ; 
was  very  ill  perform’d,  the  Scots  remaining  in 

Franc t 
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France  long  afterwards.  Mod  of  our  Hifto-  A.D.  1424 
rians  alfo  agree,  that  James  did  Homage  to  the  ^  ^ 
Crown  of  England  for  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland 
at  this  time,  and  give  us  the  very  Words  of  the 
Homage.  Rapin  indeed  is  of  Opinion,  no 
fuch  Homage  was  demanded  or  paid,  becaufe 
he  finds  no  Footfteps  of  it  in  the  AEls  of  State 
collected  by  Rymer  ;  but  he  muft  have  ob- 
ferv’d,  that  thofe  Adts  are  very  imperfedt, 

Rymer  poffibly  colledted  all  that  he  found, 
but  it  is  evident  there  are  a  Multitude  of  Adts 
of  State  wanting  in  that  Colledtion,  either 
loft  or  damag’d,  in  the  Places  where  they 
were  carelefly  repofited  ( till  of  late  Years  ) 
and  many  more  poffibly,  were  wilfully  de- 
ftroy’d  by  thofe  into  whofe  Plands  they  fell, 
in  the  time  of  Civil  Wars  and  Commo¬ 
tions. 

In  the  Records  of  Parliament  it  appears,  sir  John 
that  Sir  John  Mortimer ,  Coufin  to  the  Earl  Mortimer 
of  March ,  having  talk’d  too  freely  of  his 
Right  to  the  Crown,  had  been  imprifon’d  in  a 
the  Tower,  in  the  late  Reign,  on  Sufpicion 
of  Treafon,  and  had  made  his  Efcape  in  the 
firft  Year  of  this  Reign,  and  being  retaken, 

■  was  indidted  for  High  Treafon  in  breaking 
i  Prifon.  This  Matter  being  brought  before 
1  the  Parliament,  the  Indidlment  was  there  de- 
1  clar’d  to  be  good,  and  Sir  John  was  order’d  to 
1  be  executed  as  a  Traytor,  his  Head  to  be  fet 
.  upon  the  Bridge,  and  his  four  Quarters  on 
r  the  Gates  of  London ,  without  being  arraign’d 
1  or  brought  to  his  Trial  in  a  legal  Way, 

3  which  Sentence  was  executed  according- 

■j  ly- 

In  the  fame  Parliament  John  Mowbray  Earl-Mar- 
i  Earl-Marfhalj  was  reftor’d  to  the  Title  of  JalA> 

’■  T  2  Duke  fl<>r‘lt0lh« 
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Duke  of  Norfolk ,  which  his  Father  had  been 
depriv’d  of  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  II. 

Queen  Joanna,  the  Relift  of  King /Awry  IV. 

I  find  had  her  Dowry  reftor’d  her  by  this  Par¬ 
liament,  together  with  all  her  Jewels  and  Ef¬ 
fects,  which  had  been  taken  from  her  in  the 
Reign  of  the  late  King  Henry  V.  on  Sufpici- 
on  of  her  being  concern’d  in  a  Confpiracy 
againft  the  Government,  tho’  fhe  was  never 
brought  to  a  Trial  for  it.  The  Parliament 
alfo  order’d  the  Money  to  be  repaid,  which 
the  late  King  had  borrow’d  on  his  jewels : 
And  rais’d  a  Supply  for  the  War  in  France. 

This  Year  died  Edmund  Mortimer  Earl  of 
March ,  whofe  Title  to  the  Crown  had  occa- 
fion’d  his  being  fent  out  of  the  Way,  into 
Ireland,  with  the  honourable  Title  of  the 
King’s  Lieutenant.  By  his  Death  the  Title 
of  Earl  of  March  defeended  to  his  Nephew, 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  Son  of  the  Earl  of 
Cambridge,  beheaded  at  Southampton,  Anm 
1415.  It  was  this  young  Nobleman  who  af¬ 
terwards  reviv’d  the  Claim  of  the  Houfe  of 
York  to  the  Crown,  and  pav’d  the  Way  for 
his  Son  Edward  the  4th  to  the  Throne. 

■  In  the  mean  time  Charles  having  receiv’d 
confiderable  Reinforcements  in  France,  the 
War  was  carried  on  there  very  brifkly.  The 
Regent  laid  Siege  to  Ivry  •,  King  Charles's 
Generals  drew  together  an  Army  of  twenty 
thoufand  Men,  confiding  of  French,  Scots , 
and  Italians,  and  march’d  to  the  Relief  of  it; 
but  finding  the  Englifo  ftrongly  entrench’d, 
they  chofe  to  make  a  Diverfion,  by  inverting 
Vernevil,  a  confiderable  Town  near  it,  which 
furrender’d  to  them  fooner  than  was  expe&ed. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  therefore,  having  take^i 
fury.,  march’d  towards  Vernevil,  in  order  to 
>  •  •  invert 
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inveft  it,  or  give  the  Enemy  Battel,  who  A.D.  1424. 
were  at  that  time  very  advantagioufly  en-  ^  ^ 
camp’d  before  Vernevil.  The  Regent  finding 
the  French  in  this  Situation,  and  their  Troops 
far  more  numerous  than  his  own,  retir’d  and 
polled  his  Army  in  a  Place  where  he  could 
not  eafily  be  attack’d,  imagining  that  the 
Enemy  depending  on  their  Superiority,  would 
leave  their  ftrong  Camp,  and  attack  him, 
which  happen’d  as  he  expedted. 

The  French  Noblemen  in  King  Charles's 
Army  advanc’d,  or  rather  run  to  the  En-  The  Battel 
gagementas  to  an  allur’d  Victory,  and  charg’d  of  Vernevil 
with  that  Confufion,  that  they  were  defeated 
with  very  little  Lofs.  The  Earls  of  Douglas 
and  Buchan ;  the  Lord  Stuart ,  Narbonne, 

Vantadour ,  and  almoft  all  the  S cotip  and 
French  Generals  were  kill’d  upon  the  Spot, 
with  five  thoufand  of  their  Men,  and  many 
of  the  reft  wounded  or  made  Prifoners. 
Whereupon  the  Town  of  Vernevil  immedi¬ 
ately  furrender’d  to  the  Conquerors,  in  which 
was  found  all  the  Baggage  belonging  to  the 
Enemy,  with  the  Money  defign’d  for  Pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Army.  Douglas  and  Buchan ,  to 
whom  King  Charles  had  given  the  Command 
of  his  Troops,  ’tis  faid,  were  utterly  againft 
fighting  at  this  time,  but  were  in  a  manner 
compell’d  to  it  by  the  French  Nobilty.  This 
Defeat  was  fo  little  expedted,  that  the  Pa- 
rifiens,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  Supe¬ 
riority  of  the  French  Troops,  had  ventur’d 
to  raife  an  Infurredtion  in  the  City,  in  the 
Abfence  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  who  return- 
|  ing  victorious,  caus’d  the  Chief  of  the  Con- The  Pro- 
fpirators  to  be  put  to  Death.  In  the  mean  vince  of 
i  time  the  Earl  of  Salipury  took  the  ftrong  City  ^Jbytne 
<  of  Mans ,  and  reduc’d  all  the  Province  of  Euari 

r  '  ’ "  Maine  Sali/bury. 
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'^f.D.1424  Maine  under  the  Obedience  of  the  Englijh ,  fo 
m  "  that  King  Charles’ s  Affairs  were  now  look’d 
upon  as  defperate,  both  by  the  French  and 
A  Quarrel  Englijh  j  but  a  Quarrel  between  the  Duke  of 
between  Gloucejler  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  pre  - 
vented  the  Confederates  taking  the  Advan- 
gundiam.  £age  °f  £he  Confter nation  the  French  were  in, 
and  gave  them  an  Oportunity  of  recovering 
themfelves.  The  Occafion  of  this  Mifun- 
derftanding  in  fhort  was  this,  Jaquelina , 

Princefs  of  Hainault ,  Holland ,  Zeland  and 
Friejland ,  having  been  left  a  Widow  by 
Dauphin ,  fecond  Son  of  Charles  VI.  af¬ 
terwards  by  her  Mothers  Perfuafion,  married 
John  Duke  of  Brabant ,  a  Relation  of  the  Fa¬ 
mily,  but  remarkably  weak  and  infirm  both 
in  Body  and  Mind.  She  had  not  liv’d  many 
Months  with  him,  but  fhe  applied  to  the 
Pope  to  obtain  aDivorce  from  herHufband  for 
Infufficiency,  and  while  the  Suit  was  depend¬ 
ing,  came  into  England  and  married  the  Duke 
of  Gloucejler ,  who  looking  upon  himfelf  to 
be  thereby  entitled  to  Hainault ,  and  the  other 
Provinces  in  the  Low-Countries  that  belong’d 
j.D.  1425  to  her*,  he  tranfported  an  Army  to  Calais , 

• - —  and  ablually  took  Poffeflion  of  Hainault , 

where  he  remain’d  about  a  Year,  but  return¬ 
ing  to  England ,  his  Forces  were  driven  from 
thence  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  who  was 
nearly  related  to  his  Rival  the  Duke  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  and  the  Princefs  Jaquelina  was  made 
Prifoner  by  him,  which  occafion’d  the  Duke 
of  Gloucejler  to  fend  Burgundy  a  Challenge, 
and  many  provoking  Letters  and  Meflages 
pafs’d  between  them  upon  that  Occafion. 
Jaquelina  afterwards  made  her  Efcape  into. 
Holland ,  whither  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  fent 
her  a  Reinforcement  of  Troops  from  England , 
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and  the  War  continu’d  fome  time  in  that  A.D.  1425 

Province.  But  the  Matter  being  referr’d  to  - ~~ 

Pope  Martin ,  who  decreed,  that  Jaquelina’s 
Marriage  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier  was 
hull,  and  that  fhe  fhould  return  to  her  firft 
Hufband.  The  Duke  of  Gloucefier  was  at 
length  perfuaded  to  drop  the  Matter,  at  the 
Inftance  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  and  the 
Englijh  and  Burgundians  again  united  their 
Forces  againft:  thofe  of  King  Charles.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Troops  which  fhould  have 
been  employ’d  againft  the  French ,  having 
been  taken  up  in  this  Quarrel  for  more  than 
a  Year,  the  Affairs  of  the  Englijh  in  Franck 
fuffer’d  very  much. 

While  the  Dukes  of  Gloucefier  and  Bur-  The  j^e 
gundy  were  difputing  about  the  Princefs  Ja-  of  Bretagne 
quelina ,  the  War  was  in  a  manner  fufpended  *,  takes  Fre 
whereupon  Charles  took  that  Opportunity  of 
engaging  the  French  Nobility  in  his  Intereft  *, 
he  prevail’d  particularly  with  the  Duke  of 
Bretagne.,  and  his  Brother  the  Earl  of  Rich¬ 
mond ,  to  defert  the  Englijh  Intereft  and  come 
over  to  his  Party,  and  conferred  the  Poft  of 
Conftable  of  France  on  the  Earl  of  Rich¬ 
mond. 

The  Quarrel  between  the  Duke  of  Glou - 
eefier  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  hardly 
accommodated,  before  there  happen’d  ano-  a  Quarrel 
ther  between  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier  and  the  between 
Bifhop  of  IVinchefter ,  who  had  always  op-  th.e  Duke 
pos’d  each  other  in  the  Council  but  their  °L^nd 
Differences  were  grown  to  fuch  a  Height  at  the  Bifhop 
this  time,  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  was  of  Win- 
oblig’d  to  leave  France  and  come  over  to 
England ,  where  he  was  acknowledg’d  Pro¬ 
testor  on  his  Arrival,  and  the  fame  Salary 

affign’d 
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^.D.1426  affign’d  him  as  had  been  fettled  on  the  Duke 
r  ‘  of  Gl  once  tier. 

w'-v'XJ  The  Duke  °f  Bedford  being  a  Friend  to 
Referr’d  to  both  Parties,  referr’d  the  Difference  between 
theParlia-  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  and  the  Bifhop  of 
ment.  Wincbefter ,  firft  to  fome  of  the  principal  No¬ 

bility  5  but  thefe  not  being  able  to  reconcile 
them,  the  Matter  was  at  length  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  Parliament,  where  Gloucefter  exhi¬ 
bited  fevefal  Articles  againft  the  Bifhop, 
charging  him  with  High  Treafon  againft  the 
late  King,  and  endeavouring  to  create  Di- 
fturbances  in  the  prefent  Government,  which 
a  Committee  being  appointed  to  examine,  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  Charge  was  not  made  out  to 
their  Satisfaction  :  But  as  the  Bifhop  had  not 
behav’d  himfelf  with  that  Submiffion  towards 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  as  he  ought,  he  fhould 
beg  the  Duke’s  Pardon  ;  and  that  thereupon 
they  fhould  fhake  Hands  and  be  reconcil’d, 
which  they  fubmitted  to,  and  became  Friends 
in  Appearance  at  leaft.  At  the  fame  time  the 
Bifhop  thought  fit  voluntarily  to  refign  the 
great  Seal,  if  we  may  Credit  the  Records  of 
Parliament,  tho’  Rapin  fays  it  was  taken  from 
him  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

While  the  Duke  was  in  England ,  the  Earl 
Of  Richmond  the  Conftable  rais’d  an  Army  of 
twenty  thoufand  Men,  with  which  he  took 
fome  inconfiderable  Towns,  but  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  Expectations  the  French  had  con¬ 
ceiv’d  of  him.  The  Baftard  of  Orleans,  an¬ 
other  of  King  Charles’s  Generals,  however 
had  the  good  Fortune  to  gain  fome  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  commanded 
the  Englijh  Army  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Re¬ 
gent,  obliging  him  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Mon- 
i  arris, 

*  Th? 
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The  Duke  of  Bedford  return’d  to  France  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Year  1427,  being  ac-  ~  ^  ff  $ 
company’d  thither  by  theBiihop  of tVinchefter, 
who  receiv’d  a  Cardinal’s  Cap  on  his  Arrival  The  Re- 
at  Calais.  The  Regent  having  brought  over  gentco«- 
a  good  Body  of  Troops  from  England ,  be-  of 
fieg’d  and  took  the  Town  of  Pontorfon ,  and  Bretamto 
afterwards  march’d  in  Perfon  at  the  Head  of  quit  the 
an  Army  of  twenty  thoufand  Men  towards  ^a* 
Bretagne,  threatning  to.deftroy  that  Province  1 
with’ Fire  and  Sword  •,  but  the  Duke  of  Bre¬ 
tagne  lubmitting  himfelf  to  the  Regent,  and 
promifing  to  obferve  the  Treaty  of  Froye  for 
the  future,  prevented  the  Ruin  of  his  Coun¬ 
try  ^  whereupon  the  Regent  return’d  to  Paris . 

The  Parliament  of  England  affembled  at  Tr*nfa£ti- 
TVejhninfter  a  Fortnight  after  Michaelmas  this  °ns  in  th« 
Year,  at  the  opening  of  which  the  young  Parlia0f 
King  fat  in  Perfon  on  his  Throne  in  the  Houfe  Bnglani. 
of  Lords.  The  principal  Defign  of  calling  it 
being  to  find  a  Supply  for  the  War  in  France , 
the  Commons  granted  an  Aid  of  fix  Shillings 
and  eight  Pence  to  be  levy’d  on  all  Lands  of 
the  Value  of  twenty  Nobles  per  Annum ,  and 
fix  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  on  every  Knights 
Fee,  and  fo  in  Proportion.  In  this  Parlia¬ 
ment  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  the  Protestor, 
declar’d  he  would  not  take  his  Seat  in  the 
Houfe  till  he  underftood  what  the  Power  of  a 
Protestor  was,  feveral  Perfons  having  difputed 
his  Authority.  To  which  it  was  anfwer’d  by 
the  Lords,  that  he  ought  not  to  have  been 
Protestor,  but  that  this  Honour  had  been 
conferr’d  on  him  at  his  Requeft.  That  the 
Name  of  Protestor,  or  Defender,  imported 
no  more  than  his  attending  the  Defence  of  the 
Realm  againft  Foreign  Enemies  and  Rebels, 
and  not  any  fpecial  Government  belonging  to 
Vol.  XVIII.  U  Lieu- 
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Lieutenants,  Governors  or  Regents.  That  they 
intended  indeed  he  fhould  prefide  in  Council  •, 
but  in  Parliament  he  had  no  other  Place  than 
as  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  and  advis’d  him  to  take 
his  Seat.  An  Ordinance  alfo  pafs’d  in  this 
Sefiion,  that  no  Perfon  fhould  prefume  to 
marry  a  Queen  of  England  without  the  King’s 
Licenfe,  which  ’tis  prefum’d  was  levell’d  a- 
gainft  Queen  Katherine ,  Dowager  of  the  late 
King  Henry  V.  who  was  about  to  efpoufe  the 
famous  Owen  Tudor,  a  private  Gentleman  of 
Wales ,  but  an  exceeding  handfome  Man. 
But  to  return  to  the  War  in  France.  The  Earl 
of  Warwick  being  appointed  Governor  to  the 
King  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Exeter  de¬ 
ceas’d,  was  recall’d  from  thence,  and  the 
Command  of  the  Englijh  Army,  confiding  of 
15,000  Men,  given  to  the  Earl  of  Salijbury, 
who  having  taken  feveral  fmall  Towns,  ven¬ 
tur’d  to  befiege  the  City  of  Orleans  on  the 
1 2th  of  October  tho’  his  Army  was  fo  fmall 
that  he  could  only  inveft  it  on  the  fide  of  So- 
logne.  The  other  fide  of  the  Town  was  open, 
whereby  the  Befieg’d  daily  receiv’d  Supplies 
and  Reinforcements.  The  Englijh  however 
ftorm’d  a  great  Baftion  and  Cattle  at  the  Foot 
of  the  Bridge  call’d  the  Tournelles,  and  car- 
ry’d  them,  and  had  a  fair  Profped:  of  beco¬ 
ming  Matters  of  the  City,  when  the  Earl  of 
Salijbury ,  the  General,  was  unfortunately 
wounded,  by  a  Shot  in  the  Head,  as  he  was 
viewing  the  Town  from  a  Windo  w  of  the  Ca¬ 
ftle  lately  taken,  and  died  in  a  few  Days,  be¬ 
ing  fucceeded  in  his  Command  by  the  Earl  ofj 
Suffolk.  This  was  a  great  Difcouragement  toll 
the  Befiegers  •,  but  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
fending  a  Detachment  of  his  Troops  to  their' 
Afliftance  foon  after,  the  Siege  was  ffcill  vigo- 

roufiy 
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roufly  carried  on.  The  Burgundians  were  d.D.up 9 
polled  on  that  fide  of  the  Town  next  laBeauJfe ;  A  gH  6 
but  ftill  their  united  Forces  not  being  fufficient 
to  block  up  the  City  entirely,  the  Befiegers 
built  Forts  and  Redoubts  at  little  Diilances 
round  the  Town,  the  better  to  prevent  any 
Supplies  being  thrown  into  the  Place  ;  tho’ 
there  ftill  remain’d  fuch  Intervals  as  a  refolute 
Body  of  Men  might  force  their  way  through  ; 
and  there  feldom  pafs’d  a  Day  without  Skir- 
mifhes  between  the  Troops  lodg’d  in  thofe 
Forts,  and  the  Enemy’s  Parties  who  came  to 
bring  the  befieg’d  Relief.  Indeed  the  Englijh 
and  Burgundians  were  in  a  manner  befieg’d 
themfelves  byCbarles’s  more  numerous  Forces, 
who  frequently  cut  off  their  Provifions,  and  at¬ 
tack’d  the  Convoys  that  were  fent  to  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  Camp.  The  Regent  it  feems  forefeeing 
the  Difficulties  that  would  attend  this  Siege, 
had  always  oppos’d  the  Undertaking  •,  but 
fince  the  Generals  had  engag’d  in  it,  he  did 
ail  he  could  to  fupport  the  Befiegers.  In  Lent 
particularly  he  lent  them  a  large  Quantity  of 
Provifions  from  Paris ,  convoy’d  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  Sir  John  Faljlaff  and  feventeen  hundred 
Men,  who  being  attack’d  by  the  Earl  of 
Clermont ,  one  of  Charles's  Generals,  with  three 
thoufand  Men  near  Orleans ,  Sir  John  defeated 
the  Earl  and  fecur’d  his  Provifions,  which 
confifting  chiefly  of  Herrings  and  other  faked  TheBat- 
Fifh,  this  Engagement  was  call’d  the  Battel  tel  of  Her- 
of  Herrings.  But  notwithstanding  the  Supe-  rinZs- 
riority  the  French  had  in  the  Field,  and  the 
Difficulties  the  Befiegers  underwent,  the  Gar- 
rifon  forefeeing  they  could  not  hold  out  long, 
offer’d  to  furrender  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  ■, 
which  the  Duke  of  Bedford  being  acquainted 
\vith,  would  not  conlent  to,  but  faid,  he 

U  2  hop’d 
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jj.D.  1429  hop’d  they  did  not  expedt  he  fhould  beat  the 
h  6  Bufh  and  fuffer  others  to  run  away  with  the 
Game.  As  the  War  had  been  carry’d  on 
chiefly  by  the  Englijh ,  and  they  had  endur’d 
a  Winter’s  Campaign  to  make  themfelves 
Mailers  of  this  City,  there  was  no  Reafon 
they  fhould  refign  their  Conquefts  to  another. 

,  n  This  Anfwer  had  the  Effedt  the  French  pro- 
gttndianl "  pos’d  *,  for  it  fo  difgufted  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
quit  the  gundy ,  that  he  immediately  withdrew  his 
Siege.  Troops  from  before  the  Place,  and  left  the 
Englijh  Army  to  carry  on  the  Siege  as  they 
could  with  nine  or  ten  thoufand  Men. 

As  it  was  impofiible  in  thefe  Circumftances 
to  prevent  the  throwing  Succours  into  Orleans, 
the  Garrifon  foon  became  as  numerous  as  the 
Befiegers,  and  Charles  commanded  an  Army 
double  their  Number  in  the  Neighbourhood  ; 
but  the  French  flill  remain’d  fodifpirited  that 
they  could  hardly  be  prevail’d  on  to  engage 
th zEngliJh,  till  ibrne  of  their  Generals  hit  upon 
a  lucky  Expedient  to  animate  their  Troops. 
The  Maid  'j'hey  brought  a  young  Maid  to  Charles ,  who 
raifcthe^  PreCended  ?nc  was  ^enC  h'om  Heaven  to  deliver 
Courage  of  Orleans  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh.  She 
the  French,  was  naturally  bold  and  daring  to  a  degree  of 
Madnefs  ;  and  they  had  taught  her  the  Exer- 
cife  of  Arms,  and  in flrubted  her  in  Military 
Difoipline,  which  fhe  was  fuppos’d  to  have  by 
Infpiration.  The  Court  as  well  as  the  com¬ 
mon  People  believ’d,  or  pretended  to  believe, 
fhe  was  fent  from  Heaven  for  their  Pro- 
teclion,  and  every  Soldier  defir’d  to  march 
under  her  Colours  to  the  Relief  of  Orleans. 
Charles  hereupon  detach’d  fourteen  or  fifteen 
thoufand  Men,  under  the  Command  of  his  I 
molt  experienc’d  Generals,  to  Orleans ,  who; 
found  no  Difficulty  in  entering  the  'Eown  on 
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that  fide  that  was  open  to  them,  which  was  ^.D.1429 

however  look’d  upon  as  a  mold  daring  Enter- 

prize,  and  the  Succefs  of  it  deem’d  miracu- 

lous  by  Charles's,  Party.  And  now  the  Gar- 

rifon  being  almoft  three  times  the  Number  of 

the  Befiegers,  they  ventur’d,  with  the  holy 

Maid  at  the  Head  of  them,  to  attack  the 

Forts  and  Redoubts  in  which  the  Englijh  had 

fortify’d  themfelves,  and  carry’d  feveral  of 

them,  which  was  afcrib’d  to  the  Divine  Power  , 

that  every  where  attended  this  Virgin.  Cer-  The  siege, 

tain  it  is,  the  Englijk  being  out  of  all  Hopes  of Orleans 

of  taking  Orleans ,  rais’d  the  Siege  and  march’d 

off  in  good  Order  with  eight  or  ten  thoufand 

Men,  being  all  the  Forces  they  had  there,  on 

the  28th  of  May  and  tho’  their  Number  was 

fo  very  fmall,  the  Courage  of  the  French  was 

not  yet  fo  far  rais’d  as  to  venture  to  attack 

them  in  their  Retreat. 

The  raifing  the  Siege  of  Orleans  however 
gave  the  Maud  a  mighty  Reputation  •,  and  the 
Duke  of  Alenfon  defeating  a  Detachment  of  TlieBattei 
the  Englijh  Troops  at  Paitai ,  where  the  Lords  0f  pattai 
F albot  and  Seale  were  made  Prifoners,  as  the  Earl  of 
Earl  of  Suffolk  had  been  a  little  before  in  the  Suffolk  an^ 
Town  of  Gergeau ,  confirm’d  the  People  in 
the  Divinity  of  her  Miffion  ;  and  the  French  foners. 
who  had  taken  the  Oaths  to  King  Henry  made 
no  fcruple  to  come  over  to  Charles's  Party, 
pretending  they  were  abfolv’d  from  their 
Oaths  by  Heaven  itfelf,  which  had  wrought 
fo  many  Miracles  by  the  Hands  of  the  holy 
Maid,  to  convince  them  of  their  Duty  to 
Charles  their  natural  Sovereign. 

The  Dauphin  finding  his  Affairs  fo  much 
improv’d  by  means  of  this  Impoftor,  was  Charles 
prevail’d  on  by  her  to  march  crofs  theCountry  Crown’d 
as  far  as  Rbebns  to  be  Crown’d  a  fecond  time,  at  RhetmF 

this 
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J.D.  1430  this  being  the  City  where  the  French  Mo- 

* - -  narchs  ufually  are  anointed,  and  this  ftill  gave 

him  a  greater  Reputation.  Many  Cities  im- 
mediately  declar’d  for  him,  and  it  was  with 
Difficulty  the  Regent  maintain’d  himfelf  in 
Paris.  But  after  all  thefe  Succeffes  which  had 
been  afcrib’d  to  the  Divine  Maid,  fhe  was 
taken  Prifoner  in  the  Year  1430,  and  burnt 
as  a  Witch  at  Rouen.  A  further  Account  of 
this  Impoiror  will  be  found  in  the  Modern 
Hiftory  of  France ,  Vol.  XII.  I  fhall  only 
therefore  tranfcribe  part  of  a  Letter  we  meet 
with  among  Rymer’s  Acts  of  State ,  to  fhew 
what  Opinion  the  Duke  of  Bedford  himfelf 
had  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans. 

Dake  of  Super  Morte  Comitis  Sarum  Super  Incanta- 
BedforcC s  mentis  Diabolicce  Fcemince  quam  Puellam  nuncu- 
Le  tier  con-  pant  &  de  Statu  tunc  Rerum  in  Francia  inter 
ceming  al\a  ]0Ce.c  memorantur  Buds  Be  df or  dice  ad  Regem 

tfOrielt.  Verba:  Videlicet. 

And  alle  thing  there  profpered  for  you  til 
. — — — •  the  Tyme  of  the  Siege  of  Orleans  taken  in 
A.  hand  God  knoweth  by  what  Advis. 

At  the  whiche  Tyme  after  the  Adventure 
Titul  E.p  filling  to  the  Perfone  of  my  Coufin  Salisbury 
whom  God  affoille,  there  Telle,  by  the  hand  of 
God  as  it  feemeth  a  greet  Strook  upon  your 
Peuple  that  was  aflembled  there  in  grete 
nombre,  caufed  in  grete  Partie  as  y  trowe 
of  lakke  of  fadde  Beleve  and  of  unlevefulle 
doubte  that  thei  hadde  of  a  Difciple  and 
Ly  me  of  the  Feende  called  the  Pucelle  that 
ufed  fals  Enchauntements  and  Sorcerie. 

The  whiche  Strooke  and  Difcomfiture 
nought  oonly  Iffed  in  grete  Partie  the  Nom¬ 
bre  of  youre  Peuple  there  but  as  well  with- 

drowe 
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drowe  the  Courage  of  the  Remenant  in  mer-  ^  1X1430 
veillous  wyfe  and  couraiged  youre  Adverfe  9  #.  6- 
Partie  and  Enemys  to  affemble  hem  forth-  ^VVii 
with  in  grete  Nombre,  iPc.  Yhe  reft  of  the 
Letter  is  not  legible 


The  Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Burgundy  how-  K.  Henry 
ever  being  reconcil’d,  things  began  to  put  on 
another  Face,  many  of  the  Towns  which  had  ^jpraactm 
revolted  to  Charles  were  retaken  again  ;  and 
King  Henry  having  been  firft  Crown’d  at 
Weftminfter  on  the  fixth  of  November  1429, 
came  over  to  France  in  April  following  to  be 
Crown’d  there.  He  refided  at  Rouen  about 
fix  Months,  till  Forces  were  levy’d  in  England 
to  attend  him  to  his  Coronation  *,  for  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  great  Numbers  of  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  who  had  been  retain’d  for  this  Ser¬ 
vice,  abfconded  and  refus’d  to  go  over,  being 
terrify’d  at  the  Succefles  of  the  Maid  of  Or¬ 
leans,  whom  they  look’d  upon  to  be  arm’d 
with  a  fupernatural  Power  ;  and  this  was  the 
Reafon  poffibly  that  the  Impoftor  being  made 
Prifoner,  was  afterwards  burnt  in  the  City  of 
Rouen.  But  to  proceed,  the  King  was  con¬ 
duced  from  thence  by  a  ftrong  Detachment 
of  the  Army  to  Paris ,  attended  by  the  Car¬ 
dinal  of  Winchefter ,  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
many  other  of  the  Erglijh  Nobility,  and  was 
Crown’d  in  that  City  by  the  Cardinal  on  the- 
17th  of  December  1430  ;  foon  after  which  his 
'Highnefs  fet  out  for  England ,  and  arriv’d 
there  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1431. 

Before  I  proceed  further,  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  take  fome  further  Notice  of  Mifun-  tweentlie 
derftandings  that  Fill  continu’d  in  the  Englifh  Duke  of 
Court  between  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier  and  the  Ghucepr 
Cardinal  of  Winchefter ,  which  occafion’d  per-  cardinal  of 

petual  Wintbefttr. 
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A.D.i^o  petual  Contentions  in  the  Council,  and  no 
jY  H  ^  doubt  were  very  Prejudicial  to  the  King’s  Af- 

S  rn  <  Mn  rt  ►  I _ I  M  \  V*  y-v  ^-1  I  U  B  .  1  .  -J  .  m  1 
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fairs  at  Home  and  Abroad.  The  Cardinal, 
’tis  faid,  affuming  hill  a  greater  Authority 
upon  his  Advancement  to  that  Dignity,  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  took  all  Opportunities  to 
mortify  him  :  He  aflerted,  that  the  Cardinal’s 
Cap  was  inconfiftent  with  his  enjoying  an  Eng- 
lijh  Bifhoprick,  and  propos’d  his  being  de¬ 
priv’d  of  the  latter  ;  and  tho’  he  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  this,  yet  he  prevented  the  Cardinal’s 
acting  as  Bifhop  of  Winchefter  at  the  Feftival 
of  the  Garter  on  St.  George's  Day  the  prefent 
Year. 

Soon  after  the  Cardinal  was  made  General 
of  a  Crufado  againft  the  Bohemian  Hereticks 
the  Hujfites  by  the  Pope,  with  a  Defign,  as 
Froteftants  ’tis  fuppos’d,  to  divert  the  Englijh  from  pro- 
&fBohemia.  fecuting  the  War  in  France ;  but  when  the 
Forces  were  rais’d,  fuch  was  the  declining 
Condition  of  the  King’s  Affairs  in  France ,  that 
the  Council  found  a  Neceffity  of  employing 
them  there  ;  and  the  Cardinal  himfelf  con- 
fented  to  ferve  with  them  in  France  under  the 
The  Pro-  Duke  of  Bedford.  Afterwards  it  appears  that 
te&orlhip  the  Cardinal  procur’d  the  Prote£lorfhip  to  be 
declar’d  void  upon  the  King’s  Coronation  ; 
but  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  had  ftill  Intereft 
enough  in  the  Council  to  get  himfelf  confti- 
tuted  Guardian  and  Lieutenant  of  England  in 
the  King’s  Abfence.  The  Cardinal  alfo  in¬ 
filled  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  ought  no 
longer  to  a<5t  as  Regent  of  France  while  the 
King  was  there,  his  Intention  in  which  was 
the  fame  as  in  depriving  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler 
of  the  Proteftorfhip  of  England ,  namely, 
that  he  might  "have  the  greater  Stroke  in  Af¬ 
fairs  of  State,  as  Governor  to  the  young 
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King  ;  for  his  Highnefs  is  faid  to  have  taken 
the  Government  into  his  Hands  at  his  Coro¬ 
nation,  tho’  he  was  then  but  about  nine 
Years  of  Age,  and  confequently  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  rhe  Government  would  in  a  great 
Meafure  be  lodg’d  in  the  Cardinal  and  the 
King’s  other  Governor  the  Earl  of  Warwick. 

On  the  other  hand,  during  the  Cardinal’s 
Abfence  in  France ,  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler 
fuggefted  to  the  Council  that  he  defign’d  to 
defert  the  King’s  Service  there  and  come  over 
to  England  and  raife  Difturbances  here  under 
Colour  of  the  Pope’s  Authority.  He  alfo  re¬ 
new’d  his  Propofal  for  depriving  the  Cardinal 
of  his  Biffioprick,  affirming  that  the  fame 
Perfon  cou’d  not  beCardinal  and  Biffiop ;  but 
the  Council  refus’d  to  determine  anything  in 
that  Matter  ’till  the  Cardinal  return’d  and 
was  heard,  and  the  Cardinal  appear’d  to 
have  fuch  an  Intereft  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  that  they  addrefs’d  the  King  that  in 
confideration  of  his  great  Services  to  the  State 
he  would  give  him  a  full  Pardon  for  all  Of¬ 
fences  he  might  have  committed  againft  the 
Statutes  of  Provifors. 

The  Cardinal  afterwards  being  upon  a 
Journey  to  Rome,  and  already  arriv’d  in  Flan¬ 
ders ,  the. Duke  of  Gloucejler  charg’d  him  in 
the  Council  with  High  Treafon,  and  order’d 
his  Baggage  to  be  Hopp’d  at  Sandwich ,  in 
which  he  alledg’d  there  were  feveral  of  the 
Crown  Jewels.  Whereupon  the  Cardinal  re¬ 
turn’d  in  hafte  to  England ,  and  took  his  Seat 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  declaring  he  was  come 
to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  Charge  of  High 
Treafon,  which  he  heard  had  been  exhibited 
againft  him.  And  theDuke  of  Gloucejler  not  at¬ 
tempting  to  prove  the  Charge,  his  Eminence 
Vol.  XVIII.  X  was 
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A.D.i^i  was  declar’d  innocent,  for  which  he  return’d 
j  lQ  H  q  Thanks  to  the  Houle,  from  whom  he  receiv’d 
a  Declaration  in  Writing  that  he  had  prov’d 
The  Car-  himfelf  a  loyal  Subject.  And  the  Cardinal  af- 
dmal  gets  terwards  offering  to  lend  the  King  fix  thoufand 
£heDuke°f  P°unck,  and  to  forbear  the  calling  in  thirteen 
of  Glou-  thoufand  more,  which  the  Council  had  bor- 
cejler.  row’d  of  him,  his  Baggage  was  order’d  to  be 
return’d,  and  Leave  given  him  to  carry  over 
Jewels  to  the  Value  of  5oooMarksand  10,000 
Pounds  in  Money.  And  thus  the  Cardinal  by 
the  Influence  of  his  greatWealth,  in  a  neceffi- 
tous  State,  triumph’d  over  his  Adverfaries. 
The  Me-  Another  thing  which  deferves  to  be  taken 
fm°a  Sol-3'  Notice  of  in  this  Reign  is,  the  Method  of 
dim  and  raifing  Soldiers  and  paying  them,  which  was 
paying  as  follows  •,  the  Council  were  empower’d  by 
them  in  tjie  Parliament  to  borrow  Money  in  the  King’s 
t  15  e,§  •  Name  ;  and  then  they  agreed  with  Noble¬ 
men  and  other  Officers  of  the  Army  to  bring 
a  certain  Number  of  Men  into  the  Field  •,  for 
Inftance,  they  agreed  with  the  Earl  of  Salis¬ 
bury^  that  on  his  finding  600  Men  at  Arms 
and  1700  Archers,  he  fliou’d  receive  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Rates  (viz.)  himfelf  6  s.  8  d.  per  Di¬ 
em ,  for  every  Knight  Banneret  4  Shillings,  for 
every  Knight  Batchelor  2  Shillings,  for  every 
Man  at  Arms  12  Pence,  and  for  every  Archer 
6  Pence  per  diem.  See  Rymer* s  Adis  of  State 
Vol.  10.  p.  392. 

This  Year  an  A 61  was  pafs’d,  that  no  Per- 
fon  fhou’d  vote  at  an  Election  of  Knight  of 
the  Shire  who  was  not  feiz’d  of  forty  Shillings 
per  Annum  Freehold,  whereas  before  every 
Freeholder,  how  fmall  foever  his  Tenement 
was,  had  a  Voice. 

In  the  1  ith  Year  of  this  Reign  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  came  from  France  again,  and  took  his 
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Seat  in  Parliament,  declaring  he  was  come  A.D.  143 2 
over  to  take  care  of  the  King’s  Perfon,  j  iiH  f 
and  to  juftify  himfelf  before  them,  it  having 
been  reported  that  the  King’s  Loflfes  in  France  The  Duke 
were  occafion’d  by  his  Default  or  Negligence,  of  Bedford 
But  the  Chancellor  in  the  Name  of  the  King  ^onEs  °ve* 
anfwer’d,  that  his  Highnefs  efleem’d  him  a  a^ai3”^  a'“ 
true  and  faithful  Subjedt,  and  gave  him  his 
hearty  Thanks  for  coming  over.  In  the  fame 
Parliament  the  Commons  came  up  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  by  their  Speaker  declar’d 
their  Satisfaction  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s 
Conduit  in  the  French  War,  particularly  at 
the  Bittel  of  Vernevil,  and  in  his  prudent 
'Government  of  the  Realm,  and  petition’d 
the  King,  that  he  might  remain  about  his 
Perfon  for  that  End,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  Duke  thereupon  made  a  confiderable  ftay 
in  England. 

<  The  Duke  of  Bedford  afterwards  declar’d, 
that  as  he  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucefler  as 
principal  Councilors  had  fome  Years  the  Fee 
bf  8000  Marks  per  Annum ,  at  others  6000, 
fometimes  5000,  and  at  others  4000  Marks, 
he  fhould  defire  only  1000  Marks  per  Annum 
ror  the  future,  500  /.  for  his  Paffage  to  Eng- 
1 and ,  and  as  much  for  his  Re-paflage.  After 
which  the  Commons  having  given  the  neceffa- 
•y  Supplies,  the  Council  were  empower’d  to 
oorrow  on  them  the  Sum  of  100,000  Marks. 

It  appears  by  the  Records  of  Parliament 
Fat  the  Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Gloncefer  were 
ionftantJy  oppofed  by  the  Cardinal  of  Win- 
■ hefter ,  the  Arch-Bifhop -and  Bifnops  in  the 
Council,  who  did  their  utmoft  to  hinder 
:he  Succefs  of  the  Englijh  Arms  in  France ,  and 
0  put  an  end  to  the  War  :  Thefe  Prelates 
uad  fuch  an  Influence  both  in  the  Council  and 
X  2  the 
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j3.D.  143Z  the  Houfes  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  Abfence, 
that  he  found  it  neceflfary  to  fpend  fome  time 
here  in  order  to  preferve  the  good  Opinion  of 
the  King  and  the  Nation ;  but  to  return  to 

France. 

There  happen’d  an  Infur redtion  of  the  Pea- 
fants  in  Normandy  in  the  Year  1433,  which 
very  much  endanger’d  the  Englijh  Govern¬ 
ment  *,  but  it  was  fupprefs’d  in  the  Bud  by  the 
Earl  of  Arundel ,  and  was  not  attended  with 
.  any  other  ill  Confequences  than  the  Lofs  of 
Dieppe  and  Harfleur.  About  the  fame  Time 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  having  buried  his  Dutchefs 
Anne  of  Burgundy ,  married  the  Lady  Jaque - 
lina,  Daughter  of  the  Earl  of  St.  Paul-,  which 
The  Duke  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  took  upon  him  to  re¬ 
ef  Burgun-  jfent}  becaufe  he  was  not  acquainted  with 
it*  Earl  St.  Paul  being  his  Vaffal. 
J  e  But  it  is  evident  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
was  now  looking  out  for  fome  Pretence  to 
break  with  the  Englifb,  and  if  he  had  not  met 
with  this,  wou’d  have  found  lomething  elfe  to 
have  quarrel’d  with  them  about*,  for  at  this 


T  treaty 
with 

Charles , 


Enters  into  time  he  enter’d  into  a  fecret  and  feparateTrea- 
a  fepaiate  ty  wjth  Charles  the  Dauphin,  who  gave  him 
his  own  Terms.  By  this  Treaty  Charles  dif- 
avow’d  the  Murder  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy’s 
Father,  promis’d  to  deliver  up  the  Murder¬ 
ers,  to  found  Chapels  to  pray  for  the  Soul  of 
the  deceas’d  Duke,  to  eredt  a  Crofs  upon 
Mont  ere  an  Bridge  as  a  Monument  of  the  Mur¬ 
der,  and  engag’d  to  pay  the  Duke  fifty  thou-' 
fand  Marks  beiides  the  Charges  of  the  War, 
and  relinquifh  the  Homage  due  for  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  the  Duke  pofTefs’d.  However,  to 
blind  the  World,  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  pro¬ 
pos’d  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  be  held  at 
Arras  between  the  EngliJJo  and  the  Duke  of 

Burgundy  1 
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Burgundy  on  one  fide,  and  Charles  the  Dau-  ^^-1434 
phin  of  the  other,  to  which  the  Pope,  the  jlH^ 
General  Council,  and  molt  of  the  Princes  of 
Europe  fent  their  AmbafTadors.  The  Duke  T heEng- 
of  Orleans  pretended,  it  feems,  he  had  Au-  °ver- 
thority  from  Charles  to  allure  the  Englijh  he 
would  be  content  with  fome  of  the  Provinces  0f  Orleans 
and  acknowledge  King  Henry  to  be  King  of  and  Bur- 
France ,  which  was  done  only  -to  amufe  the 
Englijh  till  the  Dauphin  and  Burgundy  had'per- 
fedted  their  Negotiation,  for  when  the  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  met  at  Arras  the  French  refus’d  to 
yield  up  any  thing  more  than  Normandy  and 
Guienne ,  which  the  Englijh  were  already  in 
Poffeflion  of  (befides  Fans  and  feveral  other 
Provinces,)  and  that  even  thefe  Ihould  be  held 
of  Charles  as  King  of  France.  Whereupon  the 
Englijh  Plenipotentiaries  broke  up  the  Confe¬ 
rences  without  returning  any  Anfwer  to  the  in- 
foient  Demand;  which  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
made  his  Pretence  for  deferring  the  Englijh , 
tho’  his  Agreement  with  Charles  had  been 
concluded  fome  time  before  the  Congrefs  at 
Arras. 

In  the  mean  time  there  were  no  great  Ar-  35 

mies  on  Foot  on  either  fide  in  France ,  but  - — 

Murders,  Rapine,  and  Plundering  were  fre-  Ai^H.  6 
quent  in  every  part  of  the  Kingdom ;  fome 
Skirmifhes  alfo  happen’d  between  fmall  Par-  France. 
ties,  in  one  of  which  the  Earl  of  Arundel  was  The  Earl 
kill’d;  whereupon  the  Lord  Talbot ,  who  had  Arundel 
lately  been  exchang’d,  was  fent  over  to  kl!l 
France  with  three  or  four  thoufand  Men,  who 
retook  feveral  Towns  from  the  French.  But 
befides  the  Defection  of  the  Duke  of  Burgun¬ 
dy ,  the  Englijh  receiv’d  another  great  Lofs 
in  the  Perfon  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  who 
died  this  Year  at  Rouen  ;  a  Nobleman  who  0f  Bedford 

had  dies. 
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had  all  the  Qualifications  requifite  to  form  a 
great  Prince,  who  with  lefs  than  thirty  thou- 


'a/VV  ^anc^  Men,  a°d  very  flender  Supplies  main¬ 
tain’d  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Englijh  in  moft 
of  the  Provinces  in  France  for  twelve  Years, 
notwithftanding  the  Dilfentions  in  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  Court,  and  the  Treachery  of  their  Bur¬ 
gundian  Allies.  He  was  buried  in  the  Great 
Church  of  Rotten,  and  had  a  magnificentTomb 
eredfed  to  his  Memory,  which  Lewis  XI. 
taking  a  View  of  fome  Years  afterwards, 
his  Courtiers  propos’d  the  demolifhing  it, 
that  it  might  no  longer  remain  a  Monument 
of  the  Weaknefs  of  their  Nation.  But  the 
King  order’d  it  to  ftand,  looking  upon  it  as 
an  Argument  of  a  mean  Spirit  to  deftroy  the 
Trophies  of  a  Prince  after  his  Death,  before 
whom  the  Nation  bow’d  and  trembled  while 
he  was  alive. 

At  the  Parliament  holden  at  JVejtminfier , 
the  14th  of  Henry  VI.  the  Chancellor 
open’d  the  Seflions  with  a  Speech,  wherein 
Parliament  he  fhew’d  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  who 


The  State 
of  the  Na¬ 
tion  laid 
before  the 


had  taken  the  Oaths  to  the 


King 


as  King  of 


France,  had  revolted  •,  that  he  had  without  the 
King’s  Knowledge,  appointed  a  Congrefs  at 
Arras,  where  the  French  only  fcoff’d  at  the 
reafonable  Terms  offer’d  by  the  Englijh,  and 
that  thereupon  the  Congrefs  broke  up,  and 
it  appear’d  that  Burgundy  had  made  a  feparate 
Treaty  with  France  •,  the  Advice  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  was  demanded  therefore,  on  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  Affairs.  Whereupon  the 
Commons  gave  fuch  Supplies  as  they  law  fit. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  was  fucceeded  in  the 
Regency  of  France  by  the  Duke  of  York,  but 
the  fending  over  the  new  Regent  was  fo  long 
delay’d,  that  the  Affairs  of  the  Englijh  buf¬ 
fer’d 
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fer’d  very  much  in  the  mean  time;  for  the  ^D.1436 

Duke  of  Burgundy  having  join’d  his  Troops  - - - 

with  thofe  of  Charles ,  their  united  Forces 
march’d  up  to  Paris ,  where  they  found  the 
Parifiens  ready  to  open  the  Gates  to  them  ; 
and  the  Englijh  Garrifon  confiding  but  of 
fifteen  hundred  Men,  the  Governor  was  not 
able  to  prevent  that  City’s  falling  into  the  Paris  loft. 
Hands  of  the  Enemy.  Whereupon  he  retir’d 
into  the  Bajlile ,  and  made  Terms  with  them, 
and  was  luffer’d  to  march  away  with  Arms 
and  Baggage.  The  Englijh  were  now  weary 
of  the  War,  and  gave  very  flender  Supplies 
to  fupport  it,  which  with  the  Revolt  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy ,  is  fuppos’d  to  have  broke 
the  late  Regent’s  Heart  ;  tho’  fome  have  fug- 
gefted,  that  it  was  not  fo  much  the  Averfion 
of  the  People  to  that  Service,  as  the  Fadtion 
rais’d  by  the  Cardinal  of  IVincheJler  againft 
the  two  Brothers,  Bedford  and  Gloucejler , 
which  was  the  Occafion  of  the  ill  Succefs  of 
the  Englijh  Affairs  in  France. 

Upon  the  new  Regent’s  coming  over,  he  The  Duke 
drove  the  French  out  of  Normandy :  And  the  of  Bwgun- 
Duke  of  Burgundy  afterwards  laying  Siege  to  4  f°rc’d  w 
Calais,  was  forc’d  to  raife  it,  upon  the  ap-  siege1  of 
proach  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  who  over-  Calais. 
run  Flanders ,  Artois ,  and  Hainault ,  and  car-  The  Duke 
ried  away  twelve  hundred  W aggon  Loads  of  Glou~ 
Plunder  out  of  his  Territories,  and  Burgundy's  dere 
Subjects  made  fuch  frequent  Infurredlions  af-  Country, 
terwards,  that  he  was  not  at  leifure  to  give 
Sharks  much  Afiiftance  ;  fo  that  had  it  not 
seen  for  the  Fadlions  among  the  Englijh, 

:hey  would  probably  have  recover’d  great 
aart  of’what  they  had  loft  in  France. 

James  King  of  Scotland ,  it  appears,  foon  for¬ 
got  hisPromifesand  Engagements  to  England, 

for 
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for  thisYear  he  married  his  Daughter  theTrin- 
cefs Margaret  to  Charles's,  eldeft  Son,  now  ftil’d 
Dauphin  of  France ,  and  fent  over  frefh  Rein¬ 
forcements  to  his  Father,  which  were  extreme¬ 
ly  prejudicial  to  the  Englijh  Affairs  there. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  Year, 
died  the  two  Dowager  Queens,  viz.  Joanna , 
the  Widow  of  Henry  IV.  and  Katherine  of 
France ,  who  after  the  Death  of  her  firft  Hus¬ 
band  Henry  V.  had  married  Owen  Tudor ,  a 
private  Gentleman  of  Wales ,  by  whom  fhe 
had  three  Sons,  viz.  Edmund ,  Jafper ,  and 
Owen.  Edmund ,  the  eldeft,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Richmond ,  married  Margaret ,  only  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  from  whom 
defcended  King  Henry  VII.  Notwithstanding 
Owen  Tudor  had  married  Queen  Katherine  in 
Contempt  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament  made 
on  purpofe  to  prevent  it,  I  don’t  find  the 
Government  gave  him  any  Uneafinefs  on  that 
Score,  during  the  Queen’s  Life  ;  but  as  foon 
as  fhe  died,  he  was  committed  to  Newgate , 
from  whence  he  would  not  have  been  releas’d, 
probably,  if  he  had  not  made  his  Efcape. 
He  was  retaken  and  committed  to  Newgate 
a  fecond  time,  what  became  of  him  after¬ 
wards,  does  not  appear  •,  tho’  fome  miftaking 
him  for  his  Son  Owen ,  relate  he  was  beheaded 
Anno  1460.  The  King  of  Scots ,  who  was 
now  entirely  in  the  French  Intereft,  and  pre¬ 
paring  to  fend  over  frefh  Supplies  to  France , 
was  barbarouQy  murder’d  in  his  Bed  by  fome 
AfTafiins,  hir’d  by  his  Uncle  the  Earl  of  A- 
thol,  .  and  the  Queen  was  wounded,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  fave  his  Life.  He  left  one  Son,  an 
Infant  of  feven  Years  old,  under  the  Guar- 
dianfhip  of  his  Mother,  who  being  an  Englijh 
Lady,  concluded  a  Truce  with  King  Henry  for 
nine  Years,  not  long  afterwards.  This 
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This  Year  a  Famine,  and  after  that  the  ^-£>.143 8 
Plague,  raging  both  in  England  and  France ,  j  ~~ 

there  happen’d  fcarce  any  Tranfadtions,  either 
at  Home  or  Abroad  worth  relating.  The  A  Famine 
whole  Attention  of  the  People  of  both  King-  and  Plague 
tioms  feems  to  have  been  taken  up  in  guard¬ 
ing  againfl  thefe  terrible  Calamities.  The 
Duke  of  Burgundy  indeed  rais’d  an  Army,  The  Duke 
and  made  another  Attempt  to  take  Calais  of  Bur - 
he  had  form’d  a  Project  to  drown  part  of  the  %und)  at.' 
Town,  by  digging  thro’  a  Bank  and  letting  vahfto1” 
in  the  Sea  ;  but  his  Engineers  were  deceiv’d  tak ^Calais 
in  their  Expedtations,  and  the  Duke  was  ob¬ 
lig’d  to  retire  and  leave  Calais  in  the  fame 
State  he  found  it.  He  afterwards  befisg’d 
Guifnes,  but  with  no  better  Succefs.  The 
Prince  was  Jealous  of  the  Neighbourhood  of 
the  Englifh ,  who  might  at  any  time  from  Ca¬ 
lais. ,  over-run  the  Provinces  of  Artois  and 
Flanders ,  which  had  induc’d  both  the  Duke 
and  his  Father  often  to  attack  the  Englifh 
Territories  on  that  fide,  in  order  to  drive 
them  from  the  Continent,  but  they  were  ne¬ 
ver  able  to  efi’edt  their  Purpofe: 

Meaux  was  befieg’d  by  the  Conftable  Gf 
Franc e  the  following  Year,  who  having  j  lSH 6 

taken  it  by  Storm,  hang’d  up  Monfieur  Han , 

'  the  Governor,  becaufe  he  was  a  Native  of  Meaux  ta- 
;  France-,  which,  ’tisjuflly  obfsrv’d,  the  French  p';n tilc 
’  durft  not  have  done,  if  the  Englifh  Affairs  'cMJ' 

■  had  not  been  upon  the  decline  in  that  King- 
:  bom.  The  Confiable  afterwards  befieg’d 
'  Avranches ,  which  was  reliev’d  by  the  brave 
'Talbot,  who  afterwards  retook  the  Town  of  HarjUur 
r  Harfleur,  and  almoft  clear’d  Normandy  of^^by 

■  the  French.  Dieye  was  now  the  only  Town  “  J°' 

■they  held  there,  and  this  he  efredted  with  an 

Army  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  Men,  while  the 
:  Yol.XVIH.  Y  French 
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A.D.  1440  French  were  four  times  his  Number  in  the 
Field.  From  whence  it  appears  that  the 
Englijh  were  not  yet  thofe  difpirited  Creatures, 
Jdapin,  and  fome  other  French  Writers  would 
reprefent  them.  It  was  the  Divifions  and 
Fadions  in  the  Court  of  England ,  and  not  the 
French  Arms,  that  drove  the  Englijh  out  of 
France.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  lo  ap- 
prehenfive  that  the  Englijh  would  Hill  prevail, 
that  he  procur’d  another  Treaty  of  Peace  to 
be  let  on  Foot  this  Year  near  Calais  where 
the  Council  of  England  confented,  that  the 
Dukes  of  Orleans  and  Bretagne  fhould  be  Me¬ 
diators,  notwithftanding  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cejler  protelled  againft  it.  The  Duke  of  Bur- 
A  Truce  gundy  had  theAddrels  to  procure  a  long  T ruce 
with  Bur-  with  England ,  for  his  own  Subjects,  at  this 
gundy  and  time  ;  and  obtain’d  the  Duke  of  Orleans's 
iUnen-  Liberty,  who  had  been  Prifoner  in  England 
five  and  twenty  Years.  But  the  French  and 
Englijh  came  to  no  Agreement. 

Tumultu-  The  Elections  for  Members  of  Parliament 
ous  Ele&i-  were  contefted  with  great  warmth  this  Year, 
ons-  and  the  returning  Officers,  fo  terrify’d  by  the 
Tumults  that  were  rais’d  on  thele  Occafions, 
that  fome  of  them  duril  make  no  return,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  County  of  Cambridge ,  where 
Gilbert  More ,  Sheriff,  having  made  no  Re¬ 
turn,  was  order’d  by  the  Parliament,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  a  new  Election,  and  make  Procla¬ 
mation  that  no  Perlon  Ihould  come  arm’d 
thereto.  An  Ad  alfo  pals’d  in  this  Parlia¬ 
ment,  declaring  it  to  be  Felony  in  any  Sol¬ 
dier,  retain’d  in  the  King’s  Service,  to  depart 
from  his  Colours. 

The  Car-  The  King  of  England ,  a  pious  but  a  weak . 
iinai  go-  Prince,  was  at  this  time  entirely  govern’d  by  ’ 
verns  the  the  Biffiop  of  IVincheJler  and  the  Clergy,  he  ' 

*"  CQUld.  ’ 
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Could  not  imagine  that  Perfons  of  their  Cha-  A.D.1440 
radter,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  was  to  propagate 
Religion,  would  either  deceive  or  millead 
him.  The  Cardinal  alfo  found  means  to  in- 
Finuate  himfelf  into  his  Favour,  by  lending 
him  Money  from  time  to  time,  when  the 
Diftreffes  of  the  State  were  fuch,  that  the 
Parliament  did  not  grant  him  Supplies  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  Maintenance  of  his  Houfnold. 

He  made  ufe  of  the  Afeendant  he  had  thus 
gain’d  over  the  King  to  inftill  in  him  an  ill 
Opinion  of  his  Uncle  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler , 
insinuating,  that  this  Nobleman  had  an  Eye 
upon  the  Crown,  or  at  lead  defign’d  to  keep 
the  King  always  as  a  Minor,  and  have  the 
Regency  of  the  Kingdom  in  his  own  Hands ; 


nor  had  the  Cardinal  lefs  Influence  on  the 
Council,  than  on  the  King  himfelf.  What¬ 
ever  the  Duke  propos’d,  how  beneficial  fo- 
ever  for  the  State,  was  fure  to  be  oppos’d. 

He  could  not  be  heard,  even  when  he  gave 
the  molt  fubftantial  Reafons  againfl:  releafing 
the  Duke  of  Orleans.  Whereupon  his  Grace 
drew  up  a  Protefl  in  Writing,  wherein  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  Incapacity  of  Charles  the  Duke  of 
French  King  and  hif  Son  the  Dauphin  for  Gloucejler  s 
Government,  was  evident  to  all  the  World;  Reafons 
but  it  was  probable,  that  upon  releafing  the  Kg  [he 
Duke  of  Orleans  the  Adminiftration  would  be  Duke  of 
committed  to  him,  which  muft  be  extremely  Orleans », 
prejudicial  to  England ,  as  he  was  a  Prince  of 
great  Subtilty,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  ill  State  ol  our  Affairs.  That  the  Difien- 
tions  lately  arifen  in  the  French  Court,  be¬ 
tween  the  Dauphin  and  his  Father,  fo  ad- 
vantagious  to  England ,  would  probably  be 
,made  up  by  this  Prince*  That  neither  the 
Englijh  Provinces  in  France  or  Foreign  Prin- 

Y  2 
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ces,  would  have  any  regard  for  the  Englijh, 
when  they  faw  them  fo  weak  as  to  deliver  up 
the  bell  Security  they  had  again  ft  the  Infults 
of  their  Enemies.  That  the  late  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Or¬ 
leans ',  ought  to  be  dreaded,  fince  they  would 
now,  probably,  unite  their  Forces  to  drive 
the  Englijh  out  of  France.  And  as  fome  Strefs 
feem’d  to  be  laid  upon  the  Duke’s  Oath  to 
efpoufe  the  Englijh  Intercft,  he  defir’d  they 
would  have  recourfe  to  the  Civil  Law,  and 
fee  how  far  the  Oath  of  a  Prifoner  ought  to 
be  depended  on.  That  no  Lord  would  care 
to  hazard  his  Perfon  in  the  Service  in  France , 
after  the  Duke  of  Orleans  was  releas’d,  it  be¬ 
ing  doubtful  whether  they  fhould  be  ever  ran- 
fom’d  or  exchang’d.  And  as  it  feem’d  ma- 
nifeft  to  him,  that  the  Enlargement  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  would  prove  the  Lofs  of 
Normandy ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Englijh  Do¬ 
minions  in  France ,  he  defir’d  they  would  con- 
fider  how  they  would  anfwer  it  to  their  Coun¬ 
try,  efpecially  when  the  late  King  had  upon 
his  Death-Bed  prohibited  his  being  releas’d. 
That  he  might  not  therefore  be  charg’d  alter 
his  Death  with  confenting  to  fo  pernicious  a 
Refolution,  he  defir’d  his  Proteftation  might 
be  recorded,  and  a  Copy  of  it  given  him  un¬ 
der  the  Great-Seal,  which  he  obtain’d.  How- 
ver  the  Articles  for  the  releafing  the  Duke  of 
Orleans  were  fign’d  by  the  King  on  the  2d 
of  July,  and  the  Council  fet  his  Ranfom  at 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Crowns, 
and  even  this  was  to  be  forgiven  him,  if  he 
procur’d  a  Peace  between  the  two  Kingdoms. 
But  no  Peace  was  ever  concluded,  nor  per¬ 
haps  ever  heartily  attempted  by  the  Duke  of 
Orleans ,  after  he  had  obtain’d  his  Liberty, 

tho* 
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tho’  this  was  the  principal  Inducement  for  re-  rl.D.  1441 
leafing  h  im.  The  War  being-  renew’d  again  f 
in  the  Ye  ar  1441,  Charles  took  the  Field  in 
Perfon,  and  laid  Siege  to  Pontoife ,  a  Town 
oi  great  Confequence,  not  far  from  Paris> 
into  which  the  brave  Talbot  feveral  times 
threw  Relief  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Torkj  who 
had  been  appointed  Regent  of  France  on 
the  Death  ol  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  compell’d 
Charles  to  raife  the  Siege  and  retire  with  Pre¬ 
cipitation,  However  the  Duke  of  Fork  being 
return’d  to  Normandy ,  Charles  laid  Siege  to  Charles 
Pontoife  again,  and  took  the  Town  by  Storm,  takes  Ptm* 
leading  on  his  Men  in  Perfon  to  the  Breach,  t0‘fe- 
which  gave  him  fome  little  Reputation  a- 
mong  his  Subjedls,  who  had  hitherto  look’d 
upon  him  as  an  indolent  pufillanimousPrince, 

In  the  mean  time  Faction  run  high  in  Eng-  TheDut- 
land,  and  when  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler' s  Ene-  chefs  of 
mies  could  find  nothing  material  to  charge  Ghucejitr 
him  with,  they  endeavour’d  to  wound  him  fo^Sarcaf' 
through  his  Dutchefs.  They  pretended  fhe  * 

•confederated  with  Witches  and  Wizards,  and 
us’d  Enchantments  to  deftroy  the  King  that 
her  Hufband  might  fucoeed  to  the  Crown. 

They  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  hang  up  a  Pried 
and  an  old  Woman,  whom  they  pretended 
fhe  had  applied  to ;  and  the  Dutchefs  herfelf 
was  oblig’d  to  do  publick  Pennance  in  St. 

Paul’s.  Such  Villanies  do  wicked  Courtiers 
perpetrate,  when  they  have  the  Ear  of  a 
weak  Prince,  to  the  ruin  of  the  nobleft  Fa¬ 
milies,  tho’  there  be  not  the  lead  Truth  in 
the  Fa6ts,  or  indeed  any  Colour  for  what 
they  charge  their  Enemies  with.  Had  not 
the  Minidry  been  more  intent  on  worrying; 
thofe  who  oppos’d  their  deftruftive  Projects, 
than  on  the  publick  Good,  they  might  have 

found 
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^.P.1441  found  frequent  Opportunities  of  recovering 
what  theyhad  loft  in  France. Charles  and  hisSon 
c/VV)  t^ie  Dauphin  were  at  perpetual  Variance,  and 
Diviftons  the  whole  Kingdom  almoft  in  a  Confederacy 
intheCourt  againft  the  Father;  but  he  had  the  good 
of  France.  port;une  t0  defeat  the  Defigns  of  the  Conlpi- 
rators  this  Year,  by  bringing  over  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  to  his  Intereft,  who  at  firft  took 
part  with  the  Dauphin. 

A.  D.  14.4.2  The  Diffentions  in  the  French  Court  being 

* — - -  compos’d,  Charles  march’d  into  Guienne ,  and 

A.ziH.b.  relieved  Fartos ,  befieg’d  by  the  Englijh ,  and 
foop  feveral  Towns  from  them  ;  and  the 
Countefs  of  Comminge  dying  about  that  time, 
her  Territories  were  adjudg’d  to  Charles  by 
the  Parliament  of  Fhoiiloufe ,  in  Prejudice  of 
the  Earl  of  Armagnac ,  who  laid  Claim  to 
them.  Whereupon  that  Earl  offer’d  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  King  of  England  for  his  So¬ 
vereign,  and  to  give  him  one  of  his  Daugh¬ 
ters  in  Marriage,  if  he  would  affift  him  in 
the  Recovery  of  his  Rights.  This  was  , 
thought  an  advantagious  Propofal  by  the  , 
The  King  Court  of  England ,  and  the  King  was  foon  , 
contrafted  after  contracted  to  one  of  the  Earl’s  Daugh-  j 
to  the  Earl  ters.  But  the  Dauphin  being  fent  with  an  ) 
Army  into  Gafcony ,  drove  the  Earl  of  Ar-  > 
Daughter,  magnac  out  of  all  his  Territories,  and  having 
treacheroufly  made  him  Prifoner,  carried  j.J 
'The  Eng-  him  with  his  Daughters  to  Paris ,  without  ) 
lijh  fuffer  any  Interruption  from  the  Englijh.  Whereas 
b^driven0  they  horded  that  Earl  timely  Affiftance, 
out  of  his  in  purfuance  of  the  Treaty  theyhad  made  j, 
Country,  with  him,  it  would  have  eftablifh’d  them  in 
Guienne.  ; 

The  Court  of  England  made  a  Diverfiort 
indeed,  when  it  was  too  late,  by  fending 
over  a  Body  of  five  thou  find  Men  to  Nor¬ 
mandy , 


H  E  N  R  Y  VI. 

mandy ,  under  the  Command  of  Talbot ,  lately 
created  Earl  of  Shrewjbury ,  who  bravely  de¬ 
fended  that  Province,  and  laid  Siege  to  Dieye ; 
but  while  he  was  gone  over  to  England ,  to 
folicit  for  a  more  powerful  Reinforcement, 
the  Siege  was  rais’d.  The  Cardinal  and  his 
Party  were  taken  up  with  contriving  the 
Ruin  of  the  Duke  of  Gloncejier  and  his  friends, 
when  they  fhould  have  fupported  the  War 
abroad,  and  had  fo  far  got  the  Afcendant  of 
the  Duke  at  this  time,  that  they  would  fuffer 
none  but  their  own  Creatures  to  have  any 
fhare  in  the  Adminiftration  ;  which  provok’d 
the  Duke  to  exhibit  feveral  Articles  againft 
the  Cardinal,  at  the  Council  Board,  wherein 
he  charges  him  with  the  Breach  of  the  Sta¬ 
tutes  of  Provifors,  and  procuring  Bulls  from 
Rome ,  to  eftablifh  him  in  his  Bilhoprick  con¬ 
trary  to  Law.  That  he  with  the  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  had  feiz’d  upon  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  King’s  Perfon  without  any  Au^ 
thority.  That  he  had  been  inftrumental  in 
the  Duke  of  Orleans' s  Enlargement,  and  in 
reconciling  him  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ,  to 
the  Prejudice  of  the  Kingdom.  That  his 
Friends  only  had  the  Command  of  the  For¬ 
ces  in  France ,  whofe  mean  Abilities  for  that 
Service,  had  occafion’d  the  many  LofTes  the 
ErgUJh  had  fuftain’d  there.  Thefe  were  the 
moft  material  ;  there  were  fome  others  of  lefs 
Confequence,  but  the  Cardinal  had  too  many 
Friends  in  the  Council,  to  fuffer  them  to  be 
proceeded  upon,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  was 
not  only  oblig’d  to  drop  the  Procefs,  but 
daily  receiv’d  frefh  Mortifications  from  his 
Enemies ;  and  the  Cardinal  fecur’d  himfelf 
'againft  any  after  Reckonings,  by  %  Pardon 

he 
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he  procur’d  for  whatever  he  might  have  done 
amifs. 

In  September  this  Year  the  Dutchefs  of  York 
was  brought  to  Bed  of  a  Son  named  Edward , 
who  afterwards  afcended  the  Throne  of  Eng¬ 
land  by  the  Name  of  Edward  IV. 

The  following  Year  was  taken  up  chiefly  in 
Negotiations  between  England  and  France , 
which  ended  in  a  Truce  for  eighteen  Honths, 
and  a  Marriage  between  the  King  of  England 
and  Margaret  of  Anjou ,  the  Daughter  of  Rene 
King  of  Sicily,  a  very  poor  Prince,  who  could 
give  no  Fortune  with  his  Daughter.  On  the 
contrary,  the  French  Court  oblig’d  the  King 
of  England  to  deliver  to  her  Father  the  flrong 
Town  of  Mans ,  with  the  whole  Province  of 
Maine ,  the  very  Barrier  of  Normandy.  The 
Earl  of  Suffolk ,  who  was  the  principal  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  in  this  Treaty,  and  a  Creature  of 
the  Cardinal’s,  ’tis  faid,  propos’d  to  eftablifh 
his  Party  in  the  Admimftration  by  this  Match 
and  ruin  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler.  As  the  King 
was  not  only  unqualify’d  but  averfe  to  the 
Management  of  State  Affairs,  it  was  propos’d 
to  find  him  a  Queen  of  another  Genius  able  to 
luftain  the  Weight  of  Government,  and  who 
fhould  efteem  herfelf  fo  much  oblig’d  to  the 
Miniftry  for  her  Advancement  and  Support 
that  fhe  fhould  be  ever  ready  to  proted  them 
and  difcountenance  their  Adverfaries.  The 
Duke  of  Gloucejler  appear’d  mightily  furpriz’d 
at  the  Conclufion  of  this  Match,  in  which  he 
had  not  been  confulted,  and  objeded  that  the 
King  was  already  contraded  to  a  Daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Armagnac's.  He  infilled  alfo  that 
the  Lofs  of  Normandy  would  infallibly  be  the 
Confequence  of  delivering  up  Mans  and  Maine » 
bat  the  King  being  entirely  govern’d  by  the 

Car- 
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Cardinal,  notwithftanding  his  Uncle’s  Repre 
fenta cions,  Tent  over  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  to 
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efpoufe  the  Princefs  of  Anjou  in  his  Name, 
and  the  Marriage  was  folemniz’d  by  Proxy  at 
‘ Tours  in  November ,  tho’  the  Queen  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  in  England  till  the  following  May. 

The  Parliament  meeting  in  February  1445,  ^  -0. 1445 
Dodtor  Stafford ,  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  ~T~j~77 7 
and  Lord  Chancellor  of  England ,  open’d  it 
with  a  Speech,  wherein  he  acquainted  the 
Houles  with  the  Truce  that  had  been  con¬ 
cluded,  and  the  King’s  Marriage  with  the 
Princefs  of  Anjou ,  which  he  fuggefted  would 
probably  be  attended  with  a  lalfing  Peace. 

Upon  the  King’s  Marriage  there  were  fe-  Several! 
veral  new  Creations  of  the  Nobility.  ThenewCre" 
Earl  of  Suffolk  was  made  a  Marquis  ;  John  atl0ns' 
Holland ,  Earl  of  Huntington ,  Duke  of  Exeter ; 

Humphry ,  Earl  of  Stafford ,  Duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  •,  and  Henry  Beauchamp,  the  young  Earl 
of  Warwick,  was  made  Duke  of  Warwick. 

The  Queen  was  Crown’d  at  Wejlminjler  the  The 
13th  of  May \  The  reft  of  the  Year  was  taken  fLeen 
up  in  Negotiations  of  Peace,  but  ended  in  a  <"rown  • 
Prolongation  of  the  Truce  till  the  firft  of 
November  1446. 

The  Truce  being  prolong’d  from  time  to  ^..£>.1446 
the  Duke  of  York  came  over  to  Eng 


time,  Lll\~  VVA  V,  /V  wrv.*  CW  jJ  2*  ff  6 

land,  where  he  was  well  receiv’d  by  the  Court, 

and  had  the  Regency  of  France  granted  him 

for  five  Years  more,  in  Confideration  of  his 

Services  in  that  Kingdom  •,  and  tho’  the  Mi- 

:  niftry  were  determin’d  to  convert  the  Truce 

t  wanting., 

.  ,  q  Money  ofc- 
aflembled  tain'd' un¬ 


in  to  a  Peace  as  foon  as  pofiible,  y 
Money  for  fome  fecret  Service,  they 
a  Parliament  and  demanded  a  Supply,  under  der  Pre- 
Pretence  of  making  Preparations  for  Wartence°f 
the  time  the  Truce  fliould 

XVIII.  z 
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exmre  •  renewlD£ 
expire  ,theWar< 
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A.D.  14+6  from  whence  it  appears,  that  this  Stratagem 
^  2  of  frightning  the  People  out  of  their  Money, 
when  they  can’t  be  wheadled  out  of  it,  is  not 
The  Mar-  of  modern  Date.  In  this  Parliament  the 
quisof Suf-  Marquis  of  Suffolk  receiv’d  the  Thanks  of  the 

Thanks  of  ^ou^e  f°r  c^e  great  Services  he  had  done  the 
the  Parlia-  Nation  in  procuring  fo  advantageous  a  Match 
ment  for  for  the  King,  whom  they  addrefs’d  to  reward 
theMatch.  Merit,  and  even  rais’d  a  Supply  to  defray 
the  Expences  of  his  Embaffy  to  France  upon 
that  Occafion.  Which  makes  it  very  evident 
that  the  Commons  were  at  this  time  the  Tools 
and  Creatures  of  the  Miniilry,  and  were  only 
call’d  together  to  give  a  Sand  ion  to  their  de- 
ftrudive  Adminiftration.  But  the  moft  de- 
tefted  Service  the  new  Queen  and  her  Mini- 
fters  put  this  mercenary  Parliament  upon  was, 
the  fkreening  them  from  the  Odium  of  the 
Duke  of  Glouceder's  Murder,  which  was  de¬ 
termin’d  foon  after  the  Queen’s  Arrival  in 
England .  He  was  firft  difmifs’d  from  the 

Council,  charg’d  with  ading  Arbitrarily, 
and  putting  feveral  People  to  Death  illegally 
when  he  was  Protedor  •,  but  being  able  to 
bring  no  Evidence  of  thefe  Fads,  the  Matter 
was  dropp’d.  This  Profecution  however  en¬ 
rag’d  the  Populace,  who  were  extremely  fond 
of  the  Dike  of  Gloucejler ,  efpecially  i\\e  Lon¬ 
doners  ;  and  the  Duke  feem’d  to  contemn  the 
Malice  of  his  Enemies,  knowing  the  beft  part 
of  the  Nation  to  be  his  Friends.  The  Mi- 
niftry  therefore  apprehending  that  this  great 
Man  might  one  Day  retaliate  the  Injuries  he 
had  receiv’d  from  them,  determin’d  to  be  be¬ 
fore-hand  with  him,  and  take  him  off  pri¬ 
vately  i  in  order  to  which  the.  Parliament  was 
order’d  to  meet  at  St.  Edmund's- Bury  the  10th 

of 
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of  February  1447,  whither  the  Duke  of  Glou-  ^.£.1447 
cefter  reforting  to  take  his  Seat  as  ufual,  was  ^ 

apprehended  with  above  thirty  of  his  Do- 
mefticks,  being  charg’d  with  a  Confpiracy  to  TheMini- 
depofe  the  King  and  ufurp  his  Throne  ;  as  ftfy con- 
allo  with  a  Defign  of  refcuing  his  Dutchefs  by 
Force  out  of  Kenelw&rtb-Cajlle ,  where  fhe  had  Gloueepr'% 
been  imprifon’d  ever  fince  fhe  was  profecuted  Deftru&i- 
for  Sorcery.  But  whatever  the  Duke  was  on- 
charg’d  with,  they  certainly  never  had  any 
Intention  to  bring  him  to  a  fair  Trial,  he  Heismur- 
was  found  dead  in  his  Bed  the  next  Morning  der’d. 
after  he  was  apprehended,  fuppos’d  either  to 
be  fmother’d  with  the  Bed-cloaths,  or  by  run¬ 
ning  a  Spit  up  into  his  Bowels,  there  being  no 
Marks  of  Violence  to  be  feen  upon  him.  His 
Servants  that  were  apprehended  were  fome  of 
the  meaneft  of  his  Retinue,  whom  he  could 
never  be  fuppos’d  to  have  entrufted  with  fo 
great  a  Secret  as  the  dethroning  the  King. 

Thefe  were  prevail’d  on  however  by  Threats 
or  Promifes  to  confefs  themfelves  guilty  of 
High  Treafon,  and  by  their  Evidence  feveral 
more  were  convifted  and  condemn’d  to  be 
executed  as  Tray  tors  •,  but  the  Miniftry  ha¬ 
ving  deftroy’d  their  Mafter,  contented  them¬ 
felves  with  his  Blood,  and  granted  the  Servants 
a  Pardon.  Which  makes  it  pretty  evident  that 
the  Court  never  believ’d  thefe  poor  Wretches 
to  have  been  in  a  Plot  againft  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  they  would  infallibly  have  made  Ex¬ 
amples  of  fome  of  them  if  they  had. 

ThePeople,  who  faw  thro’  all  this  Grimace,  ThePeo- 
grew  more  difcontented  than  ever.  They  o-  plemur- 
penly  curs’d  the  Queen  and  Miniftry  for  the  mur“ 
inhuman  Murder  :  Nor  did  they  fpare  even 
the  King  himfelf,  whofe  Title  to  the  £rown 
they  began  to  examine,  and  turn  their  Eyes 

Z  2  upon 
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upon  the  Duke  of  York,  whofe  Family  had 
been  violently  difpoflfefs’d  by  the  King’s 
Grandfather.  But  to  return  to  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefier.  He  was  buried  in  the  AbbeyChurch 
of  St.  Albans ,  where  a  fine  Tomb  was  after¬ 
wards  eredted  to  his  Memory.  This  Noble¬ 
man  was  not  only  the  Darling  of  the  People, 
who  gave  him  the  Name  of  Fhe  Good  Duke , 
but  the  greateft  Patron  of  the  Learned  in  that 
Age.  He  is  faid  to  have  laid  the  Foundation 
of  the  famous  Library  in  Oxford ,  now  call’d 
the  Bodleian ,  from  Sir  Yhomas  Bodley ,  a  later 
Benefadtor. 

The  Cardinal  of  fViuchcfier  triumph’d  but 
a  little  while  in  the  Death  of  his  Adverfary. 
He  furviv’d  the  Duke  no  more  than  one 
Month,  when,  ’tis  laid,  he  died  with  much 
Reludlance,  lamenting  that  the  vaft  Treafure 
he  had  heap’d  up  would  not  procure  him  a 
Moment’s  Reprieve.  He  had  leen  Princes 
and  Parliaments  bow  before  his  Mammon, 
and  boafted  that  by  its  Influence  he  could 
fleer  the  Government  as  he  pleas’d  •,  but  the 
rigorous  and  impartial  King  of  Terrors  he 
found  was  not  to  be  brib’d, 

The  Queen  and  the  Marquis  of  Suffolk  had 
now  the  foie  Management  of  Affairs,  and 
us’d  the  King’s  Name  to  tranfadl  whatever 
they  faw  fit,  while  he  poor  Prince  minded 
only  his  Devotions.  But  tho’  they  had  dif- 
patch’d  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier  out  of  the 
Way,  they  were  far  from  being  entirely  eafy ; 
they  foon  became  jealous  that  the  Duke  of 
York  was  carrying  on  Defigns  againft  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  found  he  was  no  lefs  the  Fa¬ 
vourite  of  the  People  than  the  other  had  been. 
Whereupon  they  depriv’d  him  of  the  Regency 
of  France ,  and  conftkuted  Edmund  Duke  of 

Somerfieb 
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S 'omerfet  Regent  in  his  ftead  ;  the  Marquis  of  ^£144? 
Suffolk  being  about  the  hme  time  created  “  “77 

Duke  of  Suffolk. 

The  Truce  with  France  had  been  prolong’d  The  Eng- 
by  Treaties  to  the  firth  of  April  1449,  but  the  4^  fur- 
VVar  was  however  unaccountably  renew’d  in  pnze  Fon~ 
[he  Year  1448.  Sir  Francis  Surienne,  a  Spa-  whereupon 
niard,  and  Knight  of  the  Garter,  who  had  the  War 
been  twenty  Years  in  the  Service  o i  England,  k‘th 
was  at  this  time  Governor  of  Lower  Forman- 
dy  under  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  the  Regent  •, 
and  being  inform’d  a  confiderable  Treafure 
was  lodg’d  in  the  Town  of  Fongiers  belonging 
to  the  Duke  0$ Bretagne,  he  furpriz’d  the  Place 
in  the  Night-time,  and  kept  PofTcfTion  or  it. 

The  Duke  of  Bretagne  thereupon  apply’d  .1 B 
himfelf  to  the  Regent  for  Satisfaction,  who  ——ill9 
took  little  Notice  of  the  Matter,  but  referr’d  2SH.6 
him  to  the  Court  of  England.  The  Duke  of 
Bretagne  having  waited  fome  time,  and  find¬ 
ing  no  amends  made  him  for  this  Infult,  com¬ 
plain’d  to  the  French  King,  who  immediately 
made  the  Caufe  Iris  own,  and  demanded  the 
Reftitution  of  Fongiers ,  and  1500000  Crowns 
which  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  pretended  the 
Englijh  Soldiers  had  plunder’d  his  Subjects  of. 

The  Court  of  England  anfwer’d,  they  were 
ready  to  make  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  Satif- 
fabtion  for  what  Damage  had  been  really  done 
aim,  and  propos’d  a  Conference  with  the  Mi- 
aifters  of  France  and  Bretagne  at  Louvier  r,  in 
ar-der  toadjufl  that  Matter  ;  and  Ambafiadors 
from  the  feveral  Powers  concern’d  met  at 
Louviers  accordingly,  when  the  Englijh  de¬ 
clar'd,  that  Sir  Francis  Surienne  had  furpriz’d 
Fongiers  without  any  Orders  from  his  Supe¬ 
riors,  and  that  the  Court  of  England  was 
•eady  to  give  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  S atif- 

fadtion. 
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fadlion,  but  that  the  Damage  could  never  a- 
mount  to  the  Sum  that  was  demanded.  To 
which  the  French  anfwer?d  peremptorily, 
that  unlefs  the  Englijh  would  immediately  pay 
that  Sum,  and  reltore  the  Town,  they  fhould 
look  upon  the  Truce  to  be  broken.  They 
agreed  however  to  continue  the  Negotiations, 
amufing  the  Englljh  till  they  had  made  Prepa¬ 
rations  to  renew  the  War,  and  then  broke  off 
the  Treaty  abruptly.  Somerfet  the  Regent, 
tho’  he  had  all  this  while  neglected  to  reltore 
Fongiers ,  or  make  any  Satisfaction  to  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne ,  had  made  no  manner  of 
Preparations  for  War,  or  to  defend  the  Eng- 
lijh  Territories  under  his  Government.  Where- 
uponCharles  firft  furpriz’d  the  Caltle  of  Couches 
and  Pont  de  U Arche  in  Normandy ,  with  Gerhay 
Coquac  and  St.  Maigrin  in  Guienne,  by  way  of 
Reprifal  for  what  had  been  taken  from  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne.  Nor  did  he  ftop  here,  but 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  Weaknefs  of 
the  Englljh  Garrifons,  he  loon  after  brought 
four  Armies  into  the  Field,  one  of  which  he 
commanded  in  Perfon  •,  and  with  thefe  he 
made  himfelf  Matter  of  a  great  many  other 
Towns  in  Normandy  with  very  little  Oppofi- 
tion.  The  Garrifons  being  generally  weak, 
the  French  no  fooner  appear’d  but  they  fur- 
render’d,  and  many  of  them  fent  and  made 
their  Submiffion  before  the  Enemy  ap¬ 
proach’d  their  Walls  ;  even  Rouen  the  Capi¬ 
tal  of  Normandy ,  where  the  Regent  com¬ 
manded  in  Perfon  with  the  famous  Falbot  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury ,  was  not  able  to  prevent  the 
Inhabitants  delivering  it  up  to  the  French . 
The  Duke  and  the  Earl  however  retir’d  with 
feven  or  eight  hundred  Men  into  the  Palace, 
where  they  hop’d  to  procure  honourable 

Terms  i. 
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Terms  •,  but  having  no  Provifions,  were  forc’d  ^.D.1449 
to  furrender  upon  the  following  Articles,  viz.  — — 
That  they  fhould  pay  fifty  thoufand  Gold 
Crowns,  leave  their  Artillery  behind  them, 
and  deliver  up  the  Towns  of  Caudebec ,  Argues , 

Lillebone,  Tancarville ,  Montrevilliers  and  Har- 
fleur,  and  leave  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  an 
Hoftage  for  the  Performance  of  this  Agree¬ 
ment.  Whereupon  the  Garrifon  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  march  out  with  their  Baggage  and 
fmall  Arms,  and  King  Charles  enter’d  that 
City  m  Triumph  on  the  19th  of  November ; 

The  other  Towns  ftipulated  to  be  furrender’d 
were  immediately  afterwards  evacuated,  except 
Harfleur ,  the  Governor  whereof  did  not  think 
himfelf  oblig’d  to  excecute  that  Part  of  the 
Treaty  i  but  the  French  laying  Siege  to  Har¬ 
fleur  a  little  after,  it  was  oblig’d  to  furrender 
the  Beginning  of  January. 

1  The  next  Campaign  proved  no  lefs  fortu-  j.D.14r0 

(nate  to  the  French  than  the  former.  The - - - 

Puke  of  Somerjet  had  fhut  himfelf  up  in  the^  29  H.6. 
Caftle  of  Caen,  and  fent  for  a  Reinforcement 
of  Troops  irom  F?igJand  \  but  fuch  were  the  thTrert  of 
Peftradions  at  home  that  very  few  could  be  Normandy 
Ipar  d.  Fifteen  hundred  Men  only  were  lent 
;o  Normandy ,  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Fho. 

Kiriel,  who  landed  at  Cherberg  \  and  having 
jirawn  about  fifteen  hundred  more  out  of  the 
neighbouring  Garrifons,  he  ventur’d  with  this 
fmall  Body  to  march  thro’  the  Country  to¬ 
wards  Caen,  but  was  intercepted  by  feven  or  The  Ea&' 
thoufand  French  commanded  by  thog^'near 
i^onitabje,  and  defeated  near  Fourmigni ,  the  Fourmigni 
General  himfelf  being  made  Prifoner  after  a 
lorave  Refinance.  Soon  after  which  the  Re¬ 
gent  was  befieg’d  in  Caen ,  and  expe&ing  no 
(Relief,  furrender’d  the  Place  the  21ft  o ijune, 

within 
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A.D.  1450  within  little  more  than  a  Fortnight  after  the 
~  ~7~b  Enemy  came  before  it,  againk  the  Opinion  of 
EE  Oncers,  who  declar’d  it  might  have  held 
out  much  longer.  One  Reafon  it  feems  the 
Duke  gave  for  yielding  fo  foon  was,  that  his 
Dutchefs  might  not  be  frightned.  After  the 
taking  of  Caen,  the  Duke  return’d  to  Eng¬ 
land ,  and  left  the  few  remaining  Towns  to 
flair t  for  themfelves.  Cherberg  was  the  lak 
that  remain’d  in  Pokeffion  of  the  Englijh ,  and 
this  lurrender’d  on  the  12th  of  Auguft ,  where¬ 
by  King  Charles  became  Maker  of  all  Nor¬ 
mandy.  TheDutchyof  Guienne  remain’d  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Englijh  but  a  very  little 
longer.  No  Relief  being  fent  thither,  the 
States  aflembled  at  Bourdeaux  the  following 
Year,  and  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  France.  After  which  the  Englijh 
remain’d  poffefs’d  of  nothing  more  on  the 
Continent  than  the  Town  of  Calais ,  and  the 
Cakle  of  Guiennes  in  Picardy. 

It  is  time  now  to  return  to  England ,  and 
obferve  what  was  doing  there,  while  the 
French  made  themfelves  Makers  of  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  on  the  other  fide  the  Water.  And  one 
Reafon  it  feems  that  was  given  for  abandoning 
the  Englijh  Territories  in  France  was,  a  Re- 
TheDuke  bellion  in  Ireland  that  happen’d  at  the  fame 
of  York  time  with  the  Revolt  in  Normandy ,  whither 
fan  to  Ire-  tpie  p)upe  0f  York  was  fent  with  a  fmall  Body 
of  Troops  very  unequal  for  the  Service  they 
were  intended,  the  real  Defign  of  giving  the 
Command  of  thofe  Troops  to  the  Duke  of 
York  being  to  remove  him  at  a  dikance  from 
England ,  where  they  found  he  was  very  po¬ 
pular,  and  in  hopes  he  might  perifh,  or  at 
leak  lofe  his  Credit  with  the  People,  there 
being  very  little  Probability  of  his  lucceeding 
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in  that  Enterprize  :  But  the  Duke  being  con-  -d.D.  145° 
fcious  of  the  Defigns  of  the  Court,  inftead  “  '  e 

of  marching  againft  the  Irijh ,  enter’d  into  a 
Treaty  with  them,  and  by  his  mild  and  gen¬ 
tle  Adminiftration  fo  won  their  Affeftions  that 
they  laid  down  their  Arms  and  fubmitted  to 
his  Government  without  Compulfion. 

Upon  the  Revolt  of  the  Towns  in  Norman¬ 
dy  a  Parliament  had  been  fummon’d  to  meet 
on  the  6th  Day  of  November  1449,  to  prevent 
thofe  of  Giiienne  following  their  Example  * 
but  it  was  prorogu’d  onAccount  of  the  Plague, 
and  did  not  fit  to  do  Bufinefs  till  the  beginning 
of  the  .Year  following,  when  the  Commons 
appear’d  extremely  incens’d  againft  the  prime 
Minifter  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  as  the  Occafion  The  Duke 
;  of  all  the  LofTes  they  had  fuftain’d  in  France .  of  Suffolk 
The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  went;  ^[fbde. 
t  fo  far  as  to  declare  that  he  had  actually  fold  tray;ng  the 
:  the  Realm  of  England  to  the  French  King,-  Kingdom 
:  who  was  preparing  to  invade  it.  Whereupon  t0  the; 

the  Duke  defir’d  they  wou’d  reduce  the  Charge  encrj 
1  againft  him  into  particular  Articles,  that  he 
:  might  be  enabled  to  make.  his.  Defence  ; 

-  jfhewing  at  the  fame  time  that  his  Father  and 
I;  three  of  his  Brothers  had  been  kill’d  in  the 
;  French  Wars,  and  that  he  himfelf  had  ferv’d 
.  thirty  four  Years  there,  and  paid  twenty 
:  thoufand  Pounds  for  his  Ran  Torn  when  he 
■;  was  made  Prifoner,  and  that  he  was  17  Years 
\  together  abroad  without  once  feeing  England  •, 
v  and  protefted  as  he  hop’d  for  Mercy  at  the 
5  Hands  of  God,  he  had  ever  beep  true  to  the 
1  King  and  Realm. 

r  Soon  after  the  Commons-exhibited  Articles  Artfcles 
.  againft  the  Duke,  charging  him  with  treating  preferr’d 
1  with  the  Baftard  of  Orleans ,  to  perfuade  the  ^2*“^  the 
;  French  King  to  invade  the  King  of  England ’s  " u 
,  Vo  l,  XVII L  A  a  Dominions, 
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A.D.  1450  Dominions,  that  during  theConfufion  he  might 
“ — 77  place  his  Son  upon  the  Throne,  whom  he 
propos’d  to  marry  to  the  Daughter  of  John 
Duke  of  Somerset ,  next  Heir  to  the  Crown. 

That  he  was  brib’d  by  the  French  to  let  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  at  Liberty. 

That  he  had  been  the  Qccafion  of  deliver¬ 
ing  up  Mans  and  Maine  to  the  French ,  and 
impos’d  on  the  Council  to  induce  them  to 
ratify  it. 

That  he  had  hindred  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace  by  difcovering  to  the  French  the 
Weaknefs  of  the  Kingdom. 

That  he  had  obftrudted  the  fending  Succours 
to  France ,  and  neglected  to  include  the  Al¬ 
lies  of  England ,  the  King  of  Arragon  and  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne  in  the  late  Truce,  by  which 
he  had  rendred  thenl  Enemies  to  this  Crown. 

The  Duke’s  Defence  confifted  in  a  flat  De¬ 
nial  of  one  Part  of  the  Charge,  and  as  to  the 
other,  the  delivering  up  Maine,  &c.  he  pro¬ 
duc’d  the  King’s  Orders.  But  the  Commons 
flill  look’d  upon  the  Duke  to  be  neverthelefs 
guilty  ;  and  that  what  he  pleaded  in  his  De¬ 
fence  was  indeed  an  Aggravation  of  his  Fault, 
namely,  the  making  Ule  of  the  Royal  Autho¬ 
rity  to  the  Deftru&ion  of  his  Country  ;  and  the 
Queen  thought  fit,  in  order  to  appeafe  the 
People,  to  fufler  the  Duke  to  be  committed  to 
the  Tower  ;  after  which  fhe  procured  the  Par¬ 
liament  to  be  prorogued  to  Leicejler ,  looking 
upon  the  Citizens  of  London  to  have  no  fmall 
Influence  on  this  Profecution.  In  the  Interval 
between  the  Seflions  at  London  and  that  at 
Leicejler  the  Queen  releas’d  her  Favourite 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk  from  his  Confinement 
in  the  Tower;  which  put  the  Nation  in  fuch 
a.  Ferment  that  it  oecafion’d  feverhl  Infurre&i- 

ons ; 


HENRY  VI.  1?9 

ons  ;  the  moil  confiderable  of  which  was  in  A.D.  1450 

Kent,  where  the  Populace  were  affembled  by  a  * - - 

bold  Fellow  that  gave  himfelf  the  Name  of 
Blue  Beard  ;  but  thefe  being  fupprel's’d,  the 
Duke  of  Suffolk  had  the  Affurance  to  appear 
again  as  prime  Minifter  at  the  Parliament  of 
Leiccjler.  This  fo  incens’d  the  Commons,  that 
they  addrefs’d  the  King  in  a  Body,  that  the 
Duke,  who  had  been  the  Occafion  of  the 
Lois  of  Normandy ,  might  be  punifh’d  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  Deferts :  At  which  the  Queen  and 
the  Duke  were  confounded.  They  appre¬ 
hended  if  he  put  himfelf  upon  a  Trial  by  his 
Peers  it  would  prove  fatal  to  him  :  The 
King  therefore  in  order  to  skreen  him  from  a 
more  rigorous  Sentence,  at  the  Inftance  of  the 
Duke  himfelf,  banifh’d  him  for  five  Years  :  j)ui. 

Whereupon  the  Lords  defir’d  it  might  be  ban  idl'd  in- 
recorded,  that  this  was  not  done  by  their  the  King.' 
Judgment  or  Affent,  that  it  might  not  be 
brought  for  the  future  as  a  Precedent  to  debar 
them  or  their  Pofterity  of  the  Privilege  of 
being  try’d  by  their  Peers. 

The^  Parliament  were  fo  apprehenfive  of  a 
French  Invafion  at  this  time,  that  they  gave 
larger  Supplies  than  ulual,  and  of  a  different 
Nature  from  what  we  meet  with  before  ; 
namely,  a  formal  Land-Tax  :  every  Perfon  ^  ^ 
who  was  feiz’d  of  Lands  from  Twenty  Tav  pro- 
Shillings  to  Twenty  Pounds  per  Annum  in  p  ntKnM 
Value  being  oblig’d  to  pay  Six  Pence  in  the  to  the  Lir' 
Pound  •,  thofe  who  had  Lands  from  Twenty  o^tiuTsub 

to  Two  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  were  to  Cct. . 

pay  Twelve  Pence  in  the  Pound  ;  and  thofe 
who  were  feiz’d  of  Lands  of  the  Value  of  a- 
bove  Two  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  were 
to  pay  Two  Shillings  in  the  Pound.  But  to 
return  to  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  j  tho’  he 
A  a  2.  had 
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ji.D.i  450  had  efcap’d  the  Judgment  of  his  Peers,  he  was 
j  jj  6  f°  apprehenfive  of  being  torn  in  Pieces  by 
j  the  People,  that  he  immediately  embark’d 
for  France ,  but  was  met  with  in  his  Paftage  by 
an  Englijh  Man  of  War  call’d  the  Nicholas.,, 
fent  out  by  the  Duke  of  Exeter  Governor  of 
the  Tower,  the  Commander  whereof  coming 
on  board  the  Ship,  either  on  purpofe  to  fearch 
for  the  Duke  of  Suffolk ,  or  on  fome  other  Ac¬ 
count,  and  finding  him  hid  in  theHold,  appre- 
,  hended  this  great  Minifter,  and  taking  him 
of  Suffolk  6  ^nto  his  Boat,  cut  off  his  Head  in  Dover  Road, 
beheaded  throwing  his  Head  and  Body  upon  the  Shore, 
by  a  Cap-  which  were  afterwards  taken  up  and  buried  by 
Manof3  one  h's  Chaplains.  Whether  this  was  done 
War.  by  Authority  from  the  new  Miniftry  or  not 
does  not  appear  ,  but  the  Duke  was  fo  uni- 
verfally  hated  by  all  forts  of  People,  that  I 
don’t  find  the  Captain  was  eyer  call’d  to  Ac¬ 
count  for  putting  him  tq  death  in  this  Manner. 
But  however  that  be,  this  Nobleman  was  the 
Perfon  charg’d  with  being  the  Occafion  of  the 
Lofs  of  all  theE/^/z/^Territories  in  France  ;  and 
certainly  he  was  not  entirely  innocent  •,  for  not¬ 
withstanding  he  endeavour’d  to  juftify  himfelf 
by  Orders  he  receiv’d  from  the  King  and  Coun 
cil,  they  were  no  other  than  what  he  himfelf 
had  dictated,  being  at  that  time  prime  Mini¬ 
fter,  and  the  King  incapable  of  judging  what 
was  hurtful  or  beneficial  to  the  State.  If  it  be 
demanded  what  Ends  he  cou’d  have  in  betray¬ 
ing  his  Country,  he  had  no  doubt  two  very 
prevailing  Motives.  The  Match  with  thePrin- 
qefsof  Anjou,  was  brought  about,  as  has  been 
©bferv’d  already,  to  fortify  his  Intereft  at 
Court,  and  deftroy  his  great  Enemy  the  Duke 
of  GlouceJler\  with  this  View  it  was  that  he 
agreed  tq  deliver  up  Mans  and  the  County  of 

Maine 
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Maine  to  the  French ,  which  was  the  Barrier  of  ^.£>.1450 
Normandy,  when  he  found  Charles  would  not  ^  ^ 

confent  to  marry  his  Kinfwoman  to  the  King 
of  England  without  this  Conceflion.  One 
wou’d  be  tempted  to  think  alfo  that  both  the 
Queen  and  the  Minifter  were  under  a  fecret 
Engagement  to  deliver  up  the  reft  of  the  Pro¬ 
vinces,  when  we  fee  above  an  hundred  ftrong 
Places  loft  within  a  Year  or  two,  which  might 
have  been  defended  for  an  Age,  as  the  Sea 
was  open  to  us,  and  moft  of  them  near  the 
Coaft.  Certain  it  is,  if  they  had  contriv’d  the 
delivering  up  thefe  Provinces,  they  cou’d  not  TheOcca- 
have  taken  more  likely  Meafures  to  efteCt  LofsofAV 
their  Purpofe  than  they  did  ;  for  none  of  the  mandy,&?. 
Towns  hadGarrifonsfufficient  to  defend  them  *, 
and  thofe  few  Troops  they  had  were  unpaid, 
and  allowed  to  plunder  the  Natives  for  their 
Subfiftance  •,  which  rais’d  in  them  a  general 
Difguft  againft  the  Dominion  of  the  Englijh. 

Nay,  we  find  one  of  the  Governors  of  Norman¬ 
dy  a&ually  taking  a  Town  from  the  Duke  of 
Bretagne  for  the  fake  of  the  Treafure  that  was 
lodg’d  there,  and  refufing  to  make  any  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  whereby  that  Prince  became  an 
Enemy  to  the  Englijh,  who  had  for  a  great 
while  aCted  as  a  Friend  to  the  Nation.  And 
notwithftanding  the  Garrifons  were  fo  weak, 
and  the  Country  generally  difaffeCted,  the 
Court  of  England  did  not  only  negleCt  fending 
over  Reinforcements  when  the  French  attack’d 
them,  but  recall’d  the  Duke  of  York  from  that 
Regency,  who  had  ever  been  fucceisful  in 
[  Normandy ,  and  fent  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  thi- 
l  ther,  who  minded  fcarce  anything  but  enrich- 
:  ing  himfelf  by  the  Plunder  of  the  People,  and 
3  thereby  encreas’d  the  DifaffeCtion  of  the  Na¬ 
tives.  And  no  Wonder  if  ia  thefe  Circum- 
m  itance*. 
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J.D.  1 450  fiances  the  French  Provinces  were  loft  in  lefs 
time  than  they  were  conquer’d. 

A  Lofs  that  appear’d  lb  great  at  that  time 
of  day,  that  we  find  the  People  fhewing  the 
utmoft  Refentment  againft  the  Queen  and 
her  Myiifters,  whom  they  apprehended  the 
Authors  of  it ;  for  while  England  was  pol- 
fefs’d  of  the  Dutchies  of  Normandy  and  Guienne 
fhe  might  well  be  look’d  on  as  fuperior  to 
France.  Normandy  was  a  noble  Barrier,  full  of 
ftrong  Towns,  a  rich  Country  that  cou’d 
more  than  maintain  itfelf  by  good  Manage¬ 
ment.  Guienne  was  equally  replenifh’d  with 
ftrong  Towns,  and  from  thence  came  all  the 
Wine  the  Englijh  drank  in  thofe  Days,  which 
they  had  upon  eafier  terms  than  we  have  Beer 
at  prelent,  moft  of  the  beft  Vineyards  in 
South-France  being  then  our  own  :  By  the  Ac- 
ceflion  of  thefe  therefore  the  Revenues  and 
Power  of  the  French  King  was  prodigioufly  en- 
creas’d,  and  the  Englijh  might  very  well  ex¬ 
pert  to  be  invaded  in  their  turn,  and  to  fufter 
all  thofe  Miferies  from  the  French  which  that 
Country  had  formerly  fuffer’d  from  the  Ra¬ 
vages  of  the  Englijh  Troops.  It  is  no  Wonder 
therefore  if  in  thefe  Circumftances  we  find  the 
People  of  England  enrag’d  to  the  laft  Degree. 
They  cou’d  not  but  defpife  the  indolent  Ad- 
miniftration  of  a  Prince  who  faw  fuch  confider- 
able  Parts  of  his  Dominions  torn  from  him 
without  a  Struggle,  and  might  well  expedt  to 
fee  the  reft  follow  the  fame  Fate,  unlefs  there 
was  a  Change  at  Court.  It  was  natural  for 
them  to  call  their  Eyes  upon  the  Duke  of 
Fork ,  who  had  fp  bravely  defended  Normandy 
while  he  was  Regent  there,  and  to  defire  he 
might  be  at  the  Head  of  Affairs  to  prevent 
the  Invaffon  of  England.  Accordingly  we 

find 
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find  an  Inlurredion  made  by  one  Jack  Cade  AD.  145 

an  Irijhinan ,  who  perfonated  Sir  John  Mortis  - - r 

*icr ,  Coufin  to  the  Dake  of  York,  and  declar’d 
that  the  principal  Reafon  of  his  taking  up  'jack  * 
Arms,  was  to  procure  the  Duke  to  be  recall’d  ca&\  In¬ 
to  Court,  by  whofe  happy  Conduct  in  Ireland ,  lurrc^Uon- 
that  Country  which  he  found  in  the  utmoft 
Diftradion,  was  reduc’d  to  a  peaceable  and 
flourifhing  Condition.  But  to  give  a  more 
particular  Account  of  Cade’ s  Inlurredion. 

He  had  by  expofing  the  delltrudive  Mea- 
fures  of  the  Miniftry,  made  abundance  of 
Malecontents,  aficmbled  a  prodigious  Mul¬ 
titude  of  People  in  Kent ,  with  whom  he  en¬ 
camp’d  at  Blackheath  near  Greenwich ,  giving 
himlelf  the  Title  of  Captain  Mendall.  To 
whom  the  King  fending  to  demand  the  Rea¬ 
fon  of  his  appearing  in  Arms,  Cade  fent  him 
a  Particular  of  the  Subjeds  Grievances,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Mifmanagement  of  Publick  Af¬ 
fairs,  and  the  Extortions  and  Oppreffions  of 
the  Officers  and  Ministers  of  Juftice  •,  de¬ 
manding,  that  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  might 
be  puniffi’d  as  one  of  the  Authors  of  the  lofs 
of  Normandy ,  and  that  the  Duke  of  York , 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  and  fome  others, 
might  be  admitted  into  the  Council.  But 
the  Court,  inftead  of  hearkening  to  their 
Complaints,  afiembled  an  Army  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  thoufand  Men,  with  which  the  King 
march’d  in  Perfon  to  attack  the  Malecon¬ 
tents.  Whereupon  their  Leader  Cade  thought 
fit  to  retire  to  Sevenoke  in  Kent ,  and  the  Court 
return’d  to  Wejhninfter *  fending  only  a  De¬ 
tachment  under  the  Command  of  Sir  Hum¬ 
phry  and  Sir  William  Stafford ,  to  dilperfe  thole 
that  remain’d  together  in  a  Body,  imagining 
that  moft  of  them  were  retir’d  to  their  feveral 

Dwellings  •, 
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J.D.  1450  Dwellings.  But  Cade  having  plac’d  hisTroop^ 

^  in  Ambufcade  in  the  Woods  about  Sevenoke, 
the  Forces  commanded  by  the  Staffords  were 
Cade  de-  furrounded,  and  moft  of  them  either  kill’d 
feats  the  or  taken  Prifoners,  the  two  Brothers  who 
Staffords,  commanded  them,  being  kill’d  on  the  Spot. 

Upon'  the  News  of  this  Sliccefs,  Cade  was 
join’d  by  Hill  greater  Numbers  of  Malecon- 
tents,  with,  which  he  return’d  to  Blackheath  i 
and  the  King  and  Court  were  lb  terrified  at 
their  Approach,  that  they  retir’d  to  Kenel- 
worth-Cafile  in  Warwickjhire ,  and  Cade  ad¬ 
vanc’d,  and  took  up  his  Quarters  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough  of  Southwark ,  on  the  firft  of  July; 
The  next  Day  he  march’d  his  Troops  over 
the  Bridge  into  London,  without  any  Oppofi- 
tion  from  the.  Citizens,  keeping  his  Men  under 
an  exadt  Difcipline.  He  ilfu’d  our.  his  Orders 
however,  as  if.  he  had  been  veiled  with  So¬ 
vereign  Authority ;  particularly  he  commands 
ed  Thomas  Cock ,  Woollen-Draper,  to  raife 
him  a  Troop  of  Horfe,  and  the  Genoefe  and 
Other  Italian  Merchants,  to  find  Money  for 
this  Levy,  which  was  done  accordingly,  and 
at  Night  he  retir’d  with  his  People  to  South¬ 
wark  again.  The  next  Morning,  returning 
into  the  City,  he  order’d  the  Lord  Scales , 
Governor  of  the  Tower,  to  bring  the  Lord 
Say,  the  fate  Treafurer,  to  Guildhall  to  be 
tried  ;  who  had  been  committed  to  the  Tow¬ 
er  at  the  inftance  of  the  Houfeof  Commons, 
as  having  concurr’d  with  the  Duke  of  Suffolk , 
in  delivering  up  Mans  to  the  French. 

Cade  alfo  took  upon  him  to  order  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  afTemble  at  Guildhall ,  • 
in  order  to  fit  in  Judgment  on  the  Lord  Say ,  j 
but  his  Lordfhip  infilling  on  being  tried  by 
his  Peers,  Cade  hurried  him  from  the  Bar*  1 

and. 
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and  ftruck  off  his  Head  at  the  Standard  in  AD. 1450 

Cheapfide.  After  which  he  march’d  to  Mile-  - - ~v 

end  to  confer  with  another  Body  of  Male- 
contents  from  Ej/exj'-a. nd  meeting  with  Sir  c^Mrike* 
James  Cromer ,  who  had  lately  married  the  off thcLo-d 
Lord  %’s  Daughter,  in  his  way,  he  cut  off  %’s*dead. 
his  Head,  ordering  both  that  and  the  Lord 
Says  to  be  carried  before  him  upon  Spears. 

He  alfo  plunder’d  one  of  the  Aldermen’s 
Houfes,  and  fin'd  others  who  refus’d  to  obey 
him  ;  and  his  Soldiers  committed  feveral 
other  Outrages  in  the  .City.  This  gave  the 
People  fuchApprehenfions  of  being  plunder’d, 
that  when  Cade  retir’d  into  Southwark,  as 
ufual  in  the  Evening,  they  determin’d  to  op- 
pofe  his  entering  the  City  any  more  ;  and 
fending  to  the  Lord  Scales  to  aflift  them  with 
part  of  the  Garrifon  of  the  Tower,  they  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  fortify  the  Bridge,  of  The  Ciu- 
which  the  Maiecontents  having  Notice,  at-  ?ens  re¬ 
tack’d  the  Works,  but  were  repuls’d.  Tips  PuireC"^’4 
put  the  Rebels  in  forne  Conffernation,  and  the°Bridge. 
the  Archbilhop  ot  Canterbury,  Lord  Chancel-  0  * 
lor,  taking  Advantage  of  it,  caus’d  a  Pardon 
to  be  publifh’d  under  the  Great-Seal,  for  all 
thofe  that  fhould  lay  down  their  Arms.  This 
had  fuch  an  Effedt,  that  they  immediately  He  Is  kill’d 
forfook  their  Leader  and  difpers’d,  foon  aftef  ancj  his 
which  Cade  being  purfu’d  to  Hothjidd  in  Kent,  J°!lo™rs 
and  Handing  on  his  Defence,  was  kill’d  ;  his 
Head  was  afterwards  cut  off,  and  fet  upon 
•  London- Bridge ,  and  his  Quarters  difpers’d  in 
feveral  Parts  of  Kent ,  the  firft  Scene  of  this 
)  Infurredtion.  There  were  Infurredtions  in 
\EJfex,  Wiltjkire,  and  feveral  other  Counties; 

■i but  upon  the  Death  of  Cade,  the  Malecon- 
i< tents  difpers’d,  and  retir’d  to  their  Dwel¬ 
lings. 

\  Vol.  XVIII  Bfc  I  Have 
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the  History  of  England. 

I  have  already  given  an  Account  of  the 
Lofs  of  Normandy  and  Guienne ,  tho’  the 
French  did  not  make  themfelves  Mailers  of 
the  latter  till  after  Cade’s  Rebellion.  The 
Duke  of  Somerfet  on  his  return  from  Norman- 
dy ,  was  fent  to  the  Tower,  at  the  Inftance 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  no  fooner  up,  than  he  was  let  out 
and  made  Prime  Minifler,  in  the  room  of 
Suffolk.  As  the  Somerfet  Family  were  always 
implacable  Enemies  to  the  Houfe  of  York, 
he  gave  out,  that  the  late  Rebellion  of  Cade’s 
had  been  fomented  by  the  Duke  of  York ,  and 
that  he  defign’d  to  •  invade.  England  with  the 
Troops  under  his  Command  in  Ireland ,  and 
iffu’d  his  Orders  therefore  in  the  King’s  Name, 
to  the  Sheriffs  of  Wales,  and  the  adjoining 
Maritime  Counties,  to  oppofe  York’s  landing 
in  England,  if  he  attempted  it. 

The  Duke  of  York  hereupon  wrote  to  the 
King,  complaining  that  he  fhould  be  charg’d 
with  Difloyalty,  while  he  was  engag’d  in  his 
Service  in  the  Redudtion  of  Ireland,  and  had 
never  given  any  Colour  to  the  Court  to 
fufpedt  him,  and  apprehending  he  was  able 
to  defend  his  Conduct,  he  ventur’d  to  return 
to  England,  with  no  other  Retinue  than  fome 
few  of  his  own  Domefticks.  However  upon 
attempting  to  land  at  the  ufual  Place,  he 
found  himfelf  oppos’d  by  arm’d  Troops,  and' 
was  oblig’d  to  come  on  Shear  in  another  part 
of  the  Country,  that  was  left  unguarded,- 
from  whence  he  repair’d  to  London ,  in  order 
to  juftify  himfelf  before  the  King  ;  but  the 
Court  was  at  that  time  remov’d  from  thence 
into  the  Weft  of  England.  Whereupon  he 
fell  into  Confultation  with  his  Friends  on 
the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs,  and  of  the 
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Danger  he  feem’d  to  be  in,  from  the  Pra&ices  ^  H5* 

of  thofe  at  the  Helm.  20&10 

It  is  much  to  be  queflion’d  whether  the 
Duke  of  York  had  till  now  form’d  any  De- 
0gn  of  mounting  the  Throne,  tho’  feveral 
Writers  charge  him  with  being  the  Author 
of  all  the  Difturbances  that  had  happen’d  of 
late  in  England ,  and  particularly,  that  he 
was  at  the  Head  of  Cads' s  Infurredtion,  be- 
caufe  Cade  us’d  the  Name  of  Mortimer ,  in 
order  to  draw  the  People  after  him.  But  this 
is  to  me  an  Argument  that  he  was  not  con¬ 
cern’d  with  Cade ,  for  this  muft  naturally 
give  the  Court  a  Jealoufy  of  him,  and  put 
them  upon  Meafures  to  defeat  his  Defigns, 
if  he  had  any  fuch. 

It  is  not  improbable  indeed,  that  the  Duke 
of  York  was  highly  difgufted,  when  he  was 
turn’d  out  of  the  Regency  of  France ,  to  make 
way  for  his  mortal  Enemy  the  Duke  of  So¬ 
merset,  and  afterwards  fent  into  Ireland ,  in 
order  to  be  facrificed  there  ;  but  ftill  if  he 
could  have  feen  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  dilmifs’d 
from  Court,  and  have  liv’d  in  any  fort  of 
Security  as  a  Subject,  he  would  not  poflibly 
have  made  an  Attempt  upon  the  Crown. 

’Tis  true,  when  he  obferv’d  the  King’s  For¬ 
ces  ready  to  fall  upon  him  at  his  landing,  and 
found  on  his  arrival  at  London,  that  his  Ruin 
was  determin’d,  he  might  well  apprehend  he 
fhould  never  be  fecure,  while  the  Lancaftrian 
Family  fat  upon  the  Throne  he  enter’d  into 
a  Confultation  therefore  with  his  Friends, 
among  whom  were  John  Mowbray  Duke  of 
Norfolk  Richard  Nevil, ,  Earl  of  Salijbury  ; 

Richard  Nevil,  his  Son,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Warwick  ;  Yhomas  Courtney ,  Earl  of  Devon¬ 
shire  i  and  Edward  Brook,  Baron  of  Cobh  am 3 

B  b  2  who 
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■d.D.i 451  wl10  came  to  a  Refolution,  that  the  Dulce  of 
“  York  fhould  retire  into  Wales  among  his  VaT 
fals,  ar,d  ^  found  he  could  raife  Forces 
A  Confpi-  fufncient  to  protect  him,  he  fhould  endea- 
racy  of  the  vour 'the  removal  of  the  Duke  of  Somerjet 
7^^ and  fr°m  Court.  The  Duke  of  York  according- 
his Friends  ly  having  made  an  eftimate  of  his  Strength, 
againft  the  reprefented  to  the  King,  that  the  whole  Na- 
Miniftry.  tion  was  difcontented  to  fee  Tray  tors  en¬ 
courag’d  and  carefs’d  at  Court,  particularly 
the  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  who  lay  under  an  Im¬ 
peachment  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
defir’d  he  might  be  brought  to  Juftice.  The 
Court  knowing  very  well  the  Ferment  the 
Nation  was  in,  and  the  potent  Adherents  the 
puke  ol  2ork  had,  thought  it  not  expedient 
tc  give  him  any  Pretence  for  taking  up  Arms 
at  this  time,  and  therefore  anfwer’d,  that  the 
King  really  defign’d  to  reform  what  was  a- 
mifs  in  the  State,  to  fill  his  Council  with  Men' 
of  Ability  and  Integrity  ;  and  that  neither 
the  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  or  any  other  Subjedt, 
fhould  be  protedted  from  Juftice,  if  they  were 
found  guilty  upon  a  legal  Trial.  But  the 
Duke  of  York  had  now  gone  too  great  Lengths 
to  lay  down  his  Arms  ,  he  had  been  raifing' 
Men  feme  time,  and  knew  how  this  would 
The  Duke  be  conftru’d,  if  he  fhould  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  York  '  of  his  Enemies.  He  affembled  his  Forces 
towardT  therefore,  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  them, 
London.  and  advanc’d  towards  London . 

The  Queen  and  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  in  the 
'  mean  time  had  not' been  idle,  they  had  levied 
a  confiderable  Army,  and  taking  the  King 
The  King  along  with  them,  march’d  to  encounter  the 
marches  a-  Duke  of  York',  but  he  relying  on  the  Friend- 
gainlt  him.  Qf  tjie  Londoners ,  found  means  to  gain  a 
Day’s  March  of  the  King’s  Forces,  and  ap¬ 
pear’d 
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pear’d  before  that  City,  when  to  his  great  2 

Surprize,  he  found  the  Gates  fhut  againft  him.  “  1 H  () 

Whereupon  he  pafs’d  over  the  ‘Thames  at  King- 
(Ion,  and  march’d  to  Bertford  in  Kent.  The  , 

King’s  Army  follow’d  him,  and  encamp’d  at 
Blackheatb  beyond  Greenwich ,  from  whence 
the  King  lent  two  Bifhops  to  the  Duke  to  de¬ 
mand  the  Reafon  of  his  appearing  in  Arms. 

He  anfwer’d,  he  had  no  Intent  to  throw  off 
his  Allegiance  ;  if  the  King  would  difmifs  from 
his  Councils  the  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  who  had  be¬ 
tray’d  both  his  Highnefs  and  the  Nation  by 
his  pernicious  Advice,  he  would  readily  lay 
down' his  Arms.  This  the  King  promis’d 
to  do,  and  immediately  order’d  Somerfet  to 
be  apprehended.  Whereupon  Tork  difbanded  The  Duke 
his  Troops,  and  ventur’d  to  Court,  in  order  lays  down 
to  make  good  his  Charge  againft  his  Adver-  ls  rms° 
fary.  He  affirm’d  before  the  King,  that  So¬ 
merfet  had  ruin’d  the  Nation  by  his  Ambi¬ 
tion  and  Avarice,  and  was  going  on  to  give 
fome  Inftances  of  it,  when  on  a  fudderi  So- 
?.#i?r/£rappear’d,  who  had  been  conceal’d  in 
the  Royal  Apartment,  and  retorted  the 
Charge  of  TreafOn  upon  Tork ,  declaring  he 
had  taken  up  Arms  to  dethrone  the  King. 
Whereupon  the  Duke  of  Tork  was  taken  into  He  is  corr.- 
Cuftody.  But  the  King  having  given  his  fitted,  bu^ 
Royal  Word  for  his  Security,  and  it  being  £eleai  d 
reported  that  the  Duke’s  Son  had  affembled  sain' 
an  Army  to  refeue  his  Father,  the  Court 
thought  proper  to  releafe  him.  Whereupon 
he  retir’d  again  to  his  Eftate  of  Wigmore  in 
Wales i  but  before  he  was  difeharg’d,  the 
Court  oblig’d  him  to  take  an  Oath  to  con¬ 
tinue  faithful  to  the  King,  during  the  reft  of 
his  Life,  and  never  take  up  Arms  againft 
him.  ! 


In 
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J.D  M-52  In  the  mean  time  the  Province  of  Guienne 
iH6  having  experienc’d  the  Tyranny  and  Infolence 
3  °f  che  Governors  and  Officers  fet  over  them 

Guienne  of-  by  th e.  French,  would  gladly  have  thrown  off 
fers  to  Tub-  that  Yoke,  and  put  themfelves  under  the 
Obedience  £ent^e  Dominion  of  the  Englijh  again.  They 
of  the  Eng-  difpatch’d  therefore  two  Noblemen  to  Lon - 
lifh  again,  don,  to  defire  that  the  King  would  fend  over 
a  Body  of  Troops,  to  affift  them  in  driving 
out  the  French.  The  Motion  being  extreme¬ 
ly  welcome  to  the  Engjijh  Court,  the  brave 
Lord  Falbot  Earl  of  Shrewsbury ,  now  four- 
fcore  Years  of  Age,  was  fent  to  Guienne  with 
fix  or  feven  thoufand  Men,  to  whom  the 
The  Earl  Citizens  of  Bourdeaux  open’d  their  Gates, 
of  Shrew/-  and  the  French  Garrifon  was  driven  out  of 

vers  Bour  ^ie  -^ac€'  With  this  fmall  Army  the  Earl 
deau x  and  took  feveral  Towns  ;  but  the  Winter  coming 
fevenl  c-  on,  he  was  forc’d  to  put  his  Forces  into  Win- 
tiler  Towns  terQuarters.  Charles  xhtFrenchYdmg  was  at  this 
time  in  Dauphine,  with  an  Army  of  thirty 
thoufand  Men,  whither  he  went  to  chaftife 
his  Son  the  Dauphin,  for  fome  Adis  of  Undu- 
tifulnefs  ;  but  hearing  of  the  Progrefs  that 
the  Englijh  had  made  in  Guienne ,  and  fearing 
he  might  lofe  that  Province  in  as  little  time 
AD.\ 453  as  he  acquir’d  it,  he  reconcil’d  himfelf  to  his 

= — -  Son,  and  detach’d  the  beft  part  of  his  Army, 

31&32H.6  under  the  Command  of  fome  experienc’d 
Generals,  to  Guienne,  who  on  their  Arrival 
there,  laid  S,iege  to  Cajlillpn ,  a  Place  of  great 
Importance. 

The  Battel  This  Town  the  Earl  of  Shrewjbury ,  was 
QiCaftillon.  determin’d  to  relieve,  ifpoffible,  and  attack’d 
the  French  in  their  Trenches,  tho’>  they  were 
double  his  Number.  However  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  carrying  them,  when  another 
Army  appear’d  in  his  Rear,  and  turn’d  the 

Fortune 
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Fortune  of  the  Day  againft  him-,  he  was  kill’d  ^••D-I453 
with  Sir  John  Talbot ,  his  eldeft  Sion  by  a  fe-  3I&,2H  £ 
:ond  Venter,  in  the  Field  of  Battel,  and  his 
ft.rmy  entirely  defeated.  After  which  Cajtillon ,  The  Earl 
Bourdeaux ,  and  the  reft  of  the  T owns  made 
:he  beft  Terms  they  could,  and  were  oblig’d  ^Gmcnm 
;o  acknowledge  Charles  the  French  King  for  loit  a  fe- 
:heir  Sovereign  again  ;  the  Englijh  Gar-  condume. 
•ifons  returning  home  with  their  Arms  and 
Baggage. 

In  the  fame  unfortunate  Year,  on  the  23d  Edward 
T  October,  the  Queen  was  brought  to  Bed  of  ^Lin,cc  of 
i  Son,  baptiz’d  by  the  Name  of  Edward y  a  es  m 
whom  the  People  did  not  fcruple  to  fay  was 
fpurious,  and  the  King,  tho’  at  all  times  weak, 
was  feiz’d  with  a  Diftemper  that  render'd  The  King 
him  unfit,  even  for  common  Converfation,  faken'  '&• 
or  to  appear  in  Publick.  Whereupon  the 
People  began  to  murmur  again,  that  all 
things  were  govern’d  by  the  Queen  and  the 
Duke  of  SomerJet,  who  admitted  none  but 
their  own  Creatures  to  the  Council,  or  to  any 
Poft  of  Honour  or  Profit  in  the  Government; 
and  became  at  length  fo  importunate,  that 
Ehe  Queen  apprehending  a  general  Infurredti- 
on,  was  in  a  manner  compelled  to  take  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  his  two  Friends,  the  Earls 
©f  Salijbury  and  Warwick  into  the  Council, 
in  order  to  appeafe  them.  Thefe  popular 
Lords  were  no  fooner  admitted,  but  they 
gain’d  the  Aicendant  of  their  Adverfaries, 
excluded  the  Queen’s  Friends  from  the  Boaj“d, 
arrefted  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  himfelf  in  the 
Queen’s  Apartment,  and  fent  him  to  the 
Tower. 

The  Parliament  met  the  15th  of  March ,  A.D .1454 

and  was  held  by  a  Commiflion  diredted  to  - - * 

the  Duke  of  York.  The  firft  Bufmefs  the 

Commons 


i pi  the  History  of  England. 

■d.D.  1454  Commons  enter’d  upon,  was  the  Impeaching 
T  2  t^ie  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  for  fuffering  Normandy 
t0  be  during  his  Regency.  The  Earl  of 
The  Duke  Sdlifhury  was  conftituted  Lord  Chancellor,, 
of  Somerfet  ancj  the  Duke  of  York  was  made  Protedtor  of 
Tower the  c^e  and  Church  of  England ,  and  firft 

The  Duke  Counfellor  of  the  Kingdom,  till  the  Prince 
of  York  Ihould  arrive  at  Years  of  DifcredOn  and  iii 
made  Pro-  this  High  Office  he  was  fix’d,  as  well  by  the 
King’s  Patent,  as  by  Authority  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Soon  after  which  the  Proteftor  took, 
away  the  Government  of  Calais  from  the. 
Duke  of  Somerfet ,  and  order’d  a  Patent  to  be 
drawn  up,  conferring  that  Government  on 
himfelf.  But  no  Steps  were  taken  all  this 
Year  towards  bringing  the  Duke  of  Somer¬ 
fet  to  a  Trial  on  the  Impeachment  that  had 
been  carried  up  againff  him,  for  furrendring 
Normandy  to  the  French, 

TT.T455  The  Ling  recovering  from  his  Indifpofition 

- -  in  the  Year  1455,  refum’d  the  Government. 

33&34H.6  again  the  Protestor  was  difmifs’d,  and  the 
TheDuke  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  the  Queen's  Favourite,( 
of  York  dif-  being  releas’d  from  his  Confinement  in  the 
mifs’d  and  Tower,-  was  plac’d  at  the  Head  of  the  Coun- 
Soaerfet  cjj  agajn  ;  the  Duke  of  York  was  excluded 
re  or  *  from  any  Share  in  the  Adminiftration,  and 
even  the  Government  of  Calais  taken  from 
him.  Thefe  Steps  were  highly  relented  by 
lNk,  and  it  was  apprehended,  that  the  Quar¬ 
rel  between  him  and  Somerfet ,  would  in  the 
end  prove  fatal  to  the  State.  Some  Lords  of 
Diftinftion  therefore,  who  ftudied  the  Peace 
They  re-  of  their  Country,  perfuaded  them  to  refer 
ferr’d  their  their  Differences  to  the  Arbitration  of  lo me 
.Differences  ^  anc}  Temporal  Peers,  and  each 

Lords.  of  them  enter  d  into  a  Bond  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  Marks,  to  ftand  to  the  Award  of  the  Re¬ 
ferees  if 


HENRY  VI. 


*93 


ferees ;  but  whether  York  expected  no  good  ■/.!>•  145  j 
Ifiue  of  this  Arbitration,  or  had  Reafon  to  be  “7  ~ 

apprehenfive  of  the  Pradlices  of  the  Queen 
and  Somerfet  to  take  him  off  privately,  as 
they  had  done  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  former¬ 
ly,  he  retir’d  to  Wales,  where  having  affem-  York  raife* 
bled  his  Friends,  he  enter’d  England  again,  another  ■ 
attended  by  the  Earls  of  Salijbury  and  War-  m 
wick ,  at  the  Head  of  a  formidable  Army,  aeu 
and  march’d  as  far  as  St.  Albans  i  to  which  The  King 
Place  the  King  and  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  were  and  Somer - 
advanc’d  with  an  Army  no  lefs  numerous,  to  fet  ^arc^ 
prevent  his  joining  the  Citizens  of  London * 
who  were  known  to  be  in  his  Intereft.  The 
Duke  of  York ,  tho’  he  was  not  at  all  terrified 
at  the  Approach  of  the  King’s  Troops,  fent 
a  Meflage  to  his  Highnefs,  to  acquaint  him, 
that  if  he  would  permit  the  Duke  of  Somerfet , 

(who  flood  impeach’d  by  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons)  to  be  brought  to  Trial,  he  was  ready 
to  lay  down  his  Arms.  But  as  this  Demand 
was  not  likely  to  have  any  Effect  upon  the 
King,  who  was  at  this  time  entirely  govern’d 
by  Somerfet ,  and  was  fent,  more  to  amufe  the 
King’s  Party,  than  in  Expectation  it  fhould 
be  comply’d  with  •,  York  drew  up  his  Army 
in  Battalia  at  the  fame  time,  and  flood  ready 
for  the  Engagement,  and  his  Meffenger  no 
fooner  return’d,  to  let  him  know  his  Propo- 
fal  was  flighted,  but  the  Earl  of  Warwick-,  -pj,e  ^ 
who  commanded  the  Van  of  the  Yorkifts,  Battel  of 
unexpectedly  charg’d  the  King’s  Troops, 
and  put  them  in  Dilorder,  for  expecting  that 
the  Treaty  would  have  lafled  fome  time  long¬ 
er,  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  was  not  prepar’d  to 
receive  them.  The  Duke  of  York  and  the 
Earl  of  Salifbury ,  perceiving  the  Confulion 
the  King’s  Troops  were  in,  immediately 
Vo  l'.' XVIII.  C  €  march’d 
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J.D.i 455  march’d  to  fupport  the  Earl  of  Warwick , 

"  .  '  '  and  tho’  they  were  bravely  oppos’d  by  the 

Duke  of  Somerjet ,  and  the  Nobility  on  the 
King’s  fide,  yet  their  Army  was  in  fuch  a 
Confternation  at  the  unexpected  Charge,  that 
they  could  never  be  brought  into  Order. 
The  Torkijis  obtain’d  an  eafy  Victory,  the 
The  Duke  Duke  of  Somerjet ,  the  Earl  of  N or  thumb  er- 
oiSemerjet,  land,  the  Earl  of  Stafford ,  and  the  Lord 
Clifford^  wirh  five  thoufand  of  the  Royalijls , 
The  Rieg  were  kill’d  upon  the  Spot,  and  the  King  hirn- 
taken.  r  felf  being  wounded  in  the  Neck  with  an  Ar- 
f  row,  was  carried  into  a  Houfe,  to  have  his 
Wound  drefs’d  ;  of  which  the  Duke  of  Tork 
and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  receiving  Advice, 
came  and  threw  themfelves  at  his  Feet,  tel-' 
ling  his  High'nefs,  he  had  nothing  to  fear, 
the  great  Enemy  of  the  Nation,  the  Duke  of 
Somerjet ,  was  dead,  and  they  were  now  ready 
to  Obey  him  in  whatever  he  fhould  Com¬ 
mand.  To  which,  ’tis  Laid,  the  King  an- 
fwer’d.  He  defir’d  there  might  be  no  more 
Blood  ihed,  and  he  would  redrefs  whatever 
was  arnifs  in  the  Government.  Then  the 
Duke  of  Tork  attended  the  King  to  St.  Al¬ 
bans  9  and  from  thence  to  London ,  fhewing 
him  as  much  Refpeft,  as  if  he  had  been  vic¬ 
torious.  This  was  the  firft  Battel  fought  be¬ 
tween  the  Houfes  of  Tork  and  Lancajler, 
oear  St.  Albans 5  being  the  31ft  of  May\ 
s  455° 

The  Parliament  afiembled  the  9th  of  July 
afterwards,  being  held  by  a  Commiffion,  di¬ 
rected  to  the  Duke  of  York,  for  the  King 
was  relaps’d  into  his  former  Indifpofition. 

The  firft  thing  they  fell  upon,  was  to  cen- 
fore  the  Conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Somerjet 
and  the  late’ Miniftry,  who  had  abus’d  the 
,f  ■'  King’s 
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King’s  Name  to  the  Deftrudtion  of  the  Na- 
tion,  and  kept  him  in  a  kind  of  Captivity  ;  ~T' ' 
!(particularly  they  condemn’d  the  Practices  that 
were  us’d  to  take  off  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier ,  The  Par- 
and  juftified  the  Duke  of  York's,  taking  Arms  liamentju- 
to  procure  a  Redrefs  of  their  Grievances, 
charging  Somerfet  with  all  the  Blood  that  had  York's, 
been  fpilt,  by  concealing  the  Letters  which  Conduit, 
the  Duke  of  York  fent  to  the  King  in  order 
to  prevent  the  late  Troubles.  They  alfo  re¬ 
fum’d  the  Crown  Lands,  and  reftor’d  the 
Duke  his  Poff  of  Protestor  by  Adt  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

And  now  the  Duke  having  obtain’d  a  Vic-  a.D.  145& 
tory  over  his  Enemies,  and  procur’d  a  Parlia-  * — — — 
menu  fo  far  devoted  to  him  as  to  make  him  34&3S^ 
Protector  of  the  Kingdom,  if  ever  he  had  a  xheDuke 
Defign  to  have  attempted  to  reftore  his  Family  of  Yak 
to  the  Throne  one  would  have  thought  he  made  Pk»- 
fhould  have  attempted  it  in  fuch  Circum- tettor* 
fiances,  or  at  leak  that  he  fhould  have  put  it 
out  of  the  Power  of  the  Nobility  that  were  in 
a  different  Interefl  to  hurt  him.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  neither  the  Queen  or  any  of  the  Nobi¬ 
lity  who  had  appear’d  in  Arms  againfl  him, 
were  put  under  the  leaf!  Reftraint,  or  any  of 
their  Eftates  confifcated.  But  the  Duke  foon  He  is_dif- 
found  Realon  to  repent  his  extraordinary  Le- 
nicy,  for  the  King  recovering  from  hislllnefs,  gu,n 
took  from  him  the  Pro teclor ih ip  again  •,  and 
the  Queen  introduc’d  fo  many  of  his  Enemies 
into  the  Council,  that  he  had  no  longer  any 
Influence  there  •,  whereupon  he  retir’d  with 
the  Earls  of  Salijlmry  and  Warwick  into  the 
North  of  England.  Soon  after  which  a  Tu-  A  Tumult 
mult  happen’d  in  London ,  occafion’d  by  a  mt 
Quarrel  between  an  Italian  and  an  Englijh- 
man  •,  and  the  King  fending  the  Duke  of  Ex- 

C  c  2  eter 
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A.T>.\\^eter  to  fupprefs  it,  and  apprehend  the  prin- 
'  ^ cipal  Rioters,  he  met  with  fuch  Oppofition 

from  the  Citizens  that  he  found  it  difficult  to 
^  execute  his  Commiffton.  The  Queen,  ’tis 
faid,  apprehending  that  the  Torkifts  had  fo¬ 
mented  this  Infurredtion,  and  that  fhe  and  her 
Adherents  fbould  be  always  in  Danger  while 
the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Heads  of  that  Party 
were  at  Liberty,  was  perpetually  contriving 
how  fhe  might  get  them  into  her  Power. 
London  fhe  found  was  in  the  Intereft  of  the 
Torkifts ,  and  therefore  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
make  any  Attempts  againft  them  there. 
Whereupon  fhe  remov’d  the  Court  to  Coven¬ 
try ,  from  whence  fhe  fent  Letters  to  the  Duke 
of  York  and  the  two  Earls  his  Friends,  fign’d 
by  the  King,  defiring  they  would  come  to 
him  and  give  him  their  Advice  on  fome  im¬ 
portant  Occafion  •,  and  tho’  they  could  not 
but  be  convinc’d  that  the  Queen  was  their  ir¬ 
reconcilable  Enemy,  they  all  ventur’d  to  come 
to  Coventry ,  tru fling  probably  to  the  Num¬ 
bers  they  carried  with  them  for  their  Pro¬ 
tection.  But  when  they  found  that  the  Queen 


The 

Queen  en¬ 
deavours 
to  lurprize 
the  Duke 

of  Tort:, 


fJc.  but  he  paci  provided  a  greater  Force  than  ufually 
£  (capes,  attencjec}  the  Court  in  time  of  Peace,  and  re¬ 
ceiv’d  Advice  from  fame  of  their  Friends  that 
there  was  a  Deftgn  againft  them,  they  left  the 
Court  on  a  hidden,  and  efcap’d  the  Snare, 
#.Q.i45-/  The  Duke  of  York  retir’d  to  Wales,  Salifbury 

- intG  Yorkjhire ,  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to 

J5&-36H6  Calais  where  he  was  Governor,  and  remain’d 
quiet  for  fame  time,  the  Court  being  taken  up 
and  Scots  .  in  guarding  the  Coafts  againft  the  French , 
jtifult  the  who  burnt  Sandwich  and  fome  other  Places  on 
$ngtijh.  '  the  South  of  England  ;  or  in  defending  the 
Borders  againft  the  Scots ,  who  plunder’d  the 
Northern  Counties  about  the  fame  time,  But 

the 
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die  French  being  repuls’d,  and  the  Truce  re-  ^.£.1458 
new’d  with  the  Scots ,  the  contending  Parties  "77  77 
at  home  began  to  make  frefh  Preparations  to 
encounter  each  other,  when  fome  great  Men, 
apprehenfive  of  the  fatal  Confequences  of  thefe  Th zTork- 
Feuds,  prevail’d  on  both  Parties  to  come  to  lJ}s  and 
London ,  and  put  their  Differences  to  Arbitra- 
tion  again  ;  and  becaufe  neither  fide  fhould  be  mittoano- 
apprehenfive  of  being  furpriz’d,  each  Noble-  ther  Arbi- 
man  was  permitted  to  bring  what  Troops  he  tratlon- 
pleas’d  with  him  for  his  Guard,  and  they  were  T, 
quarter’d  with  their  refpedlive  Friends  in  dif-  up  e 
ferent  parts  of  the  Town;  the  Duke  of  York  Quartersin 
and  his  Party  in  the  City,  and  the  young 
Duke  of  Somerfet  and  his  Friends  about  Hoi-  Yjl  their 
horn  and  Temple-Bar,  while  Sir  Godfrey  Bullain ,  erents» 
the  Lord  Mayor,  went  the  Rounds  every 
Night  with  his  Militia,  confifting  of  feveral 
thoufand  Men,  to  preferve  the  Peace.  And 
tho’  fome  Noblemen  had  more  numerous 
Guards,  we  find  none  fo  much  admir’d  as 
thofe  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  confifting  of 
fix  hundred  Men,  in  Red  Coats  embroider’d 
with  ragged  Staves. 

The  Parties  being  thus  affembled  at  Lon-  They  are 
don ,  and  the  Arbitrators  chofen,  an  Award  reconcil’d 
was  made  on  the  third  of  April ,  that  each  J^.ppea‘ 
Party  fhould  forgive  the  other  all  Injuries  re¬ 
ceiv’d  before  that  time,  and  that  the  Duke  of 
York  and  his  Friends  fhould  be  admitted  into 
the  Privy  Council.  Whereupon  they  all  em¬ 
brac’d  and  profefs’d  an  everlafting  Fricndfhip; 
and  two  Days  after  a  Thankfgiving  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  this  happy  Reconciliation;  when 
the  great  Men  of  both  fides  took  Elands  and 
march’d  in  folemn  Procefiion  to  St.  Paul's  ; 
after  whom  came  the  King  in  Perfon,  fol¬ 
low’d  by  the  Queen  leaning  on  the  Duke  of 

York, 
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A.D.u,^  York,  and,  to  outward  Appearance,  perfectly 
„V&  fatisfy’d  with  this  Accommodation.  How- 
ever,  the  Duke  of  York  loon  after  retir’d  into 
Yorkjhire  with  the  Earl  of  Salisbury ,  and  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  went  to  Calais  but  the 
latter  happening  to  meet  with  fome  Genoeft 
Ships  in  his  Paflfage,  with  whom  he  had  an 
Encounter,  was  recall’d  to  Court  to  give  an 
Account  of  his  Conduft  upon  the  Complaint 
of  the  Genoefe ,  who  were  then  in  an  Alliance 
with  England. 

The  Earl  The  Earl  was  detain’d  feveral  Weeks  at 
of  War-  London  in  defending  this  Adtion  ;  and  one 
T)Ck  er*  of Evening  as  he  was  going  from  the  Council, 
hi  s' Life  at  there  happening  a  Quarrel  between  one  of  the 
Court.  King’s  Servants  and  another  of  the  Earl  of 
Warwick' s,  the  King’s  Servants  afTembled, 


and  having  kill’d  and  wounded  feveral  of  the 


Earl’s  Retinue,  fell  upon  the  Earl  himfelf  ; 
and  it  was  with  Difficulty  he  efcap’d  to  his 
Barge,  which  lay  at  Weftminjler-Stairs .  Soon 
after  he  heard  an  Order  was  iffu’d  to  commit 
him  to  the  Tower,  which  induc’d  him  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Court  had  contriv’d  this  Tumult 
on  purpofe  to  difpatch  him  out  of  the  Way, 
Whereupon  he  immediately  fled  into  the 
North,  where  he  had  a  Conference  with  the 
Duke  of  York  and  the  Eari  of  Salisbury ,  the 
Refult  whereof  was,  that  as  the  Court  had  e- 
J.D  1459  vidently  an  Intention  to  take  them  offi  pri- 

- - ■_  vately  one  after  another,  they  flnould  again  have 

recourie  to  Arms ;  that  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
T hzTork-  fhould  return  to  Calais  to  fecure  that  Fortrefs; 
ifis  arm  a-  and  that  the  Duke  or  York  fhould  raiie  an  Ar- 
gain  rny  in  Wales ,  while  Salisbury  aflembled  ano¬ 
ther  in  the  North.  The  Queen  having  Intel¬ 
ligence  of  their  Motions,  lent  ten  thoufand 
Men,  under  the  Command  of  the  Lord  Aud- 
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?_>’»  to  oppofe  the  Earl  of  Salisbury ,  whom  he  A.D.  1459 

ound  with  a  Body  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  - - 

den  encamp’d  on  Boreheath  in  Shropshire, 
rhere  being  only  a  fmall  River  between  the 
wo  Armies,  and  the  Earl  much  inferior  in  T, 

3oint  of  Numbers,  immediately  decamp’d,  of 
•nd  feem’d  to  march  off  with  Precipitation,  btatbXaA 
vhich  induc’d  the  Lord  Audley  to  pafs  the  A4b 
iiver  and  purfue  him  without  any  manner  of  kiU’d 
Drder  ;  but  the  Earl  obferving  their  Confu- 
ion,  return’d  and  charg’d  the  Lord  Audit y 
)efore  half  his  Troops  were  come  over  ;  and 
hus  divided,  entirely  defeated  them,  the  Lord 
iudley  himfelf  being  kill’d  in  the  Field  of 
Mattel. 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury  afterwards  purfu’d 
lis  March,  and  join’d  the  Duke  of  York  on 
:he  Borders  of  Wales  •,  but  what  is  very  fur- 
prizing,  they  continu’d  there  for  fix  or  feven 
Vlonths  without  entering  upon  any  Action 
whatever.  In  the  mean  time  the  Queen  ha¬ 
zing  affembled  a  numerous  Army  in  order  to 
ittack  the  .Malecon  tents,  the  Duke  of  'York 
ent  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  at  Calais  to  come 
o  his  Affiftance  with  part  of  his  Garrifon, 
who  accordingly  brought  over  a  ftrong  De 
:achment,  which  having  join’d  the  Army  of 
;he  Yorkijh ,  they  encamp’d  near  Ludlow .  On 
.he  other  hand,  the  King  being  advanc’d  as 
ar  as  Gloucejler ,  fent  and  offer’d  the  Yorkejls  a 
Pardon  on  Condition  they  would  lay  down 
dieir  Arms ;  but  it  was  anfwer’d,  they  could 
,‘0t  rely  on  fuch  Pardons  which  were  intended 
inly  to  enfnare  them,  as  appear’d  by  the  At- 
empt  made  on  the  Earl  of  Warwick  at  Lon¬ 
don.  However,  as  they  had  taken  up  Arms 
jn  their  own  Defence  only,  if  there  could  be 
my  Means  found  out  to  render  them  fe.cure  in 

their 
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A.D.i^g  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  againft  the  Miniftry 
g  rj,  who  fought  their  Deftrudtion,  they  were  ready 
Co  lay  them  down,  and  defir’d  to  be  efteem’d 
dutiful  Subjedts. 

Th eX<»-6-  Thefe  Parleys  prov’d  of  mifchievous  Con- 

ip  de-  fequence  to  the  Yorkifts.  It  is  probable  the 
their  ^  F°rces  under  their  Command  apprehended 
Troops,  that  their  Leaders  were  making  Terms  for 
themfelves,  and  that  the  Multitude,  as  is  too 
common,  would  be  left  to  the  Mercy  of  their 
Enemies.  Whereupon  a  great  Defertion  hap¬ 
pen’d  among  their  Troops ;  and  even  Andrew 
Trollop ,  who  commanded  the  Detachment 
from  Calais ,  went  over  in  the  Night-time  to 
They  dif-  the  King’s  Army.  The  Chiefs  of  the  Male- 
contents  thereupon  thought  fit  to  difperfe. 
The  Duke  of  York,  with  his  fecond  Son  the 
Earl  of  Rutland ,  embark’d  for  Ireland  ;  and 
the  Earl  of  March  his  eldeft  Son,  with  the 
Earls  of  Salisbury  and  Warwick ,  went  over  to 
Calais.  The  reft  of  their  Army  finding  their 
Generals  gone,  fubmitted  to  the  King,  who 
caus’d  fome  of  the  Officers  to  be  put  to  Death, 
notwithftanding  the  Pardon  which  had  been 
The  York-  promis’d  them.  And  at  a  Parliament  which 
*/?/ attaint-  was  held  at  Wejlminfier  in  Decejnber  following, 
ed  of  High  the  Duke  of  York ,  the  Earl  of  March ,  the 
Treafon,  jvarjs  Qf  Salisbury  and  Warwick ,  with  feveral 
other  Perfons  of  Diftindtion,  were  attainted  of 
High  Treafon,  and  their  Eftates  confifcated. 

This  InlUrredtion  being  fupprefs’d,  the 
Queen  feht  a  Body  of  Troops,  under  the 
Command  of  the  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  to  en¬ 
deavour  the  Recovery  of  Calais  out  of  the 
Hands  of  the  Yorkifts ,  and  procur’d  him  a 
Commiffion  to  be  Governor  of  the  Town 
when  he  fhould  have  taken  it.  The  Duke  of 
Somerfet  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Caftle  of 

Guinesi 
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Qu'ine'h  but  found  he  was  not  ftroilg  enough  ofD.1460 
t'd  attack  Calais  and  therefore  lent  to  the  g^.  gY 
Qheeh  fora  Reinforcement  of  Troops,  and  a 
Meet  to  block  up  the  Town  by  Sea.  Accord-  The  Earl 
Iflgiy  d  Fleet  was  actually  afiembled  at  Sand-  oiWar* 
With  Land  Foi'ces  ready  to  embark :  "Y ^ur' 
Of  whieh  tM  Lari  Of  tVarwUk  receiving  In-  "sanVvkk. 
Mligeficgifent  0¥er  a  Detachment  commanded 
by  Sit  J'oldn&erihiirii  ioS  andwich  who  furpriz’d 
the  Forbes  afferbbied  there  in  the  Night¬ 
time^  while  the}/  Weft1  afleep  •,  and  made  the 
Sailors  fuch  advaritagious  Offers,  that  they 
agreed  to  ferve  the  Earl  of  IVarzvick ,  and 
brought  over  the  Fleet  to  Calais  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  block  it  up. 

The  Earl  of  IVarzvick  having  now  a  Elect 
under  his  Command,  made  ufe  ot  it  to  con¬ 
voy  him  to  Ireland ,  where  he  had  a  Confe¬ 
rence  with  the  Duke  of  York ,  and  then  reT 
turn’d  to  Calais.  The  Duke  of  Exeter ,  Admiral 
of  the  Englijh  Fleet,  had  Orders  to  intercept 
him-,  but  either  .finding  the  Earl  too  ftrong, 
or  doubting  the  Fidelity  of  his  own  Officers, 
thought  fit  to  let  him  pals  unmolefted.  The  A  Cork- 
Queen  fufpcdlirig  by  thsfe  Motions  that  the  million  if- 
Yorkijis  defign’d  her  another  Vffit  in  England ,  ^ 
iffti’d  out  Commiffions  to  fuch  Counties  as  fhe  rentsofthe 
efteem’d  molt  cl  i  fane  died  for  apprehending  Duke  of 
and  trying  the  Adherents  of  the  Duke  otYork  Cork. 
for  Fligh  Treafon,  notwithftanding  the  former 
Pardon  that  had  been  granted  them  ;  and  fe- 
veral  People  were  put  to  death  who  had  ap¬ 
pear’d  moil  zealous  in  the  Caufe  of  the  York- 
ijls :  By  this  Means  fhe  propos’d  to  deter  that 
Party  from  joining  the  Duke  of  York  if  he 
fhould  attempt  to  land.  But  thefe  Profecu 
tions  had  a  very  different  Effecl  ;  for  the 
7'orkifts  now  looking  upon  their  Condition  as 

Vol.  XVIII.  Dd  defperate 
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defperate,  began  immediately  to  confult  how 
they  might  prevent  their  Deftrudtion.  The 
County  of  Kent,  and  the  City  of  London  in 
particular,  which  had  been  always  remarkable 
lor  their  Adherence  to  the  Duke  of  York ,  ex¬ 
pecting'  to  be  firft  made  a  Sacrifice  to  their 
Enemies,  fent  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to 
bring  what  Forces  he  could  to  their  Affiftance, 
and  they  were  unanimoufly  refolv’d  to  ]oin 
him  as  foon  as  he  appear’d.  The  Earl  of 
Warwick  hereupon  fent  over  the  Lord  Falcon- 
bridge  t  with  a  ffrong  Squadron,  to  the  Coaff 
of  Kent ,  to  concert  Meafures  with  the  Male- 
contentents,  who  encountering  Sir  Simon 
Montfort  that  commanded  the  King’s  Ships  in 
the  Channel,  took  Sir  Simon  and  a  great  many 
of  his  Officers  Prifoners,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
turn’d  to  Calais,  after  he  had  vifited  the 
Coafts  of  Kent.  The  Lord  Falconbridge  re¬ 
porting  that  a  great  many  of  the  Yorkijls  had 
already  been  executed  as  Tray  tors,  the  Earl 
of  March  caus’d  the  Heads  of  feveral  of  the 
Officers  that  were  taken  to  be  ffruck  off  by 
way  of  Retaliation  for  the  Sufferings  of  his 
Friends  in  England  3  and  underftanding  how 
univerfally  difguffed  die  People  were  with  the 
Miniftry,  he  embark’d  with  the  Earls  of  Sa¬ 
lisbury  and  Warwick ,  and  only  fifteen  hundred 
Men,  and  landing  at  Sandwich ,  march’d  di¬ 
rectly  for  London ,  being  join’d  in  his  Way  by 
forty  thoufand  Men,  and  enter’d  the  City 
without  Gppofition.  The  Queen,  who  was 
then  at  Coventry ,  had  fent  the  Lord  Scales  a 
little  before  with  a  Detachment  of  her  Army 
to  fecure  London ,  but  the  Citizens  refus’d  to 
open  their  Gates  to  him  and  all  that  he 
could  do  was,  to  throw  a  Reinforcement  of 
Troops  into  the  Tower,  of  which  he  was  Go¬ 
vernor  j  from  whence  he  annoy’d  the  Citizens 

pretty 
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pretty  much  with  his  Cannon,  but^as  not  1460 
able  to  prevent  the  Torkijts  taking  Pofieffion  #5 
of  the  Town, 

The  Queen  hereupon  began  her  March 
from  Coventry  towards  London ,  having  given 
the  Command  of  her  Army  to  the  youngDuke 
of  Somerfet  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham :  The 
Earl  of  March  receiving  Advice  of  her  Ap¬ 
proach,  march’d  with  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
and  the  Lord  Cobham  at  the  Head  of  25000 
Men  to  meet  her,  and  came  in  fight  of  the 
Royal  Army  near  Northampton :  The  Queen 
was  fo  confident  of  Succefs  that  fhe  pafs  d  a 
fmall  River  that  defended  her  Camp  to  meet 
the  Enemy,  and  about  two  o’Clock  in  the  Af¬ 
ternoon,  on  the  1 9th  of  July,  the  two  Armies  TheBattel 
join’d  Battel  :  The  Vidtory  remain’d  doubt-^^* 
ful  for  about  two  Hours,  when  the  Lord  Grcy^ieQueai 
of  Ruthin ,  who  commanded  Part  of  thedefeated. 
King’s  Troops,  deferting  over  to  the  Torkifis , 
turn’d  the  Fortune  of  the  Day  :  The  Duke  of 
Bucks,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  Son  to  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Talbot,  and  the  Lord  John  Beaumont 
were  kill’d  in  the  Field  with  ten  thoufand 
more  of  the  Royalifts,  and  the  King  was  taken  The  King 
in  his  Tent  ;  but  the  Queen  and  the  Duke  oftafcen, 
Somerfet  efcap’d  out  of  the  Battel  and  retir’d 
into  the  North  of  England. 

The  Torkijts  itill  gave  the  King  the  Refpedl 
of  a  Crown’d  Head,  and  attending  him  to 
London ,  prevail’d  on  him  to  fummon  a 
Parliament  t©  meet  on  the  fecond  of  October, 
and  fent  to  the  Duke  of  York  to  haften  into 
England,  that  they  might  take  Advantage 
of  the  happy  Situation  their  Affairs  were  in. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  pafs’d  feveral  Adis 
in  favour  of  his  Conquerors.  By  one  he  con¬ 
firm’d  the  Earl  of  Warwick  in  the  Govern- 
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J.D.  1460  mentof  Calais  and  by  another  declar’d  fh® 
”  Duke  of  Tom  and  his  Adherents  his  good  and 
loyal  Subjects,  as  Appears  by  Rymer ft  Vol.  j  t„ 
p.460,  &c.  The  Scots  hoping  to  make  fome 
Advantage  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  England , 
enter’d  the  Englijh  Borders,  and  laid  fiege  to 
K'Pg°*  Roxburgh ,  where  Janies  II.  was  kill’d  bv- 
'Ro  bur 1  th£  burlhng  of  one  of  his  own  Cannon  ;  how-: 

XJ  '  "  ever  his  Queen  carried  on  the  Siege  afterwards 
Charles  j  ar|d  took  the  Town,  Charles  VII,  King  of 
King  of  France  died  the  fame  Year,  on  the  22d  of  July, 
fxai.cc  6v^.Y[ft  was  fo  much  afraid  of  being  poifon’d  by 
the  Practices  of  the  Dauphin  his  Son,  that  he 
refus’d  to  take  any  Nourifhment  for  7  or  8 
Days,  and  at  length  when  he  wou’d  have 
eaten  he  cou’d  not ;  fo  that  he  was  in  reality 
Ifarv’d  to  Peath  in  the  60th  Year  of  his  Age, 
The  Parliament  of  England  afiembling  the 
"Fhe  Duke  of  October,  the  Duke  of  York  arriv’d  a 
D'  ./hi;,  Ti-Day  °r  two  afterwards,  and  went  immediate- 
tie  before  ly  to  the  Houle  of  Peers,  and  going  up  to  the 
the  Parlia- Throne,  laid  his  Hand  upon  it,  in  expecfati- 
?henh  on,  fay  our  Hiftorians,  that  the  Houfe  wou’d 
have  immediately  declar’d  himKingand  plac’d 
him  in  it ;  but  obferving  nothing  in  the  Plo.ufe 
that  tended  that  way,  he  retir’d  in  fome  Con- 
fufion  j  and  the  next  Day  having  order’d  his 
Claim  to  the  Crown  to  be  drawn  up  in 
Writing  and  engrofs’d,  lent  it  to  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  wherein  he  fhewsthat  he  was  the  Son 
and  ITeir  of  Anne ,  Daughter  and  Heir 

of  Roger  Mortimer  Earl  of  March ,  Son  and 
Heir  of  Philippa  the  idle  Daughter  and  Heir 
of  Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  3d  Son  of 
King  Edward  III.  whereas  Henry  was  de¬ 
pended  from  John  of  Gaunt  Duke  of  Lane  after, 
the  4th  Son  of  Edward  III  .  adding  that  he 

wou’d 
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not  defire  the  Crown  unlefs  his  Title  -d.D.  1469 

W^indifputable  .  ,  ,  ^  ,  ,  38&39H6 

Whereupon  the  Lords,  with  the  Duke  s  ' /yyj 
Content,  order’d  the  King’s  Council  to  attend  Objeftions 
and  make  Objections  to  this  Title,  if  they  Ij*ad®t° 
had  any  :  The  Council  thereupon  appear’d  ^rork^ 
and  objeded,  _  _  Title, 

1.  That  the  Lords  and  the  Duke  himfelf 
had  taken  the  Oaths  to  King  Henry. 

2.  That  ieveral  ACts  of  Parliament  had 
been  made  which  extinguifh’d  the  Duke’s 
Title. 

3.  That  other  ACts  had  entail’d  the  Crown 
on  the  Heirs  of  Henry  IV. 

4.  That  the  Duke  of  York  bore  the  Arms 
of  Edmund  of  Langley ,  5th  Son  of  Edward  IU. 
from  whom  he  was  delcended  by  the  Male 
Line,  and  not  the  Arms  of  Lionel  the  3d  Son. 

5.  That  Henry  IV.  claim’d  the  Crown  as 
Right  Heir  of  Henry  III.  and  not  as  Heir  to 
Edward  III. 

To  thefe  Objections  the  Duke  reply’d,  The  Ob 

1.  That  no  Oath  ought  to  be  perform’d  bjeftions 
when  it  tended  to  the  Suppreflion  of  Truth  anbyerd 

and  Right.  Duke. 

To  the  2d  and  3d,  That  he  knew  of  no 
ACts  that  limited  the  Succefiaon  of  the  Crown 
to  Henry  IV,  and  his  Pleirs,  unlefs  fome  that 
were  made  by  the  Wrong-doer  himfelf  •,  and 
if  he  had  had  a  Right  to  the  Crown  he  needed 
no  fuch  ACts.  To  the  4th,  That  he  was  en¬ 
titled  to  bear  the  Arms  of  the  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence,  but  he  forbore  it  lor  a  Time,  as  he  did 
his  Claim  to  the  Crown,  for  Reafons  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  of. 

As  to  the  5th,  It  was  a  manifeft  Untruth, 
and  only  alledg’d  by  Henry  IV-  to  give  fome 
Colour  to  his  Ul'urpation. 

'•  ‘  The 
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d.D.i 4.6c?  The  Parliament  having  debated  the  Gb» 

jedlions  and  Anfwers,  came  to  the  following 
Ref°^uti°n5  which  was  pafs’d  into  an  Adi,  viz, 
TheDefer-  That  King  Henry  fhould  enjoy  the  Title  and 
aunation  State  of  a  King  during  his  Life  ;  that  the 

Karnenf  as'  ^10U^  be  acknowledg’d  Heir 

to  the  apparent  to  the  Crown,  and  Protedlor  of  the 
Right  of  King’s  Perfon  and  Dominions.  And  if  King 
(the  two  Henry  or  his  Adherents  fhould  endeavour  to 
^•m£Sj  defeat  the  Execution  of  this  Adi,  the  Duke 
fhould  immediately  be  advanc’d  to  theThrone, 
for  they  acknowledged  the  Right  to  be  in  the 
Duke  of  York  at  prefent,  tho’  for  Peace  Sake 
and  to  avoid  the  fhedding  of  Blood,  he  had 
confented  that  Henry  fhould  enjoy  the  State  of 
a  King  during  his  Life. 

As  the  Duke  of  York*  s  Moderation  appear’d 
in  his  acquiefcing  to  this  Agreement  when 
he  had  a  vidtorious  Army,  and  a  Parliament 
that  would  have  made  very  little  Scruple 
in  declaring  him  King  immediately  if  he  had 
infilled  on  it,  fo  Henry’s  Tranquility  was  no 
lefs  admir’d  j  for  this  Refolution  made  no 
Alteration  in  him  ;  he  faid  his  Prayers  and 
fign’d  fuch  Adis  of  State  as  were  brought 
him  with  the  fame  readinefs  as  when  he  was 
under  the  Diredlion  of  the  Queen  and  the 
Duke  of  Somerfet :  And  among  thefe  the  Duke 
of  York  perfuaded  him  to  fign  one,  requiring 
the  Queen  to  repair  to  him  at  London  : 
But  fhe  did  not  think  fit  to  obey  it,  and  put 
herfelf  into  the  Hands  of  her  Enemies.  On 
TheQueen  the  contrary,  fhe  was  bufy  in  Scotland  and  the 
raifes  For-  North  of  England ,  levying  Forces  to  reflore 
her  Affairs,  where  Soldiers  of  Fortune  and 
neceffitous  People  reforted  to  her  in  great 
Numbers,  on  her  Promife  that  fhe  would 
give  them  the  Plunder  of  all  that  Part  of  Eng- 
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land  that  lay  South  of  Trent.  The  Duke  of  AJD.  1460 
Tork  receiving  Advice  that  the  Queen  wasaf-  — ~~r 
fembling  an  Army  again,  left  the  Care  of  the 
City  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  accompa-  The  Di&s 
ny’d  by  the  Earl  of  Salisbury ,  march’d  towards  of  Tork 
the  North  with  five  thoufand  Men  only,  or-  a’ 

dering  his  Son  the  Earl  of  March  to  aflemble  r' 

the  reft  of  the  Army  that  was  quarter’d  on  the 
Borders  of  Wales  and  the  Weft  of  England , 
and  follow  him-,  but  to  his  great  Surprize 
when  he  came  near  Wakefield ,  he  underftood 
that  the  Queen’s  Forces  were  18  or  20,000 
ftrong,  and  fo  near  him  that  it  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  for  him  to  retire  ;  whereupon  he  threw 
his  little  Army  pnro  the  Caftle  of  Sandall ,  de¬ 
termining  to  wait  there  the  coming  up  of  the 
Army  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  March , 
but  the  . Caftle  not  being  ftor’d  with  Provifi- 
ons  fufficient  for  fo  great  a  Body  of  Men,  and 
the  Queen  appearing  before  it,  he  thought  it 
moft  advifable  to  endeavour  to  break  through 
her  Forces  before  they  were  entrench’d,  and  not 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  befieg’d  in  form,  knowing 
he  fhouid  be  forc’d  to  furrender  in  a  few  Days 
for  want  of  Provisions.  Accordingly  he  fal-  The  Baud 
lied  out  of  the  Caftle  on  the  laft  Day  of  De-  °1kVake- 
cember  *,  but  being  furrounded  by  the  Enemy 
as  he  endeavour’d  to  force  his  Way  over 
Wakefield  Green,  he  was  kill’d  in  the  Encount-  TheTWkc 
er,  and  his  Army  defeated.  His  Son  the  Earl  of  York 
of  Rutland  being  about  12  Years  of  Age,  fled 
with  his  Governor ;  but  being  overtaken 
by  the  Lord  Clifford ,  was  ftabb’d  to  the 
Heart  to  revenge  his  Father,  who  was  kill’d 
in  the  Battel  of  St.  Alban's.  Many  more  did 
this  Lord  kill  with  his  own  Hand  that  Day 
in  Cold  Blood,  from  whence  he  was  afterwards 
ftil’d  ‘The  Butcher.  He  cut  off  the  Duke  of 
Tork* s  Head  alfo,  and  fixing  .it  on  a  Spear, 
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crown’d  it  with  a  Paper  Crown,  and  prefect' 
ed  it  to  the  Queen,  who  order’d  it  to  be  fgt 
upon  the  Walls  of  York  :  The  Earl  of  Salis¬ 
bury  being  wounded  and  made  Prifoner  in  the 
Battel,  was  carried  to  Pontefract ,  where  hi§ 
Head  was  ftruck  off,  and  afterwards  fet  Up 
near  the  Duke  of  York's. 

Thus  we  have  feeen  the  Duke  of  York}  af~ 
ter  he  had  poffefs’d  himfelf  of  the  Regdl 
Power  (th'o*  not  the  Title  of  King)  and  had  art 
Army  abundantly  fufficient  to  have  fubdu’d 
his  Enemies,  the  King  in  his  Power,  and  £ 
Parliament  ready  to  enad  whatever  he  fhou’d 
didate,  only  for  want  of  good  Intelligence, 
precipitated  from  that  Height  of  Grandeur, 
and  ruin’d  in  a  Moment.  Various  Conjec¬ 
tures  have  been  made  on  his  negleding  to 
take  upon  him  the  Title  of  King  after  the 
Vidory  at  Northampton :  But  the  Reafon  he 
did  not,  feems  to  be  beCaufe  he  thought  the 
Title  of  Regent  or  Protedor  wou’d  be  lefs 
envy’d  than  that  of  King  \  and  as  he  had  pof¬ 
fefs’d  himfelf  of  the  Sovereign  Power,  it  was 
not  very  material  under  what  Title  he  enjoy’d 
it,  efpecially  when  he  had  fecur’d  the  Crown 
to  his  Pofterity.  The  Change  in  this  Cafe  was 
no  more  than  a  Change  of  the  Miniftry  :  All 
things  were  tranfaded  in  King’s  Henry* s  Name, 
while  theQueen  and Somerfet  were  at  the  Helm, 
and  fo  they  were  when  the  Duke  of  York 
had  the  Adminiftration,  which  he  appre¬ 
hended  perhaps  might  be  more  agreeable  to 
many  that  were  in  the  Lancaftrian  Intereft 
than  the  depofmg  Henry ,  and  placing  himfelf 
in  the  Throne.  He  might  propofe  alfo  the 
accomplifhing  his  Ends  by  infenfible  De¬ 
grees  :  He  had  already  poffefs’d  himfelt 
of  the  Regency  •,  and  as  he  hoped  to 
eftablifh  his  Authority  by  Ads  of  Popularity, 

when 
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when  he  had  gained  the  Peoples  Afftdfionshe  A.D.i^o 
was  confcious  they  wou’d  not  be_ backward  in  HG 
complimenting  him  with  the  Title  of  King  :  j 

In  his  whole  Condudt  he  feems  to  have  avoided 
the  Ufe  of  Force  as  much  as  poffible,  looking 
upon  it  perhaps  that  a  Prince  who  does  not 
reign  in  the  Hearts  as  welTasovef  the  Pe-iTons 
of  his  Subjects  is  of  alt  Men  the  mod  unhappy* 
ever  liable  to  Plots  andConfpiracies  againft  his 
Peridn  and  Government,  never  free  from  an¬ 
xious  Cares  and  Fears,  and  not  knowing  whom 
to  Confide  in. 

•The  Duke  perfedlly  underftood  the  Arts  c'f 
War  and  Government.  He  had  (hewn  him- 
felf  an  accomplifh’d  General  and  an  excellent 
Governor  both  in  France  and  Ireland ,  and  no 
doubt  but  his  Adminiftration  wou’d  have 
been  as  acceptable  to  the  Englifi,  if  he  had 
not  been  cut  off  when  he  was  juft  arriv’d  at 
at ■  the  Height  of  his  Wifhes.  -  The  greateft 
Blemifli  to'  his  Memory  in  the  Opinion  of 
fome  is  his  taking  up  Arms  againft  King  Hen¬ 
ry,  when  he  had  fo  often  and  fo  folemnly 
lworn  Allegiance  to  him  :  but  if  it  be  really 
true  that  the  Court  were  ever  contriving  to 
cut  him  off,  and  to  extirpate  the  Houfe  of 
York  (as  he  had  otherwife  an  indubitable 
Rioht  to  the  Crown)  all  the  Oaths  he  had 
taken  feem  to' be  cancell’d  •,  for  when  he  lwore 
to  the  Government, .  it  muft  always  be  lup- 
pos’d,  he  fubmitted  with  a  View  of  being  pro  ¬ 
tected  as  a  Subject;  He  would  never  have 
taken  the  Oaths  to  that  Family  had  he  forefeen 
them  bent  upon  his  Deftruftion.  The  Duke 
was  about  fifty  Years  of  Age  when  he  was' 
kill’d.  His  Body  was  interr’d  firft  at  Ponte¬ 
fract,  and  afterwards  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
•  of  Fotberbigay. 

Vo  i..  XVIII,  Ee  The 
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A.D.iefio  The  Earl  ot  March  (now  Duke  of  York) 
f  ’  was  in  Wales  when  he  receiv’d  Advice  of  the 
Death  of  his  Father,  and  the  Defeat  at  Wake- 
The Earl  field',  and  having  afiembled  his  Army,  confift- 
of  Manb  ing  0f  twenty  four  thoufand  Men,  he  march’d 
at  the  Head  of  them  towards  London ,  when 
he  underftood  that  Jafper  Yudor ,  Earl  of 
Pembroke  was  advancing  after  him  ;  whereup¬ 
on  he  turn’d  back,  and  encountering  the  Earl 
near  Mortimer' s-Crofs  in  Herefordjhire ,  defeat¬ 
ed  his  Army,  taking  his  Brother  (or  as  others 
affirm  the  Earl’s  Father)  OwenYudor  Prifoner, 
whofe  Head  the  Duke  order’d  to  be  ftruck  off, 
as  theQueen  had  theEarl  oiSalisbury's)\ift. before. 

The  Queen  in  the  mean  time  march’d  with 
theutmoit  Diligence  towards  London ,  imagin¬ 
ing  that  the  Citizens  wou’d  have  open’d  their 
Gates  to  her  on  the  Approach  of  her  victorious 
Troops,  and  have  expell’d  the  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick  but  the  Earl  advanc’d  to  meet  her  as 
far  as  St.  Alban's ,  where  the  two  Armies  en~ 
TheQueen  azg\ng,  Warwick's  was  defeated,  tho’  the 
Eadof1  '  Earl  had  the  good  Fortune  to  make  his  Re- 
Waraxiick  treat  with  a  good  Body  of  his  Forces,  and 
near  St.Al-  ,join  the  young  Duke  of  York.  The  Queen  af¬ 
terwards  beheaded  feveral  Perfons  of  Diftinfti-. 
on  in  cold  Blood,  and  among  tire  reft  the 
Lord  Bonvile  and  Sir  Yhomas  Kinel ,  who  had 
the  Care  of  King  Henry's  Perfon  committed  to 
them,  notwithstanding  they  ftaid  with  the 
King  at  his  Requeft,  and  he  had  promis’d 
them  a  Pardon  when  they  were  about  to 
,  make  their  Efcape  out  of  the  Field  with  the 
Blunder'd  *  Earl °f  Warwick.  After  this  Battel  the  Queen 
gave  the  Plunder  of  St.  Alban's  to  her  North¬ 
ern  Army,  who  infilled  upon  it  as  their  Due 
from  the  Promifes  the  Queen  had  made  them 
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when  they  enter’d  into  her  Service  ;  but  this  A.D.\\6i 
fo  terrified  the  Citizens  of  London ,  that  they  .g&+0’H^ 
refolv’d  to  oppofe  her  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
Power,  and  when  theMayor  was  about  to  fend 
her  a  great  Quantity  of  Provifions  which  fhe 
demanded,  the  Citizens  flopp’d  the  Carriages 
at  the  Gates. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  York  and 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  being  fuperiour  to  the 
Queen  in  the  Number  of  their  Forces,  ad¬ 
vanc’d  fo  faft  towards  her,  that  fhe  aban¬ 
don’d  her  Defign  upon  the  City,  and  retreat-  TheQueen 
ed  with  Precipitation  into  the  North  of  Eng-  retires  into 
land  again.  Whereupon  the  Yorkijls  con- thc North° 
tinned  their  March  to  London ,  where  the 
Citizens  receiv’d  them  with  open  Arms : 

They  were  the  more  welcome  to  the  Citi¬ 
zens,  as  they  had  expefted  for  fome  time 
to  be  plunder’d  by  the  Queen’s  Northern 
Troops. 

The  next  Day  the  Army  being  drawn  up  Edward 
in  the  Fields,  on  the  North  fide  of  the  Town,  Duke  of 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  declar’d,  that  King  2JdKinf* 
Henry’s  Adherents  having  violated  the  late  and  Henry 
Aft  of  Succeffion,  the  Crown  was  thereby  depos’d, 
devolv’d  on  the  Duke  of  York,  and  demand¬ 
ed  if  they  would  recognize  him  for  their 
King,  to  which  the  Army  anfwer’d  in  the 
Affirmative,  and  with  loud  Acclamations 
proclaim’d  him  their  Sovereign.  Then  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  affembled  a  grand  Council, 
confifting  of  the  Nobility,  Magiftrates, 
Gentlemen,  and  Citizens  of  any  Figure  a - 
bout  Town,  and  propos’d  the  fame  Queftion 
to  them,  who  concurr’d  with  the  Army,  and 
addrefs’d  the  Duke  to  accept  the  Crown, 
which  after  a  modeft  Refufal,  on  Account  ot 
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AD.  1461  hjs  Youth,  he  at  length  confented  to.  Then 

- - '  the  whole  Affembly  went  in  a  folemn  Pro- 

C/v'NJ  c-®on  co  ^c-  Pau^s->  and  <Te  Benin  was  fang, 
after  which  the  new  King  went  to  IVeftminfter- 
Hall ,  where  being  feateci  on  a  Throne,  with 
St.  Edward’s,  Scepter  in.  his  Hand,  it  was 
again  demanded  of  the  People,  if  they  would 
have  him  for  their  King,  .which  being  an- 
l'wer’d  in  the  Affirmative,  he  went  in  Pro- 
ceffion  to  the  Abby,  and  having  receiv'd  the 
Homages  of  the  Nobility  prefen  t,  return’d 
to  London ,  and  the  next  Day,  being  the  5th 
of  March ,  was  proclaim’d  King,  by  the 
Name  ol  Edward  IV.  in  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Town.  And  here  our  Hiftorians  ending  the 
Reign  of  Henry  VI.  I  fhall,  according  to, 
Cuftom,  enquire  into  his  Character,  tho’  he 
was  again  reftor’d  to  his  Throne  for  a  ffiort 
time,  and  liv’d  twelve  Years  after  the  Accei- 
fion  of  Edward  IV. 

Hefty  VI  King  Henry  was  tall,  {lender,  and  well 
his  Ferfon  proportion’d,  nor  did  he  want  good  Fea- 
andCha-  tures  -3  but  in  all  the  Portraits  we  have  of 
j-icter.  there  is  a  remarkable  Simplicity,  or 

rather  Stupidity,  in  his  Looks  ;  and  by  his 
Conduct,  through  the  whole  Courie  oi  his 
Reign,,  one  would  be  tempted  -  to  think  he 
was  a  mere  I  deaf,  void  of  Paffion,  and  void 
of  Common  Senle  ;  ever  govern’d  by  thole 
about  him,  and  making  no  Diftindtion  be¬ 
tween  Friends  and  Foes,  or  between  Profperi- 
ty  and  Adverfity,  •  infomuch  that  his  Reign 
might  more  properly,  be  Hill’d,  The  Reign  of 
his  Minifters ,  than  his  own.  This  is  the  molt 
favourable  Character  can  be  given  of  him, 
for  if  we  allow  him  a  Grain  of  Underfcanding, 
he  muft  be  acknowledg’d  one  of  the  world  cf 

Men, 
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Men,  guilty  of  breaking  the  moft  folemn 
Contracts,  guilty  of  the  Murder  of  fome  of 
his  neareft  Relations  and  bed  Subjects,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucejien  one  Day 
firming  Adts  and  Orders  for  attainting^  and 
executing  his 'Enemies,  and  a  very  little  af¬ 
ter,  iffuing  the  like  Orders  againft  his  Friends. 

He  feems  to  have  had  fome  Notion  of  the 
"other  World,  but  very  little  of  this;  he  pray ’4 
without  ceafing,  in  a  literal  Senfe,  perform’d 
the  fevered  Penances,  and  was  very  abftemi- 
qus,  but  was  little  concern’d  at  the  Murders 
and  Devadations  daily  committed  in  his 
Kingdom,  provided  his  own  Perfon  was  fe- 
cure.  Some  confiderable  Religious  Founda-  Religious 
tions  indeed  are  afcrib’d  tp  him,  particularly 
King1  s-College  in  Cambridge ,  with  its  magnifi-  Reign. 
cent  Chapel,  and  the  College  of  Eaton  near 
Windfor  ;  but  thefe  he  was  probably  bufied 
in,  by  fome  of  his  Courtiers,  that  he  might 
have  no  Leifure  to  enquire  into  their  Con¬ 
duct.  His  Queen  Margaret  alfo  founded 
Queer!. s-College  in  Cambridge ,  by  way  of  At- 
tonement  or  Compofition  with  Heaven,  pof- 
fibly  for  innumerable  Crimes  of  the  deeped 
die. 

In  the  fame  Reign  Henry  Chichely ,  Arch- 
biihop  of  Canterbury ,  founded  the  Colleges 
c»f  All  Souls  and  Bernards  in  Oxford :  And 
William  Wanflete ,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter  and 
Lord  Chancellor,  founded  St.  Mary  Magda - 
lens-College  in  Oxford. 

His  Title  was  no  better  than  his  Grandfa-  His  Title, 
ther’s  Henry  IV.  unlefs  his  long  Pofieffion 
added  to  his  Right. 

He  married  Margaret,  Daughter  of  Key-  His  Mar- 
ner  Duke  of  Anjou,  and  titular  'King  of  Je-  riage  and 
.  rufalem,mi * 
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rufalem ,  Sicily,  and  Arragon ,  who  being  taken 
Prifoner  at  the  Battel  of  Tewkjbury,  the  French 
King  fome  Years  afterwards  purchas’d  her 
Liberty  for  fifty  thoufand  Crowns,  and  fhe 
died  in  France.  The  King  had  one  Son  by 
her,  nam’d  Edward ,  who  was  affaffinated 
after  the  Battel  of  Tewkjbury. 

Statutes  The  m°ft  remarkable  Statutes  pafs’d  in  this 
pars'd  in  Reign,  were, 

tiiis-Reign.  The  8  Hen.  6.  Cap.  i.  Enadting,  That 
Convoca-  ^  Clergy  of  the  Convocation  fhould  enjoy 
the  fame  Privileges  as  Members  of  Parlia- 
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ment. 

The  8  Hen.  6.  Cap.  7.  and  the  10  Hen.  6. 
Cap.  2.  Enabling,  That  all  Knights  of  Shires 
fhould  be  refident  in  the  Counties,  for  which 
they  were  elected  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  and 
fhould  be  feiz’d  of  Freehold  Lands  or  Tene¬ 
ments  of  the  Value  of  forty  Shillings  per  Ann. 
and  that  if  any  Sheriff  fhould  return  a  Knight 
not  fo  qualified,  he  fhould  forfeit  one  hundred 
Pound  ;  and  that  no  Perfon  fhould  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  Vote  at  fuch  an  Election,  who  was 
not  feiz’d  of  forty  Shillings,  per  Ann.  Freer 
hold. 


Juries.  The  8  Hen.  6.  Cap.  29.  That  Juries  fhould 
be  one  half  Foreigners,  where  an  Alien  was  a 
Party. 

Stews,  The  n  Hen.  6.  Cap.  1.  That  no  Perfon 
dwelling  in  the  Stews  in  Southwark  fhould  be 
of  a  Jewry,  or  keep  any  Inn  or  Tavern  elfe- 
where. 

Juftices  of  The  18  Hen.  6.  Cap.  n.  That  no  Perfon 

Peace  fhould  aft  as  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  who  was 
not  feiz’d  of  Lands  to  the  Value  of  twenty 
Pounds  per  Ann, 


The 
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The  20  Hen.  6.  Cap.  9.  That  a  Baronefs  Bornnei. 
fhould  be  tried  as  a  Peer. 

The  23  Hen.  6.  Cap.  8.  That  no  Man  Sheriff, 
fhould  be  Sheriff  or  Under  Sheriff,  more  than 
one  Year. 

The  23  Hen.  6.  Cap.  16.  Contains  the  Me-  Members 
thod  of  electing  Members  to  ferve  in  Parlia-  ^ 
meat,  and  a  Penalty  on  return  Officers  ma¬ 
king  falfe  Returns. 

The  31  Hen.  6.  Cap.  1.  Enadts,  That  Cade. 
John  Cade  be  adjudg’d  a  Tray  tor,  and  all 

Adis  done  by  him  to  be  void. 

39  Hen t  6.  Cap.  7.  Enadls,  That  there  Attornies. 

fhall  be  but  fix  Attornies  in  Norfolk ,  fix  in 
Suffolk ,  and  two  in  Norwich. 

In  this  Reign  the  Englifh  feem  to  have  Searches 
made  great  Search  after  the  Philofophers-Stone ,  ^hfophcn 
and  a  certain  Elixir  Vitce being  a  Draught  Stone  aod 
compos’d  to  prolong  Life,  and  cure  all  In-  the  Elixir 
firmities  and  Difeafes.  We  find  feveral  Pa- 
tents  in  Rymer’s  Adis  of  State ,  empowering 
People  to  go  on  in  thefe  Searches,  notwith- 
ftanding  former  Statutes  againft  the  endea¬ 
vouring  to  find  out  the  Philofophers-Stone , 
the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  &c.  Nor 
were  the  Englifh  the  only  People  that  imagin’d 
they  had  found  out  Phe  Grand  Elixir  of  Life% 
the  Chinefe  compofe  a  Draught,  which  they 
call  Phe  Immortal  Liquor ,  and  tho’  they  fee 
thofe  that  drink  it  die  every  Day,  they  ftill 
believe  i'uch  a  Draught  may  be  compos’d  as 
to  render  them  immortal,  and  that  it  is  only 
the  over  looking  fome  Ingredient  in  the 
Recipe,  that  Occafions  its  failing  in  any 
Inftance.  See  the  Modern  Hiftory  of  China , 

Yol.  L 
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Taxes  were  very  frequent  in  this  Reign, 
either  to  maintain  the  War  in  France ,  or  fup- 
prefs  Infurredtions  at  home  ;  but  we  find  a 
Land  Tax  in  the  29th  of  Hen.  6.  propor¬ 
tion’d  to  the  Circumftances  of  the  Subject* 
a  Perlon  who  had  not  above  20  /.  per  Ann. 
was  to  pay  6  d.  in  the  Pound  ;  he  who  had 
3.bove  20 1.  a  Year  and  under  200,  was  to 
pay  12  d.  in  the  Pound  ;  and  every  Perfon 
leiz’d  of  Lands  to  the  Value  of  200  l.  per  Ann, 
and  upwards,  was  to  pay  2  s.  in  the  Pound, 
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C  H  A  V:  XXVI. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  Edward  IV. 

ED  WAR  ft  IV.  v/a$  about  twenty  A.D.uftl 

Years  of  Age  when,  he  afcended  the  — - - 

Throne,  and  was  icarc'e  feared  in  it  when  he  Ay  lEd  P 
was  oblig’d  to  take  the  Field  to  defend  his 
Poflefilon,  Margaret ,  King  Henry*  s  Queen,  ward  mar- 
had  been  fo  futcefsful  in  levying  Troops  in  chesagamft 
the  North,  that  Itre  had  on  a  iudden  enemas’ d  9l~een 
her  Army  to  fjxty  thoufand  Men  •  agairlft  argarn 
whom  Edward ,  accompanied  by  the  Earj  of 
W rrwic'k,,  march’d,  with  an  Intention  tp  give 
her  Battel,  and  being  arriv’d  at  PontfraU  in 
Yorkshire,  order’d  the  Lord  Fitz-lf, alter  to 
poll  himfelf  with  a  ftrong  Detachment  at 
Ferrybridge  upon  the  River  Are,  to  feciire  the 
Pa  flag  e  of  their  Troops,  which  he  effected  ; 
but  his  Troops  were  afterwards  defeated  and 
driven  from  thence  by  the  Lord  Clifford , 

Fitz- Walter  himfelf  being  kill’d  in  the  Fight; 

As  this  was  a  Pofl:  of  great  Importance,  the 
EarIof/PbmrV£  lent  another  Body  of  Troops, 

Under  the  Command  Of  his  Brother  the  Lord 
Falconpridge ,  to  endeavour  the  Recovery  of 
It,  who  fo  well  executed  his  CommifliOn,  that 
the  Lord  Clifford  was  routed  and  kill’d  ip  the 
Purfuit. 

The  next  Day  being  Palm-§unday  ( the  TheBatte! 
29th  of  March )  King  Edward  having  pubs’ d  oMawtar. 
the  River,  offer’d  the  Enemy  Battel,  tfro’ 
their  Army  was  twenty  thoufand  Men  ftrong- 
er  than  his  own,  but  there  happening  a  thick 
Plight  of  Snow  at  the  time  the  Armies  en¬ 
gag’d,  which  was  driven  by  the  Wind  into 
the  Faces  of  the  Lane  aft  rians ,  proy’d  a  great 
Vo  l,  XVIIL  F  f  Difadvantage 


ai8  tfhe  History  of  England. 

d. D, 14.61  Difad  vantage  to  them  ;  however  the  Battel 
~  Ed  was  obftinately  fought  from  ten  in  the  Morn- 
l/'VNJ  inS  almoft  Evening,  being  near  ten  Hours 
before  the  Fate  of  the  Day  was  determin’d  ; 
but  at  length  Victory  declar’d  for  the  young 
King,  and  the  Slaughter  of  the  Vanquifh’d 
was  exceeding  great,  as  he  had  order’d  no 
Quarter  to  be  given,  in  confideration  that 
the  Enemy  exceeded  him  fo  much  in  Num- 
Numbers  bers,  the  Rivulet  of  JVherf ,  ’tis  laid,  was 
cftheSlain  died  with  the  Blood  of  the  Slain,  near  thir- 
ty-feven  thoufand  Men  perilhing  in  this  Ac¬ 
tion,  among  whom  were  the  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  the  Lord  Dacres,  the  Lord 
Wells ,  Sir  John  Nevil ,  and  the  famous  Sir 
Andrew  Trollop,  who  formerly  deferred  the 
Torkijls  •,  and  the  Earl  of  Devon,  with  feveral 
other  Perlons  of  Diftindtion,  were  made  Pri- 
foners.  This  Fight  obtain’d  the  Name  of 
The  Battel  of  Towton ,  from  a  Village  near 
which  it  was  fought.  King  Henry  and  Queen 
Margaret  who  were  at  York ,  hearing  of  the 
defeat  of  their  Troops,  retir’d  to  Berwick 
Whereupon  Edward  advanc’d  to  York,  and 
finding  his  Father’s  and  the  Earl  of  Salijbu - 
ry’s  Heads  (till  upon  the  Walls,  order’d  them 
to  be  taken  down,  and  the  Heads  of  the  Earl 
of  Devonjhire,  and  of  fome  other  Lancaftriam 
Lords,  which  were  ftruck  off  after  the  Battel,, 
to  be  let  up  in  their  places.  After  which  King, 
Edward  having  reinforc’d  the  Garrifons  ont 
the  Borders  of  Scotland,  return’d  to  London 
,  on  the  8  th  of  June,  and  was  crown’d  at  Wejl- 
minfter  the  28th  of  the  fame  Month,  afteip 
which  he  endeavour’d  to  cultivate  a  Friend-, 
Ihip  with  the  Court  of  Scotland  ;  but  the! 
Treaty  came  to  nothing,  they  were  already 
engag’d  in  the  Intereft  of  King  Henry  and 

Queen  1 
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Queen  Margaret ,  who  offer’d  to  marry  Prince  A. D. 1^61 
Edward  their  Son  to  the  King  of  Scots  Sifter.  ^  ^ 

Whereupon  Edward  encourag’d  Earl  Douglas, 
and  fome  other  difaffedted  Scotijh  Lords,  in  a  Edward 
confederacy  againft  their  Sovereign,  and  a  I°meflts 
Treaty  was  fign’d  by  Edward  and  the  Male-  -^Scotland, 
contents,  whereby  the  latter  ftipulated  to  af- 
ftft  him  in  the  Concjueft  of  Scotland  ;  but  I 
don’t  find  this  Treaty  was  of  any  Service  to 
him,  there  being  no  Infurredtion  in  that  King¬ 
dom  in  purfuance  of  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Parliament  affem-  The  Par- 
bling  at  JVeftminJler  on  the  4th  of  November,  re' 

all  the  Acts  made  in  Prejudice  of  Richard  II.  ^etsV 
and  his  Iffue,  were  repeal’d,  Henry  IV.  was  gainft  the 
declar’d  an  Ufurpcr,  who  had  intruded  him-  Yorkifi. 
felf  into  the  Government,  and  contrary  to 
the  Laws  of  God  and  Man,  and  his  own 
Oath  of  Fealty,  had  barbaroufty  tortur’d  and 
murder’d  his  Sovereign  Richard  II. 

They  further  declar’d  that  King£a/tcwv/IV  Declare 
was  lawful  and  rightful  King  from  the  time  Edward 
of  his  Father’s  Death,  and  that  the  three  ^"^7 
Henry s  had  held  the  Crown  by  Intrufion  and  Hcnryi 
Ufarpation.  Ufurpers. 

That  the  Amotion  of  Henry  VI.  from  the 
Exercife  of  the  Government  was  lawful,  and 
-  that  the  Grants  and  Acts  made  by  the  three 
Henrys ,  or  by  their  pretended  Parliaments 
>  were  void,  except  fuch  as  were  confirm’d  by 
i  the  prefent  Parliament. 

In  this  Parliament  alfo,  the  Earl  of  Oxford ,  Attainders 
1  and  Aubery  de  Vere  his  Son,  with  feveral  others 
:  who  had  been  taken  in  Rebellion,  were  at- 
1  tainted  of  High  Treafon,  and  the  Earl  and 
ibis  Son  were  afterwards,  beheaded.  And  as 
;  feveral  noble  Families  were  attainted,  fo 
there  were  others  advanc’d.  Prince  George 
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A.D.xtfiz  the  King’s  Brother  was  created  Duke  of  Cla *. 

__ ;  rrwre,  and  Richdrd  his  other  Brother,  Duke 
tArC  Glouc efier  "i  the  Lord  Falconbridge  was 

created  Earl  of  Kent ;  Henry  Bouchier ,  the 
King’s  Uncle,  Earl  of  EJfex  ;  and  Nevily 
Brother  of  thedEarl  of  Warwick y  Lord  Mon¬ 
tague.  And  now  King  Edward  appearing  to 
be  fettled  on  his  Throne,  the  Pope,  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy ,  arid  feveral  Foreign  Princes, 
co'mplimerited  him  on  his  Acceffio'n.  The 
Duke  of  Somerjei  alfo,  and  Henry  Percy  Earl 
of  Northumberland ,  came  in  and  acknowledg’d 
King  Edward’s  Title§  arid  thereupon  had  a 
Pardon,  and  their  Eftates  and  Honours  re- 
The  King  ftor’d  them.  And  the  King  being  ferifible 
indulgent  what  an  Influence  the  Clergy  had  on  the 
fclerA-  Kingdom.;  did  all  that  lay  in  his  Power  to 
gain  their  Efteerri.  He  even  exempted  them 
from  the  Jurifdiction  of  the  Temporal  Courts 
in  all  Cafes  whatever. 

J.D.i  Ab'i  *  Queen  Margaret  in  the  mean  time  went  to. 
4- France^  where  fhe  prevail’d  upon  Lewis  XL 
^y^fTier  near  Kinfman,  to.  permit  her  to  retain  five 
Queen  Or  fix  Hundred  Voluntier  Gentlemen  in  her 
Margaret  sefvjce,  with  whom  lh,e  return'd  to  Scotland , 
but  .Everal  of  them  were  caft  away  in  their 
fewues.  Paffage  thither.  However  this  did  not  dif- 
Rgiand.  courage  her;  for  haying  jevy’d  an  Array  of 
Etiglijh  and  Scots,  fhe  once  again  enter’d  the 
Englifh  Borders,  and  was  join’d  by  the  Duke 
of  Somerjei  and  Percy ,  who  had  but  juft  be¬ 
fore  been  pardon’d  by  King  Edward.  A 
Body  of  T rocps  was  thereupon  fent  down  into 
Hit  North  to  oppofe  them,  under  the  Cqm- 
fhand  of  the  Lord  Mohiague ,  who  encounter¬ 
ing  a  Detachment  of  the  Lancaftrians  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Lords  Huftgerford  and  Rfs, 
Likely  defeated  them*  iq  which  Engagement 


EDWARD  IV. 


221 


$ir  Ralph  Percy  was  kill’d.  The  Lord  Mon-  AT).  1463 
tague  afterwards  advanc’d  and  attack’d  their  f  " 
main  Army  which  was  encamp’d  near  Hex- 
ham ,  where  he  obtain’d  a  compleat  Victory.  HerForces 
The  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  the  Lords  Rofs  and  *re  de- 
Hungerford ,  were  made  Prifoners,  and  foon  [^Lord 
after  beheaded  ;  but  King  Henry  and  his  Montague. 
Queen  efcap’d  into  Scotland 

Upon  Montague's  Return  to  London ,  the  Creations. 
King  created  him  Earl  of  Northumberland ,  in 
Confideration  of  the  Services  he  had  done  him 
in  the  laft  two  Battels  ;  and  the  Lord  William 
Herbert,  who  had  alfo  ferv’d  the  York  Intereft 
with  great  Fidelity  and  Application,  was 
made  Earl  of  Pembroke :  And  now  the  French 
hnd  Scots,  feeing  all  their  Efforts  to  reftore 
King  Henry  ineffectual,  enter’d  into  a  Truce 
y/ith  King  Edward.  In  the  mean  tittle  Henry  King  Henr 
and  Margaret  finding  themfelves  abandon’d  ry  V*!5en 
by  the  Court  of  Scotland,  thought  fit  to  leave  ^Tower0 
that  Country.  Henry  endeavour’d  to  conceal 
fiimfelf  in  Lancajhire ,  but  was  foon  difcover’d 
by  his  Enemies,  and  committed  to  the  Tower 
of  London,  Queen  Margaret,  with  Prince  RhQueei) 
Edward  her  Son,  found  Means  to  get  over  “J? a  Sc°"n6q 
into  France,  and  were  entertain’d  for  fome  France. 
time  by  her  Father  Rene  of  Anjou.  The 
young  Duke  of  Somerfet  and  the  Duke  of  Ex¬ 
eter  fled  to  Flanders,  where  they  conceal’d 
their  Quality,  left  they  fhould  be  deliver’d  up 
by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy ;  and  the  Duke  of  AI>  6 
Exeter,  *tis  faid,  ferv’d  that  Prince  as  a  Foot-  -It 
man  fome  Years,  fo  low  were  the  Houfe  of  A.\Ed.  4. 

Laneafter  and  their  Adherents  reduc’d  at  this  t/V\J 
r  King  FriC 

iime'  .  .  ward  ftu7 

<  And  now  King  Edward  enjoying  a  perfect  dies  the 
Calm*  apply’H  himfelf  with  all  imaginable  Welfare  pf 
piligcpce  If?  rennet  his  Subjefts  eafy  and  hap-  .^ub' 

;■  ,•  '  -  •  "■  ■  py.je 
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fhe.  His  Tory  of  England. 
py.  He  pardon’d  all  thofe  who  had  appear’d 
in  Arms  againft  him,  who  would  accept  the 
Grace.  He  fat  in  Perlbn  in  the  Courts  at 
Wejimihjter ,  and  faw  Juftice  duly  aaminifter’d, 
reftraining  the  Oppreffions  and  Extortions  of 
his  Officers,  who,  during  the  late  Times  of 
Conlufion,  had  taken  great  Liberties.  And 
obferving  the  People  were  frequently  impo- 
verifh’d  by  affecting  Habits  and  Equipages 
much  beyond  their  refpective  Qualities  and 
Fortunes,  efpecially  in  Silks,  Gold  and  Silver 
Lace,  and  Furrs  of  Foreign  Growth  and 
.ProduCt,  he  provided  furriptuary  Laws  to 
ieifen  their  Expences,  and  prohibited  feverai 
Foreign  Manufactures  deftrubtive  to  our  own, 
while  he  encouraged  and  regulated  thofe  of 
England.  But  one  of  the  moft  ridiculous  Ex¬ 
travagancies  of  thole  Days  was  in  their  Shoes 
and  Boots,  the  Toes  whereof  were  made  fo 
long  and  troublefome,  as  hindred  the  People’s 
walking  about  their  Bufmefs  ;  infomuchthat 
they  were  oblig’d  to  have  a  Silver  Chain  from 
the  Toe  to  the  Knee  to  hold  them  up  :  We 
find  an  A<5t  of  Parliament  in  the  Statute- 
Book,  made  on  Purpofe  to.  reftrain  the  ma¬ 
king  or  wearing  fuch  Shoes  or  Boots.  But 
what  gain’d  moft  upon  the  People,  and  what 
will  ever  render  a  Prince  belov’d  by  the  Eng- 
Vijh ,  was,  his  unparallell’d  Condefcenfion  and 
affable  Behaviour  to  all  Mankind.  As  he 
had  a  very  engaging  Addrefs,  he  convers’d 
with  the  meaneft  of  his  Subjects  as  his  Friends 
and  Acquaintance.  He  did  not  look  upon 
the  lower  Ciafs  of  Men  as  of  another  Species, 
or  imagine  a  haughty  Mien  and  infolent  Be¬ 
haviour  the  propereft  Method  to  fupport  his 
Character.  He  knew  how  to  preferve  a 
Refpect  for  his  Perfon,  while  he  convers’d  fa- 


EDWARD  IV.  1213 

miliarly.  And  thefe  Condefcenfions,  ’tis  ob-  A.D.i 464. 
ferv’d,  were  of  great  Advantage  to  him  af-  . 

terwards  when  he  was  driven  from  his  Throne*, 
tho*  his  Complaifance  for  the  Ladies  had  a 
quite  different  Effect.  His  Paffion  for  that  • 

Sex  frequently  made  him  forget  his  Dignity 
as  well  as  his  Intereft,  and  difoblige  the  great 
Lords  of  his  Court  by  too  intimate  a  Conver- 
iation  with  their  Wives  or  Daughters,  To  Matches 
divert  him  from  this  vagrant  way  of  Life,  propos’d^ 
and  that  he  might  not  want  Heirs  to  fticceed  Edward 
him,  leveral  Matches  were  propos’d  to  him 
by  his  Friends*,  firft  with  a  Princefs  of  Scot¬ 
land,  whereby  he  might  fecure  that  Kingdom 
againft:  his  Competitor  King  Henry  ;  but  the 
Lady  not  being  above  6  or  7  Years  of  Age, 
and  no  Profpect  of  Iifue  there  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  that  Motion  was  rejected.  Then 
a  Prince  of  Caftile  was  propos’d,  an  Alliance 
with  that  Crown  being  look’d  upon  as  the 
readied:  way  to  recover  Aqnitain ,  which  lay 
contiguous  to  it  *,  but  this  Princefs  was  found 
to  be  fickly,  and  by  no  Means  a  proper  Com¬ 
panion  for  a  Monarch  in  the  Vigour  of  his 
Youth.  At  laft  the  Lady  Bona,  Princefs  of  He  treats 
Savoy  and  Sifter  to  the  French  Queen,  in  whofe  °fajL‘w^ 
Court  ftie  refided,  being  deem’d  every  way  French 
fuitable,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  fent  to  the  Queen’s 
Court  of  France  to  demand  her  in  Marriage,  Sitter, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  conclude  an  Alliance 
with  Lewis  the  French  King  *,  but.  this  Treaty 
was  fo  long  negotiating,  that  King  Edward 
found  himfelf  another  Miftrefs  in  the  mean 
time,  the  beautiful  Lady  Grey ,  Widow  of 
Sir  John  Grey  of  Groby ,  who  was  kill’d  in 
Arms  againft  Edward  at  the  Battel  of  St.  Al¬ 
bans,  and  his  Eftate  confiscated  *,  whereupon 
upon  his  Lady  was  oblig’d  to  return  home  to 
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A.D.  1464  her  Mother  Jaquelina  of  Luxemburg!? ,  the 
'  Relict  of  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford ,  Regent 
of  France ,  who  had  married  Sir  Richard 
Woodville  after  the  Duke’s  Death,  and  by  him 
had  IlTue  the  Lady  Grey  above-mentioned^ 
and  feveral  other  Children. 

King  Edward ,  it  feems,  happening  to  hunt 
j.  D  ,  in  the  Manor  of  Grafton ,  belonging  to  tne 
‘  "  ~14  5  Dutchefs  o  {Bedford^  after  the  Chafe  was  over* 
A.^Ed. 4.  went  and  din’d  with  the  Dutchefs,  where  the 
o/W  Lady  Grey  being  at  Table,  and  addrefs’d  by 
lies  Sir^  the  King  with  his  ufuai  Gallantry,  took  that 
jobnGreys  Opportunity  of  begging  him  to  reftore  part 
Widow,  of  her  Hufband’s  Eftate.  The  young  Mo¬ 
narch,  who  at  firft  intended  only  to  divert 
himfelf  with  a  little  Raillery,  was  on  a  fudden 
fo  captivated  with  the  beautiful  Petitioner, 
that  he  could  deny  her  nothing.  Her  Huf¬ 
band’s  Eftate,  and  whatever  elfe  fhe  could 
afk,  he  was  ready  to  confer  upon  her  to  pur- 
Ghafe  the  laft  favour,  as  he  found  means  to  let 
her  know  before  he  left  hetyMother’s  Palace : 
But  fuch  was  the  Lady’s  Virtue,  or  fo  fure  fhe 
was  of  her  Conqueft,  that  the  greateft  and 
moft  agreeable  Prince  in  Europe ,  in  the  Bloom 
of  Youth,  could  not  prevail  on  her  to  fur- 
render  on  any  other  Terms  than  honourable 
Marriage,  which  he  foon  confented  to  fubmit 
to  •,  tho’  he  had  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World 
to  apprehend  it  would  be  attended  with 
fome  ill  Confequences  :  For  the  Earl  of  War 
wick  Lad  juft  concluded  the  Treaty  with 
France ,  one  Article  whereof  was.  That  Ed¬ 
ward  fhould  marry  the  Lady  Bona ,  the 
Queen’s  Sifter,  by  which  it  was  propos’d  to  j 
deprive  his  Rival  King  Henry  of  the  Aftiftance  j 
of  King  Lewis y  who  had  hitherto  efpous’d 
that  Intereft. 


The 


„  ,  E  D  W  A  R  D  IV.  ..  2ij 

f.  The  Dutchefs  of  York,  King  Edward's  A-.D.  1465 
Mother,  did  not  fail  to  reprefent  on  this  O c-  'A  ,  £j  ' 
cafton,  that  Edward- would  infallibly  make 
the  French  King  his  Enemy,  and  difguft  the 
Earl  of  Warwick ,  who  was  concern’d  in  that 
Negotiation  •,  but  the  King,  was  fo  blinded 
with  his  Paffion  for  the  LadyJjVry,  our  Hi- 
ftorians  obferve,  that  no  Confederations  were 
of  any  weight  with  him.  He  demanded  if 
he  might  not  enjoy  the  Privilege  of  the  mean- 
eft  Subject,  and  marj-y  the  Perfon  he  appre¬ 
hended  molt  agreeable  to  him  :  Unhippy,  he 
faid,  was  the  Condition  of  Princes,  if  they  a- 
Idne  were  oblig’d,  for  Reafons  of  State,  to 
cohabit  their  whole  Lives  with  fome  Dome- 
ftick  Plague,  But  it  was  further  urg’d,  in 
order  to  divert:  the  King  from,  this  Match, 
that  he  could  neither  marry  the  Lady  Grey  or 
any  other  Woman,  for  he  was  already  con-  p;econ 
traded  to  the  Lady  Lucy,  and  had  taken  her  t.a.cf 
to  his  Bed.  This  a  little  ftartled  his  High-  the  Lady 
nefs,  apprehending'  if  that  Matter  was  not  fu9> or¬ 
chard  up,  his  Iffue  might  hereafter  be  ac-  je^^at"he 
counted  fpurious  ;  whereupon  he  defir’d  that  King’s'  ** 
the  Lady  Lucy  might  be  examin’d  by  fome  Marriage, 
Biihops  :  And  an  Oath  being  adminifter’d  to 
her  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  Ihe  faid,  Ihe  did 
really  believe,  by  the  King’s  Courtlhip,  that, 
he  intended  to  make  her  his  Wife,  or  Ihe  had 
never  admitted  of  his  Embraces  •,  but  con- 
fefs’d  he  had  never  made  her  any  pofitive 
Promife  j  and  the  Biihops  thereupon  declar’d 
the  King  was  at  Liberty  to  marry  whom  he 
pleas’d.  Having  got  over  this  Difficulty,  he 
married  the  Lady  Grey,  at  her  Mother’s  Pa¬ 
lace  of  Grafton  j  and  Ihe  was  Crown’d  Queen 
at  Wejirninjier  on  the  26th  of  May,, 
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Upon  this  Marriage,  the  Queen’s  Relations 
were  immediately  advanc’d  to  the  Peerage. 
Sir  Richard  IVoodville ,  her  Father,  was  created 
Earl  of  Rivers  •,  and  Anthony  IVoodville ,  her 
Brother,  made  Baron  Scales ,  and  married  to 
the  onlyDaughter  of  the  late  Lord  Scales,  then 
efteem’d  the  greafeft  Fortune  in  England 
and  not  long  after  the  Earl  of  Rivers  was 
made  Lord  Treafurer,  which  alarm’d  the  for¬ 
mer  Minifters,  apprehending  that  the  Queen’s 
Relations  would  now  become  the  only  Fa¬ 
vourites  at  Court.  The  Earl  of  JVarwick  was 
doubly  difgufted,  firft  in  having  been  made  a 
Tool  of  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  which  the  King 
never  thought  to  ratify,  and  then  in  feeing 
himfelf  depriv’d  of  the  Poll  of  Prime  Mini- 
fter  *,  tho*  the  King  was  not  fo  ungrateful  as 
to  difmifs  him  from  the  other  Honours  and 
Employments  he  pofiefs’d,  as  fome  Writers 
have  fuggefted,  till  a  confiderable  time  after¬ 
wards,  when  he  found  him  if i  a  Confpiracy  a- 
gainft  the  Government.  Nor  did  Lewis  the 
French  King  declare  himfelf  Edward's  Enemy 
immediately,  as  the  fame  Writers  fuggeft,  we 
find  him  courting  Edward's  Alliance  for  fome 
time  afterwards  ;  and  indeed  it  was  his  Intereft 
to  do  fo  ;  for  the  French  King  was  at  this  time 
endeavouring  to  reduce  the  Dukes  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  and  Bretagne  under  his  Power,  and  to 
annex  their  Dominions  to  the  Crown  of  France* 
which  he  had  little  Hopes  of  effecting,  unlefs 
he  could  make  Edward  his  Friend,  or  at  leaft 
prevail  on  him  to  ftand  Neuter.  And  as  the 
French  King  had  his  Minifters  at  the  Englijh 
Court  with  this  View,  fo  had  the  Dukes  of 
Bretagne  and  Burgundy  their  Agents  there  to 
countermine  the  French  King’s  Projects.  A- 
bout  the  fame  time  a  Truce  was  concluded 

be- 
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-between  England  and  Scotland  for  five  and  forty  d  d  i  466 

Years.  a~6e7“ 

The  Queen  was  brought  to  Bed  the  begin- 

ning  of  the  following  Year  of  a  Princefs,  The  Prin- 
named  Elizabeth,  afterwards  Mother  of cefs  Eliza- 
Henry  VIII,  in  whofe  Perfon  the  two  Houfes 
of  York  and  Lane  after  were  united.  HmryVlll 

The  French  King  having  rais’d  an  Army  born, 
to  reduce  Bretagne ,  did  all  that  lay  in  his 
Power  to  prevent  King  Edward's  entering 
into  an  Alliance  with  Bretagne  and  Burgundy , 
fending  over  Ambafladors  from  time  to  time, 
and  making  King  Edward  very  advantagious 
Offers  if  he  would  abandon  thofe  two  Princes, 
and  conclude  an  Alliance  with  France,  But 
Edward  too  well  underftood  the  Intereft  of 
England  to  fuffer  the  French  King  to  take 
Poffefiion  of  thefe  Provinces.  *  And  the  old  ^D.1467 
Duke  of  Burgundy  dying  on  the  15th  of  July  “ 
the  Year  following,  Edward  did  not  only  re-  fL/x j 
new  the  Treaty  already  fubfifting  with  his  Alliance 
Son,  but  concluded  another  with  that  Court,  witil  Sur- 
whereby  the  young  Duke  of  Burgundy  was  to 
marry  the  Princefs  Margaret, 

Edward. 

In  the  mean  time  fome  further  Alterations  Other  AJ- 
were  made  in  the  Englifh  Miniftry. 

Seals  were  taken  away  from  the  Archbifhop 
of  York ,  Brother  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick , 
and  the  Bifhopof  Bath  and  Wells ,  a  Favourite 
of  the  Queen’s,  was  conftituted  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  in  his  room.  The  Earl  of  Rivers ,  the 
Queen’s  Father,  was  made  High  Conftable  ; 


o- n.  ta-  Bretagne. 

Sifter  to  King 


'pi  terationsm 
1  nL  the  Mini- 


*  The  Duke  ^Burgundy  was  not  only  poffefs'd  <y"  Burgundy 
Proper  at  this  time,  but  of  Holland,  Zealand,  Flanders, 
Jiainault,  Artois,  and  other ‘territories  in  tbe  Low  Countries. 
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J.D.  1467  and  at  the  fame  time  continu’d  in  the  Office 
— “  of  Lord  Treafurer.  !  Which  fo  difgufted  the 
Earl  of  Warwick ,  that  he  immediately  with- 
T he  Earl  drew  from  Court,  and  enter’d  into  a'Confpi- 
of War-  racy  with  his  Brothers,  the  Archbifhop  of 
and  York  and  the  Marquis  of  Montague;  to  reffore 
thereto"  a  King  Henry,  making  fure  at  the  fame  time  of 
Confpira-  the  Affidance  of  the  French  King,  who  was  no 
cy  againft  lefs  difguded  ‘  with  Edward  for  his  entering 
the  Court.  jnto  an  Alliance  with  his  ValTals  the  Dukes  of 
A.D.  1468  Burgundy  and  Bretagne.  And  now  the  Treaty 

- —  of  Marriage  being  concluded  between  the 

Princefs  Margaret  and  the  Puke  of  Burgundy , 
The  Prin-  fhe  was  fent  over  with  a  fplehdid  Equipage  to 
cefs  Mar--  Bruges ,  where  the  Marriage  was  folemniz’d, 
ga>et  mar-  and  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  at  the  fame  time 
Dukeof 6  renew’d  between  the  Dominions  of  the  King 
Burgundy,  of  England  and  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
'  gundy  foon  after  an  Alliance,  Offenfive  and 

Defenfive,  was  concluded  between  England. 
and  Burgundy.  And'  Edward  appears  to  be 
fo  far  engag’d  with  the  Duke  of  Bretagne, 
that  he  order’d  Forces  to  be  rais’d  in  '  England 
for  the  Defence  of  that  Province,  giving  the 
Command  of  thofe  Troops  to  the  Queen’s 
Treaty  Brother  the  Lord  Scales.  King  Edward  alfo 
with  Ac-  enter’d  into  an  Alliance  with  the  King  of  Ar- 
ragm.  ■  rdgon,  when,  ’tis  faid,  he  made  him  a  Prefent 
Of  fome  Englijh  Sheep,  which  our  Hiftorians 
generally  remark  was  very  Prejudicial  to; 
England ;  tho*  ’tis  very  poffible  they  may 
be  under  fome  Miftake  in  this  Matter,  for  the 
Spaniards  were  never  very  eonfiderable  for 
their  Woollen  Manufacture,  and  ours  is 
mightily  improv’d  by  Wool  of  the  Growth 
of  Spain , 


The 
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The  Earl  of  Warwick  obferving  chat  the  A.D.ufiq 
Duke  of  Clarence ,  the  King’s  Brother,  was  “  1 

no  lefs  difgufted  than  himfelf  at  the  Advance- 
ment  of  the  Queen’s  Relations,  ventur’d  to  The  Earl 
communicate  his  Defign  of  dethroning  Ed-  oi  War- 
ward  to  that  Prince,  which  he  ‘readily1  came 
into,  and  foon  after  married  the  Earl’s  Daugh-  0f  Clarence. 
ter  at  Calais ,  of  which  Warwick  ftill  remain’d  iri^o  a  Con-' 
Governor  j  for  King  Edward  was  fo  far  from  ^P‘.raT  a_ 
fufpecting  that  Earl  to  be  in  a  Confpiracy  a- 
gainft  him,  that  he  did  not  only  leave  him  in  ward,  and 
Poflfefiion  of  the  Government  of  Calais ,  but  marries  hi i 
about  this  time  made  him  Governor  of  South  Dau.ghter 
fFales.  ah»‘ 

While  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Warwick  An  Infur- 
were  at  Calais,  there  happen’d  an  Infurredtion  1E! 
in  Yorkfhire  on  Pretence  of  the  Mifapplica-  01  ^  ne° 
tion  of  the  Revenues  of  a  certain  Hofpital  at 
York  ;  and  tho’  it  is  generally  fuppos’d  to 
have  been  fomented  by  Warwick ?  yet  it  ap^ 
pears  that  his  Brother  the  Marquis  of  Monta¬ 
gue  ,  who  was  then  Prefident -or  the  North, 
fupprefs’d  this  Infurredlion,’  and  beheaded 
their  Leader  Robert  Huldern.  However,  the 
Northern  People  had  recourfe  to  Arms  again, 
and  chofe  the  Lord  Fitzhugh  and  Sir  Henry 
Nevil,  Son  of  the  Lord  Latimer ,  for  their 
Captains,  bpth  of  them  nearly  related  to  th,e 
Earl  of  Warwick  •,  and  with  them  join’d  Sir 
John  Conyers ,  one  of  the  greateft  Soldiers  of 
that  Age.  Againft  thefe  the  King  fent  the 
Lord  Herbert ,  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  and  the 
Lord  Stafford  *,  but  Stafford  quarrelling  with 
the  Earl  about  a  Woman  in  their  Quarters  at 
. ‘Banbury $  deferred  the  Service  with  eight  hun¬ 
dred  Archers.  Of  which  the  Rebels  receiving 
Intelligence,  fell  upon  the  Eail ;  and  having 
defeated  his  Troops,  took  him  Prifoner,  with 

his 
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J.D.  1469  his  Brother  Sir  Richard  Herbert ,  and  beheaded 
them,  with  ten  other  Perfons  of  Diftindtion, 
at  Banbury ,  to  retaliate  the  Death  of  Sir 


A.t)  Ed.  4. 


TheKing’s  Henry  Neville ,  who  had  been  taken  Prifoner 
General,  by  the  Earl  of.  Pembroke,  and  put  to  Death  a 
little  before. 

The  King’s  Forces  were  no  fooner  defeated 
at  Banbury  but  there  was  another  Infurredlion 
in  Northamptonjhire  under  one  Robert  Raddef- 
dale ,  who  furpriz’d  the  Earl  of  Rivers  at 
4  riot  her  In-  his  Manor  of  \  Grafton,  and  carrying  him  to 
furrreftion  Northampton ,  cut  offhisHead  there  on  the  1 6th 
of  November.  On  the  other  hand,  the  King 
having  apprehended  the  Lord  S t afford,  or der’d 
his  Head  to  be  ftruck  off  for  deferring  the  Lord 
Herbert.  It  being  now  the  Depth  of  Winter, 
theQueen’s  t|-,ere  was  no  further  Adtion  till  the  following 
^rTr’d  Spring,  when  the  King  granted  CommilTions 


the  Lord 
Herbert, 
defeated 
by  the 
Malecon- 
tents,  and 
beheaded . 


jrf  Nortb- 
ampton- 
jhlre. 

The  Earl 
of  Rivers, 
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^.D.1470  to  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick  to  raife  Forces  in  the  North  and  fupprefs 
the  Malecontents,  having  yet  entertain’d  no 
Sufpicionof  thelrDifloyalty,  as  is  evident  from 
the  Adts  of  State  in  Rymer ,  Vol.  1 1.  p.  649. 
But  when  theRebels  began  to  refort  to  theEarl, 
and  acknowledge  him  for  their  General,  as 
they  did  upon  his  Arrival  at  Warwick,  the 
Pfing  could  no  longer  be  deceiv’d  ;  he  iffu’d  a 
Proclamation  therefore,  offering  10000  /. 
or  an  Annuity  of  a  thoufand  Pounds  per  An¬ 
num  to  any  Perfon  who  fhou’d  apprehend 
either  Clarence  or  Warwick  j  and  having  af- 
fembied  a  numerous  Army,  advanc’d  againft 
his  Brother  and  the  Earl,  who  to  amufe  the 
King,  offered  him  fuchTerms  ofAccommoda- 
tion  as  they  had  reafon  to  believe  he  wou’d 
not  refufe.  Whereupon  the  King  imagining 
that  their  Differences  wou’d  be  decided  by  a 
Treaty,  took  but  little  care  of  the  Defence  of 

his 
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|iis  Camp.  The  Officers  and  Soldiers  were  A.D.x^-jo 
luffer’d  to  negleft  their  Duty  as  if  no  Enemy  ~~  — 
had  been  near  them.  Of  which  Warwick  it- 
cieving  Advice,  attack’d  the  King’s  Camp  in  The  King 
the  Night-time,  furprizing  him  in  his  Tent  jfurpriz’d  ( 
and  having  difpers’d  his  Army,  committed and  taken 
Edward  to  the  Care  of  his  Brother  the  Arch-  n  °ner* 
biffiopof2V£,  who  kept  him  Prifoner  in  the 
Caftle  of  Middleham ,  but  under  a  very  mode¬ 
rate  Reftraint  •,  for  the  King  was  often  fuffer’d 
to  hunt  in  the  neighbouring  Park,  of  which 
kis  Highnefs  having  given  Intelligence  to 
fome  of  his  Friends  who  liv’d  not  far  from 
thence,  (Sir  William  Sturdy  and  Sir  dhomas 
Burgh)  they  aflembled  a  Party  of  Men,  who 
form’d  an  A.mbufcade  near  the  Park  at  a 
Time  agreed  on,  and  carry’d  the  King  off  He  cfcapes 
He  fir  ft  vifited  the  City  of  York ,  but  notandcomes 
thinking  himlelf  fee  ore  there,  he  join’d  the t0 
Lord  Hajlings ,  who  had  rais’d  fome  Troops 
for  him  in  Lancajkire ,  and  was  convoy’d  by 
that  Lord  to  London ,  the  Citizens  readily 
opening  their  Gates  to  receive  him. 

.  The  great  Men  of  the  Kingdom  having  A  Confe- 
fufficiently  experienc’d  the  Mifchiefs  of  thefe rence  be" 
Givil  Commotions,  took  this  Opportunity  of ^nv^and 
propofing  an  Accommodation,  and  procur’d  the  Aiale- 
an  Interview  between  the  King  and  the  Duke  contents, 
of  Clarence  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  at  Wejt- 
minfier  \  but  it  had  not  the  defir’d  EftcCt  *, 
whereupon  both  Parties  had  recourfe  to  Arms 
again.  Sir  Robert  Wells ,  Son  of  the  Lord  Wells , 
aflembled  an  Army  in  Lincolnjhire  for  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  \  whereupon  the  King  fent  for  his 
Father  to  Court,  and  made  him  write  to  his 
Son  to  difband  his  Troops  ;  but  the  Son  re- 
fufing  to  obey,  the  King  beheaded  the  Lord 
Wells,  with  his  Brother-in-law  Sir  Thomas  Dy~ 

mock. 
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j.d.  147°  mock ,  who  came  up  with  him :  Then  the  King' 

. — - -  march’d  down  againft  Sir  Robert  Wells  in  Per- 

jo  fon,  and  defeated  him  near  Stamford.  No  lefs 

The  Battel  than  ten  thoufand  of  the  Malecontents  being 
o£S tamfird:  kill’d  upon  the  fpot.  This  Battel  obtain’d  the 
Name  of  the  Battel  of  Lofc  Coat  Field,  from' 
the  Lincolnjhire  Men’s  throwing  away  their 
Coats  to  run  away.  As  to  Sir  Robert  Wells 
himfelf,  he  was  taken  Prifoner,  and  foon  after 
, clarenu  beheaded,  and  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the 
and  War-  Earl  of  Warwick  not  being  able  to  keep  the 
rwick efcape  Field  after  this  Defeat,  embark’d  at  Dartmouth 
jo  Fiance.  yor  Qaia\f  with  the  Earl  of  Warwick's  two 
Daughters,  the  eldeft  of  which  was  married 
to  the  Duke.  When  they  came  before  the 
Town,  Vanclalr  the  Deputy-Governor  refus’d; 
to  permit  the  Ship  to  enter  the  Harbour,  tho’ 
the  Dutchefs  of  Clarence  fell  in  Labour  there, 
and  was  brought  to  bed  on  board  the  Ship  5; 
but  at  the  fame  time  Vanclair  found  means  to 
let  the  Earl  underhand  that  it  was  out  of  pure 
Kindnefs  he  denied  him  Entrance,'  the  Garri- 
fon  being  ready  to  apprehend  him  and  his 
Friends  if  they  had  come  on  Shore.  He  gave 
him  Notice  alfo‘,  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy 
waited  to  intercept  his  Paffage,  and  advis’d 
him  to  leave  Calais  £nd  fhape  his  Courfe  for 
Die_pe  in  France ,  where  he  wou’d  not  fail  of  a 
kind  Reception.  However  King  Edward ,  who 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  Secret,  was  fo 
fatisfy’d  with  Vanclair’ s  Behaviour  on  this  Oc- 
cafion,  that  he  made  him  Governor  of  Calais , 
and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  fettled  a  Penfion 
of  one  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum  upon  him 

Glarenct  for  this  Shew  of  Loyalty, 
and  War-  The  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the  Eari  arriving 
wick  apply  }n  France,  were  extremely  welcome  to  the 
Fnncb  French  King*  who  hop’d  by  their  means  to 

Court.  meet 
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fneetwith  an  Opportunity  e’er  long  to  be  re-  A.D. 14.7a 
veng’d  on  Edward ,  for  a /Tiding  the  Dukes  of  • 

Burgundy  and  Bretagne :  He  lent  lor  Henry  s  xoJ^\ 
Queen  to  Court  therefore,  and  having  re.con- 
cii’d  her  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  who  had 
hitherto  been  the  great  Enemy  of  her  Fami¬ 
ly  ;  he  promis’d  them  his  Abidance  to  redore 
King  Henry  to  the  Throne  of  England.  The 
Queen  on  her  part  ’tis  faid,  promis’d  that  if 
the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
wcu’d  aflih  in  reboring  King  Henry ,  they 
ihoti’d  have  the  Adminidration  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  until  her  Son  the  Prince  came  of  Age, 
and  as  a  Pledge  of  her  Eriend/hip,  /he  married 
the  young  Prince  her  Son  to  the  Earl’s  young- 
ed  Daughter.  ,  . 

This  Confederacy  of  the  difaffefted  Lords  The  King 
with  the  French  King  was  not  long  a  {Jsa^.0°ther 
Secret  to  King  Edward,  who  thereupon  clarence 
made  ufe  of  a  Female  Efniflary,  a  Servant  from  the 
belonging  to  the  Dutchels  ox  Clarence,  to  re-theMais" 
pfelent  to  the  Duke  his  Brother  the  ill  Con-  conten  s’ 
fequence  of  his  endeavouring  to  ehablifa 
the  Lancafirians ,  who  wou’d  infallibly  dedroy 
him  and  the  whole  Houle  of  Fork  if  ever  they 
prevail’d  i  whereas  if  he  remain’d  faithful  to 
Edward,  there  was  only  the  Princefs  Eliza¬ 
beth  an  Infant  between  the  Duke  and  the 
Throne,  and  that  if  he  return’d  to  his  Duty 
he  lb ou’d  at  prefent  enjoy  the  greeted  Share 
in  the  Adminidration.  Upon  thefe  or  the 
like  Suggedions,  ’tis  faid,  the  Duke  let  the 
King  know  that  he  wou’d  not  fail  to  come  over 
to  him  when  he  found  he  cou’d  do  him  fome 
fignal  Service  by  abandoning  Warwick  and 
the  Lancafirians  •,  but  it  is  a  Quedion  whe¬ 
ther  there  was  fo  good  and  Underhanding 
berween  King  Edward  and  his  Broth  tcClarerice 
Vo  1.  XVIII.  Hh  till 
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^.D.1470  till  1'oroe  time  after  this,  if  we  confider  the 
m~~T7~  fhare  Clarence  had  in  driving  Edward  from 
v'-VV,  Throne,  and  reftoring  Henry  a  few  Months 
The  Duke  afterwards.'  But  however  that  Matter  was, 
of  clarence  Lewis  having  furnifh’d  the  Malecontents  with 
and  War-  a  pqeec  and  feme  Land  Forces,  they  pafs’d 
It  ’Dart-  Sea  without  Oppofition,  and  landed  a& 
mouth.  Dartmouth <  The  Duke  of  Burgundy's,  Fleet, 

which  lay  to  oppofe  their  Paffage,  being  driven 
from  their  Station  on  the  French  Coaft  by 
a  Storm.  The  Eafl  of  Warwick  on  his  land¬ 
ing  caus’d  Henry  to  be  proclaim’d  King,  and 
iffu’d  out  Commiffions  of  Array  in  his  Name, 
requiring  all  Perfons  from  fixteen  to  fixty  to 
attend  his  Standard  j  which  had  fuch  an  Ef¬ 
fect,  that  there  immediately  reforted  to  him 
above  fifty  thoufand  Men.  King  Edward 
had  rais’d  a  confiderable  Army  to  oppofe 
the  Malecontents,  and  order’d  the  general 
Rendezvous  to  be  at  Nottingham  ;  but  re¬ 
ceiving  Advice  that  the  Marquis  of  Monta¬ 
gue ,  his  Pre-fident  in  the  North,  was  march¬ 
ing  againft  him  with  another  Army  ",  and  be¬ 
ing  inform’d  that  his  ownOfficers  Were  many  of 
them  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Enemy,  he  retir’d 
to  the  Port  of  Lynn  in  Norfolk ,  being  follow’d 
elofe  at  the  Heels  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick 
where  he  embark’d  with  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cefter ,  the  Lord  Haftings \  and  four  or  five 
hundred  Men,  in  three  final!  Ships,  having 
King  Ed-  the  Mortification  to  hear  his  own  Troops  pro- 
ferted  and  cfa^m  his  Competitdr  King  Henry  before  he 
forc’d  to  was  put  off  from  the  Shore.  He  had  the  good 
fly  into  Fortune  however  to  get  fafe  to  Holland ,  after 
Holland.  j^e  had  narrowly  efcap’d  being  taken  by  Py- 
rates.  In  the  mean  time  the  Queen  fled  to 
the  San&uary  at  Wejlminfter ,  where  fire  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  Son  named  Edward ,  af¬ 
terwards 
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terwards  Edward  V.  A  great  many  more  AP.  1+70 

of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  in  the  Intereft  “ - - 

of  the  Houfe  of  York,  took  Sandluary  alfo 
to  fkreen  them  from  the  Profecution  of  their 
Enemies  >  while  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  releas’d  the  captive  King 
Henry  out  of  the  Tower,  and  brought  him 
in  great  Triumph  through  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don,  on  the  6th  of  Odlober,  proclaiming  him  K.  Henry 
again  with  the  fame  Solemnity,  as  when  he  proclaim'd 
iirfl  mounted  the  Throne.  ag^j 

HENRY  VI,  upon  the  I’hrone. 

TH  E  Parliament  being  affembled  on  The  parl,_ 
the  20th  of  November ,  declar’d  King  ament  de- 
Edward  a  Traytor  and  Ufurper,  and  pafs’d  c !are£</- 
another  Adi  of  SucceOion,  limiting  the  a 
Crown  to  the  Heirs  Male  of  King  Henry ,  andimut 
and  for  want  of  fuch  Iffue,  to  the  Duke  of  the  Crown 
Clarence  and  his  Heirs  j  King  Edward  and  t0  He,iry 1 
his  Children  being  held  incapable  of  enjoy-  ^c‘ 
ing  either  the  Crown  or  his  private  Eftate, 
on  account  of  his  Rebellion  againft  Henry . 

Jafper  T udor  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  John  Earl 
of  Oxford,  and  other  Adherents  of  the  Lah- 
caftrians,  had  their  Honours  and  Eftates  re- 
flor’d  them  •,  and  thofe  who  had  appear’d  in 
Arms  for  Edward  were  adjudg’d  Tray  tors, 
and  their  Eftates  confifcated.  Whereupon 
John  Tiptoft,  Earl  of  Worcefter  and  Conftable 
of  England,  who  had' conceal’d  himfelf  in  a 
Foreft  near  Huntington ,  was  apprehended  and 
beheaded  ;  and  the  Parliament,  as  they  were  Duke  of 
diredted,  declar’d  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Clarence 
the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  jointly  Regents  pf  the  and  thc 


Kingdom. 
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In  Regents: 


Earl  of 
Warwick 
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AD.  1470  In  the  mean  time  King  Edward's,  Affairs 

- - —  had  but  a  melancholly  Afpedt,  he  had  car- 

^  ried  over  no  Treafure  with  him,  and  was  even 

J  deftitute  of  common  Neceffaries,  his  Brother- 
in-Law  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  to  whom  he 
fled  for  Protection,  being  already  engag’d  in 
a  War  with  the  French  King,  feem’d  very 
cautious  in  efpoufing  his  Caufe,  leaft  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  fhould  attack  him  at  the 
fame  time  from  Calais ,  whither  that  Earl  had 
juft  fent  over  a  Body  of  Troops.  However, 
Edward  he  ventur’d  at  length  to  furn'ifh  Edward  with 
afMed  by  a  gum  Qf  Money,  with  which  he  levy’d  two 
^{Bwvun-  thoufand  Men  in  Holland,  and  having  hir’d 
d,:.  W  four  large  Butch  Veffels,  with  fourteen  Eajler - 
ling  Ships  for  his  Convoy,  he  embark’d  his 
little  Army  at  Vere  in  Holland ,  and  came  up¬ 
on  the  Coaft  of  Norfolk ,  where  he  defign’d 
to  have  landed  ;  but  finding  the  Coaft  too 
well  guarded,  he  bent  his  Courfe  to  the 
Lands  in  Northward,  and  landed  at  Ravenfpur  in  York- 
Yorkjbire.  Jhire.  V 

A.d-  147 1  The  Earl  of  Warwick  having  receiv’d  fome 

— - Intelligence  of  King  Edward's  Preparations 

to  return  to  England ,  had  given  the  Duke  of 
Clarence ,  and  his  Brother  the  Marquis  of 
Montague ,  Prefident  of  the  North,  a  Com- 
mifiion  to  raife  Forces.  Whereupon  Edward 
at  his  landing,  found  there  was  a  confiderable 
Body  of  Troops  already  on  foot  to  oppofe 
him,.  which' made  the  Country  very  back¬ 
ward  in  coming  in  to  him.  He  changsd  his 
Defign  therefore,  and  declar’d  that  he  had 
no  thought  of  the  Crown,  he  defir’d  nothing 
more  than  that  King  Henry  would  reftore  him 
his  private  Effate,  and  was  ready  to  fwear 
Allegiance  to  him  ;  he  made  the  fame  Pro- 
feflions  till  he  had  advanc’d  as  far  as  the  City 
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of  York ,  where  the  Magiftrates  making  fome 
Difficulty  to  admit  him  within  their  Walls,  x Ed  . 
■ds  faid,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  take  the  Oaths 
to  King  Henry ,  '  and  they  were  in  a  manner  King  Ed - 
compell’d  afterwards  by  the  Populace  to  ad-  waril 
mit  him  into  the  City.  York. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  had  fent  Orders  to 
his  Brother  the  Marquis  of  Montague ,  who 
lay  at  Pontfraff  with  a  good  Body  of  Troops, 
to  oppofe  Edward's  March, '  and  prevent  his 
taking  Poffeffion  ot  York  ;  but  the  Marquis 
Remain’d  at  Ponlfraft,  without  giving  him 
any  Difturbance  ;  from  whence  fome  Con¬ 
jecture,  that  he  intended  to  Hand  Neuter 
'till  he  faw  which  Party  was  likely  to  pre¬ 
vail.  :  : 

In  the  mean  time  Edward  having  encreas’d 
his  Army  at  York ,  advanc’d  towards  London , 
but  hearing  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  come 
to  Coventry ,  he  bent  his  March  that  way, 
and  found  the  Earl  fo  ftrongly  entrench’d 
that  he  did  not  think  fat  to  attack  him  ;  nor 
did  Warwick ,  on  the  other  hand,  care  to  ha¬ 
zard  a  Battel,  till  he  v/as  join’d  by  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  and  Montague ,  who  commanded 
feparate  Bodies,  and  to  whom  he  had  fent 
Orders  to  haften  to  him  as  foon  as  poffible. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Duke  of  Clarence  The  Duke 
approach’d  but  when  the  Earl  expeCted  he  of  Clarence 
was  come  to  reinforce  his  Army,  he  had  the  goesrover 
Mortification  to  fee  him  join  King  Edward: 
after  which,  with  their  united  Forces,  the 
two  Brothers  march’d  towards  London  ;  and 
’tis  not  improbable,  that  the  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence  had  by  fome  Stratagem  influenc’d  the 
Marquis  of  Montague  not  to  attack  Edward 
when  he  firft  landed  ;  but  however  that  was, 
when  King  Edward  came  before  the  City  of 

London , 
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4d.  1471  London,  the  Archbifhop  of  Tork,  and  the 
"  ll£j±.  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  whom  the  Earl  of  War- 
wick  had  left  there  with  a  good  Garrifon, 
were  not  able  to  prevent  the  Citizens  opening 
King  Ed-  their  Gates  and  admitting  him.  Edward  en- 
ter»j  London  on  the  nth  of  April,  amidffc 
City  of  t^ie  ^ouc^  Acclamations  of  the  People,  and 
Uk  Henry  again  fell  into  the  Hands  of  his  Ene¬ 
mies,  after  he  had  born  the  Title  of  King 
for  about  feven  Months  after  his  ReadeD- 
tion. 


F  D  WA  R  IV.  reafcends  the  Throne* 


TH  E  Earl  of  Warwick  being  join’d  by 
his  Brother  the  Marquis  of  Montague, 
follow’d  King  Edward  with  all  imaginable 
diligence  towards  London,  and  was  advanc’d 
as  far  as  St,  Albans,  when  King  Edward  put 
himfelf  at  the  Head  of  his  Army  and  march’d 
The  Battel  to  meet  them.  The  two  Armies  came  in 
vi garnet,  fight  of  each  other  at  Barnet,  and  on  the 
Heath  near  that  Town,  drew  up  in  order  of 
Battel,  on  the  14th  of  April  being  Eafier- 
t)ay,  "The  Earl  of  Warwick’s  Numbers  were 
not  equal  to  thofe  of  King  Edward’s  ;  how¬ 
ever  being  Veteran  Troops,'  and  commanded 
by  the  greateft  General  of  the  Age,  the 
Victory  remain’d  doubtful  for  feveral  Hours, 
till  a  Mift  happening  to  fall,  the  Earl  of 
Warwick’s  Men  miftook  the  Earl  of  Oxford’s 
Colours  for  King  Edward’s ,  and  charging 
their  own  Men,  put  the  whole  Army  into 
Confufion  •,  for  King  Edward’s  Device,  it 
feems,  was  the  Sun,  and  Oxford’s  a  Star  with 
Rays  i ffuing  from  it,  which  hccafipn’d  the 
Miftake.  Warwick  did  al]  that  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  a  General  of  his  Experience,  to. 

reduce 
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deduce  his  Troops  into  Order  again,  but  A.D.  1471 

found  it  impofiible,  he  and  his  Brother  Mon-  - -~ 

tague,  with  ten  thoufand  of  their  Men,  were 
kill’d  upon  the  fpot.  But  the  Dukes  of  So-  The  Earls 
merfet  and  Exeter ,  with  tire  Earl  of  Oxford ,  of  War- 
efcap’d  out  of  the  Battel.  King  Edward  im-  flck  an£l 
mediately  after  the  Victory,  return’d  in  Tri- 
umph  to  London ,  and  Henry  was  again  fent 
Prifoner  to  the  Tower. 

About  the  time  of  the  Battel  of  Barnet ,  Queen 
Queen  Margaret  arriv’d  from  France  in  I) or-  Margaret 
fetjhiri ,  with  her  Son  Prince  Edward,  where  arnves 
receiving  Advice  of  the  Defeat  and  Death  0f  ^mFraaci 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Ihe  gave  all  for  loll, 
and  retir’d  to  the  Abby  of  Beaulieu  in  Hamp- 
Jhire  *,  but  the  Lords  of  the  Lancaftrian  Par¬ 
ty  referring  to  her  there,  gave  her  Hopes 
of  recovering  the  Kingdom  again  among 
thefe  were  the  Duke  of  Somerjet ,  the  Lord 
John  Beaufort  his  Brother,  the  Earls  of  Pem¬ 
broke  and  Bevonfjire,  and  the  Lord  Wenlock . 

Thefe  Lords  perfuaded  her  to  leave  the  Cloy- 
fter  and  take  the  Field,  which  Ihe  did  not 
feem  very  averfe  to  herfelf,  provided  fhe 
rnight  fend  the  Prince  her  Son  into  France , 
where  he  might  be  fecure  in  all  Events.  But 
the  Duke  of  Somerfet  infilling  that  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Prince,  who  was  now  eighteen 
Years  of  Age,  would  be  of  infinite  Service  The  Len¬ 
to  the  Caufe,  (he  was  at  length  prevail’d  on  caftriam 
to  venture  him  in  the  Army  they  were  affem-  allenable 

kllng*  Army, 

King  Edward  receiving  Intelligence  that  King  td- 
Queen  Margaret  was  arriv’d,  and  his  Ene-  wW sDe- 
mies  in  Arms  again,  publifh’d  a  Declaration  cIaration 
dated  the  27th  of  April ,  wherein  he  fets  forth, 
that  the  Kingdom  belong’d  to  him  by  Right 
®£  Inheritance,  and  had  been  fo  adjudg’d  in 

feveraf 
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>.0.1471  feveral  Parliaments,  and  that  God  had  de- 
F  clar’d  himfelf  on  his  Tide,  by  the  many  fig- 
nal  Vidories  he  had  afforded  him,  efpecially 
in  the  laft,  when  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and 
the  Marquis  of  Montague  were  Gain.  Not-? 
withffanding  which  certain  Rebels  and  Tray- 
tors  had  taken  up  Arms  again,  the  Names  of 
whofe  Chiefs  he  thought  fit  topublifh,  lead 
his  Subjeds  might  ignorantly  affift  and  en¬ 
courage  them,  and  thereby  incur  the  Guilt  of 
Treafon  i  and  at  the  end  of  the  Declaration, 
v  is  added  a  Lift  of  the  Names  of  the  principal 
Malecon tents,  (viz.)  Margaret  of  France , 
Riling  herlelf  Queen  •,  her  Son  Edward  •,  the 
Dukes  of  Exeter  and  Somerset ;  the  Earls  of 
Ox  on  and  Devon  William  Vifcount  Beaumont , 
and  twelve  or  thirteen  mote  of  lefs  Quality. 
The  King  Nor  did  the  King  content  himfelf  with 
marches  publifhing  Declarations  of  his  Right,  he  im- 
againft  mediately  affem bled  an  Army,  andbyfwift 
Marches  purfu’d  the  Queen  and  difafteded 
and  the  Lords  as  far  as  Tewkjbury ,  not  giving  them 
Lancaftri -  time  to  join  Jafper  Tudor  Earl  of  Pembroke , 
ai>s'  who  was  railing  Forces  for  the  Lancajlrians 
in  Wales.  The  Queen  would  have  avoided 
Fighting,  and  ftiil  have  endeavour’d  to  join 
Pembroke  but  the  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  who 
had  the  principal  Command  in  her  Army, 
let  her  know,  that  it  was  not  pradrcable  to 
pafs  the  River  Severn ,  now  King  Edward's, 
Army  was  fo  near  them  ;  but  that  they 
might  throw  up  Entrenchments,  and  defend 
themfelves  in  the  Camp  they  poffefs’d,  ’till 
the  Earl  of  Pe?nbroke  arriv’d  ,  accordingly, 
the  Army  fell  to  work  all  Night,  and  before 
Morning,  were  fo  cover’d  by  Entrenchments, 
that  it  was  not  eafy  to  attack  them. 
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.  The  next  Day,  being  the  4th  of  May,  King  ^.£.1471 
Edward  came  to  take  a  View  of  their  Camp,  """  J 
and  found  it  fo  ftrong,  that  he  apprehended 
he  fhould  run  a  great  Hazard,  if  he  engag’d 
them  in  that  Situation  ;  but  drew  them  out  of 
it  by  the  following  Stratagem.  He  order’d  his  The  Battel 
Brother  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  to  attack  their  of 
Lines  with  part  of  the  Army,  and  then  re-  >ury' 
treat,  as  if  he  was  beaten.  Thefe  Orders 
Gloucefter  executed  with  a  great  deal  of  Dif- 
cretion  ;  he  fir  ft  ftorm’d  the  Enemy’s  Camp 
with  theutmoft  Fury,  and  then  retir’d  with 
Precipitation,  as  if  his  Troops  were  entirely 
routed.  The  Duke  of  Somerfet  imagining 
he  fnould  improve  theConfuflon  in  Edward’s 
Army  and  gain  an  eafy  V  iflory  if  he  fol¬ 
low’d  them,  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  quit  his 
Camp*  .and  come  out  into  the  open  Field, 
where  to  his  Surprize,  he  found  King  Ed¬ 
ward  drawn  up  ready  to  receive  him  ;  Glou¬ 
cefter  alfo  rallied  his  Men,  and  charging  So- 
merjet  with  their  united  Forces,  drove  him 
back  into  his  Camp,  entering  the  Lines  pell- 
mell,  with  the  Lane  aft  rians,  who  now  fled  in 
their  Turns  •,  the  reft  of  the  Queen’s  Army, 
jnftead  of  fupporcing  Somerfet ,  run  away  be¬ 
fore  they  were  in  any  Danger,  which  made 
the  Slaughter  much  lefs  than  it  would  other- 
wife  have  been,  for  it  appears  there  were  not 
above  three  thouland  of  the  Lancaftrians  kill’d 
in  this  Battel,  among  whom  were  the  Earl  of 
Devon,  and  St.  John  Beaufort,  Brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Somerfet *  The  Prifoners  of-  moft  TheQueen 

Note,  were  the  Queen,  Prince  Edward,  the  Prince, fev. 
Duke  of  Somerfet,  and  the  Prior  of  St.  John's.  |nafe 
The  Prince  being  brought  before  King  Ed-  °  "*lS 
ward,  the  King  demanded  how  he  durft  ap¬ 
pear  in  Arms  in  England,  to  which  the 
Yql,  XVlIJ,  I  i  Prince 
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d.D.  1471  Prince  boldly  anfwer’d,  He  came  over  to  re- 
cover  his  Inheritance,  that  had  been  unjuftly 
taken  from  him.  At  which  the  King  was  fo 
provok’d,  that  he  (truck  him  on  the  Face 
with  his  Glove,  and  retir’d.-  "Whereupon, 
Prince  ®tis  faid,  the  Lords  that  were  prefent,  fell 
Edward  upon  the  young  Prince,  and  murder’d  him 
murder'd.  wjtj1  ^jj.  own  Hands.  But  why  the  Dukes 
of  Gloucefter  and  Clarence ,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Court,  fhould  chufe  to  be  his 
Executioners,  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  when" 
any  of  their  Soldiers  would  have  difpatch’d 
the  Prince  upon  the  leaft  Intimation.  It  is 
hot  without  Reafon,  therefore  fotne  havecori- 
jedtur’d,  that  this  and  many  other  barbarous 
Fadts,  faid  to  be  committed  by  the  Princes 
of  the  Houle  of  York ,  were  feign’d  by  Wri¬ 
ters  who  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII.  to 
ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  Lancaftrians. 

The  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  and  the  Prior  of 
St.  John  of  Jerufalemy  were  beheaded  the 
Day  after  the  Battel,  and  QUeen  Margaret 
was  fent  to  the  Tower  of  London. 

Falcon-  While  King  Edward  was  at  lewkjbury,  die 
bridge  at*  Baftard  of  Falconbridge,  who  had  been  made 
^  san^-3  Vice-Admiral  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  and 
jepuls’d.  turn’d  Pyrate  on  the  Reftauration  of  the 
lorkfts ,  aflembled  a  Body  of  Mariners,  and" 
other  loofe  People  in  Kent ,  under  Pretence  of 
releafing  King  Henry  out  of  the  Tower,  and 
brilkly  afiaulted  the  City  of  London ,  but  was 
repuls’d.  On  King  Edward’s  return  he  re¬ 
tir’d  to  Sandwich,  and  fortified  himfelf  there. 
King  Edward  immediately  advanc’d  againft 
him  as  far  as  Canterbury ,  where  Mefiengers 
from  Yhe  Baftard  met  him,  and  acquainted 
him,  that  their  Mafter  was  ready  to  lay  down 
his  Arms  upon-  certain  Cond  itions,  which  the 
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King  agreed  to,  and  reftor’d  him  to  his  Poft 
of  Vice-Admiral,  the  Lofs  of  which  feem’d  ~  ~ 

the  principal  Occafion  of  his  Difcontent,  for 
as  to  the  Right  of  the  Houfes  of  Lancaster  or 
Tork,  he  did  not  much  concern  himfelf  about 
them. 

And  now  King  Edward  imagining  he 
lhould  be  perpetually  disturb’d  by  InfurreCti- 
ons  while  King  Henry  liv’d,  how  harmlefs 
and  inoffenfive  foever  he  might  appear  in  his 
own  Perfon,  gave  Orders  to  diipatch  him 
out  of  the  way,  and  he  was  accordingly  put  K.  Hemj 
to  Death  in  the  Tower ;  but  whether  Richard  kill’d. 
Duke  of  Gloucefier ,  the  King’s  Brother,  kill’d 
him  with  his  own  Hand,  as  is  ufually  re¬ 
ported,  may  well  be  doubted  ;  for  Gloucester 
could  not  fupppfe  the  imbruing  his  Hands  in, 
the  Blood  of  the  old  King,  would  add  any¬ 
thing  to  his  Character,  and  Henry  might 
have  been  as  effectually  difpatch’d  by  ano¬ 
ther.  But  however  that  was,  the  Corps  of 
of  King  Henry  was  brought  to  St.  PW’s, 
and  there  expos’d  for  feveral  Days,  that  the 
People  might  be  affur’d  he  was  dead  ;  from 
whence  it  was  carried  to  Cbertfey  in  Surry 
and  interr’d  •,  but  afterwards  remov’d  to 
IVindfor  by  King  Edward ,  apd  a  Monument 
ereCted  over  him. 


The  only  Branches  of  the  Lancaflrian  Fa¬ 
mily  that  remain’d,  were  Margaret ,  the 
Daughter  of  John  Duke  of  Somerfet ,  and 
Widow  of  Edward  Tudor  Earl  of  Richmond ; 
and  Henry  their  Son,  now  about  ten  Years 
of  Age,  whom  Jafper  Tudor,  Earl  of  Pemr 
broke,  his  Uncle,  conceal’d  in  Wales  for  fome 
time  i  but  fearing  King  Edward  would  by 
fome  means  or  other  get  him  into  his  Hands, 
he  embark’d  with  the  young  Earl  on  board  a 
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A.D.\\q\  Ship,  defigning  to  carry  him  to  the  Court  of 
They  were  however  unluckily  dri- 


v  ranee. 
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of  Bretagne 
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fwear  to 
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celfion-  of 
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vcn  on  t^ie  Coaft  of  Bretagne ,  and  carried  to 
Henry  Earl  the  Duke,  who  would  not  confent  to  their 
d^con  Troceec^ng  t0  t;he  Court  of  France ,  but  put 
fin’d  in  the  them  under  an  eafy  Confinement,  and  treated 
Court  of  them  in  a  handfome  manner,  in  all  other 
Refpectts. 

King  Edward  having  afFembled  the  Arch- 
bifhops,  Bifnops,  and  all  the  Temporal 
Lords  that  were  in  or  about  London ,  on  the 
3d  of  July ,  proposal  their  taking  an  Oath 
to  the  Succeffion  of  his  Son  Edward ,  which 
they  all  readily  came  into,  tho’  it  prov’d  but 
of  very  little  Service  to  the  young  Prince  af¬ 
ter  his  Father’s  Death,  about  the  fame  time 
lie  pardon’d  feven  Bifhops,  who  had  appear’d 
in  the  Interefl  of  his  Enemies,  being  always 
cautious  of  incurring  the  Difpleafure  of  the 
Clergy,  and  as  he  took  Care  to  fecure  him- 
felf  at  home,  he  endeavour’d  alfo  to  prevent 
all  Foreign  Infults,  by  renewing  the  Truce 
with  France ,  Bretagne and  Scotland  *,  but 
Fill  he  was  not  perfectly  free  from  Diftur- 
bances, 

/.D.1472  The  Earl  of  Oxford ,  who  after  the  Battel 
— » — —  of  Barnet  had  fled  to  France,  return’d  to  Eng- 
j2; i  zEd.\.  iand  about  this  time,  and  found  Means  to 
furprize  St.  Michael's,  Mount  in  Cornwal , 
of  Oxford  which  the  King  thereupon  order’d  to  be  imJ 
appears  in  mediately  invefted,  and  the  Earl  was  oblig’d 
ArIfls  ,  to  furrender  on  Condition  of  fparing  his  Life 

.n,  ana  ,  c _ 1  1  •  _ j 


ag; 
is  taken. 


only  ;  after  which  his  Eftate  was  confifcated, 
and  he  was  imprifon’d  in  the  Cattle  of  Ham - 
mes  near  Calais.  The  Archbifhop  of  Fork 
alfo,  Brother  to  the  late  Earl  of  Warwick, 
tho’  he  had  been  pardon’d  once,  was  appre¬ 
hended  and  imprifon’d  in  the  Cattle  of  Guifnes , 

whether 
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whether  for  any  new  Confpiracy,  or  former  4.D.  1472 
Offences,  does  not  appear  ;  but  he  died  in  ~  Tf- 
Prifon  a  very  little  afterwards.  Henry  Hoi- 
land,  Duke  of  Exeter,  another  great  Support  The  Duke 
of  the  Lancajlrian  Intereft,  having  taken  of  Exeter 


Sanfluary  at  Wejlminjler  after  the  Battel  ©f 
Barnet,  efcap’d  out  of  Sanfluary  alfo  about  era  Y’ 
this  time,  and  got  to  Flanders,  where  he  was 
reduc’d  to  the  Necefiity  of  begging  his  Bread. 

Two  Years  afterwards  his  Corpfe  was  taken 
up  on  the  Sea  Coafl  of  England,  but  how  he 
came  by  his  Death  is  uncertain.  Notwith- 
flanding  the  Lancajlrians  were  in  thefe 
wretched  Circumflances,  the  King  was  ftilT 
uneafy  at  the  Apprehenfions,  that  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  his  Nephew  the  Earl  of  Rich- 
mond ,  would  one  Day  endeavour  the  Reftau- 
ration  of  their  Family,  and  us’d  many  Argu¬ 
ments  with  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  to  prevail  on 
him  to  deliver  them  up,  but  he  could  not  ob¬ 
tain  his  Ends :  However,  the  Duke  promis’d 
that  he  would  fecure  them  from  making 
their  Efcape  from  thence. 

At  a  Parliament  held  this  Year,  the  King 
created  his  Son  Edward  Prince  of  Wales, 

Duke  of  Cormval,  and  Earl  of  Chejler.  He 
alforeftor’d  the  Eftates  and  Honours  of  great 
Numbers  of  the  Lancajlrians,  who  fubmitted 
to  him  in  this  Par lia merit,  and  took  all  com¬ 
mendable  Methods  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with 
the  People,  and  make  them  forget  their  mu- 
tual  Animofities. 

The  Parliament  being  afiembled  again  in  The 
the  Year  1473,  all  the  Afls  made  by  H.  VI.  °e  ^J1' 
after  his  Readeption  were  repeal’d,  and  the  and  the 
Succeffipn  of  the  Crown  refettled  on  the  Iflue  Crown  re- 
of  King  Edward.  kule^on 

and  his 
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The  Truce  with  Scotland  was  confirm’d  a- 
bout  the  fame  time,  and  the  Alliance  between 
the  Crowns  of  England  and  Denmark  renew’d  . 
Some  Differences  alfo  were  adj lifted  with  the 
Court  of  Portugal  and  the  Hans  Fowmjn  rela¬ 
tion  to  Ships  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Ba- 
ftard  Falconbridge  while  he  practis’d  Piracy  iq 
the  narrow  Seas  ;  and  tho’  Falconbndge  was 
once  pardon’d  by  King  Edward it  appears-he 
was  afterwards- put  to-  Death  for  thele  Pira¬ 
cies,  or  fome  other  Crime  committed  after¬ 
wards. 

King  Edward  having  no  Qomeftick  Ene*- 
miss  to  contend  with  at  this  time,  the  Duke 
of  Burgundy  propos’d  the  entering  into  a 
Confederacy  with  him  againft  France,  and  a 
Treaty  was  concluded  between  them  accord¬ 
ingly  wherein  it  was  agreed,  that  King  Ed¬ 
ward  fhould  invade  France  before  the  firft  of 
"July,  1475,  and  endeavour  to  recover  the 
whole  Kingdom,  or  at  leaft  ttys  Dutchies  of 
Normandy  and  Guienne,  and  that  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  fhould  aftift  him  with  all  his  Forces* 
and  if  they  fucceeded  in  the  intended  Cpn- 
queft  of  France ,  that  Edward  fhould  reflgn  to 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy  the  Dutchy  of  Bar , 
the  Earldoms  of  Champagne ,  Elevens,  Retel , 
Eu ,  Gutfe,  and  the  Barony  of  Doufy,  with  a  If 
the  Towns  on  the  Banks  of  the  Somme  in  Pi¬ 
cardy  •,  and  no  Homage  was  to  be  demanded 
of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  for  any  of  the  laid 
Provinces  or  Towns.  This  Expedition  againft 
France,  it  appears,  had  been  thought  of  fome 
Years  before,  tho’  the  Treaty  was  not  con¬ 
cluded  till  now  *  for  we  find  the  Parliament 
Of  England  granted  the  King  one  Tenth  of 
their  Revenues,  or  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound, 
for  the  levying  and  paying  fourteen  thoufand 

Archers^ 
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Archers,  at  a  Parliament  affembled  bn  the  -*££,1474 
6th  of  Odiober,  1472.  They  alfo' granted  the  ~  ^  , 

King,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1474,  a. 

Tenth  and  Fifteenth,  and  upwards  of  fifty 
thoufand  Pounds  more  in  full  Payment  of  the 
faid  fourteen  thoufand  Archers.  And  in  the 
fame  Year  granted  another  Tenth  and  Fif¬ 
teenth,  and  two  Thirds  of  both,  to  enable 
the  King  to  undertake  this  Enterprize  againft 
France.  From  whence  it  appears  that  the 
Army  deftgn’d  againft  that  Kingdom  con¬ 
futed  of  Veteran  Troops,  whom  the  King  bad 
kvy’d  out  of  the  Forces  engag’d  in  the  late 
Civil  Wars.  And  one  Reafon  of  undertaking 
this  War  probably  was,  to  bufy  the  Military 
Men,  and  divert  the  People  from  plottings 
againft  the  Government.  But  before  the  King  Alliances' 
embark’d  in  this  Enterprize,  he  renew’d  his  reneWtt- 
Alliances  with  Foreign  Princes,  and  enter’d 
into  lo me  frefh  Treaties,  particularly  with  the 
Emperor  Frederick ,  whereby  he  hop’d  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  joining  with  Lewis,  or  at  leaft  to 
engage  them  to  Hand  Neuter.  And  to  fee u re  ACc x* 
Scotland --to  him,  from  whence  the  Engltjb  were  trad  of 
generally  attack’d  when  they  made  any  At- 
tempt  on  France ,  he  concluded  a  Contrail  of  If 
Marriage  between' the  Princefs  Cicely ,  his  fe-  Scotland, 
cohd  Daughter,  and  the  King  of  Scots  eldeft 
Son,  with  whom  he  gave  twenty  thoufand 
Marks  Sterling,  tho’  the  Parties  were  both 
very  young,  and  the  Marriage  could  not  be 
cohfummated  in  many  Years  after.  AD.  1475 

Blue  notwithftanding  the  Parliament  had  * - 1 — 

rais’d  as  much  Money  as  could  be  expe&ed 
from  them  to  enable  the  King  to  undertake  xhe  Klrg 
this  War,  he  found  the  Supplies  were  not  e-  raifes  Mo- 
qual  to  fo  vaft  an  Enterprize,  for  all  the  nel/  ky 
Changes  of  it  were  to  be 'born  by  King  Ed-  pXvo- 

ward.  knee. 
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J.D.i^s  ward.  Tho’  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  had  a- 
—  - —  greed  to  find  his  Quota  of  Troops,  they  were 
■d‘l5  paid  by  England.  He  inform’d  himfelr 

therefore  of  the  Condition  and  Circumftances 
of  his  Subjects and  thofe  who  were  fuppos’d 
to  be  Rich,  he  either  fent  to,  or  defir’d  their 
Attendance  at  Court,  in  order  to,  borrow  Mo¬ 
ney  of  them,  according  to  their  refpeitive  A- 
bilities.  .And  as  he  was  remarkable  for  his 
engaging  Prefence  and  infinuating  Addrefs, 
he  lolicited  many  of  them  in  Perfon :  Among 
the  reft,  our  Hiftorians  take  Notice,  he  ap- 
ply’d  himfelf  to  a  rich  Widow*  and  demand¬ 
ing  what  fhe  would  lend  him,  the  Lady  an¬ 
swer’d,  She  could  not  refufe  twenty  Pounds 
to  a  Monarch  whofe  Perfon  and  Addrefs  .were 
So  engaging  •,  and  the  King  thereupon  giving 
her  a  Kifs*  ’tis  faid,  fhe  added  the  other 
twenty  Pounds.  This  Loan,  by  which  the 
King  rais’d  a  confiderable  Sum,  afterwards 
obtain’d  the  Name  of  a  Benevolence.  : 

The  King  All  things  being  in  a  Readinefs,  King  Ed- 
emharlcs  warg  began  to  embark  his  Troops  at  Dover 

for  France  the  20th  of  June,  which  were  fo  numerous, 

*  or  the  Weather  fo  bad,  that  they  were  three 
Weeks  in  tranfporting  to  Calais.  What  the 
Numbers  of  the  Foot  were  does  not  appear, 
but  the  Horfe  confifted  of  fifteen  hundred 
Men  at  Arms,  and  fifteen  thoufand  Archers. 
Mezray  fays,  that  it  was  the  greateft  Army 
that  ever  the  Englijb  employ’d  againft  France  5] 
and  we  find  Edward  III.  once  invaded  that 
Kingdom  with  an  hundred  thoufand  Men, 
Hede-  The  King  had  no  fooner  difembark’d  his 
rnands  the  TroopSi  gut  he  fent  a  Herald  to  Lewis  to 

©fthetUtl°n  demand  the  Reftitution  of  the  whole  Kingdom 
Whole  of  France ,  at  which  that  Prince  was  con- 
Kirtgdom.  founded.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
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SuccefTes  of  Edward  III.  and  Henry  V.  with  d.D.  1475 
lefs  numerous  Troops  •,  and  tho’  he  had  found  Al.E/ 
means  to  divert  the.  Duke  of  Burgundy  % 

Forces  by  engaging  him  in  a  War  with  the 
German  Princes,  yet  he  did  not  think  himfelf 
in  a  Condition  to  refill  the  Englijh  Army, 
compos’d,  of  Veteran  Troops,  a,nd  com¬ 
manded  by  a;  King  who  had  been.  Victorious 
in,  nine  pitch’d  Battels.  He  propos’d  therefore 
to  effedt  that  by  Money  which  he  defpair’d  of 
accomplifhing  by  Force  j  and  having  leanfd 
from  the  Herald  which  of  King  Edward's, 

Minifters  were  fuppos’d  to  bear  the  greateft 
Sway  in  the  Court  of  England,  he  difmifs’d 
him,  after  he  had  made  him  a  Prefent  of  three 
hundred  Growns,  and  thirty  Yards  of  Velvet. 

In  the  mean  time  Edward  enter’d  the  Ter-  He.enters 
ritories  of  France ,  and  .fent  to  the  Duke  of  France. 
Burgundy  to  come  and  join  him  with  the 
Troops  he  was  oblig’d  to  furnifh  by  the  late 
Treaty  ;  but  the  Duke  was  taken,  up  in  the  Heisdif- 
Siege  of-  Nuz,  a  Town  in  the.  Electorate  of  appointed 
Cologn,  and  having  no  Forces  to  fpare,  came  ky  ^  D* 
to  the  Englijh  Camp,  attended  only  by  his  °gund^~ 
ordinary  Guard.  However,  to  make  fpme 
Amends  for  this  Difappointment,  he  allur’d 
the  King  that  the  Earl  of  S z.  Paul,  Conflable 
of  France ,  with  whom  the  Duke  pretended  to 
have  a  good  Underftandmg,  had  engag’d  vp 
deliver  up  the  Town  of  St.  Quint  in  to  the 
Englijh  for  a  Place  of  Arms,  on  their  appear¬ 
ing  before  it  but  when  the  Army  approach’d 
the  Place,  the  Garrifon  fir’d  upon  them. 

This  provok’d  King  Edward  to  the  laft  de¬ 
gree,  and  he  could  not  forbear  reproaching 
the  Duke  with  Breach  of  Faith  •,  whereupon 
the  Duke  thought  fit  to  leave  the  Englijh 
Gamp*  and  returnxo  Germany . 

V  o' i ,  XVIII.  K  k  t  ewil 
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A  D ■  1 475  Lewis  receiving  Advice  of  the  Mifunder- 

* - — ~  {landing  between  the  Englijh  and  their  Bur- 

A^X$gundian  Allie,  Lid  hold  of  the  favourable 
Imis  Juncture,  and  fent  an  EmbafTy  to  King  Ed- 
bribes  K.  ward  to  offer  him  Terms  of  Peace,  who  be- 
Ddward  jng  chug  deferred  by  the  Duke,  did  not  feem' 
Alhiiilers  verY  averfe  t0  the  Propofal,  but  order’d  the 
ro  return  Lord  Howard ,  and  fome  other  Englijh  Mini- 
to  England,  ftefs*  to  treat  with  thofe  fent  from  Lewis , 
who  at  length  came  to  this  Agreement,  viz. 
TheTrea-  That  Lewis  fhould  pay  King  Edward  feventy- 
ty  between  five  thoufand  Crowns,  within  fifteen  Days, 
sf-T  towards  the  Charges  of  this  Expedition,  and 
d'J'a>  fifty  thoufand  Crowns  annually  afterwards 
during  King  Edward’s  Life.  That  he  fhould 
marry  his  Son,  the  Dauphin,  to  one  of  King 
Edward's  Daughters,  and  fettle  on  that  Prin- 
cefs  fixty  thoufand  Livres  per  Ann.  and  that 
a  Truce  fhould  be  concluded  for  feven  Years, 
wherein  the  two  Kings  included  all  their  Al¬ 
lies,  and  particularly  thofe  of  Bretagne  and 
Burgundy  were  fpecified  on  the  part  of  Eng¬ 
land.  And  laflly,  it  was  agreed,  that  Queen 
Margaret ,  the  Widow  of  Henry  VI.  fhould 
be  releas’d  on  the  French  King’s  paying  fifty 
thoufand  Crowns  for  her  Ranfom,  and  that 
Princefs  was  accordingly  fet  at  Liberty  ;  after 
which  fhe  went  over  to  France ,  v/here  fhe  re¬ 
main’d  till  the  time  of  her  Death. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  Earl  of 
St.  Paul  were  at  their  Wits  End  when  they 
heard  of  this  Treaty.  They  had  drawn  King 
Edward  into  France  on  a  View  of  advancing; 
their  own  private  Interefts  by  fifhing  in  trou¬ 
bled  Waters,  and  could  not  be  infenfible  that 
Lewis  would  endeavour  to  retaliate  their 
Treachery  when  the  Englijh  were  retir’d. 
They  made  Edward  therefore  large  Offers  if 

he- 
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he  would  break  the  Truce,  but  he  was  not  at  d.D.  1475 
all  enclin’d  to  rely  any  more  on  thefe  faithlefs  ~  '  _  /7  y  ~ 
Allies.  However,  Lewis  was  fo  apprehenfive 
that  Edward  might  be  prevail’d  on  by  their  Th zEvg- 
Solicitations  to  break  the  Truce,  that  he  made  4^  Mini¬ 
rich  Prefents  to  all  the  Englijh  Miniliers,  and  ^^ebp’n 
even  fettled  Penfions  on  them  to  the  amount  foners  to 
of  fixty  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year.  He  fent  the  Court 
three  hundred  Cart  Loads  of  Wine  to  the  ° i France. 
Englijh  Army,  and  order’d  the  Officers  to  be 
treated  at  his  Expence  in  all  the  great  Towns 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Army.  And 
thus  having  made  King  Edward  and  his  Mi- 
niftry  a  Bridge  of  Gold,  he  kept" them  Ready 
in  their  Refolution  of  repaying  the  Sea.  But  An  Inter- 
a  perfonal  Conference  was  firft  held  between  viewbe- 
the  two  Kings  on  the  Bridge  of  Pequigny  near  oF 
Amiens ,  in  a  Room  contriv’d  for  that  Purpofe, 
crofs  which  there  run  a  kind  of  Palifade  Pale,  anc! 
open  enough  for  the  two  Monarchs  to  falute  F>anc?- 
each  other.  Here,  ’tis  faid,  Lewis  infilled 
much  on  King  Edward’s  abandoning  his  Allie 
the  Duke  of  Bretagne ;  but  he  would  not  hear 
of  it  for  two  Reafons,  one  was,  that  he  fhould 
thereby  too  much  agrandize  the  French  King 
by  fuch  a  Conceflion  and  the  other,  that  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne  had  at  this  time  the  Heir  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lancajler  in  his  Power,  and 
therefore  was  not  to  be  difoblig’d.  ’Tis  faid 
that  Edward  at  this  Interview  exprefs’d  fome 
Inclination  to  fee  Paris ,  but  Lewis  handfomely 
refused  his  Vifit,  lead;  he  fhould  be  too  much 
charm’d  with  the  Place,  and  entertain 
Thoughts  of  wrefting  it  from  him.  He  never 
appear’d  better  fatisfy’d  therefore  than  when  he 
faw  Edward’ s  Back  turn’d  with  an  Intention 
to  embark  for  England.  As  for  the  Earl  of 
St.  PauJ  who  had  plaid  fo  treacherous  a  Part, 
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as  well  with  die  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
Englijh  as  with  the  French  King,  fometimes 
hiding  with  the  one,  and  fometimes  with  the' 
other,  as  he  could  beft  advance  his  private  In¬ 
tercity  the  French  King  got  him  into  his  Power 
not  long  afterwards,  and  ltruck  off  his  Head : 
And  thus  ended  this  ipighty  Expedition,  from 
whence  the  Englijh.  had  entertain’d  an  Affu- 
fance  of  conquering  France  once  again. 

Edward  being  return’d  to  England ,  fent 
Ambaffadors  to  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  deliver  up  the  Earls  of  Pembroke 
and  Richmond ,  pretending  heaefign’d  to  mar¬ 
ry  the  Earl  of  Richmond  to  one  of  his  Daugh¬ 
ters,  and  thereby  put  an  End  to  the  fatal 
Controverfy  between  the  Houfes  of  York  and 
Lancafter.  The  Duke'  of  Bretagne ,  either  gi¬ 
ving  Credit  to  this  plaufible  Propdfal,  or 
wrought  upon  by  the  rich  Prefents  that  were 
made  him,  yielded  at  length  to  deliver  up  the 
two  Lordj  to  the  Englijh  Ambaffadors,  who 
conducted  them  as  far  as  St.  Maid’s,  and  were 
waiting  there  for  a  fair  Wind  ;  but  it  being 
reprefented  to  the  Duke  of  Bretagne  foon  af¬ 
terwards,  that  it  would  be  an  eternal  Blot 
upon  his  Memory  to  deliver  up  two  Noble¬ 
men  into  the  Elands  of  their  mortal  Enemy, 
who  would  probably  facrifice  them  to  his  In- 
terefts,  the  Duke  repented  his  parting  with 
them,  and  fending  to  St.  Maid’s,  contrived 
their  Efcape  from  the  Englifh  Ambaffadors, 
promifing  however  that  they  fhopld  ftil.1  re¬ 
main  in  his  Court  in  fafe  Cuftody.  King  Ed¬ 
ward,  tbo’  he  was  at  firft  heartily  vex’d  at 
the  Mifcarriage  of  this  Negotiation,  did  not 
permit  it  to  difturb  him  long.  He  feem’d. de¬ 
termin’d  to  fpqnd  the  remainder  of  his  pays  j 
in  agreeable  Entertainments  and  Diverfions,  J 
'  :  ■  :  :  exhibited  | 
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exhibited  Jufts  and  Tournaments  to  the  Peo- 
pie,  hunted  with  them  and  feafted  them  conti- 
nually.  He  us’d  to  invite  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  London  to  Hunting-Matches,  King  Ed- 
and  did  not  only  give  them  fplendid  Enter-  ward  at¬ 
tainments  afterwards,  and  converfe  familiarly  in 
jvith  them  over  a  Bottle,  but  fent  Prefcnts  of  agreeable' 
Venifon  and  Wine  to  their  Y/i^es,  and  con-  Amuie- 
tinu’d  his  Amours  with  the  Ladies  as  for-  ments- 
merly  ;  but  there  were  three  he  feem’d  parti¬ 
cularly  fond  of,  of  whom  he  us?d  to  fay  one 
was  the  merrieft,  another  the  wittieft,  and  a 
third  the  holieft  Harlot  in  the  Kingdom. 

The  laft  was  not  to  be  got  out  of  a  Church 
unlefs  it  were  to  enjoy  her  Gallant.  The 
jnerry  Lady  was  Jane  Shore.  But  it  does  not 
appear  who  the  other  two  Concubines  were. 

In  the  mean  time  the  puke  of  Burgundy  rLD.ny 2 
carry ’d  on  the  War  againft  the  German  i 
Princes  with  Succefs  •,  but  having  drawn  the 
Switzers  and  the  Duke  of  Lor  rain  upon  him, 
he  was  kill'd  in  a  Battel  with  their  united  The  Duke 
Forces  a  Year  or  two  afterwards, near  the  City  - 

of  Nancy ;  and  leaving  only  one  Daughter,  the  1 
Princels  Mary ,  then  about  eighteen  Years  of 
Age,  the  French  King  Lewis  XI.  took  Ad-  ^n^fd/es 
vantage  of  the  ill  Situation  of  her  Affairs,  and  Pa^ofTis 
feiz’d  great  part  of  her  Territories.  The  Territories. 
Princefs  thereupon  apply’d  herfelf  to  King  His 
Edward  for  Protection  againft  the  French  I)a“Sat.er 
King,  knowing  it  it  cou’d  never  be  for  the  In-  vlintoKing 
tereft  of  England  to  fee  France  poffefs’d  of  Edward 
Holland  and  Flanders  and  the  reft  of  her  Terri-  )or  Pl0t-C' 
tories  ;  but  Edward  feem’d  fo  much  in  Love  uon' 
with  his  Eafe  at  this  Time,  or  his  Minifters  The  Court 
rather  were  fo  largely  brib’d  by  the  French  of  England 
King,  that  he  refus’d  to  concern  himfelf  in  the^^  by 
Princefs  Mary'  s  Defence  j  whereupon  fhe  dif-  King.  ”  ^ 
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pos’d  of  her  Perfon  in  Marriage  to  Maximilian 
of  Auftria,  the  Emperor’s  Son,  who  recover’d 
great  part  of  her  Territories  from  Lewis : 
The  Difpute  about  which  has  been  the  Occa- 
fion  of  W ars  between  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
and  France  almoft  from  that  Day  to  this, 
with  fome  fbort  Intervals.  But  to  return  to 
England  •,  King  Edward  did  not  long  enjoy 
the  Tranquility  he  expected  :  His  Queen 
grew  jealous  that  the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  who 
had  been  declar’d  Heir  to  the  Crown  after 
Henry  VI.  wou’d  one  Day  deprive  her  Chil¬ 
dren  of  their  Inheritance,  and  therefore  was 
continually  inciting  the  King  againft  him, 
and  making;  the  work  Conftrudlion  of  his 
Words  and  Actions,  which  were  not  entirely 
free  from  Cenfure.  The  Duke  of  Gloucefter 
join’d  with  the  Queen  in  creating  Mifunder- 
ftandings  between  the  King  and  his  Brother 
Clarence ,  either  with  a  View  of  having  a  great¬ 
er  Share  in  the  Adminiftration  during  the 
King’s  Life,  or  of  fucceeding  to  the  Crown 
on  his  Demife  :  And  thus  while  the  Queen 
and  Gloucefter  were  on  different  Views  con- 
fpiring  the  Deftrudlion  of  the  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence,  an  Accident  happen’d  which  mightily 
forwarded  their  Plot:  The  King  hunting  in 
the  Park  of  one  Burdet ,  a  particular  Friend 
of  the  Duke  of  Clarence’s ,■  kill’d  a  white  Deer 
that  Burdet  fet  a  great  Value  upon,  which 
when  Burdet’ s  Servants  acquainted  him  with, 
’tis  faid  he  fell  into  a  Paflion,  and  wifh.’d  the. 
Buck’s  Horns  in  the  Belly  of  him  that  kill’d 
it  •,  which  was  immediately  carried  to  the 
King’s  Ears,  and  by  the  Inftigation  of  the 
Queen  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter ,  Burdet  was 
try’d  for  High  Treafon  and  executed.  They 
very  well  knew  this  wou’d  provoke  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Clarence  to  fay  or  do  fome  indifcreet  d.D.i^S 
things  that  wou’d  confirm  the  King  in  his  Ap-  ^  g£flf, 
prehenfions  of  his  Difloyalty.  Accordingly 
the  Duke  of  Clare?ice  coming  over  foon  after 
from  his  Government  of  Ireland ,  reproach’d 
the  King  with  cauf-ng  his  Friend  Bnrdet  to  be 
put  to  Death  wrongfully  (as  hi's  Enemies  fuf- 
pedted  he  wou’d)  and  even  threatned  to  be 
reveng’d  ;  and  when  he  was  gone  out  of  the 
King’s  Prdence,  faid  in  his  Paflion,  that  the  Cl?*** 
King  was  a  Baftard,  and  had  no  Right  to 
the  Crown,  or  Words  to  that  Effed,  which  preffioir" 
fo  provok’d  Edward ,  that  he  order’d  him  to  He  isat- 
be  apprehended  and  impeach’d  for  High  ta^ted 
Treafon,  and  had  him  condemn’d  in  Parlia- 
ment  upon  the  following  Articles,  viz.  That 
he  endeavour’d  to  raife  a  Sedition  by  giving 
out  that  Burdet  was  wrongfully  executed 
That  -the  King  had  caus’d  feveral  innocent 
Perfons  to  be  poifon’d  ;  That  the  King  was 
not  the  Son  of  the  late  -Duke  of  York ,  and  that 
Clarence  intended  to  ufurp  his  Throne  ;  That 
he  had  accus’d  the  King  of  Magick,  and  fome 
other  Matters  of  lefs  confequence  :  But  how¬ 
ever  the  Charge  was  made  out,  it  was  net 
thought  fit  to  execute  him  publickly  ;  he  was 
put  to  death  in  the  Tower  by  thrufting  his 
Head  into  a  Butt  of  Malmfy ,  as  the  Tradition  J^owa’da 
goes  ;  certain  it  is  there  appear’d  no  Marks 
of  Violence  upon  him  when  his  Body  was  af-  1 
terwards  expos’d  to  publick  View. 

Maximilian  of  Aujlria  being  now  Duke  of  TheA/nJ- 
Burgundy  in  Right  of  his  \Vife,  defrr’d  the  Kin2  Pre- 
Afiiftance  of  Edward  to  recover  theTerritories 
belonging  to  him,  which  the  French  King  had  toalM 
feiz’d  *,  but  Lewis  ftill  continuing  to  bribe  MaximU-' 
the  Englijh  Miniftry,  and  promifing  to  ccn-  an° 
tinue  the  Payment  of  50,000  Crowns  per  An¬ 
num  , 
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j4.Da\i9  nuniy  for  an  hundred  Years  after  Edward's 
•  '■  Death,  Maximilian's  Sollicitations  were  not 
much  regarded.  Lewis  amus’d  the  Court  of 
England  alfo  with  Hopes  of  concluding  the 
Marriage  between  the  Dauphin  and  one  of 
Edward's  Daughters,  tho’  he  never  really  in¬ 
tended  it  fhould  take  EffeCE 
King  Ed-  After  the  Death  .-of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  our 
atWmuch  j-jiftorians  generally  obferve  that  King  Ed- 
after  the  ward  became  extremely  referv’d  and  covetous. 
Duke  of  He  left  off.  his  ufual  Diverfions,  and  fell  to 
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putting  m  Execution  the  penal  Laws  for  eve¬ 
ry  trifling  Offence^  in  order  to'  extort  Money 
from  his  Subjects, .  and  became  no  lefs  dread¬ 
ed  by  them  in  the  latter  Part  of  his,  Reign  than 
he  had  been  belov’d  and  efteem’d  by  them  in 
the  former.  And  poflibly  the  Treachery  of 
the  French  King  and  the  Scots,  which  was  dis¬ 
cover’d  about  this  time,  might  not  a  little 
contribute  to  put  him  out  of  Temper  f  for 
Lewis ,  who  had  given  Edward  repeated  Af- 
furances  of  marrying  his  Son  the  Dauphin  to 
his  Daughter,  not  being  able  to  put  off  the 
fulfilling  of  his  Promife  any  longer,  and  ex¬ 
pecting  the  King  of  England  would  feverely 
revenge  his  Breach  of  Faith,  incited  the  Scots 
to  break  the  Truce  with'  Edward  and  infult  the 
Engli/hB orders,  that  Edward  finding  full  Em¬ 
ployment  for  his  Troops  at  home,  might  not 
be  at  leifure  to  attack  France .  James  alfo 
was  perfuaded  to  refufe  marrying  his  Son  to 
King  Edward's  Daughter,-  tho’  her  Portion 
was  already  paid  in  part.  TheKing  at  Engl  and, 
in  order  to  revenge  himfelf  on  the  faithlefs 
French  King,  enter’d  into  a  Confederacy  with 
Maximilian  of  Auftria  and  his  Wife  the  Dutch- 
efs  of  Burgundy,  and  agreed  to  fend  a  Fleet 
of  Ships,  and  fix-  thoufand  Land  Forces  to 

their 
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their  Affiftance  againft  Lewis.  He  alfo  enter’d  A.o  1481 
into  Alliances  with  Caflile ,  Portugal ,  and  o-  ^  ~~* 

ther  Powers,  to  enable  him  to  renew  the  War 
with  France.  But  James  III.  King  of  Scots  ra-  The  Scots 
vaging  the  Northern  Counties,  oblig’d  Ed-  attack  the 
ward  to  defer  his  Enterprize  againtt  his  Grand  B°r- 
Fnemy  for  fome  time.  crs* 

Notwithffanding  James  had  ventur’d  Mo  A.D.ufiz 

break  the  Truce  with  England ,  his  Affairs - 

were  in  a  very  diftraCted  Condition  at  home.  ji-zzEd-^ 
He  was  univerfally  hated  by  his  Subjects 
for  his  Tyranny  and  Opprefhon  :  Pie  had  ex-  fomentsthe 
eluded  the  Nobility,  and  all  Perfons  of  Fi-  Divifions 
gure  from  his  Counfels,  and  was  entirely  go-  in  Scotland, 
vern’d  by  three  Favourites  of  mean  Extracti¬ 
on.  John  his  younger  Brother  was  impri- 
fon’d  for  fpeaking  too  freely  of  hisAdminiftra-- 
tion,  and  afterwards  put  to  death  (in  Prifon) 
without  a  legal  Trial  :  Alexander  Duke  of 
Albany ,  James's  other  Brother,  alfo  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Prifon,  but  made  his  Efcape,  and 
fled  to  Bdward  for  Protection.  While  the 
Duke  of  Albany  was  in  England ,  Edward 
enter’d  into  a  Treaty  with  him,  whereby  it 
was  agreed,  that  if  the  King  of  England  aflift- 
ed  him  in  dethroning  his  Brother,  the  Duke 
fhould  fucceed  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland ,  hold¬ 
ing  it  of  Edward  as  his  Superiour  Lord. 

W  hereupon  anArmy  was  fent  down  loScotiand  SencIs  an 
commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  with 
whom  the  Duke  of  Albany  took  the  Field.  T]a^  C° 
A  Fleet  alfo  was  equipp’d,  and  order’d  to  at¬ 
tend  the  Army  and  furnifh  it  with  Proviflons 
on  the  Arrival  of  the  Troops  in  Scotland. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucejler  meeting  no  Army  Berwick 
in  the  Field,  laid  Siege  to  Berwick  and  took  taken- 
it,  and  underftanding  the  Court  and  Nobility 
of  Scotland  were  at  Variance,  he  left  part 
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of  hisArmy  to  block  up  the  Caftle  of  Berwick , 
and  advanc’d  to  Edinburgh.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Scotifio  Nobility  took  this  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  revenging  themfelves  on  the  King’s 
three  Favourites' ;  for  breaking  into  the  Royal 
Apartment,  they  feiz’d  them  in  his  Prefence, 
carry’d  them  away,  and  hang’d  them  up  at 
the  Head  of  the  Army. 

While  the  King  of  Scots  and  his  Nobility 
were  thus  divided,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier 
enter’d  the  City  of  Edinburgh  without  Oppo¬ 
sition,  and  the  King  retir’d  into  the  Caftle, 
where  the  Duke  offer’d  him  Terms  of  Accom¬ 
modation  ;  but  James  would  not  treat  with 
him.  Whereupon  Gloucefier  made  Proclama¬ 
tion  by  Sound  of  Trumpet,  that  unlefs  the 
Scots  fulfill’d  their  Treaties  with  England ,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  Relation  to  the  Marriage  of  their 
Prince  with  King  Edward's  Daughter,  he 
wou’d  deftroy  their  Country  with  Fire  and 
Sword. 

This  occafion’d  the  Nobility  to  fend  a  De~ 
’  putation  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier ,  reprefent- 
ing  that  they  were  very  defirous  the  Match 
with  England  fhou’d  be  concluded,  and  other 
Parts  of  the  Treaty  between  the  two  Nations 
duely  obferv’d,  and  therefore  entreated  he 
wou’d  not  deftroy  their  Country.  The  Duke 
of  Gloucefier  anfwer’d,  That  the  Court  of  Eng¬ 
land  were  now  indifferent  whether  the  Match 
was  concluded  or  not  ;  but  expedted  that  the 
Money  that  had  been  advanc’d  as  the  Princefs’s 
Portion,  Should  be  repaid  *,  and  that  the 
Caftle  of  Berwick  fhou’d  be  furrender’d  to 
him  *,  and  on  thefe  Terms  the  Truce  wou’d 
be  obferv’d  on  the  fide  of  England.  After 
which  the  Duke  of  Albany  having  a  Confe¬ 
rence  with  the  Scotifh  Lords, 4  on  the  Situati¬ 
on 
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on  of  their  Affairs,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Ci- AD.  14.2* 
tizens  of  Edinburgh  fhou’d  become  bound  for  A  d 
the  Re-payment  of  the  Money  advanc’d,  if 
the  Marriage  did  not  take  Effedt  i  that  theTheCaitla 
Caftle  of  Berwick  fhould  be  yielded  to  the°f  Be^uk 
Englijh  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  Duke  of  Many1 urrcnde;d* 
fhou’d  be  conftituted  Regent  of  Scotland ,  and 
his  Brother  ftill  enjoy  the  Title  and  State  of  a 
King:  To  which  King  James  condefcended. 

The  Duke  of  Albany  having  thus  preferv’d  his 
Country  from  being  deftroy’d  by  the  Englijh , 
generoufly  refign’d  his  Adminiftration,  and 
contented  that  his  Brother  fhou’d  refume  his 
former  Authority  i  which  he  had  not  long 
done  but  he  attempted  the  Duke  of  Albany  % 

Life,  who  had  the  good  Fortune  however  to 
efcape  into  England ,  and  there  he  renew’d  his 
Alliance  with  King  Edward  \  but  going  over 
to  a  Tournament  in  France  he  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  kill’d  by  the  Splinter  of  a  Launce  in 
an  Encounter  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans. 

In  the  mean  time  Mary  Dutchefs  of  Bur-  The 
gundy  having  been  kill’d  by  a  Fall  from  her  Dutchefs  of 
Horfe,  the  Flemmings  in  a  manner  expel  I’d  her^g'^i 
Husband  Maximilian  of  Aujlria  and  wou’d 
not  permit  him  either  to  have  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Low-Countries,  or  the  Education 
of  the  Children  the  Dutchefs  left  behind  her ; 
of  which  Lewis  the  French  King  made  his 
Advantages,  beftowing  his  Bribes  fo  effe&ual- 
ly  among  the  Citizens  of  Ghent  and  other 
Flemmjh  Towns,  that  he  prevail’d  on  them 
to  marry  the  Princefs  Mary ,  the  Daughter  The  Da-.- 
of  the  late  Dutchefs  Mary,  an  Infant  of  two  ghin  n».- 
Years  old,  to  his  Son  the  Dauphin,  and  to“es  hf!r 
give  him  with  her  the  Earldoms  of  Artois ,  au“ 
Burgundy ,  Maconois ,  Auxerre ,  and  Charolois  ; 
and  the  young  Princefs  was  accordingly  fent  to 
L  1  2  Paris 


s.6q  ITjc  History  of  Englan d. 

A.D.ufii  Paris  in  the  Year  1482.  This  was  a  mortal 
V  rJ  Affront  to  Kino;  Edward,  Lewis  having  fo- 
lemnly  prorrus  a  time  alter  time  to  marry  the 
Dauphin  to  2  Princefs  of  England. 

King  Ed-  King  Edward  therefore  began  to  make 
cu:ard  pre-  great  Preparations  to  renew  the  War  with 
new  the'0'  France->  not  only  out  of  Refentment  for  the 
War  with  Injury  done  him  by  the  Dauphin’s  Marriage, 
France.  but  to  prevent  the  Low-Countries  falling  in¬ 
to  the  Hands  of  the  French ,  The  People  readi¬ 
ly  concurr’d  with  the  King  in  this  Enterprize, 
and  were  ready  to  have  advanc’d  the  requifite 
Supplies  :  But  while  King  Edward  was  bufy 
in  affembling  an  Army  and  making  Prepara¬ 
tions  for  this  greatEnterprize,  he  was  taken  ill, 
and  in  a  very  few  Days  given  over  by  his  Phy- 
ficians  •,  whereupon  moft  of  the  great  Lords 
being  affembled  in  his  Apartment,  he  re¬ 
commended  his  Sons  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  Duke  of  York  to  their  Care,  defir’d  that 
they  wou’d  lay  afide  all  Party-Differences, 
and  make  the  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom  their 
only  Aim,  which  they  folemnly  promis’d  to 
do.  Then  the  King  applied  himfelf  to  his 
HfefJc&th.  Devotions,  and  expir’d  on  the  9th  of  April , 
1483,  in  the  42d  Year  of  his  Age,  and  the 
23d  of  his  Reign,  and  was  buried  in  the  new 
Chapel  of  his  own  Foundation  at  Windfor, 
under  a  Monument  of  Steel,  polifh’d  and 
g*Ib 

HisPpffon  King  Edward  was  tall,  of  a  fair  Com- 
andCha-  plexion,  and  had  a  moft  Majeftick  Mien, 
meter.  but  yC£  knew  how  to  diveft  himfelf  of  the 
awful  Prefence  of  a  King,  and  converfe  fa¬ 
miliarly  with  the  meaneft  of  his  Subjects.  He 
is  generally  held  to  have  been  the  handfomeft 
Man,  and  to  have  had  the  happieft  Addrefs 
of  any  King  chat  ever  fat  upon  the  Throne 
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of  England  ;  as  to  the  reft  of  his  Charadter, 
it  will  be  beft  difcover’d  by  taking  a  fhort 
review  of  his  Life. 

The  ''Spirit  and  Condudt  of  this  Prince  Refle&i- 
when  he  firft  appear’d  upon  the  Stage  is  in-  °ns. on  th^ 
imitable.  He  was  not  twenty  Years  of  Age 
when  he  heard  of  his  Father’s  Death,  and  0[£d.lY. 
the  Defeat  of  his  Army  at  Wakefield,  which 
was  fo  far  from  dilcouraging  his  Attempts 
to  maintain  his  Title  to  the  Crown,  that  in 
lefs  than  two  Months  we  find  he  obtain’d  a 
fignal  Vidtory  over  King  Henry' s  General, 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  at  Mortimer s-Cr of s 
and  notwithftanding  he  afterwards  receiv’d 
Advice  that  his  great  Friend  and  Support, 
the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  was  routed  at  St.  Al¬ 
bans,  he  continu’d  a  refblute  March  to  Lon¬ 
don,  difpcrs’d  the  Enemies  Troops,  and  by 
his  Addrefs,  prevail’d  upon  the  City  to  pro¬ 
claim  him  King,  and  before  he  had  been  a 
Month  in  the  PofTeffion  of  the  Regal  Power, 
we  fee  him  in  Torkjhire,  engaging  an  Army 
of  fixty  thoufand  Men,  where  he  obtain’d  a 
moft  compleat  and  decifive  Vidtory  over  his 
Competitor  King  Henry ,  and  oblig’d  him  to 
retire  into  Scotland. 

And  when  his  General,  the  popular  Earl 
of  Warwick ,  enter’d  into  a  Confpiracy  a- 
gainft  him,  and  his  own  Brother  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  deferted  him,  and  they  had  fo  poy- 
fon’d  the  People,  as  to  occafion  a  general 
Revolt,  we  fee  him  wifely  give  way  to  a  Tor¬ 
rent  which  was  not  then  to  be  refilled,  and 
when  it  had  fpent  itfelf,  and  the  Nation  was 
undeceiv’d,  he  return’d  in  a  few  Months  to 
his  Throne,  with  as  great  Triumph  and  Ap- 
plaufeas  he  firft  mounted  it ;  and  this  not  by 
the  Help  of  Foreign  Troops,  but  by  the  Af- 

fiftance 
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fiftance  of  thofe  very  Subje&s,  who  had  been 
lb  lately  abus’d  into  a  Belief  of  his  Male-Ad- 
miniftration,  and  contributed  fo  much  to  the 
driving  him  out  of  the  Kingdom.  And  to 
demonftrate  how  much  they  had  been  de¬ 
ceiv’d  in  the  Reports  of  his  Mifgovernment, 
he  was  no  fooner  fettled  in  Peace,  than  we 
find  him  enacting  profitable  Laws,  regu¬ 
lating  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  reftraining  the 
Extortions  of  his  Officers,  and  familiarly  en¬ 
tertaining  and  converfing  with  his  Subjects  of 
all  Ranks,  that  he  might  not  be  impos’d  on 
by  his  Minifters,  or  remain  a  Stranger  to  the 
Grievances  of  any  of  his  People. 

As  for  the  frequent  Executions  of  the  No¬ 
bility  in  cold  Blood,  they  are  not  to  be  de¬ 
fended,  tho’  fome  of  them  poffibly  may  be 
extenuated  by  the  Provocations  he  met  with, 
and  the  like  Practices  of  the  other  Party  ;  his 
Father’s  Body,  after  the  Battel  of  Wakefield , 
was  cut  in  Pieces  and  mangled,  and  his  Head, 
after  it  had  been  mock’d  with  a  Paper  Dia¬ 
dem,  fet  upon  one  of  the  Gates  of  York.  His 
Brother  the  Earl  of  Rutland ,  a  Lad  of  twelve 
Years  old,  while  upon  his  Knees  begging  for 
Mercy,  was  ftabb’d  to  the  Heart  by  the 
Lord  Clifford.  The  Earl  of  Rivers ,  Father 
to  his  Queen,  with  one  of  her  Brothers,  were 
murder’d  in  cold  Blood,  without  any  Procefs 
or  Form  of  Law.  It  may  be  confider’d  far¬ 
ther,  that  hardly  any  of  the  Noblemen  that 
were  executed  by  King  Edward ,  but  were 
taken  in  actual  Rebellion  againft  him,  fome 
of  them  a  fecond  time,  and  that  after  they 
had  been  pardon’d  and  reftor’d  to  their  Ho¬ 
nours  and  E  Rates. 

Thefe  Confiderations  will  very  much  mi¬ 
tigate  the  Charge  of  Cruelty  in  fome  Inftan- 
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ces  •,  But  as  to  his  fuffering  young  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward,  the  Son  of  Henry  VI.  and  the  harm- 
lefs  old  King  himfelf,  to  be  murder’d  by  his 
Brother  Gloucefler ,  if  the  Fads  be  true,  I 
have  very  little  to  offer  in  his  Behalf,  for  he 
that  does  not  prevent  an  ill  Aft,  when  it  is 
in  his  Power,  does  in  reality  approve  and 
command  it.  I  do  not  think  even  his  being 
driven  from  his  Throne  fufficient  to  juftify 
fuch  Fafts,  how  neceffary  foever  his  Mini- 
fters  might  reprefent  them,  to  fecure  his  Go¬ 
vernment,  any  more  than  I  can  approve  that 
over  provident  Policy  of  the  Queen’s,  in 
taking  off  his  Brother,  the  Duke  of  Clarence , 
to  fecure  the  SuccefTion  to  her  Children  •,  and 
we  fee,  however  the  King  might  be  furpriz’d 
into  it  by  the  Inftigation  of  his  Queen,  and 
the  Management  of  his  Brother  the  Duke  of 
Gloucejler ,  he  heartily  lamented  it  when  it 
was  too  late,  and  his  Pofterity  felt  the  Effefts 
of  it. 

One  thing  however  is  obferv’d  of  this 
King’s  merciful  Difpofition,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  feveral  Attempts  made  by  King 
Henry' s  Friends,  and  the  many  bloody  Bat^ 
cels  that  had  been  fought  to  reflore  him,  yet 
King  Edward  never  fent  him  to  any  obfcure 
Prifon,  or  fuffer’d  any  Attempts  againft  his 
Life,,  for  near  twelve  Years  together  ;  and 
not  till  he  himfelf  had  been  driven  out  of  the 
Kingdom  by  King  Henry's,  Adherents;  which 
is  more  than  can  be  faid  on  the  depofing  of 
iny  King^  before  or  fince,  tho*  Policy  and 
Reafon  of  State  feem’d  to  require  it  in  this 
Cafe,  as"  much  as  in  any  other.  From  whence 
t  appears,  that  this  Prince  was  not  naturally 
Cruel  ;  and  that  he  had  never  permitted 
Kmg  Henry’s  Life  to  be  taken  away,  but 

upon 
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upon  an  Apprehenfton  of  the  Neceftity  of  it, 
to  preferve  himfelf  and  his  Family. 

He  is  alfo  charg’d  with  Hypocrify  and 
Double-dealing,  when  he  came  over  to  Eng¬ 
land.  to  recover  his  Crown,  becaufe  he  gave 
out,  that  he  only  came  to  recover  his  Father’s 
Inheritance,  But  it  has  been  obferv’d,  this 
might  relate  either  to  his  private  Eftate,  or 
the  Kingdom  in  general,  and  then  there  is 
no  great  matter  in  it.  But  if  he  did  really 
fwear  at  York  to  be  faithful  to  King  Henry , 
as  our  Hiftorians  relate,  no  doubt  he  went  , 
too  far  ;  and  his  executing  the  Lord  TV ills,  j 
and  fome  others,  to  whom  he  had  given  his 
Faith,  deferves  the  fevereft  Animadverfion. 
This  might  be  one  of  thofe  Crimes  which 
brought  down  the  Vengeance  of  Heaven  up¬ 
on  his  Pofterity.  But  it  has  been  obferv’d,  , 
that  Henry  IV.  who  had  a  much  worfe  Title 
to  the  Crown,  took  the  very  fame  Steps, 
and  yet  is  not  fo  ieverely  handled  by  our 
Hiftorians ;  nay,  he  feems  notwithstanding,  t 
to  be  number’d  among  our  belt  Princes ;  and 
this  probably  proceeds  from  that  apparent 
Partiality  in  our  Writers,  towards  thofe  ] 
Princes  who  had  the  lead  Appearance  of 
Right  ;  for  they  frequently  insinuate,  that 
Conqueft,  Ufurpation,  Election,  or  any  other  : 
way  of  attaining  the  Crown,  is  preferable  to  j 
a  Title  by  Defcent  i  they  entertain  a  Fond- 
nefs  for  thofe  Princes  who  have  the  weakeft 
Titles,  and  are  ftrangely  prejudic’d  again  ft 
rightful  and  lawful  Kings,  and  never  fail  j 
to  bear  very  hard  upon  their  Memories. 

There  is  another  heavy  Charge  our  Hifto-  j 
rians  bring  againft  this  Prince,  and  that  is  his 
Incontinence,  which,  they  fay,  was  follow’d 
by  fuch  Judgments,  as  one  would  think  all 

other 
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other  Crimes  were  compriz’d  in  it.  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  me  to  deny  the  Facls,  or  de¬ 
fend  the  Pradice  •,  King  Edward,  no  doubt, 
was  a  Man  addided  to  Vice,  like  other.  Mor¬ 
tals,  and  whether*  upon  taking  a  View  of 
his  whole  Life,-  we  are  to  denominate  him  a 
good  or  ill  Man,  as  a  private  Perfon,  I  fhall 
not  determine.  However,  from  Fads  ad¬ 
mitted  on  all  Hands,  he  feems  tolerably  well 
qualified  for  a  Governor  ”,  for,  *tis  faid,  he 
wanted  neither  Courage,  Senfe,  Temper,  of 
Humanity  •,  that  in  Profperity  he .  was  non 
elated,  ordeieded  in  Adverfity  ;  that  he  was 
liberal,  courteous,  and  affable  ;  that  in  his 
Wars  he  commanded  in  Perfon,  and  in  Peace 
applied  himfelf  with  all  Diligence  to  Affairs 
off  State  ;  that  when  he  .died,  he  left  the  Na¬ 
tion  in  a  fettled  flourifhing  Condition,  and 
without  either  Foreign  or  Domeftick  Ene¬ 
mies.  And  furely  it  requir’d  no  mean  Ad- 
drefs  to  quiet  and  compofe  .Men’s  Minds, 
chat  had  been  fo  thoroughly  irritated  and  in-. 
darn’d  againft  one  another,  by  thofe  cruel 
Confefts  in  the  beginning  of  his  Reign.  And 
aftly,  we  are  affur’d  he  was  extremely  afflid- 
ccl  for  the  Blood  he  had  fpilt  in  fixing  him-. 

•-Iff  on  the.  Throne-,  and  that  he  made  a  moft 
>ious  and  commendable  Exit.  From  the 
vhole  therefore,  we  may  venture  to  place 
Vim  among  the  belt  and  greateft  of  our 
Lings, 

:  The  Title  of  the  Duke  of  York,  Father  to  His  Title. 
■Edward  IV.  has  already  been  enquir’d  into, 

7  Inch  renders  it  the  lefs  neceffary  to  fay  much 
if  this  Prince’s  Title,  who  washis  Eldeft  Son, 

(hall  only  therefore  give  a  fnort  Abffrad  of 
he  feveral  Refolutions  of  Parliament,  in  re- 
itiori  to  the  refpedive  .Titles  of  the  Eloufes 
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Refolutions  of  Lancafler  and  York.  And  firft  it  appears, 
ofParha-  tiiac  ac  a  Parliament  held  in  the  39th  Year 
cerninglt.  °f  Hen.  6.  A .  D.  146a.  it  was  Refolv’d  and 
TheFami-  Enabled,  That  the  Duke  of  Yorki  had  an  in¬ 


ly  of  York  difputable  Title  to  the  Crown,  notwithftand- 
declar  d  to  •  jie  t^en  confented  that  Henry  lhould  en- 
Right  to  joy  ^  for  his  Life,  in  regard  of  his  long  Pof- 
theCrown.  feflion.  But  how  the  Duke  of  York  could 
have  any  Title  to  the  Crown,  when  he  had 
formerly  been  excluded  by  Parliament,  and 
the  Crown  fettled  on  Henry  IV.  and  his  Heirs, 
is  not  eafy  to  imagine  •,  unlefs  it  fhould  be 
admitted  that  an  Aft  of  Parliament  will  not 
exclude  the  next  Heir,  who  claims  by  proxi¬ 
mity  of  Blood. 

The  de-  At  a  Parliament  held  1  Ed.  4.  A.  D.  1461 , 
throning  the  dethroning  of  Richard  II.  was  declar’d 
Richard  II  illegal,  and  the  Afts  concerning  it  void  ;  and 
beTlle^af0  it  was  enafted,  That  Henry  IV.  had  ufurp’d 
and  the  ’  the  Throne,  and  intruded  himfelf  into  the 
t'nreeH^pj  Government,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  God 
K£^Wand  Man*  That  King.  Edward  IV.  was  at 
declar’d  the  time  of  making  the  Aft,  rightful  and 
rightful  lawful  King  *,  and  that  the  three  Henry's  held 
k-ing-  the  Crown  by  Intrufion  and  Ufurpation. 
The  Afls  That  the  Amotion  of  Henry  VI.  therefore 
of  the  three  was'  lawful,  and  the  Grants  and  Afts  made 
Hemjs void  by  the  three  HenrySy  and  their  pretended 
Parliaments,  were  void,  unlefs  confirm’d  by 
this  Parliament.  Whereupon  my  Friend 
Rapin  makes  that  admirable  Remark,  Yhat 
the  Parliament  of  England  are  ever  on  the 
Jlronger  Side. 

^Edward  King  Edward  being  oblig’d  to  quit  the 
declar’d  au  Kingdom,  in  the  tenth  Year  of  his  Reign, 
U harper,  a,  J).  1470,  a  Parliament  was  call’d,  and 
re  eaPd C  *  Henry  VI.  was  again  recogniz’d  their  King. 

Edward  IV.  was  declar’d  a  Ufurper,  attainted  1 
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and  all  his  Grants  and  Afts  repeal’d,  and 
the  Crown  limited  to  King  Henry ,  and  the 
Heirs  Male  of  his  Body,  and  on  default  of 
fuch  Iflue,  to  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  his 
Heirs. 

This  gave  Occafion  to  Rapin  to  make  fome 
further  frnart  Remarks,  not  much  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Englijh  Parliaments.  He  fays, 

“  Their  Declaration  was  a  Formality  to 
“  pleafe  the  People,  but  of  no  greatWeight, 

<c  the  contrary  Refolutions  of  Parliaments, 

“  in  relation  to  the  Succefiion,  being  a  fuf- 

ficient  Evidence,  that  thefe  Aflemblies 
“  afted  not  with  Freedom,  but  were  fway’d 
“  by  Events  which  happen’d  before  they  de- 
“  bated  the  matter.  And  therefore  it  was 
“  to  no  purpofe  to  urge  the  Authority  of 
“  Parliament  in  Defence,  either  of  Edward’s 
“  or  Henry’s  Right.  Their  Refolves  were 
<c  of  no  Force.  They  did  not  aft  according 
“  to  their  Confciences,  unlefs  it  was  faid  that 

their  Confciences  always  direfted  them  to 
“  be  of  the  ftrongeft  fide.  ”  From  which 
Defcription  of  Englijh  Parliaments,  feveral 
notable  Inferences  may  be  drawn.  But  to 
proceed. 

Edward  the  4th  recovering  his  Throne  a- 
gain,  and  making  Henry  VI.  Prifoner,  with- 
jin  feven  Months  after  Henry’s  Readeption 
another  Parliament  was  held,  wherein  all  the  Ed w.  IV. 
Afts  made  by  Henry  VI.  after  his  Readeption,  declar’d 
were  declar’d  void,  and  Henry  himfelf  a  U- 
furper,  the  Succefiion  of  the  Crown  was  con-  /fv'"’ 
"firm’d  to  King  Edward  IV.  and  his  Heirs ;  Ufurper. 
and  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  took 
the  Oaths  to  the  Succefiion  of  $he  King’s  Son, 

’Prince  Edward. 
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Edward  IV.  Son  of  Richard  Duke  of 
York,  and  Cicely  Ne-vil  his  Wife,  Daughter  of 
Ralph  Earl  of  Weft mor eland ,  was  married  to 
the  Lady  Elizabeth  Grey ,  Widow  of  Sir  John 
Grey  of  Groby ,  and  Daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
iRood-vile ,  by  his  Wife  Jacqueline ,  Dutchefs  of 
Bedford ,  by  whom  he  had  Iffue  three  Sons 
and  feven  Daughters,  (viz.)  i.  Edward  of 
York,  his  eldeft  Son,  who  fucceeded  his  Fa¬ 
ther-,  2.  Richard ,  call’d  Shrswjbury ,  from  the 
Place  of  his  Birth,  created  Duke  of  York 
Anno  1474,  he  was  afterwards  made  Earl  of 
Nottingham ,  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  and  Earl  War¬ 
ren,  and  contracted  tp  Anne  Mowbray,  Daugh¬ 
ter  and  Heir  of  Thomas- Duke  of  Norfolk ,  Earl 
Warren ,  LtV.  whofe  Titles  had  been  conferr’d 
on  Richard  ;  he  was  murder -d  while  he  was  a 
Child,  with  his  Brother  Edward  V.  in  the 
Tower,  by  kheir  Uncle  Richard  III.  3.  George  j 
of  York,  King  Edward's  youngeft  Son,  who 
died  in  his  Infancy.  His  Daughters'  were, 
1.  Elizabeth ,  eldeft  Daughter,  and  indeed 
the  eldeft  Child  of  King  Edward  IV.  born  at 
Weftminfter,  Anno  1466,  between  whom  and 
the  Dauphin  of  France ,  there  was  a  Mar¬ 
riage  Contradt  a  long  time  depending  ;  the 
had  alfo  Offers  of  Marriage  made  her  by 
Richard  III.  her  Uncle,  but  was  at  length 
paarried  to  King  Henry  VII.  which  put  an 
end  to  the  Wars  between  the  Houfes  of  York 
and  Lane  after  *,  2  .Cecihe,  the  fecond  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edward  IV.  firft  contracted  to  James 
Prince  of  Scotland,  and  afterwards  married 
to  John  Lprd  N \{cox\ni  Welles ;  3.  Anne,  mar¬ 
ried  to  Thomas  Howard  Duke  of  Norfolk  ; 
4.  Bridget ,  ’  who  became  a  Nun  5.  Mary , 
contrafted  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  but  died 
before  the  Marriage  was  confummated  ;  6. 

-  L  .  '  •  -  *  ■  ■  Margaret^ 
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Margaret ,  who  died  in  her  Infancy,  and  7. 
Katherine,  married  to  William  Courtney  Earl 
of  Devon ,  by  whom  fhe  had  Ilfue,  Henry 
Courtney ,  afterwards  Marquis  of  Exeter. 

In  order  to  Baftardize  the  Ilfue  of  Ed.  IV.  Precon- 
by  the  Lady  Grey ,  his  Brother  Richard  III.  c°,nt,ra,^s. 
in  making  out  his  own  rretenhons  to  the  order  to  > 
Crown,  charg’d  him  with  being  Precontracted  baftardize 
to  Dame  Eleanor  Butler,  Daughter  to  the  Kingih/- 
Earl  of  Shrewjbury.  He  was  alfo  fufpedted  £  s 
to  have  promis’d  Marriage  to  the  Lady  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Lucy,  by  whom  he  had  two  Children  ; 
but  on  her  Examination  before  feveral  Bi- 
ihops,  fhe  could  not  charge  the  King  with 
having  contracted  with  her  in  Words  of  pre- 
fent  time,  and  thereupon  the  King  was  de¬ 
clar’d  at  liberty  to  marry  elfewhere  ;  and 
this  probably  was  the  Re’afon  Richard  did  not 
infill  on  that  Contract.  The  Lady  Lucy  there- 
fore  is  rank’d  in  the  Number  of  Edward’s 
Concubines.  The  IfTue  the  King  had  by  the  The 
Lady  X#ry  were,  Arthur  Plant agenet  and  E*  King’s 
lizabeth  PJantagenet.  From  this  Arthur  de-  ^jnesand 
fcended  George  Monk ,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  fo  their  Iffue. 
Inftrumental  in  the  Reftoration  of  Charles  II. 

And  from  Elizabeth, '  ’tis  Laid,  defcended  the 
family  of  the  Lumbys  in  Surry.'  Hiftorians 
mention  no  other  Ilfue  by  his  Concubines, 
becaufe  feveral  of  them  were  married 


Women,  and  their  Ilfue  carried  their  Mill- 
bands  Names. 

I  don’t  find  King  Edward  was  the  Author  Religious 
of  iny  other  religious  Foundation  than  that  of  Foundati- 
the  New  Chapel  at  Windfor.  His  Queen  E-  ons' 
Uzabeth  finilh’d  that  of  Ely e erf s-C allege  in 
Cambridge,  ("begun  by  Margaret,  Henry  the 
Sixth’s  Queen)  and  endow’d  it.  And  in 'this 
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Reign  Catherine-Iiall  in  Cambridge  was  found¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Woodward ,  Provoft  of  King's. 

What  was  Particular  in  the  Taxes  of  this 
Reign  was,  the  Method  of  railing  Money  by 
Privy  Seals  and  Benevolences,  of  which  fome 
Account  has  been  given  in  the  preceding  Hi- 
ltory.  He  alfo  refum’d  the  Grants  of  former 
Kings,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  Reign 
rais’d  Money  by  profecuting  his  Subjects  upon 
Penal  Statutes,  and  extorting  large  Fines  from 
the  heedlefs  Tranfgreflors. 

The  principal  Statutes  pafs’d  in  this  Reign, 
befides  thofe  already  mention’d  in  relation  to 
the  Succeflion  of  the  Crown  and  Taxes,  were. 

An  ACt  of  i  Ed.  4.  Cap.  1.  declaring 
what  Grants  and  ACts  of  Parliament  pafs’d  in 
the  Reigns  of  the  three  Henrys  immediately 
preceding  fhould  be  in  Force,  and  which 
fhould  not. 

An  ACt  of  3  Ed.  4.  Cap.  3.  prohibiting 
the  importing  of  wrought  Silks. 

An  ACt  of  3  Ed.  4.  Cap.  4.  4  Ed.  4.  Cap.  i„ 
and  22  Ed.  4.  Cap.  3.  prohibiting  the  Im¬ 
portation  of  any  Manufactures  from  beyond 
Sea  which  were  made  in  England. 

An  ACt  of  3  Ed.  4.  Cap.  5.  and  another  of 
22  Ed.  4.  Cap ,  1.  prefcribes  what  kind  of 
Apparel  every  Clafs  of  Men  fhould  wear. 

An  ACt  of  4  Ed.  4.  Cap.  7.  prohibits  the 
wearing  Shoes  with  long  piqued  Toes. 

An  ACt  of  12  Ed.  4.  Cap.  2.  enaCts,  That 
four  Bowltaves  fhould  be  imported  with  every 
Tun  of  Merchandize,  which  jhews  that  Fire- 
Arms  were  not  yet  much  in  Ufs. 

An  ACt  of  34  Ed.  4.  Cap .  2,  for  the 
Protection  and  Encouragement  of  thofe  who 
fhould  ferve  the  King  in  his  Wars  againft 
France.  Befides  which  there  are  feveral  Sta¬ 
tutes 
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tufces  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Woollen  Ma¬ 
ri  ufadtu  re. 

In  this  Reign  fiourifh’d  the  learned  'Thomas  Men  of 
Littleton ,  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  who  m 
compos’d  an  admirable  Summary  of  the  Com-  1  Si 
mon  Laws.  As  alfo  John  Fortefcue ,  Judge  of 
the  Courts  of  Common  Law,  and  afterwards 
Chancellor  of  England ,  who  left  fome  ufeful 
T rafts  alfo  relating  to  his  ProfeiTion.  John 
Harding  and  William  Caxton ,  the  EngUJh  Hi- 
ftorians,  with  the  witty  Scogan ,  a  Student  of 
Oxford ,  alfo  ftourifh’d  in  this  Reign.  And  Printing 
the  Art  of  Printing  was  now  firft  introckic’d 
by  William  Caxton ,  fuppos’d  to  be  the  Hilto-  dLd~ 
rian  already  mention’d,  the  firft  Printing- 
Prefs  being  fet  up  in  Weft  tninfler- Abbey ,  An¬ 
no  1471. 

The  Plague  vifited  England  twice  in  this  Two 
Reign,  viz.  in  the  15th  and  19th  Years  of  Piagnas  m 
this  King,  the  firft  of  which  fwept  away  a  thl'Reigrr"' 
Multitude  of  People  within  the  fpace  of  four 
Months,  and  the  laft  continu’d  above  thirteen 
Months,  but  did  not  prove  fo  mortal  as  the 
former. 
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Contains  the  Reign  of  Edward  V, 


u 


PON  the  Death  of  Edward  IV.  his 
eldeft  Son  was-  proclaim’d  King  by  the 
IN  ame  of  Edward  V.  He  was; .  then  in  the 
thirteenth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  redded  at 
Ludlow  in  Shropfhire ,  whither  the  late  King 
had  fent  him  with  his  Uncle  the  Earl  of  Rivers 
to  keep  the  JVelJh  quiet,  who  began  to  threaten 
an  Inlurredtion. 

There  were  at  this  time  two  Parties  at 
Court, ;  the  one  confiding  of  the  Queen’s  Re¬ 
lations,  and  fuch  as  had  been  preferr’d  in  the 
late  Reign,  and  the  other  of  the  ancient  No- 
bility  who  envied  their  Advancement.  A- 
mong  the  ancient  Nobility,  the  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain  Haftings ,  the  Duke  of  Bucks  Conftable 
of  England ,  and  the  Lord  Stanly ,  were  the 
Chief ;  and  of  the  other,  the  Earl  of  Rivers , 
the  Queen’s  Brother,  Governor  to, ,  Prince 
Edward ,  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet  and  the  Lord 
Grey,  her  Sons,  bore  the  greateft  Sway.  The 
King  had  recommended  Peace  and  Union  to 
them  on  his  Death-Bed,  and  they  had  pro- 
rftis’d  him  to  lay  afide  their  mutual  Animofi^ 
ties,  and  ftudy  the  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  of  the  young  Princes  he  left  behind  him. 
The  Duke  of  York ,  ’tis  faid,  always  carried  it 
fair  to  the  Queen  and  her  Family  while  his' 
Brother  was  alive,  but  courted  the  ancient 
Nobility  underhand,  as  molt  likely  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Defigns  he  had  laid.  He  was  in  the 
North  when  the  late  King  expir’d  ;  where¬ 
upon  his  Friends  the  Lord  Chamberlain  Ha¬ 
ftings  and  the  Duke  of  Bucks  fent  him  an  Ex- 
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prefs  to  haften  to  Court,  that  they  might  get  A.D.i 483 
the.  young  King  and  the  Adminiftration  into  — — 
their  Hands  before,  the  Queen  had  made  her- 
felf  Miftrefs  of  both  ;  for  the  Queen  had  or- 
der’d;  the  Earl  of  Rivers ,  her  Brother,  to  af- 
femble  Forces  on  the  Borders  o {Wales  to  pro- 
led:  the  King  her  Son,  and  convoy  him  lafe 
to  London.  .  ..  , 

The  Duke  of  Gloucejier  therefore,  in  order 
to  get  the  King  and  his  Mother’s  Relations 
into  his  Power,  wrote  to  the  Queen,  expref- 
fing  a  more  thah  ordinary  Affedion  for  the 
King  his  Nephew,  and  promifing  to  aftift  both 
him  and  her  to  the  utrno'ft  of  his  Power  -s 
but  advis’d  her  at  the  fame  time  to  order  the 
Earl  of  River's  to  difmifs  the  Forces  he  had 


affembled  to  cbndud  the, fang  to  LoHdon,  be- 
caufe  this  viould  create  Sufpicions  in  the  an- 
iient  Nobility  who  Were  but  lately  reconcil’d, 
and  perhaps  occafion  hew  Difturhances. 

The  Duke  having  always  expfefs’d  a  great 
Regard  to  the  Queen  and  her  ramify,  fhe 


The  Duke 

_  _  j  _  of  Glou- 

had  no  Sufpicion  of  any  DefTgn  again  ft  her,  ceAer  Prc* 
.  ■  ’  vails  on  the 


but  imagin’d  hi's  Advice  proceeded  from  a  real 
Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  his  Nephew  ;  and 
thereupon  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Rivers  to  dif¬ 
mifs  his  Forces,  and  bring  the  King  to  Lon¬ 
don  with  his  ordinary  Retinue,  which  the  Earl 
Obey’d,  and  came  with  the  King  as  far  as 
Nartkartipton ,  where  the  Dukes  of  Gloucejier 
and  Bucks  met  him  with  near  a  thoufand 
Horfe.  The  Town  being  already  full  of 
Strangers,  and  Provitions  fcarcC,  it  was 
thought  proper  that  the  King  and  his  People 
should  proceed  to  Stony  Stratford,  12  Miles 
farther  on  the  Road  to  London ,  and  that  the 
Dukes  of  Gloucejier  and  Bucks  fhould  remain 
at  Northampton  that  Night.  Whereupon  they 
Vol,  XVIII,  N  n  entreated 
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J.D.  1483  entreated  the  Earl  of  Rivers  to  ftay  with  them 
there,  promifing  to  attend  the  King  with  him 
next  Morning,  and  accompany  his  Highnefs 
to  London  :  To  which  the  Earl  confented,  and 
left  the  King,  under  the  Condud  of  the  Lord 


Grey ,  to  continue  his  Journey  to  Stony  Strat¬ 
ford. 

The  two  Dukes  and  the  Earl  of  Rivers 
fupp’d  together  that  Night,  exprefling  a  more 
than  ordinary  Eriendfhip  and  Refpedt  lor  each 
other.  The  Earl  had  fo  little  Sufpicion  of 
any  Defign  againft  him,  that  he  lodg’d  in  the 
fame  Inn  with  them  ;  but,  to  his  great  Sur¬ 
prize,  it  was  told  him  next  Morning  that  the 
Dukes  had  taken  the  Keys  of  the  Inn  to  Bed 
with  them,  and  would  fuffer  no  Perfon  to  pafs 
in  or  out.  Whereupon  he  went  to  Gloucefter's 
Chamber  to  enquire  the  Reafon  of  this  abun¬ 
dant  Caution  i  but  was  no  fooner  enter’d  the 
Room  than  they  began  to  quarrel  with  the 
Earl,  charging  him  with  a  Defign  of  alien- 
ct^eJou^  at^ng  che  King’s  Affedions  from  them  ;  and 
cefier  im-  rhe  Earl  being  about  to  make  fome  Reply, 
prifons  the  they  order’d  him  to  be  taken  into  Cuftody. 
Earl  of  Ri-  After  which  they  follow’d  the  King  to  Stony 
Stratford ,  and  found  him  juft  fetting  out  for 
London.  Having  paid  their  Compliments  to 
the  King,  they  fell  into  Converfation  with  the 
Lord  Grey ,  and  demanded  what  he  and  the 
Earl  of  Rivers ,  and  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet , 
meant  by  feizing  on  the  King’s  Perfon,  and 
excluding  the  late  King’s  Relations  andFriends 
from  any  Share  in  their  Councils.  To  which, 
’tis  faid,  the  young  King  reply’d,  that  he 
could  anfwer  for  the  Earl  of  Rivers  and  the 
Lord  Grey ,  who  had  all  along  attended  him, 
that  they  had  no  fuch  Defign.  To  which  the 
Duke  of  Bucks  reply’d,  they  had  taken  Care 
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to  conceal  their  Defigns  from  his  Highnefc.  Ad.  1483 

And  thereupon  order’d  the  Lord  Grey,  Sir  - - • 

^hoinas  Vaughan ,  and  Sir  Richard  Hawje ,  part  AlEdrji-S 
of  the  King’s  Retinue,  to  be  taken  into  Cuf- 
tody,  obliging  them,  with  the  King  and  the  hends  the 
reft  of  his  Servants,  to  return  back  to  Nor-  korJ  GrO> 
thampton ;  and  foon  after  fent  the  Earl  of 
Rivers ,  the  Lord  Grey  and  the  two  Knights, 

Prifoners  to  Rontfradl  Cajtle ,  and  plac’d  their 
own  Creatures  about  the  King,  which  drew 
Tears  from  the  young  Monarch’s  Eyes  ;  but 
he  knew  not  how  to  remedy  it,  or  make  his 
Efcape  from  his  treacherous  Keepers. 

The  Queen  receiving  Advice  that  Gloucefier  TheQueen 
had  furprizM  the  young  King,  and  made  the  takes 
Earl  of  Rivers  and  the  Lord  Grey  Prifoners,  Sanauai7- 
immediately  faw  her  Error,  and  made  no 
doubt  of  that  Duke’s  afpiring  to  the  Crown. 

She  took  Santtuary  therefore  in  the  Abbey  of 
Wefiminfier ,  with  her  other  Son  the  Duke  of 
York  and  his  Sifters  at  which  the  Archbifhop 
of  York ,  then  Lord  Chancellor,  was  greatly 
alarm’d,  as  well  as  the  Citizens.  Whereupon 
the  Lord  Hafiings ,  a  popular  Nobleman, 
whom  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier  had  left  at  Lon- 
lon  to  keep  the  People  quiet,  allur’d  the 
Archbifhop  that  there  was  no  manner  of 
Reafon  to  be  concern’d  at  what  had  happen’d 
it  Northampton ,  the  Dukes  of  Gloucefier  and 
Vucks  were  no  lefs  Zealous  for  the  Safety  and 
3rofperity  of  the  King  than  the  Queen’s  Re¬ 
gions,  and  only  defir’d  they  might  be  ad- 
nitted  to  tender  their  Service  to  him :  This 
le  prevail’d  on  that  Prelate  to  reprefent  to  the 
^ueen.  The  Archbifhop  found  the  Queen  in 
he  San&uary,  bewailing  her  own  and  her 
Childrens  Fate  and  lamenting  that  fhe  had 
een  deceiv’d  by  their  Uncle,  who  would  in- 
N  n  %  falliblv 
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J,D.  1483  fallibly  dcftroy  her  and  her  Family.  The 

* - — "  Archbilhop  did  not  fail  to  give  the  diftrefs’d 

Qdeen  the  Satisfaction  he  could,  and  that 
,  jfhe  might  believe  him  fmjcere,  left  the  great 
Seal  in  her  Cuftody,  And  indeed,  neither  the 
Archbilhop  nor  the  'Lord  Raftings  himfelf 
had  yet  the  lead  Sufpicion  of  the  Duke  of 
GloucefteR s  aiming  at  the  Crown.  They  were 
both  fall  Friends  to  the  late  King’s  Children, 
and  would  never  have  conciirr’d  in  any  Mea- 
fures  they  apprehended  to  their  Difadyantage ; 
tho’  the  Lord  Raftings,  y/ith  the  reft  of  the 
ancient  Nobility,  had  entertain’d  fuch  a  Pre¬ 
judice  againft  the  Earl  of  Rivers  and  the  reft 
of  the  Queen’s  Relations,  that  they  were  ready 
to  go  any  Lengths  to  get  them  excluded  from 
the  Adminiftration. 

The  City  The  Citizens  of  London  were  qf-  the  fame 
alarm? d  on  Sentiments  with  the  Queen.  They  could  not 
the  feizing  gut  fee  the  King’s  Danger,  and  were  gathered 
thskmg.  tQget:}ler  in  Crowds  in  order  to  attempt  his 
Refcue,  when'  the  Lord  Raftings ,  in  whom 
they  plac’d  the  greateft  Confidence  of  any 
Nobleman  in  England ,  came  amongft  them, 
and  affur’d  them  the'  King’s  Perfon  was  very 
fafe  in  his  Uncle’s,'  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter% 
Hands.  Nor  would  the  Earl  of  Rivers  or  the 
Lord  Grey  he  confin’d  any  longer  than  they 
could  be  brought  to  their  Trials,  for  a  Con- 
fpiracy  they  had  form’d  againft  the  Dukes  o 
Gloucefier  and  Bucks,  And  upon  thefe,  or  th< 
like  Reprefentations,  the  Citizens  difpers’c 
and  retir?d  tp  their  Houfes. 

The  King  jn  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Gloucejier  at 
brought  10  tended  che  King  to  London,  all  along  givinj 

him  the  Refpedt  due  to  his  Sovereign,  and  af 
terwards  lodg’d  him  in  the  Bifhop’s  Palace 
which  entirely  fatisfied  the  People,  who  cpuli 

•*  ■■■■■•■  ■'  t*  no 
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pot  believe  he  had  any  Defigns  againfl:  the 
young  Monarch  while  he  trufted  him  amongft  ^  }  ^ 

them.  _  V-v*n^» 

Soon  after  the  King  arriv’d  at  London,  the  The  Duke 
Duke  of  Gloiicefier  fummon’d  a  Council,  con-  °f 
lifting  chiefly  of  the  ancient  Nobility  and  his 
particular  Friends,  thofe  in  the  Queen’s  In- 
tereft  being  fufficiently  deterr’d  from  appear¬ 
ing  there  by  the  Imprifonment  of  the  Earl  of 
Rivers  and'  the  Lord  Grey,  The  firft  thing 
propos’d  was,  tflie  conftituting  a  Protector, 
who  fhould  have  the  Adminifhation  of  the 
Government  during  the  Minority  of  the  King, 
and  this,  as  the  Council  was  compos’d,  was 
readily  adjudg’d  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucefier . 
Whereupon  he  took  the  Seals  from  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  who  had  fhewn  fiimfejf  too  - 
zealoufly  affedted  to  the  Queen  and  the  young 
Princes,  and  made  the  Bifhqp  of  Lincoln  Lord 
Chancellor.  He  difmifs’d  alfo  feveral  other  Altm- 
Minifters  of  State  from  their  Polls,  and  fill’d  Q°"srt>at 
them  up  wifh  his  own  Creatures.  The  Lord 
Hafiings  however  was  continu’d  High  Cham¬ 
berlain,  tho?  he  knew  him  a  faff  Friend  to 
the  late  King’s  Children,  becaufe  he  imagin’d 
that  Lord’s  Intereft  in  the  City  would  be  of 
great  Service  to  him,  determining,  that  if 
Haftings  would  not  "come  into  his  Meafures, 
to  find  fome  Pretence  to  difpatch  him  at  lair. 

The  next  Step  the  Protedtor  found  nefceflary  .;  <i|eProo 
to  be  taken, in  order  toaccomplifh  hisEods,  was,  jJLTthlT 
to  get  the  Duke  of  York ,  the  King’s  Brother,  caking  the 
into  his  Power,  He  made  a  Speech  therefore  puke  of 
in  Council,  wherein  he  obferv’d  that  the 
Queen’s  flying  to  Sandtuary  was  a  very  great  ^by  a' 
Reflection  on  the  Government.  Thvt  fhe  Force, 
could  have  no  other  Defign  ip  it  than  to  fo¬ 
ment  the  Difcontents  of  the  People,  and  con- 
T  •  1  firm 
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AD.  1483  firm  them  in  the  Opinion  of  the  King’s  Dun- 

7  ger,  in  order  to  get  the  Adminiftration  of 

Affairs  into  her  own  Hands.  That  the  Duke 
of  York ,  the  King’s  Brother,  would  be  a  very 
proper  Companion  for  him,  and  they  ought 
by  no  means  to  be  feparated  ;  nor  could  they, 
with  any  Decency,  proceed  to  the  Coronation 
without  him.  He  thought  it  proper  therefore 
that  a  Deputation  fhould  be  fent  to  the  Queen, 
to  perfuade  her  to  let  the  Duke  of  York  attend 
the  King,  and  propos’d  the  Cardinal  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury ,  among  others,  to  go  to 
the  Queen  with  this  Mefiage :  And  if  the 
Archbifhop  fhould  not  be  able  to  prevail  with 
her  to  part  with  the  Duke,  he  faw  no  Reafon, 
he  faid,  why  the  Council  fhould  not  take  him 
out  of  Sanduary  by  Force.  The  Archbifhop 
readily  undertook  to  deliver  the  Meffage  to 
the  Queen,  but  was  entirely  againft  violating 
the  Sanduary  if  he  did  not  meet  with  Succefs, 
obferving,  that  no  King  of  England  had  hither¬ 
to  dar’d  to  prophane  that  Holy  Place.  To 
which  the  Duke  of  Bucks  reply ’d,  that  Sandu- 
aries  were  intended  to  proted  Men  from  Op- 
prefilon,  but  were  never  defign’d  to  coun¬ 
tenance  malicious  Infinuations.  That  there 
was  Reafon  to  fear  the  Queen  might  carry 
the  Duke  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  invite  over 
fome  Foreign  Power  to  diftrefs  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  if  he  fhould  be  left  in  her  Hands ;  and 
concluded,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necefi^ry  to 
take  the  Duke  away  by  Force,  if  he  was  not 
to  be  recover’d  by  any  other  Means.  In  which 
Opinion  a  majority  of  the  Council  concurr’d ; 
rho’  the  Bifhops  could  never  be  brought  to 
eOnfent  to  the  Violation  of  the  Sanduary. 

The  Archbifhop,  and  the  reft  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Council  appointed  for  this  Purpofe, 

at= 
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attending  the  Queen,  made  ufe  of  all  their  A.D.y 4S3 

Rhetorick  to  prevail  on  her  to  deliver  the  - TT~ 

Duke  of  York  to  them  ;  but  fhe  fteadily  per- 
fifted  in  her  Refolution  not  to  part  with  him. 

Many  moving  Speeches  on  both  fides  our  Hi- 
ftorians  furnifh  us  with  on  this  Occafion,  very 
probably  the  Fruits  of  their  own  Invention  j 
but  in  fhort,  the  Queen  too  well  underftood 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter’s  Views  at  this  time  to 
be  wheadled  out  of  her  Security,  and  therefore 
abfolutely  refus’d  to  refign  up  her  Son  till  the 
Committee  inform’d  her  the  Council  had  de¬ 
termin’d  to  take  him  from  her  by  Force  if  fhe 
perfifted  in  her  Refulal,  which  had  more 
Weight  than  a  thoufand  other  Arguments. 

She  confented  the  Duke  of  York  fhould  go  a-  The  Pro¬ 
long  with  them  therefore,  only  becaufe  (he  teGcr  Sets 
found  it  was  not  in  her  Power  to  keep  him. 

Having  feiz’d  their  Prey,  they  carried  him  Lo  his 
with  abundance  of  Joy  to  the  Protestor,  who  Power, 
met  him  with  open  Arms,  expreffing  the  ut- 
moft  Kindnefs  and  Refpedt  (or  his  Perfon 
but  in  a  Day  or  two  fent  both  the  King  and 
the  Duke  to  the  Tower,  from  whence  neither 
of  them  ever  return’d  alive. 

Till  now  ’tis  generally  fuppos’d  the  Pro-  Acquaints 
te&or  had  never  acquainted  any  Man  with  the  the  Duke 
bottom  of  his  Defign  *,  but  knowing  the  Duke  of. 
of  Buckingham ’s  Hatred  to  the  Queen  and  orfaTof 
her  Family,  and  that  he  was  a  Man  of  no  excluding 
Morals,  he  ventur’d,  after  the  two  Princes  the  late5' 
were  in  the  Tower,  to  communicate  the  Mat-  plnf,'s 
ter  to  him,  making  the  Duke  fuch  advan-  1  ier" 
tageous  Propofals  at  the  fame  time  as  he  knew 
his  ambitious  Soul  would  readily  clofe  with  : 
Infomuch  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  as  zealous  in  promoting 
the  detefted  Project  of  excluding  the  late 
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King’s,  Children,  as  if  he  himfelf  had  expected 
a  Throne  by  accomplifhing  it. 

The  firft  thing  thefe  two  great  wicked  Men 
refolv’d  on  after  they  perfectly  urider- 
ftood  each  other,  was,  to  behead  the  Earl  of 
Rivers  aftd  the  reft  of  the  Prifoners  at  Pont- 
frabt ,  from  whom  they  expe&ed  the  greateft 
Opposition  if  they  efcap’d,  And  jfi  this  Re-, 
folution  the  Lord  Ho  flings  and  the  Council 
concurr’d  out  of  Hatred  to  the  Queen’s  Re¬ 
lations,  tho’  they  underflood  nothing  of  the 
Ptotedfor’s  ambitious  Views ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  an  Order  was  lent  down  to  Sir  Richard 
Ratcliff-,  Governor  of  Pontfraft  Cdfille ,  to  be¬ 
head  his  Prifoners. 


The  Lord  Then  the  Protestor  proceeded  to  engage 
Mayor  other  Perfons  in  the  Plot,  whofe  Affiftance  he 
^ndKtlpirS  mo^  wanted,  particularly  Sir  Edmund  Shaw 
againft  the  ^ie  Lord  Mayor  of  London ,  with  his  Brother 
Ridj.  John  Shaw  an  Eccleftaftick,  and  fome  other 
celebrated  Preachers,  who  made  it  their  Bufi- 
nefs  to  fet  forth  the  Illegitimacy  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward's  Children,  and  the  Incapacity  of  thole 
of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  to  inherit  the  Crown, 
and  to  Ihew  that  the  Protector  was  the  un¬ 
doubted  Heir  of  the  late  Duke  of  York ,  who 
was  kill’d  at  the  Battel  of  Wakefield, 

Rafm  rriif-  Here  Rapin  feems  to  be  furpriz’d  that  Philip 
*iv  Comnesfh  ould  affirm,  That  Edward  IV.  was 

marrying  married  to  the  Lady  Eleanor  Lalbot  before  he 
the  Lady  efipous'd  the  Ifiueen,  when,  our  Englifih  Hiftorians 
Butler.  mention  no  fuch  Precontract :  From  whence  it 
is  evident,  that  Rapin  was  never  acquainted  ; 
with  fome  of  the  beft  'Englifih  Hiftorians,  or  ! 
with  the  Records  of  Parliament  of  this  time  4  j 
for  in  the  Parliament  Roil  of  1  Rich.  III.  we 
find  that  King  Richard  exprefly  charges,  that  ) 
his  Brother  King  Edward  was  married  to 

Dame 
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Dame  EleanorButler ,  Widow  of  Thomas  Lord  A.D.  1485 
Butler ,  and  Daughter  of  John  Talbot  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  with  whom  he  had  made  a  Pre- 
contract  of  Matrimony  long  time  before  the 
pretended  Marriage  with  Elizabeth  Grey.  Nor 
does  he  mention  the  Name  of  the  Lady  Lucy 
in  that  Record  as  the  Foundation  of  the  Act 
for  baftardizing  his  Brother’s  Iffue  ;  the  Pre* 
contract  with  the  Lady  Butler  was  the  Found¬ 
ation  of  that  Act. 

Thus  Mr.  Rapin  lays  down  a  Fact  that  was 
abfolutely  falle,  and  then,  after  his  ufual 
manner,  lpends  a  Page  or  two  in  making 
quaint  Reflections  upon  it,  with  which  his 
Readers  are  amus’d,  but  very  little  inftructed. 

It  is  obfervable  alfo  in  that  Record,  that  there 
is  no  Suggeftion  that  affects  the  Virtue  of  the 
Dutchefs  of  York,  the  common  Mother  of 
Edward  IV.  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejler  ■,  but  the  Children  of  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  are  there  faid  to  be  difabled 
to  inherit,  on  Account  of  their  Father’s  At¬ 
tainder  :  And  when  both  the  Iffue  of  Ed.  IV. 
and  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  were  thus  fet  a- 
fide,  I  can’t  fee  what  Occafion  there  was  to 
enter  into  the  Dutchefs  of  York's  Character, 
if  it  had  been  fufpicious.  This  muff  have 
been  extremely  impoliticly,  as  fhe  was  the 
Mother  of  King  Richard,  whofe  Legitimacy 
alfo  would  have  been  affected  by  this  Affer- 
tion  (admitting  he  had  no  regard  to  his  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Honour.)  I’m  apt  to  believe  therefore  Miftake of 
our  Engli[h  Hiflorians,  as  well  as  Rapin,  have  other 
been  led  into  an  Error  in  this  Particular.^ 

But  to  proceed.  Ilans* 

While  the  Protestor  gave  Direiflions  to  the 
Council  to  make  Preparations  for  the  Coro¬ 
nation,  which  was  appointed  to  be  perform’d 
Vo  l.  XVIII.  Oo  within 
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within  a  few  Days,  he  held  a  Secret  or  Ca¬ 
binet  Council  of  his  Creatures,  whom  he  had 
let  into  the  Plot,  among  whom,  befides  the 
Duke  of  Bucks ,  was  one  Catejby  a  Lawyer, 
a  Perfon  who  had  been  employ’d  and  advanc’d 
by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  Haftings  ;  this  Man 
the  Protestor  corrupted,  and  by  his  means, 
difcover’d  all  the  Lord  Haftings' s  Secrets  ; 
and  when  the  Lord  Stanley  exprefs’d  his  Fears 
of  what  was  tranfadting  in  the  Secret  Council, 
Haftings  anfwer’d,  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  thence,  for  if  any  thing  was  mov’d  there 
to  the  Prejudice  of  the  King,  he  fhould  not 
fail  to  be  imform’d  of  it,  by  one  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  (meaning  Catejby )  who  betray’d  him; 
but  the  firft  Ufe  the  Protedtor  made  of  CateJ- 
ly>  was  to  found  the  Lord  Haftings ,  whether 
he  could  not  be  drawn  off  from  the  King’s 
Interefts,  for  he  knew  him  to  be  a  very  po¬ 
pular  Man,  and  one  who  might  be  very  fer- 
viceable  to  him  in  his  future  Projedts,  if  there 
was  any  pofiibility  of  gaining  him  ;  but 
Catejby  finding  the  Chamberlain  immoveable, 
or  at  leaft  reprefcnting  him  as  fuch  to  the 
Protedtor,  on  lome  fmilter  Views,  his  Ruin 
was  refolv’d  on,  and  effedted  in  the  following 
manner.  The  Lord  Haftings ,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Council,  being  affembled  in 
the  Tower  on  the  13th  of  June ,  the  Pro¬ 
tedtor  came  to  them,  about  nine  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  and  having  laluted  the  Members,  and 
talk’d  with  them  familiarly  upon  indifferent 
things,  he  left  the  Room,  and  defir’d  they 
would  proceed  in  their  Confultations  without 
him.  About  an  Hour  after  he  return’d, 
frowning  and  biting  his  Lips,  and  having 
remain’d  Silent  lor  fome  time,  he  demanded  in 
an  angry  Tone,  fVhat  Punijhment  theydefterv'u 
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who  had  confpir'd  againft  his  Life,  while  he  was  ^.£>.1483 
Protelior  of  the  Realm  ?  To  which  the  Lord  "  ■ 

Hajhngs  anfwer’d,  They  ought  to  be  punijh'd 
Lraytors.  And  the  reft  of  the  Lords  concurr’d 
with  him  in  that  Opinion.  Whereupon  the 
Prote&or  ftripping  his  Left  Arm  bare,  which 
appear’d  much  lcfs  than  the  other,  he  declar’d, 
that  It  was  the  Queen  and  her  Confederate , 

Shore’*  Wife ,  that  had  thus  wafted  his  Flefh  by 
their  Sorceries.  At  which  the  Council  were 
aftonifh’d,  knowing  very  well  that  his  Arm 
had  long  been  in  this  Condition  •,  but  none 
had  more  Reafon  to  be  concern’d  at  this  De¬ 
claration  than  the  Lord  Chamberlain  Haftings , 
who  ft  nee  King  Edward's  Death,  had  taken 
Jane  Shore  to  his  Bed.  To  which  the  Cham¬ 
berlain  anfwer’d.  If  they  had  been  guilty  of  fuch 
Practices,  they  deferv'd  to  be  feverely  punifh'd. 

Doft  thou  anfwer  me  with  Ifs  and  Ands  ?  fays  Hajhngs 
the  Protedlor,  I  tell  tbee  they  are  guilty ,  and  charg’d 
that  I  will  make  good  upon  thy  Body ,  L raytor.  l 

Infinuating,  that  Haftings  was  a  Confederate  °  ’ 
with  them.  Then  the  Protedlor  ftriking  on 
the  Table,  a  Cry  of  Treafon  was  heard  with¬ 
out,  and  a  Company  of  arm’d  Men  rulh’d  in¬ 
to  the  Council  Chamber,  one  of  whom  ftruck 
the  Lord  Stanley ,  and  wounded  him  with  a 
Battel- Ax,  and  had  certainly  cleft  his  Skull 
if  he  had  not  fhrunk  under  the  Table.  Then 
the  Protedlor  order’d  the  Lords  Haftings  and  Several 
Stanley ,  with  the  Archbilhop  of  York,  and  otherLords, 
Bifhop  of  Ely ,  to  be  taken  into  Cuftody,  andtaken  into 
leaving  the  Council  Chamber  abruptly,  de-Cuftody’ 
clar’d,  He  would  not  dine  till  the  Lord  Ha¬ 
ftings’*  Head  was  ftruck  off.  Accordingly, 
that  Lord  was  hurried  to  the  Lower-Green , 
before  the. Chapel,  and  being  allow’d  time 
only  to  make  a  fhort  Confeftion  to  a  Prieft, 

O  o  2  who 


2,$4  fhe  History  of  England. 

/.£>•  1483  who  accidently  pafs’d  by,  was  beheaded  on  a 
c  _  Piece  of  Timber  that  lay  upon  the  Green,  at 
the  very  Inftant  the  Earl  of  Rivers,  the  Lord 
JiaJUngs  Grey,  and  the  other  Prifoners  at  Pontfracl, 
beh  aded  were  executed  in  the  fame  illegal  manner, 
on  the  'p  o  whole  Deaths  the  Lord  Haftings  had  con- 
with  the^  fenced  ;  which  occafion’d  Sir  V/edter  Raleigh 
Earl  of  to  fay,  That  a  greater  Judgment  than  this  uyou 
Riven, &£  I  Liftings,  he  had  never  obferv'd  in  Story. 

That  the  People  might  really  bedieve  there 
was  a  Necelnty  for  this  fummary  and  illegal 
Execution,  the  Protestor  immediately  lent 
for  fome  of  the  principal  Citizens,  who  found 
him  and  Buckingham  in  two  Suits  of  rufty  Ar¬ 
mour,  furrounded  by  their  Servants,  and  in 
great  Confternation,  in  Appearance.  The 
The  Citi-  Reafon  of  which  the  Protestor  declar’d,  was 
ze ns  ac-  a  Confpiracy  ol  the  Lord  Haftings ,  to  murder 

^•h  the  an<^  C^e  ^uc^s->  as  they  fit  in 

fham  Plot.  Council,  and  to  fubvert  the  Government, 
which  he  had  but  juft  time  to  prevent,  by 
taking  off  the  Lord  Haftings  in  the  manner 
above  related-,  and  having  given  God  Thanks 
for  this  happy  Efcape,  a  Proclamation  of  the 
like  Import  was  immediately  publilh’d  in  the 
City,  that  they  might  be  made  fenftble  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  Deliverance. 
jane  Shore  Jane  Shore  having  been  charg’d  as  an  Ac- 
punilh’d.  complice  in  the  Confpiracy,  was  apprehended 
alfo,  and  brought  before  the  Council,  but 
flie  made  fo  handfome  a  Defence,  that  neither 
Trealon  or  Witchcraft  could  be  fix’d  upon 
her.  Whereupon  fhe  was  deliver’d  to  the 
Bifhop  of  London,  to  be  profecuted  for  In- 
continency,  in  abufing  her  LIulband’s  Bed, 
and  being  conviefted,  was  oblig’d  to  do  pub- 
lick  Penance  in  St,  Paul's,  where  without  any 
Ornaments  fhe  appear’d  fo  exceeding  beauti- 
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ful,  that  flie  was  univerfally  pitied,  and  the  d.D.  14S3 
more  fo,  inafmuch  as  when  Ihe  had  the  late  A 
King’s  Ear,  fhe  made  it  her  Bufinefs  to  pro-  Jrv'NJ 
tedt  the  Diftrefs’d,  and  do  good  Offices  with¬ 
out  demanding  or  accepting  any  Gratuity  or 
Reward.  She  liv’d  to  be  very  old,  and  not- 
withftanding  all  the  good  Turns  fne  had  done 
her  numerous  Clients,  was  at  laft  reduc’d  to 
the  Neceffity  of  begging  her  Bread,  as  ’tis 
faid. 

And  now  when  the  Nobility  and  People  Richard' s 
were  fufficiently  terrified  at  thefe  violent  Pro-  Title  to 
ceedings,  and  none  durft  move  his  Hand  or  ^ 
Tongue  again!!  the  Adminiftration,  it  was  ^ac 
thought  a  proper  time  to  declare  Richard’ s 
Title  to  the  Crown,  and  to  fix  him  on  the 
Throne,  before  they  were  recover’d  from 
their  Confternation.  Whereupon  Dodlor 
Shave  was  fet  up  to  preach  at  St.  Paul’s,,  and 
other  eminent  Dodlors  in  other  Parts  of  the 
Town,  who  infilled  on  the  illegitimacy  of 
King  Edward’s,  Children,  and  the  Incapacity 
of  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  to  inherit 
the  Crown,  declaring,  that  ’The  Protestor  was 
the  only  indubitable  Heir  of  the  Houfe  of  York, 
the  'perfedt  Image  of  his  Father ,  and  the  Inheri¬ 
tor  of  all  his  Virtues.  It  was  contriv’d  alfo, 
that  while  Shaw  was  upon  this  Topick,  the 
Protestor  fhould  enter  the  Cathedral  of  St. 

Paul's.  But  the  Preacher  was  unluckily  got 
over  it  before  the  Protestor  appear’d.  How¬ 
ever  corning  in  loon  alter,  Shaw  refum’d  his 
Pefcription  of  the  Protestor,  and  it  was  ex¬ 
pended  the  People  fhould  have  cried  out. 

Long  live  King  Richard.  But  inftead  of  this, 
they  rather  fhew’d  their  Contempt  and  De- 
teftation  of  the  vile  mercenary  Preacher  •,  and 
the  Doftor  himfelf,  ’tis  faid,  was  fo  alham’d 
4  of 
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of  the  odious  Flattery,  that  he  never  appeared 
in  Publick  afterwards,  nor  did  he  long  fur- 
vive  it.  Another  Preacher,  one  Pinkery 
Provincial  of  the  Auftin  Friars ,  ’tis  faid,  rent 
his  Throat  to  that  degree,  in  making  out 
King  Richard ’s  Title,  that  he  quite  loft  his 
Voice,  and  was  forced  to  come  down  in  the 
middle  of  his  Sermon, 

But  thefe  little  Mortificiations  did  not  hin¬ 
der  the  Protedlor’s  proceeding  in  his  Defign 
upon  the  Throne,  for  two  Days  after  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  being 
affembled  in  Guildhall ,  the  Duke  of  Bucks 
came  to  them,  telling  them  he  had  Matters 
of  great  Importance  to  communicate  to  the 
City  from  the  Council  ;  after  which  in  a  fet 
Speech,  he  refledted  on  the  Mifcarriages  and 
OpprefTions  of  the  late  Reign,  and  repeated 
the  Subftance  of  Shaw’s  Sermon,  as  to  the 
Illegitimacy  of  Edward’s  Children,  and  the 
Incapacity  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence’s  to  in¬ 
herit  ;  and  faid,  he  hop’d  they  would  con¬ 
cur  therefore  with  the  Council,  and  the  reft 
of  the  People  of  England ,  in  petitioning  the 
Protector,  the  undoubted  Heir  to  the  Crown 
to  take  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom  up¬ 
on  him,  and  declare  him  their  Sovereign. 
Here  the  Duke  made  a  Paufe,  expecting  the 
Citizens  would  have  cry’d  out  Long  live  King 
Richard.  But  there  was  a  profound  Silence. 
Whereupon  the  Duke  demanded  of  the  May¬ 
or,  what  could  be  the  Reafon  of  it.  The 
Mayor  faid,  he  believ’d  the  People  did  not 
apprehend  his  Meaning.  Then  the  Duke 
raifmg  his  Voice,  repeated  in  few  Words,  the 
Subftance  of  his  long  Harangue,  which  ferv’d 
only  to  aftonifh  his  Audience  the  more. 
Whereupon  the  Recorder  was  order’d  to  re- 

prefent 


EDWARD  V.  sS  J 

prefent  the  matter  to  them  •,  but  neither  had^-H8? 
this  any  better  Effect,  till  fome  of  the  Duke’s 
own  Servants,  and  fome  of  the  Mob,  having 
croudcd  into  the  Hall,  flung  up  their  Caps, 
and  cry’d,  King  Richard ,  which  gave  the 
Duke  Occafion  to  fay,  that  he  was  overjoy’d 
to  find  them  fo  unanimous  in  acknowledging 
King  Richard  for  their  Sovereign,  defiring 
they  would  aflemble  again  the  next  Morning, 
that  they  might  attend  his  Highnefs  together, 
and  prevail  on  him,  if  polfible,  to  take  the 
Burthen  of  the  Government  upon  him. 

The  next  Day  accordingly,  the  Duke  of  The  Duke 
Bucks,  and  feveral  other  Noblemen,  the  Lord  of  Bucks, 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  great  Numbers 
of  the  Citizens,  attended  Richard  at  Bay-  Nobility 
nard's-Cafile  in  Thames- Strict,  his  ufual  Refi-  and  Citi- 
dence.  Here  the  Duke  of  Bucks  acquainted  zens  offer 
him,  Chat  the  Lords  and  Citizens  that  were  [othep^! 
prefent,  refletfling  on  their  Oppreffions  and  teflor. 
Sufferings  in  the  late  Reign,  and  the  unfet¬ 
tled  Condition  of  the  Nation  at  prefent,  while 
King  Edward' s  fpurious  Iflue  fat  upon  the 
Throne,  they  came  to  petition  him  as  he  was 
the  only  furviving  Son  of  the  late  Duke  of 
2ork ,  and  alone  able  to  prote<A  them  from  the 
Miferies  they  fear’d,  that  he  would  accept  the 
Crown,  and  take  the  Government  of  the 
Kingdom  upon  him,  which  was  his  undoubt¬ 
ed  Inheritance.  To  which  the  Protedfor  an- 
fwer’d,  That  tho’  there  might  be  a  great 
deal  of  Truth  in  this  Addrels,  yet  fuch  was 
his  Affedtion  to  his  Brother’s  Children,  that 
he  could  never  confent  to  accept  their  Offer. 

The  Duke  of  Bucks  replied.  That  the  Peo¬ 
ple  were  determin’d  never  to  obey  King  Ed¬ 
ward's  Children,  and  that  if  the  Protedfor 
refus’d  to  be  their  King,  they  fhould  foon 

find 
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J.D.  1483  find  a  Prince  that  would  not  flight  their  Pro* 
“77-  pofal. 

This  Refolution  Teem’d  to  alarm  the  Pro* 
He  accepts  tedtor,  he  told  the  People,  He  was  extreme- 
it  with  ly  concern’d  that  the  Kingdom  was  To  averfe 
ftemmg  t0  tjie  Dominion  of  his  Brother’s  IfTue  ;  He 

It  pliirt^nrC 

was  not  ignorant  indeed,  that  the  Crown  be¬ 
long’d  to  him  as  Heir  of  the  Houfe  of  York , 
and  that  the  Election  of  the  People  was  ftill 
a  more  defirable  Title  than  that  of  Defcent. 
Therefore  fince  they  were  refolv’d  to  exclude 
the  young  Princes,  he  gratefully  accepted  the 
Offer  they  made  him  of  the  Crown,  and  from 
this  Inftant,  fhould  take  the  Government  of 
the  Kingdom  upon  him.  Whereupon  the 
inferior  People  joining  with  the  Court,  cried 
out.  Long  live  King  Richard.  But  molt  of 
the  Citizens  return’d  to  their  Dwellings,  a- 
The  end  maz’d  at  the  theatrical  Proceeding.  However 
of  the  this  is  look’d  upon  as  the  Conclufion  of  the 

Reign  ot  Reign  of  Edward  V. 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  Richard  III. 

TH  E  Protedtor,  R  i  chard  Duke  of  Glou-  A  D 

cefer,  the  eighth  and  youngeft  Son  of  A.\Rkh.-$ 
Richard  Duke  of  York,  pretending  a  Rightto 
the  Crown  both  by  Defcen:  and  the  Election  ^tebard 
of  the  People,  was  proclaim’d  King  on  the 
2  2d  of  June,  1483.  He  began  his  Reign  with  He  endea- 
a  general  Pardon  to  his  Subjects,  very  few  ex-  vours  to 
Cepted.  He  let  at  liberty  thofe  who  had  ap- rend~r  Wm* 
pear’d  in  a  different  Intereff,  and  attempted  ^ popular 
a  Reconciliation  with  his  greateft  Enemies. 

'The  Archbifhop  of  York  and  Thomas  Lord 
'Stanley.,  who  had  been  imprifon’d  when  the 
Lord  Hajlings  Was  executed  in  the  Tower, 
were  difeharg’d  •,  and  Dr.  Morelon ,  Bifhop  of 
'fly,  at  the  Interceffion  of  the  Univerffty  of 
Oxford ,  was  releas’d  out  of  Prifon,  but  corn- 
pitted  however  to  the  Care  of  the  Duke  of 
'Bucks  for  Richard  knew  him  to  be  a  Prelate 
pf  greatAbilities,  and  fo  firmly  attach’d  to  the 
Intereff  of  his  Nephews,  that  he  feems  to  have 
dreaded  him  more  than  any  other  Subjecff.  It 
was  evidently  againff  his  Judgment  therefore 
fo  indulge  him  the  leaft  Enlargement  ;  nor 
nad  he  ever  done  it  but  to  gain  the  Opinion  of 
the  Univerffty  of  Oxford  in  the  Beginning  of 
his  Reign. 

;  Some  Honours  he  conferr’d  on  his  Friends  Creations 
foon  after  his  Acceffion.  John  Lord  Howard  ofNobilh- 
was  made  Earl  Marfhal,  and  created  Duke  of  tT 
Norfolk:  He  was  alfo  conftituted  High 
Steward  againff  the  Coronation.  His  Son 
Thomas  Howard  was  created  Earl  of  Surrey  \ 

Sir  William  Berkley  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  and 
Vo  l.  XVIII.  P  p  the 
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A.D.  1483  the  Lord  Lovel ,  Vifcount  Level  and  Lord 
Chamberlain. 

The  Coronation  of  the  King  and  Queen  be¬ 
ing  fix’d,  a  Body  of  five  thoufand  Men 
were  order’d  out  of  the  North  to  attend  the 
Solemnity,  left  there  fhould  be  any  Diftur- 
bance,  for  ail  the  Nobility  of  England  were 
affembled  on  this  Occafton  ;  and  as  many  of 
them  were  not  well  affected  to  the  prefent 
Government,  the  King  feem’d  apprehenfive 
that  they  might  take  this  Opportunity  of  ca¬ 
balling  againft  him  before  he  was  well  eftab- 
lifti’d  on  his  Throne.  But  nothing  of  this  Na¬ 
ture  happen’d  •,  the  Ceremony  was  perform’d 
on  the  ftxth  of  July ,  with  the  ufual  Splendour 
and  the  Acclamations  of  the  People  :  Not  a 
Murmur  nor  a  melancholy  Look  appear’c 
to  interrupt  the  Solemitv.  After  which  Ain- 
bafiadors  were  lent  to  the  Courts  of  France. 
Spain  and  Bretagne ,  to  renew  the  ancient  Al¬ 
liances  between  England  and  thofe  Powers 
In  the  mean  time  the  Kino-  vifited  feveral  Part 

O 

of  England ,  taking  the  Duke  of  Bucks  witl 
him  as  far  as  Glouccjler ,  on  whom  he  had  con 
ferr’d  innumerable  Favours  particularly  b 
gave  him  the  Poll:  of  High  Conftable  of  Eng 
land ,  and  made  him  in  a  Manner  Viceroy  o 
Wales  and  the  adjacent  Counties.  But  ftil 
the  Duke  was  not  latisfied  ;  he  demande< 
of  the  King  as  a  Right  a  Moiety  of  the  Land 
belonging  to  the  Dutchy  of  Hereford ,  as  h 
was  defeended  from  one  of  the  Coheireffe 
of  that  Family.  But  this  Dutchy  having  beei 
forfeited  to  the  Crown  by  the  Attainder  c 
one  of  the  Duke’s  Anceftcrs,  and  now  adual 
The  Duke  Part  of  the  Inheritance  of  the  Crown,  Kini 
of  Bucks  Richard  gave  the  Duke  a  flat  Denial ;  at  whic 
Mdeam  &  Nobleman  was  extremely  difgufted  bt 
a  ec°n"  ha 


Alliances. 

renew’d. 


Malecon- 
tent. 
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had  the  Wifdom  however  to  conceal  his  Con-  d-D.  148.3 

cern  till  he  found  a  plaufible  Pretence  of  re-  - . — 

tiring  from  Court. 

While  the  King  was  at  Gloucejler ,  the  late  Kin gEd- 
King  Edward  V.  and  his  Brother  the  Duke  of 
York ,  were  murder’d  in  the  Tower  of  London  thef 
by  his  Orders:  According  to  Tradition,  rdl-kmlr- 
he  firft  commanded  Sir  Robert  Brackenbury,  der’d  in  the 
Governor  of  the  Tower,  to  difpatch  them:  Tower, 
but  notwithftanding  Sir  Robert  was  indebted  to 
King  Richard  for  his  Advancement  in  the 
World,  he  refus’d  to  be  concern’d  in  fo  exe¬ 
crable  a  Faft  :  Whereupon  the  King  order’d 
him  to  deliver  the  Keys  of  the  Tower  for  a 
Night  to  one  James  Tyrrel,  a  Domeftick  of 
the  King’s, who  had  undertaken  the  barbarous 
Office. 

The  two  young  Princes  had  long  been  de- 
ny’d  the  Converfation  of  their  Friends  ;  their 
own  Servants  taken  from  them,  and  fuch  Peo¬ 
ple  put  about  them  as  had  no  Inclination  or 
Jn ter eft  to  preferve  them  ;  fo  that  'Tyrrel  ha¬ 
ving  the  Keys  deliver’d  him,  found  no  great 
Difficulty  in  executing  his  Orders.  He  took 
with  him  ’tis  faid,  four  Villains  fit  for  his  Pur- 
pole,  among  whom  were  Miles  For  eft,  a 
known  A  Tallin,  aird  Jobh  Bight  on,  a  Groom 
in  the  King’s  Stables.  Thefe  Fellows  entring 
the  Princes  Apartment  at  Midnight,  when 
they  were  afleep,  ft i (led  them  in  theBedcloaths, 
ind  buried  them  under  tiie  Stairs  :  Of  which 
|<ung  Richard  receiving  Advice,  left  Gloit- 
'efter,  and  continued  his  Journey  to  York, 
vhere  he  was  crown’d  a  fecond  time  ;  at  which  His  S°n 
Solemnity  he  created  his  Son  Edward  Prince  prince  of 
>f  IV ales.  Here  alfo  he  regulated  the  Courts  Wales. 

;)f  Juftice,  and  punifh’d  the  Extortions  andHereSu- 
)ppreffions  of  his  Officers.  ^tes  the 
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The  Duke  of  Bucks  being  retir’d  to  his  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Wales  full  of  Difcontent,  con¬ 
vers’d  freely  with  Dr.  Moreton,  Bifhop  of  Ely\ 
who  had  been  committed  to  his  Cuftody  by 
the  King  :  He  did  not  forbear  to  exprefs  his 
Refentm.nt  againft  King  Richard's,  Ingrati¬ 
tude,  whom  he  had  in  a  manner  plac’d  upon  the 
Throne,  The  Bifhop  was  at  firft  in  doubt 
whether  this  Difcourfe  was  not  intended  to  en- 
fnare  him  ;  but  finding  at  length  that  the 
Duke  was  in  good  earned  become  a  Malecon- 
tent,  he  ventur’d  to  talk  with  him  more  freely 
of  the  Meafures  Richard  had  taken  to  mount 
theThrone,  and  theTyranny  of  theprefent  Ad- 
miniftration  ;  whereupon  the  Duke  demanded 
what  Remedy  he  cou’d  propofe  to  deliver 
them  from  the  Miferies  they  differ’d :  The 
Bifhop  anfwer’d,  he  was  once  entirely  devo¬ 
ted  to  the  Lancajlrian  Intereft,  and  had  ferv’d 
Hen.  VI ;  but  that  Prince  and  hisSon  being  dead, 
he  was  afterwards  of  Edward  the  I  Vth’s  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  had  ferv’d  him  faithfully  ;  and  when 
he  found  the  Duke  of  Gloucejler  had  a  Defign 
upon  the  Crown,  he  oppos’d  him  with  all  his 
Might  •,  on  which  Account  he  had  beer} 
committed  to  Prifon  *,  that  this  had  increas’d 
his  Averfion  to  the  Ufurper  ;  but  his  murder¬ 
ing  his  two  innocent  Nephews  in  the  Tower 
had  render’d  him  ftill  more  detefled  b) 
himfelf  and  all  Mankind  j  and  he  did  not 
doubt  but  the  Nation  wou’d  concur  with 
them  in  pulling  down  the  Tyrant,  and  fet- 
ting  a  mqre  deferving  Branch  of  the  Royal 
Family  upon  the  Throne  •,  nor  could  he  think 
pf  a  Prince  fitter  to  weild  the  Englijh  Scepter 
than  the  Duke  of  Bucks ,  who  was  lineally 
delcended  from  Edward  III. 
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The  Duke  having  taken  fome  time  to  de-  d  D- 1483 

liberate  on  wlvat  the  Bifhop  fuggefted,  in  a - 

Day  or  two  return’d  to  his  Apartment,  and  -4-iRlch-s 
refuming  the  Topick  they  were  laft  upon,  he 
acknowledg’d  he  had  once  fome  Defign  upon 
the  Crown,  but  that  weighing  things  imparti¬ 
ally,  he  found  he  had  very  little  Reafon  to 
exp  eft  Succefs  in  fuch  an  Undertaking  ;  for 
as  there  were  feveral  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lane  after  before  him,  he  fhould  infallibly  be 
oppos’d  by  them  as  well  as  by  the  whole  Houfe 
o {York,  and  therefore  he  was  determin’d  to 
think  no  more  of  it,  and  defir’d  the  Bifhop  to 
name  another  Prince  to  fill  the  Throne.  Ha¬ 
ving  continu’d  their  Converfation  fome  time 
on  this  Head,  either  the  Duke  or  the  Bifhop 
(for  I  find  Authors  are  divided)  propos’d  the  Th  ,  ra. 
Earl  of  Richmond ,  who  was  generally  look’d  pofead- 
upon  as  the  next  Heir  of  the  Houfe  of  Lan-  vancing 
cafter  but  which  of  them  foever  was  fo  for-  the  Earl  of 
tunate  as  to  name  the  Earl,  both  of  them  a- 
greed  he  was  the  moll  likely  Perfon  in  the  Throne. 
World  to  lucceed,  efpecially  if  he  married 
the  Princcfs  Elizabeth ,  King  Edward's,  eldeft 
Daughter  ;  for  then  he  wou’d  infallibly  have 
the  Intereft  both  of  the  Houles  of  Tork  and 
Lane  after ,  and  of  all  who  v, idl’d  well  to  their 
Country  ;  for  by  this  means  a  Period  wou’d 
be  put  to  the  Civil  Wars,  which  had  fo  long 
diftrafted  the  Kingdom.  d  hen  by  proper 
Vlgents  they  communicated  the  Matter  to 
the  Countels  of  Richmond ,  Mother  to  the 
Ear],  and  to  the  Queen  Dowager,  who  both 
agreed  to  tire  Propoial  :  The  Countels  under¬ 
took  for  fer  Son,  and  the  Queen  for  her 
Daughter,"'  that  it  fhould  be  a  Match  ;  and 
an  Exprds  was  immediately  lent  over  to  Bre¬ 
tagne  to  the  Earl  to  invite  him  over  •,  who 
yery  readily  came  into  the  Scheme.  In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Bifhop  of  Ely  made 
his  Efcape  into  Flanders  y  and  the  Duke  of 
Bucks ,  having  confulted  his  Friends,  prepar'd 
to  put  his  Defigns  in  Execution  r  Wales  was 
almoft  entirely  in  his  Power,  and  here  he 
propos'd  to  raife  the  moft  confiderable  Body 
of  Men  ;  while  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet ,  Sir 
Richard  Woodville ,  his  Brother,  the  Bifhop 
of  Exeter ,  and  Sir  Edward  Courtney y  affem- 
bled  their  Friends  in  Kent ,  Sujfex ,  Dortfet- 
fbirey  and  Devonjhire ,  on  which  Coaft  it  was 
intended  the  Earl  fhould  land.  Infurrections 
alfowere  concerted  in  feveral  other  Counties, 
the  more  to  diffract  the  Government. 

The  Earl  of  Richmond  having  acquainted 
the  Duke  of  Bretagne ,  with  the  Difpofition 
of  the  People  of  England  in  his  Favour,  the 
Duke  promis’d  to  furnifh  him  with  a  Fleet 
and  a  Body  of  Land  Forces,  and  the  Earl 
thereupon  let  his  Friends  in  England  know, 
that  he  fhould  be  with  them  in  the  beginningof 
October  ;  but  as  there  were  fuch  Numbers  con¬ 
cern’d  in  the  Confpiracy,  and  Meffengers  fre¬ 
quently  fent  backwards  and  forwards  between 
Bretagne  and  England ,  King  Richard  had  re¬ 
ceiv’d  fome  Intimation  of  the  Defignj  and 
reflecting  that  the  Duke  of  Bucks  had  retir’d 
from  Court  in  Dilguft,  and  that  he  had  after¬ 
wards  let  his  Prifoner  the  Bifhop  of  Ely  efcape, 
who  had  always  oppos’d  Richard  with  the 
greateft  Zeal,  the  King  had  no  room  to 
doubt  that  the  Duke  was  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Cosfpiracy.  Whereupon  he  fent  him  a  civil 
Invitation  to  come  to  Court,  and  when  the 
Duke  pretended  to  be  iudifpos’d,  and  not  in 
a  Condition  to  undertake  fuch  a  Journey,  the 
King  let  him  know  that  he  would  admit  of  no 
Excufes,  and  if  he  did  not  come  up,  he  fhould 

foon 
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foon  make  him  fenfible  of  his  Refentment. 
From  whence  die  Duke  concluding  that 
Richard  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  Plot, 
immediately  affembled  his  Vafials  in  Wales , 
and  had  recourfe  to  Arms.  After  which  he 
march’d  with  the  utmoft  Expedition  towards 
Gloucejler ,  defigning  to  pafs  the  Severn  there, 
and  join  the  Malecontents  in  Devmlhire , 
where  it  was  expedted  the  Earl  of  Richmond 
would  land.  But  the  Rains  fell  lb  violently 
at  this  time,  that  the  Severn  over-flow’d  its 
Banks  beyond  whatever  had  been  known, 
Houfes  and  whole  Families  were  carried  away 
by  the  Torrent,  and  Hills  are  faid  to  have 
been  cover’d  with  the  Waters.  This  Flood 
continu’d  fo  long,  that  the  Weljh. ,  who  had 
brought  no  Provifions  with  them,  and  were 
very  ill  provided  to  lie  in  the  Field  in  this 
tempestuous  Seafon,  found  themfelves  under 
a  neceffity  of  difperfing,  and  returning  to 
their  feveral  Dwellings,  infomuch  that  the 
Duke  of  Bucks  finding  himfelf  entirely  de- 
ferted,  endeavour’d  to  conceal  himfeif  in  the 
Houfe  of  Humphry  Banijler ,  who  had  for¬ 
merly  been  his  Servant. 

The  King  underftanding  that  the  Duke’s 
Forces  were  difpers’d,  publifli’d  a  Proclama¬ 
tion,  offering  a  Reward  of  a  thoufand  Pounds 
or  an  hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  to  any  Perfon 
that  fhouid  apprehend  him  •,  eight  hundred 
Pounds  for  taking  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet , 
and  lefTer  Sums  for  the  reft  of  *the  Confpira- 
tors,  in  Proportion  to  their  Quality.  Bani- 
fter ,  either  out  of  Fear  or  Covetoufnefs, 
thereupon  difeover’d  the  Duke  his  Mailer  to 
the  Sheriff  of  Shropjloire ,  who  found  him  in  a 
Difguife,  digging  in  a  Garden,  and  carried 
him  to  Shrewsbury ,  where  King  Richard  then 

was 
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was.  The  Duke  begg’d  he  might  fee  the 
King,  having  foine  Hopes,  pofflbly,  that  he 
might  lave  his  Life,  by  putting  him  in  mind 
of  former  Services;  others  imagine  he  defign’d 
to  have  kill’d  Richard ,  if  he  had  been  brought 
before  him,  a  Dagger  being  found  in  his  Bo- 
lom  after  he  was  dead.  But  the  King  fent 
his  Agents  to  him,  and  having  drawn  out  of 
him  what  they  could  in  relation  to  the  Plot, 
order’d  his  Head  to  be  (truck  off  in  the 
Market-Place,  which  the  Duke  had  little 
Reafon  to  complain  of,  as  he  had  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  taking  away  the  Lives  of  many 
other  Noblemen,  by  the  like  arbitrary  Sen¬ 
tences. 

Upon  the  Duke  of  Buckingham' s  Misfor¬ 
tune,  the  reft  of  the  Confpirators  fled,  or 
conceal’d  themlelves  among  their  Friends  ; 
the  Marquis  of  Dorfet ,  and  ieveral  others, 
had  the  good  Fortune  to  elcape  over  into 
Bretagne.  In  the  mean  time  the  Earl  of 
Rich?nond  had  fet  fail  from  St.  Malo' s,  with 
a  good  Fleet  of  Ships,  and  five  thoufand 
Land  Forces  on  board  ;  but  moft  of  his  Ships 
being  difpers’d  by  a  Storm,  he  came  upon 
the  Coaft  of  Cornwal  a! moft  alone  •,  he  faw 
the  Shore  cover’d  with  Troops,  and  was  in¬ 
vited  by  them  to  land.  They  pretended  they 
had  been  polled  there  by  the  Duke  of  Bucks , 
in  order  to  favour  the  Earl’s  landing ;  but  he 
had  the  good  Fortune  to  dilcover  they  were 
Enemies,  and  thereupon  return’d  to  France , 
where  he  found  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet ,  and 
feveral  more  of  his  Friends,  who  gave  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  Death. 
However  the  Earl  was  not  difcourag’d,  but 
refolv’d  ftill  to  purlue  his  Defign,  and  took 

an 
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ah  Oath  in  the  Cathedral  of  Rennes ,  to  mar-  -^£>1483 
ry  the  Princefs  Elizabeth.  - 

King  Richard  having  luckily  efcap’d  this 
Confpiracy,  gave  a  Commiffion  to  Sir  Ralph  TheMale- 
Ajhton ,  WhOm  he  conftituted  Vice-Cohftable  contents  irf 
of  England ,  pro  hac  vice,  to  try  fuch  of  the  ^ 
Confpirators  as  had  riot  the  good  Fortune  to  executed 
efcape,  in  a  lumm'ary  way.  This  Gentle-  in  a  fum- 
man  condemn’d  and  executed  great  Numbers  maryway. 
in  the  IVeftern  Counties ,  who  were  fuppos’d  td 
have  favour’d  the  late  Infurredftiori,  without 
allowing  them  a  Tryal  by  a  Jury,  or  regard¬ 
ing  whether  Legal  Evidence  was  produc’d 
againft  them,  or  not ;  If  they  were  guilty  in 
the  Opinion  of  the  Vice-Conftable,  that  was 
held  fufficient  to  put  them  to  Death. 

A  Parliament  being  fummori’d  to  meet  in  J.D.t 484 

January  the  following  Year,  the  Proceedings  - - - — 

againft  the  Confpirators  were  approv’d,  the  A 
Earl  of  Richmond ,  and  all  his  Adherents  were  TheMale- 
attainted,  and  their  Eftates  confifcated,  and  contents 
the  Lord  Stanley ,  who  had  married  the  Coun-  ^ttaint^ 
tefs  of  Richmond,  was  order’d  by  the  King  to  ment^nd 
keep  the  Countefs  under  a  ftridt  Confinement*  their 
there  being  Reaion  to  fufpect  fhe  was  con-  Eihtes 
cern’d  in  the  late  Plot,  tho’  fhe  was  not  ac-  C0n^Crtted- 
cus’d  of  it  by  any  of  the  Confpirators.  The 
Lord  Stanley  her  Hufband,  feems  to  have 
been  in  great  Favour  with  Richard  at  this 
time,  from  his  making  him  High-Conftable, 
immediately  after  AJhton’ s  Commiffioh  ex* 
pir’d,  as  well  as  from  his  trufting  him  with 
the  Cuftody  of  the  Countefs  his  Wife,  whom 
the  King  look’d  upon  as  his  greateft  Enemy 
What  Reafon  he  had  for  this  Confidence  ii* 
the  Lord  Stanley,  whofe  Life  he  had  former¬ 
ly  attempted,  does  not  appear  j  but  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  what  follow’d  not  long  after,  that 
Vo  l.  XVIII.  his 
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A.D.  1484  his  Opinion  of  that  Lord’s  Affection  to  hi 
Perfon  was  ill-grounded. 

In  the  fame  Parliament  the  Children  of  Ed 
ward  IV.  were  declar’d  illegitimate,  and 
thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  incapable  of 
^  the  Crown  ;  King  Richard  was 
acknowledg’d  to  be  the  next  Heir  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Fork,  and  their  rightful  Sovereign, 
the  Succeffion  limitted  to  Edward  his 
eldeft  Son  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  Heirs  i 
But  the  Prince  dying  the  fame  Year,  the 
King  declar’d  his  Siller’s  Son,  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  his  Heir. 

Still  the  King  was  apprehenfive  that  the 
Earl  of  Richmond  would  procure  him  frefh 
Troubles,  he  fent  Ambaffadors  therefore  to 
the  Duke  of  Bretagne,  to  offer  him  whatever 
he  would  afk,  if  he  would  deliver  up  the 
Earl.  The  Duke  being  at  this  time  feiz’d 
with  an  Indifpofition,  which  render’d  him 
incapable  of  Government,  the  King’s  Am- 
baffadors  had  fo  far  gain’d  his  Prime  Mini- 
fter  Peter  Landais,  that  he  had  agreed  to  put 
him  into  the  Hands  of  the  King  of  England  ; 
which  was  fome  way  or  other  difcover’d  to 
the  Bifliop  of  Ely,  who  gave  the  Earl  of 
Richmond  Notice  of  it :  Whereupon  the  Earl 
fled  to  Charles  VIII.  the  French  King,  and 
very  narrowly  efcap’d  the  Danger.  The 
Duke  of  Bretagne  recovering  foon  after,  was, 
extremely  incens’d  againll  Landais,  for  his 
Practices  to  betray  the  Earl,  and  giving  his 
Friends  the  Liberty  of  following  him  to  the: 
Court  of  France,  let  the  Earl  know  at  thel 
fame  time,  he  would  yet  a  (Tift  him  in  his  En- 
terprize  upon  England,  if  he  proceeded  in  it 
The  Earl  was  alfo  hofpitably  receiv’d  at  the 
Court  of  France ,  and  great  Offers  of  Aflifl 
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ance  made  him,  if  he  thought  fit  to  venture  AD.  1484 
upon  a  fecond  Attempt  againft  England.  ~ — : — * 

In  the  mean  time  the  Earl  of  Oxford ,  who 
had  been  twelve  Years  a  Prifoner  in  the  Caftle 
of  Hammes ,  on  Account  of  his  Adherence  to 
the  Lancajtrians ,  made  his  Efcape  from 
thence,  having  perfuaded  the  Governor  to 
go  along  with  him,  and  make  a  tender  of 
his  Service  to  the  Earl  of  Richmond ,  and  fe- 
veral  other  Lords  and  Perfons  of  Diftindtion 
in  England  fent  a  frefh  Invitation  to  the  Earl 
to  accept  the  Crown.  Of  which  King  Ri¬ 
chard  receiving  repeated  Advices,  began  to 
entertain  a  Jealoufy  of  many  of  the  Nobility, 
but  of  none  more  than  of  the  Lord  Stanley ,  k  Richard 
Hufband  to  the  Countefs  of  Richmond ,  info-  jealous  of 
much,  that  when  Stanley  took  his  Leave  of tlle  Lorc* 
him  to  go  into  the  Country,  he  would  not  Stant’^- 
fuffer  him  to  ftir  till  he  fent  for  his  Son,  the 
Lord  Strange ,  and  left  him  as  an  Hoftage 
with  him.  And  difcovering  that  the  Male- 
contents  had  contriv’d  to  unite  the  Friends  of 
the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lancajler  againft  him, 
by  marrying  the  Earl  of  Richmond  to  the 
Princefs  Elizabeth ,  ’tis  faid,  he  refolv’d  to  - 
marry  her  himfelf,  notwithftanding  fhe  was 
his  Niece,  and  his  Wife  was  living  •,  and  tho5 
I  do  not  give  intire  Credit  to  this,  yet  it  is 
evident,  he  imagin’d  it  would  be  no  fmali 
Advantage  to  him,  to  gain  over  the  Queen 
Dowager  and  her  Daughters  to  his  Party- •, 
accordingly  we  find  he  made  them  great  Of-  He  pre¬ 
fers,  if  they  would  quit  the  Sandtuary  and  v‘ulj0n 
come  to  Court,  which  he  at  length  prevail’d  ^ovv^er* 
on  them  to  do.  He  alfo  perfuaded  the  Queen  and  hJr 
to  write  to  her  Son  the  Marquis  of  Dorjet  in  Daughter* 
France ,  to  quit  the  Earl’s  Service  and  come  *°  <Hlt  th* 
to  England ,  which  the  Marquis  had  in  a  man- 

Q  q  ?  ner  to  Court, 
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J  D.  1484  ner  confented  to,  but  was  afterwards  difiuaded 
‘  '  from  it.  In  this  critical  Jun&ure  King  Ri- 

"\j  chard’s  Queen  died,  which  gave  the  World 
Occafion  to  fay,  fhe  was  poyfon’d  by  him  to 
make  way  for  his  Marriage  with  the  Princefs 
Elizabeth  ;  tho’  others  affirm  ffie  had  la¬ 
bour’d  under  a  long  Illnefs,  and  her  Death 
expected  forne  time.  Some  relate,  that  Ri¬ 
chard  courted  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  during 
his  Wife’s  Life,  and  that  ffie  even  then  ac¬ 
cepted  his  Addreffes,  and  exprefs’d  her  Un- 
eafinefs  that  the  Queen  liv’d  fo  long  :  While 
others  affirm,  that  ffie  always  abhor’d  the 
Propofal  2  And  a  third  Set  of  People  affirm, 
that  the  King  never  intended  to  marry  the 
Princefs,  but  only  to  preferve  a  good  Un- 
derflanding  with  her,  as  ffie  was  the  Heirefs 
of  the  Houle  of  York,  and  might  be  of  Ufe 
to  him,  in  keeping  that  Party  firm  to  him. 
But  however  that  was,  Richard  appears  to 
have  had  very  little  dread  of  the  Earl  of  Rich¬ 
mond  at  this  time,  for  tho’  he  had  kept  a 
Fleet  in  the  Channel  to  prevent  an  Invafion, 
ever  fmce  the  laft  Attempt,  he  thought  fit 
K.RMarJto  fave  that  Expence  this  Year,  and  order 
Jays  up  his  the  Ships  to  return  into  their  refpecftive  Har- 
Fleet.  bours.  Of  which  the  Earl  of  Richmond  be- 
The  Earl  ing  inform’d,  he  applied  himfelf  again  to  the 
»f  Rich-  Court  of  France  for  A  Alliance,  who  thought 
mond  pre-  g,-  to  fffiffiffi  ffim  with,  a  few  Ships,  and  two 
another1  or  t^ree  thoufand  Men,  rather  with  a  View 
Attempt  of  fomenting  the  Divifions  in  England  (which 
mEng/afid the  French  feldom  mifs  any  Opportunities  of 
doing )  than  with  any  Expectation  that  this 
incorifiderable  Force  could  fet  Henry  upon 
that  Throne.  However,  the  Earl  being  ap¬ 
priz’d  that  the  Nation  was  alrnoft  unanimous 
fqr  him,  he  embarked  at  Harfleur  the  laft  of 
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■July,  and  on  the  6th  of  Auguft  landed  at  ^.£>.1484 
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Thomas ,  with  moft  of  the  Gentry  of  Wales,  Lands  in 
join’d  him.  The  Lord  Stanley,  and  his  Bro-  Wales. 
ther  Sir  William  Stanley ,  had  been  raifing  Forces 
for  fome  time  in  Warwickfihire ,  under  pretence 
of  oppofing  the  Earl,  tfe  Lord  Stanley  not 
daring  to  declare  for  him,  becaufe  his  Son,  the 
Lord  Strange ,  was  in  the  King’s  Power  ;  how¬ 
ever,  he  found  Means  to  acquaint  the  Earl 
of  Richmond ,  that  he  fhould  not  want  his 
Affiftance  at  a  proper  time :  Whereupon  the 
Earl  ventur’d  to  advance  to  Litchfield. 

The  King,  who  was  come  as  far  as  Not-  The 
tingham,  refolv’d  to  march  in  Perfon,  and  at-  d 

tack  his  Enemies  before  their  Numbers  were  thre'£yara"s 
increas’d  ;  and  tho’  feveralof  his  Officers  and  meetinthe 
Soldiers  deferted  him,  he  was  not  difcourag’d,  Fieldsof 
but  continu’d  his  March  til]  he  came  near  Bofi- 
worth,  about  feven  Miles  to  the  Weft  ward  of 
Leicefier ,  where  receiving  Advice  that  the  E- 
nemy  was  not  far  off,  he  drew  up  his  Army 
in  a  fine  Plain  in  order  to  receive  them,  fend¬ 
ing  Word  to  the  Lord  Stanley  and  his  Brother 
to  come  and  join  him.  The  Earl  of  Rich¬ 
mond  entering  the  Plain  about  the  fame  time, 
drew  up  his  Army  alio  in  order  of  Battel ;  and 
while  the  Army  ftood  facing  each  other,  the 
Lord  Stanley  and  his  Brother  appear’d  and  poll¬ 
ed  their  Troops  over-againft  the  Intervals,  be¬ 
tween  the  Forces  of  the  Royalifts  and  thofe  of 
the  Earl  of  Richmond .  Whereupon  the  King 
fent  to  the  Lord  Stanley  again  to  join  him  ; 
but  Stanley  anfwer’d,  he  would  come  when  he 
faw  fit :  From  whence  the  King  concluding  he 
muft  look  upon  him  as  an  Enemy,  order’d 
his  Son  the  Lord  Strange’ s  Head  to  be  taken 


off. 
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J.D.  1484  off,  but  afterwards  countermanded  that  Or- 
— TTT  der,  upon  his  Friends  repreienting  to  him  that 
this  would  infallibly  make  the  Lord  Stanley 
his  Enemy,  whereas  he  might  pofubly  remain 
Neuter  if  the  Life  of  his  Son  was  ftill  in  Suf- 
pence. 

The  Thefe  Armies,  which  were  to  determine  the 

Number  Fate  of  a  Kingdom,  are  reprefented  to  be  ex~ 
or  the  re-  ceeding  fmall.  That  of  the  King’s  is  faid  to 
Armies  conhft  of  about  ten  thoufand  Men,  and  the 
Earl  of  Richmond's  not  to  be  above  five.  The 
Lord  Stanleys  Body  about  three  thoufand 
Men,  and  that  of  his  Brother,  Sir  William 
Stanley ,  but  two.  It  is  probable  that  the 
Number  of  the  Earl  of  Richmond's  Forces  is 
much  leffen’d,  that  his  Courage  and  Condudfc 
might  be  the  more  admir’d ;  for  we  find  he 
brought  over  with  him  two  thoufand  French , 
befides  Englijh  ;  that  the  Gentry  of  Wales 
unanimoufly  join’d  him  ;  that  he  afterwards 
march’d  from  Wales  as  far  as  Litchfield ,  daily 
encreafing  his  Numbers,  and  that  great  part 
of  the  King’s  Troops  defer  ted  over  to  him  : 
From  whence  *tis  reafonable  to  conclude,  that 
the  Earl  of  Richmond's  Army  confiifted  of 
more  than  five  thoufand  Men,  very  probably 
The  Bat-  they  were  three  times  that  Number.  But 
tel  of  whatever  were  the  Numbers  of  the  refpedtive 
Bofixortb.  ^rmieSi  they  came  to  an  Engagement  in  the 
Fields  of  Bofworth  on  the  twenty -fecond  Day 
of  Auguft  \  and  the  Earl  of  Richmond  was  fo 
bravely  charg’d  by  King  Richard ,  that  his 
Troops  began  to  give  Ground,  the  Earl  him- 
ielf  being  in  a  great  deal  of  Danger  •,  for  the 
King  difcovering  him  in  the  Field,  rode  up 
dire&ly  to  him,  offering  to  determine  their 
Quarrel  by  fingle  Combat  ;  but  the  Earl  de¬ 
clin'd  the  Engagement,  fuffering  feveral 
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bearer,  and  difmounted  Sir  John  Cheney,  one 
of  the  ftrongeft  and  braveft  Knights  in  the 
Earl’s  Army  ;  but  the  Lord  Stanley ,  and  his  The  Lord 
Brother  Sir  William  Stanley ,  falling  upon  the 
.Flanks  of  the  Royal  Army  at  this  critical  j^i  of 
Juncture,  the  King  was  oblig’d  to  leave  the  RickmmJ. 
Earl  to  givefrefh  Orders  to  his  Troops,  who 
were  put  into  Diforder  by  the  Stanleys  *,  and 
poflibly  the  King  might  have  reftor’d  the 
Battel,  had  not  the  Earl  of  Northumberland , 
who  commanded  one  Wing  of  his  Army, 
prov’d  falfe  to  him  alfo,  and  order’d  his  Men  berlani 
to  throw  down  their  Arms:  Which  the  King  treache- 
obferving,  and  finding  the  Day  was  loft,  with  r0Ub' 
fome  few  Followers^  bravely  rufh’d  among 
the  thickeft  of  his  Enemies,  and  met  with  the 
Death  he  defir’d  ;  for  it  feems  a  fwift  Horfe 
had  been  brought  him  to  make  his  Elcape  out 
of  the  Battel,  but  he  refus’d  to  fly  ;  he  would 
not  furvive  the  Day  in  which  he  faw  himfelf 
fo  generally  abandon’d  by  his  Subjects.  The  The  King 
Duke  of  Norfolk ,  and  about  a  thoufand  Men,  is  defeated 
were  kill’d  on  the  King’s  fide,  and  on  the  Earl  aud 
of  Richmond' s  not  above  an  hundred,  among 
whom  there  were  no  Perfons  of  Diftin£tion,un- 
lels  Six  William  Brandon  the  Standard-bearer, 

Father  of  Charles  Brandon ,  afterwards  Duke 
©t  Suffolk.  The  Earl  of  Surrey ,  Son  to  the 
•:Duke  of  Norfolk ,  was  taken  Prifoner,  with  the 
Infamous  Cate  sly,  and  fome  other  of  the 
King’s  wicked  Inftruments.  Catesby  and  his 
Accomplices  were  beheaded  immediately  after 
the  Battel  ;  but  the  Earl  of  Surrey  obtain’d 
his  Liberty  within  a  few  Months. 


The 


304  the  History  of  E  N  GLAND, 

The  Earl  The  Battel  was  no  fooner  over,  but  the 
°nmd  Lord  Stanley  took  the  Crown  which  King  Ri- 
crown’d  chard  wore  that  Day,  and  fet  it  upon  the  Earl 
and  pro-  of  Richmond’s  Head  v  whereupon  the  Army 
claim’d  fhouted,'  and  cry’d  out.  Long  live  K.Henry  VII, 
theFidd  and  L°m  this  Inftant  the  Earl  took  upon 
of  Battel,  him  the  Stile  and  Authority  of  King  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  late  King  Richard’s  Body  was 
found  in  the  Field  cover’d  with  Blood  and 
Wounds,  and  in  this  Condition  was  laid  crofs 
a  Horle,  like  the  Carcafs  of  a  Deer,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  Leicefter ,  where,  having  been  expos’d 
two  Days  to  the  View  of  all  People,  it  was 
interr’d  in  a  Church  there  without  Fun'eraf 
Rites. 

King  Ri-  If  we  Credit  fome  of  our  Hiflorians,  the 
ebard's  Perfon  of  this  Prince  was  as  fhocking  as  his 
Charader  Morals.  Holingfhead  fays  he  was  low  of  Sta- 
’  ture,  and  greatly  deform’d,  one  Shoulder  be¬ 
ing  higher  than  the  other,  his  Face  fmall,  his 
Looks  cruel,  arid  by  his  Countenance  you 
might  difeern  he  was  full  of  Malice  and  De¬ 
ceit  s  but  there  are  two  Circumftances  that 
feem  to  contradict  the  common  Opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  Deformity  of  his  Perfon,  one  of 
which  is,  the  Defcription  that  Shaw  gives  of 
him  in  his  Sermon  at  St.  Paid’s ,  where,  fup- 
pofing  Richard  at  that  Inftant  entering  the 
Church,  he  cries  out.  Behold  this  illujlrious 
Prince ,  the  glorious  Image  of  his  noble  Fa  then, 
&c.  Now  had  Richard  been  that  crooked 
deform’d  Mortal,  with  a  withef’d  diftorted 
Countenance,  as  he  is  reprefented,  inftead  of 
raifing  in  the  People  an  advantageous  Idea  of 
the  Protector,  his  Speech  would  have  look’d 
more  like  Banter  than  an  Encomium,  and 
naturally  have  drawn  both  on  the  Preacher 
and  the  Prince  the  Contempt  of  the  Audience. 

The 
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The  other  Circumftance,  which  would  incline 
One  to  believe  Richard  was  a  ftrong  well-let 
Man,  is,  his  gallant  Behaviour  in  feveral 
Battels,  particularly  at  Bofivorth ,  where  he 
kill’d  the  Earl  of  Richmond's  Standard-bearer, 
and  demounted  Sir  John  Cheney ,  the  ftrongeft 
Knight  in  his  Army,  and  this  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  Piftols  of  Fire- 
Arms  ;  but  the  Succefs  of  an  Encounter  de¬ 
pended  very  much  on  the  Strength  and  Stature 
of  the  Hero.  As  to  the  reft  of  his  Character, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Lord  Bacon  was  bet¬ 
ter  qualify’d  to  give  it  us  than  any  Perfon  cf 
the  prefent  Age  can  be.  This  great  Authof 
informs  us,  4  That  the  Body  of  Richard  III. 

4  after  many  Indignities  and  Reproaches,  (the 
4  Dirgies  and  Obfequies  of  the  common  Peo- 
4  pie  towards  Tyrants)  was  obfcurely  buried  •, 

‘  for  tho’  the  King  of  his  Noblenefs  gave 
‘  charge  unto  the  Friars  of  Leicejter  to  fee  an 
‘  honourable  Interment  to  be  given  to  it,  yet 

*  the  Religious  People  themfelves  (being  not 
4  free  from  the  Humours  of  the  Vulgar)  neg- 
4  lected  it,  wherein,  neverthelefs,  they  did 
4  not  then  incur  any  Man’s  Blarine  or  Cenfure; 

4  no  Man  thinking  an  Ignominy  or  Contu- 
4  mely  unworthy  of  him  that  had  been  the 
4  Executioner  of  King  HenfyVl  (that  inno- 
4  cent  Prince)  with  his  own  Hands,  the  Con- 
4  triver  of  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
4  his  Brother,  the  Murderer  of  his  two  Ne- 
4  ph'eWs,  (one  of  them  his  lawful  King  in  the 
4  prefent,  and  the  other  in  the  future  failing 
4  of  him)  and  vehemently  fufpedfed.  to  have 
4  been  the  Impoifoner  of  his  Wife,  thereby 
4  to  make  vacant  his  Bed  for  a  Marriage 
4  within  the  Degrees  forbidden  :  And  altho* 

*  he  was  a  Prince  in  Military  Virtue  ap- 

Y(Ji,  XVIII.  Rr  4  prov’d 
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4  prov’d,  jealous  of  the  Honour  of  the  Eng- 
4  lijh  Nation,  and  likewife  a  good  Law-maker 
4  for  the  Eafe  and  Solace  of  the  common  Peo- 
4  pie,  yet  his  Cruelties  and  Parricides,  in  the 
4  Opinion  of  all  Men,  weigh’d  down  his  Vir- 
4  tues  and  Merits,  and,  in  the  Opinion  of 
6  wife  Men,  even  thofe  Virtues  themfelves 
4  were  conceiv’d  to  be  rather  feign’d  and 
4  affeded  things  to  ferve  his  Ambition,  than 
6  true  Qualities  ingenerate  in  his  Judgment 
4  or  Nature,  And  therefore  it  was  noted  by 
4  Men  of  great  Underftanding,  (who  feeing 
4  his  After- Ads,  look’d  back  upon  his  for- 
4  mer  Proceedings)  that  even  in  the  time  of 
4  King  Edward,  his  Brother,  he  was  not 
4  without  fecret  Trains  and  Mines  to  turn 
4  Envy  and  Hatred  upon  his  Brother’s  Go- 
4  vernment,  as  having  an  Expedation,  and 
4  a  kind  of  Divination,  that  the  King,  by 
4  reafon  of  his  many  Diforders,  could  not  be 
4  of  long  Life,  but  was  like  to  leave  his  Sons 
4  of  tender  Years,  and  then  he  knew  well  how 
4  eafy  a  Step  it  was  from  the  Place  of  a  Pro- 
4  tedcr  and  firfl  Prince  of  the  Blood,  to  the 
4  Crown  ;  and  that  out  of  this  deep  Root  of 
4  Ambition  it  fprang,  that  as  well  at  the 
4  Treaty  of  Peace  that  pafs’d  between 
4  Edward  IV.  and  Lewis  XI.  of  France ,  con- 
4  eluded  by  Interview  of  both  Kings  at  Pi ~ 
4  queny,  as  upon  all  other  Occafions,  Richard 
4  then  Duke  of  Gloucefter  flood  ever  upon  the 
4  fide  of  Honour,  raffing  his  own  Reputation 
4  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  King  his  Brother, 
v  and  drawing  the  Eyes  of  all  (efpecially  the 
4  Nobles  and  Soldiers )  upon  himfelf,  as  if  the 
4  Kingy  by  his  voluptuous  Life  and  mean 
4  Marriage,  were  become  effeminate,  and  lefs 
4  ferffvble  of  Honour  and  Reafon  of  State 

4  than 
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I  than  was  fit  for  a  King,  And  as  for  the 
politick  and  wholefome  Laws  which  were 
enafted  in  his  time,  they  were  interpreted  to 
be  but  the  Brokage  of  an  Ufurper,  thereby 
4  to  woo  and  win  the  Hearts  of  the  People, 
4  as  being  confcious  to  himfelf  that  the  true 
‘  Obligations  of  Sovereign  in  him  fail’d  and 
‘  were  wanting.’ 

King  Richard  III,  appears  to  have  been  a 
Prince  of  great  Sagacity  and  Courage  ;  but 
feems  to  have  abandon’d  all  Religion  and 
Confcience  when  he  fix’d  his  Eyes  upon  the 
Crown  He  thought  neither  Friends,  Rela¬ 
tions,  Honour,  or  even  Heaven  itfelf,  ought 
to  come  in  competition  with  the  glorious 
Bauble. 

Mr.  Buck  endeavours  to  excufe,  or  at  leaft 
palliate  his  Crimes,  by  fhewing  that  many 
great  Princes  have  arriv’d  at  Empire  by  as 
Vile  Means  :  Pie  fays,  we  eafily  forgive  Henry 
J,  Edward  III,  Henry  IV,  and  Henry  VII, 
becaufe  they  had  their  happy  Stars,  and  Suc- 
cefs  attended  them  :  Profyerum  Scelus  Virtue 
vocatur. 

That  Julius  Ccefar  is  reputed  a  wife  and 
great  Captain,  altho’  his  Ambition  cofl  an 
infinite  Quantity  of  excellent  human  Blood  \ 
and  his  Nephew  Augujlus  never  ceas’d 
proferibing,  banifhing,  and  maffacring,  till 
he  had  difpatch’d  all  his  Competitors.  Pciy- 
nices  the  Brother  of  Eteocles  held  that  a  King¬ 
dom  cou’d  not  be  purchas’d  at  too  high  a  Rate, 
even  with  the  Deftru&ion  of  Friends,  ‘Kind¬ 
red,  Wife,  and  Riches.  And,  according  to 
Seneca  in  Trag „ 
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By  Fraud  or  Theft  to  feize  a  Crown 
Is  the  old  Game  long  fince  to  Princes  known , 

And  King  Atreus  by  h'is  own  Experience 
coil’d  fay. 

Dominion  teaches  every  wicked  Art. 

But  Mr.  Buck  does  not  only  feem  to  coun¬ 
tenance  King  Richard ’s  Paradtices  by  many 
great  Examples,  but  he  endeavours  fome- 
times  to  fhew  he  was  really  innqcent  of  what 
he  was  charg’d  with  :  He  inclines  to  that  Opi¬ 
nion  that  the  Crown  of  England  of  Right  be¬ 
long’d  to  him  as  that  moft  fervile  Parliament  ip 
his  Reign,  enadted,  that  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
and  his  Jflue  were  difabled  to  inherit  by  an 
Act  of  Attainder  ;  and  the  Iffue  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward  IV.  were  fpurious,  by  reafonofa  Pre¬ 
contract  brtwepn  King  Edward  and  the  Lady 
Eleanor. 

|n  anfwer  to  this,  I  perceive  it  is  held  to  be 
an  unwarrantable  Proceeding  to  endeavour 
to  baftardize  the  Iffue  after  the  Death  of  the 
pathef,  when  np  Procefs  was  begun  in  order 
to  it  in  his  Life-Time.  And  I  think  our  Law¬ 
yers  generally  agree  that  the  Succeflion  of  the 
Crown  is  not  bound  by  any  Act  of  Attainder  ; 
but  that  the  Defcent  of  it  wipes  off  all  Defects. 
And  if  either  qf  thefe  Points  be  tenable,  King 
Richard’s  Tide  will  not  be  mended, '  tho’  we 
admit  the  Facts  Mr.  Buck  infills  on  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Ruck  proceeds  further,  and  endeavours 
to  clear  him  of  that  barbarous  Act,  the  Mur¬ 
der  of  his  Nephews,  by  pretending  to  fhew  he 
(pqu’d  have  no  Inhere!'*  in  it,  they  being 
declar’d  Bafbards,  and  difabled  to  inherit 
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Jby  Parliament.  But  he  very  well  knew  the 
Nation  was  never  fat isfied  in  this  Matter,  and 
that  nothing  is  lo  common  as  for  Parliaments 
to  pafs  inconfiftent  Acts,  and  repeal  one  Year 
what  they  enacted  another,  and  therefore 
nothing  cou’d  fo  effectually  fecure  his  Poffeffi- 
on  of  the  Throne  as  the  taking  off  his  Ne¬ 
phews.  And  if  Mr.  Buck  will  admit  his  murT 
dering  Henry  VI,  and  his  Brother  Clarence , 
which  are  imputed  to  him.  People  will  make 
no  great  Difficulty  of  believing  him  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  other,  efpecially  having  fp  great 
Authorities  as  Sir  \ Thomas  More  and  the  Lord 
Verulam  to  confirm  them  in  that  Opinion. 

Then  as  to  his  poyfoning  his  Queen,  or 
breaking  her  Heart  by  ill  Ufage,  with  which 
he  is  charg’d  ;  this  Mr.  Buck  holds  there  was 
no  manner  of  occafion  for,  fince  he  might  have 
been  divorc’d  from  her  by  the  Pope  or  the 
Parliament,  as  Henry  VIII.  was  from  Queen 
Katherine  and  Anne  of  Cl  eve  ;  and  many  other 
Examples  he  gives  us  of  this  Kind,  both  from 
facred  and  profane  Hillories.  And  indeed  in 
thofe  Days  the  Popes  Bulls  in  fuch  Cafes  were 
held  facred  and  decilive,  and  were  often  ob¬ 
tain’d  for  Money.  Parliaments  too  were  ex¬ 
tremely  complaifant,  and  feldom  refus’d  any 
thing  the  King  demanded  s  They  tamely  re- 
fign’d  their  Integrity  and  Underftandings  to 
the  good  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the  Prince, 
and  therefore  one  wou’d  have  thought  the 
'King  ffiou’d  have  taken  the  Way  of  Divorce 
father  than  that  of  her  Death,  which  rnufl  ren¬ 
der  him  fo  odious,  unlefshe  thought  the  former 
might  prove  too  dilatory  for  his  Purpofe,  or 
that  his  Rival  was  more  in  the  Pope’s  Favour 
than  himlelfl 

There  is  no  doubt  but  King  Richard's  Am¬ 
bition  prompted  him  to  commit  many  Adis 

of 
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of  Cruelty  and  Injuftice  ;  but  he  may  probably 
be  charg'd  with  more  than  he  was  really  guilty 
of  •,  for  when  a  Man  has  once  obtain'd  an  ill 
Reputation  the  World  make  no  Difficulty  of 
believing  every  thing  that  is  ill  of  him  after¬ 
wards  :  Every  ill-natur’d  Suggeflion  pafles  for 
an  eftablifh’d  Truth,  and  they  will  not  allow 
the  obnoxious  Perfon  to  be  Mailer  of  one  good 
Quality  :  As  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  his  very 
Perfon  mull  be  deform’d,  and  his  Counte¬ 
nance  diflorted,  to  render  him  the  more  de- 
tefted  whereas  in  truth  there  is  no  Man  fa 
accomplifh’d  but  has  fome  Blemiihes,  nor  no 
Man  fo  deprav’d  but  he  may  retain  many  good 
Qualities. 

And  fo  bravely  as  this  Prince  behav’d  him- 
felf  at  the  Battel  of  Bofworth ,  fureiy  his  Rival 
was  infinitly  to  blame  to  fuffer  his  dead  Body 
to  bo  mangled  and  treated  in  that  ignomini¬ 
ous  Manner  it  was  :  This  is  what  might  have 
been  expected  from  an  infolent  Mob,  but  very 
ill  became  a  Hero  to  connive  at. 

Richard  III.  married  Anne  the  fecond 
Daughter  of  Richard  Nevil  Earl  of  Warwick , 
who  had  been  before  efpous’d  to  Edyjard 
Prince  of  Wales ,  the  Son  of  Henry  VI.  He 
had  Iffue  by  her  Edward  his  only  Son,  crea¬ 
ted  Earl  of  Salisbury  by  his  Uncle  Edward  IV. 
and  Prince  of  Wales  by  his  Father  Richard  III. 


Benevo¬ 

lence, 


when  he  was  about  ten  Years  of  Age  3  but 


Statutes 
pafs’d  in 
this  Reign 


he  died  in  the  Life-time  of  his  Father. 

The  molt  material  Statutes  pafs’d  in  this 
Reign,  beffdes  thofe  relating  to  the  Succeffiont 
of  the  Crown  already  mentioned,  were. 

An  Adi  of  the  i  Ri.  3.  cap.  1.  Declaring 
that  no  Money  fhou’d  afterwards  be  levy’d. 
on  the  Subjedl  by  way  of  Benevolence ,  which 
was  fo  denominated  under  a  Pretence  it  was 

freely 
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freely  given,  whereas  it  was  frequently  extor¬ 
ted  from  private  People  out  of  Parliament. 

The  King  us’d  to  name  the  Sum  he  wou’d  ac¬ 
cept,  and  it  was  dangerous  refufing  him. 

An  Ad:  of  i  Ri.  3.  which  impower’d  Ju- 
dices  of  Peace  to  admit  Perfons  to  Bail 
who  were  fufpeded  guilty  of  Felony  :  And 
prohibiting  Sheriffs  to  feize  the  Goods  of  a  sheriS. 
Perfon  charg’d  with  Felony,  before  he  was 
convided. 

An  Ad  of  1  Ri.  3.  Cap.  7,  Declaring  whatFines* 
Perfons  fhall  be  bound  by  Fines  levy’d  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  ;  with  feveral  other 
good  Statutes  for  the  Encouragement  of  Trade 
amd  Manufacturer 
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CHAR  XXIX. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII. 


The  Ac- 

cefficn  of 

Hen.  7. 


H  E  Earl  of  Richmond  having  beeii 


Princefs 

Elizabeth 


T  complimented  with  the  Title  of  King  at  - 
the  Head  of  his  Army,  from  that  Moment 
took  upon  him  the  Regal  Authority,  and 
was  recogniz’d  by  the  whole  Kingdom  ;  tho’ 
it  wou’d  be  extremely  difficult  to  difcover  any 
Right  he  had  to  the  Crown,  unlefs  the  Suf¬ 
frages  of  the  Soldiers  gave  him  one,  which  will 
be  confider’d  in  another  Place.  From  Leicefter  "\ 
Henry  by  flow  Marches  advanc’d  to  Londony 
having  firft  given  Orders  for  letting  at  Liberty 


fetat  Liber- the  Princefs  Elizabeth ,  who  was  confin’d  in 


?y. 


the  Caftle  of  Sheriff  Hutton  in  Yorkfhire  ;  but 
the  Earl  of  Warwick ,  Son  of  the  Duke  of 
Clarence ,  who  was  imprifon’d  in  the  fame 
Caftle,  Was  only  remov’d  from  thence  to  the 
Tower  of  London ,  where  he  remain’d  a  Pri- 
foner  till  his  Death.  , 

The  new  King  was  every  where  receiv’c 1 
With  Abundance  of  Joy  •,  the  People  look’d 
upon  him  as  their  Deliverer,  not  only  from  a 
Tyrannical  Prince,  but  from  tho'fe  CivilFeuds 
which  had  diffracted  the  Kingdom  for  more 
than  fourfcore  Years  paft.  They  expected 
that  his  Marriage  with  the  Princefs  Elizabeth 
wou’d  infallibly  put  an  End  to  the  bloody 
Difputes  between  the  Houfes  of  York  and  Lan- 
caftery  and  that  the  whole  Nation  wou’d 
from  thenceforward  equally  fhare  their  Sove¬ 
reign’s  Favour  •,  and  had  not  Efenry  from  the 


Beginning  of  his  Reign  ffiewn  a  remarkable 


Prejudice  againft  the  Friends  Of  the  Houfe  of 
York?  which  were  by  far  the  greateft  part  of 

the 
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the  Nation,  both  Prince  and  People  wou’d  ^-£>.148; 
probably  have  enjoy’d  a  lafting  Tranquility.  “  ' 

The  King  enter’d  London  in  a  clofe  Cha- 
riot,  and  going  immediately  to  St.  Paul's ,  The  King 
L’e  Deum  was  fun g  for  his  Succefs,  and  the  comes  to 
Standards  and  Colours  taken  at  the  Battel  of  London. 
Stoke ,  hung  up  in  the  Church  as  Trophies  of 
his  Victory.  After  which  he  renew’d  his 
Engagements  to  marry  the  Princefs  Elizabeth 
before  the  Nobility  ;  tho’  ’tis  very  evident  he 
never  intended  to  have  married  her  if  he  cou’d 
poffibly  have  maintain’d  himfelfin  the  Throne 
without  it ;  fo  averfe  was  he  to  the  Torkijls. 

A  Diftemper  call’d  the  Sweating  Sicknefs  TheSw;at- 
raged  mightily  in  London  at  this  time,  de-  EgSickaefs 
ftroying  a  Multitude  of  People.  It  ufually 
carried  off  the  fick  in  twenty-four  Hours  :  If 
they  liv’d  longer  they  recover’d.  The  Phy- 
ficians  were  fo  happy  as  to  difcover  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  curing  it  in  a  little  time,  which  was 
only  by  keeping  the  Patient  moderately  warm, 
and  giving  him  Cordials  that  were  not  too 
ftrong  •,  fo  that  within  a  little  more  than  a 
Month  the  Towns  became  pretty  healthful  a- 
gain.  Whereupon  the  King’s  Coronation  was  Coro 
folemniz’d  on  the  30th  of  October,  when  he 'nation, 
created  his  Unde  J after  Earl  of  Pem-  Creations. 
broke,  the  Companion  and  Partaker  of  all  his 
good  and  bad  Fortune,  Duke  of  Bedford  the 
Lord  Stanley ,  who  had  married  his  Mother 
the  Countefs  of  Richmond,  and  contributed  fo 
confiderably  to  the  Victory  of  Stoke,  Earl  of 
Derby  and  Sir  Edward  Courtney,  who 
had  brought  over  the  Weft  of  England  to 
his  Party,  Earl  of  Devon. 

The  Parliament  being  afiembled  on  the  fe-  T,  p  .. 
venth  of  November,  their  firft  Bufmefs  was  to  ment  fettle' 
recognize  the  King  upon  the  Throne,  and  theSucceiL. 
Vo  l.  XVIII.  S  f  corroborate  on- 
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corroborate  his  Title  in  fach  a  manner  as  he 
was  pleas’d  to  dictate  to  them.  But  it  appear¬ 
ing  that  ieveral  Members  had  been  return’d 
who  were  attainted  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  3. 
the  Opinion  of  the  Judges  was  demanded  as  to 
their  fitting  in  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  deter¬ 
min’d  they  cou’d  not  fit  in  the  Houfe  ’till  an 
Adt  of  Parliament  pafs’d  to  reverfe  their  At¬ 
tainders.  It  was  demanded  alfo  what  was  to  be 
done  in  the  King’s  Cafe,  who  Hood  attainted 
with  his  Friends  •,  to  which  it  was  anfwer’d, 
that  the  Crown  took  av/ay  all  Defects;  from  the 
Moment  he  afeended  the  Throne  all  Attain¬ 
ders  and  Corruption  of  Blood  were  dilcharg’cl, 
and  therefore  there  needed  no  Adt  to  reftore 
him :  But  it  was  order’d  however  that  all 
Acts  and  Records  wherein  there  was  any  men¬ 
tion  of  the  King’s  Attainder,  fhou’d  Le  taken] 
off  the  File  and  deftroy’d. 

At  the  fame  time  King  Richard  was  at-J 
tainted  by  the  Name  of  Richard  Duke  of] 
Gloucejler ,  with  his  Adherents,  among  whom 
the  principal  were,  tire  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  the] 
Earl  of  Surrey ,  the  Lord  Vifcount  Lovel,  thej 
Lord  Ferrers ,  the  Lord  Zorich ,  Sir  Richard 
Ratcliffe ,  and  Sir  William  Calcsby.  Soon  after 
which  the  King  publifh’d  a  Pardon  for  all 
thofe  who  were  not  attainted  by  this  Adt,  pro¬ 
vided  they  fubmitted  by  a  certain  Day,  and 
took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  him.  Where¬ 
upon  molt  of  the  Toddifis  who  had  takerl 
Sandtuary,  or  conceal’d  themfelves,  appear’q 
and  took  Advantage  of  the  Pardon  ;  tho*  the 
Lord  Lovel ,  and  fome  others,  who  had  beer 
Favourites  in  the  late  Reign,  did  not  thin! 
fit  to  truft  to  it,  but  continu’d  in  their  Sandtul 
aries.  This  being  the  firff  Pailiament  of  lien 
ry' s  Reign,  he  demanded  no  Supplies,  pro 
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(pofing  thereby  to  ingratiate  himfelfwith  the 
-People  ;  and  indeed  he  had  very  little  Occa-  ~^ljjenZ 
ifion  for  any  •,  the  Cofifcations  of  the  Eftates 
of  the  late  King,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  and 

(the  reft  of  his  Adherents,  mention’d  in  the  a- 
-bovefaid  Aft,  being  abundantly  lufficient  to 
rfupply  his  Neceflities.  However,  he  thought 
-fit  to  make  fome  Trial  of  his  Credit  in  the  Ci¬ 
ty  of  London ,  under  Pretence  he  wanted  Mo¬ 
ney  to  redeem  the  Hoftages  he  had  left  at  the 
■French  Court  to  fecure  the  Payment  of  the 
Charges  of  his  Expedition  to  England ,  he 
iwou’d  have  borrow’d  fix  thoufand  Mar.es  of 
the  City  on  this  Occafion  ;  but  as  his  Govern¬ 
ment  was  vet  fcarce  fettled,  they  did  not 
Ithink  fit  to  oblige  him  witn  more  than  two  ney  ofthe 
Jthoufand  Pounds.  City. 

1  At  the  Riling  of  the  Parliament  there  were  Creations 
feveral  Creations  and  Promotions  ;  the^P^’romo* 
'Lord  Chandcis  of  Bretagne  was  made  Earl  of 
:Bath  •,  Sir  Giles  D’  Aube ny,  Baron  D’  Aubeny  ; 
land  Sir  Robert  Willoughby ,  Lord  Brook  :  The 
(Lord  Edward  Stafford  alfo  was  reftor’d  to  the 
(Dignity  of  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  which  the 
Duke  his  Father  had  forfeited  by  Treafon 
committed  againft  the  late  King  Richard ; 

.Dr.  John  Moreton ,  who  had  been  fo  inftru- 
imental  in  bringing  in  the  King,  was  call’d 
rto  the  Privy  Chuncil  •,  and  Dr.  Richard  Fox , 
an  Ecclefiaibck  of  great  Parts  and  Learning, 
iwho  came  over  from  France  with  him,  was 
made  a  Privy  Counfellor  alfo,  and  Lord. 

IPrivy  Seal. 

r  And  now  the  Parliament  having  confirm’d  t  ie  King 
\Henry  in  the  Throne,  without  taking  Notice  marries  the 
iby  what  Title  he  poffefs’d  it,  he  thought  fit^^£‘ 
to  give  the  People  fome  further  Satisfaction, 

(by  marrying  the  Princefs  Elizabeth ,  pleirefs 
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York,  which  he  deferr’d  to  do 
time,  ’ tis  faid,  left  he  fhou’d  be 
he  held  the  Crown  in  his  Wile’s 
£  The  Marriage  was  folemniz’d  on 
the  iSt'nof  January ,  i486,  with  greater 
Triumph  and  Demonftrations  of  joy  on 
the  People’s  Part,  (my  .Lord  Bacon  obferves) 
than  either  the  Days  of  his  Entry  or  Coro¬ 
nation  •,  which  the  King  rather  noted  than 
lik’d. Adding, that  during  theQueen’s  whole 
Life  he  Ihew’d  himfelf  no  very  indulgent 
Husband  to  her,  tho’  fhe  was  beautiful, 
gentle,  and  fruitful.  His  Averfion  to  the 
Hotife  of  York  was  fo  predominant  in  him, 
that  it  found  Place  not  only  in  his  Wars 
and  Councils,  but  in  his  Chamber  and  Bed. 
As  the  King  and  Queen  were  both  defcend- 
-  ed  from  Edward  III.  it  was  thought  neceftary 
a.  little  before  the  Marriage  to  have  a  Difpen- 
fation,  which  was  accordingly  obtain’d 
from  the  Commiffioners  conftituted  by*  the 
Pope’s  Legate  in  England  to  grant  them 
but  left  any  Objection  fhou’d  hereafter  be  al- 
ledg’d  againfc  the  Legality  of  that  Difpenfa- 
tion,  a  Bull  was  obtain’d  from  the  Pope  after 
the  Marriage,  to  confirm  and  ratify  it,  where¬ 
in  he  declares  the  Ifiue  of  that  Marriage  legiti¬ 
mate,  approves  theAdl  of  Parliament  limiting 
the  Succeffion  of  the  Crown  to  Henry  and  his 
Heirs,  and  requires  theSubjefts  of  England  to 
maintain  and  defend  it,  declaring  all  Perfons 
excommunicated  who  fhou’d  controvert  that 


Settlement. 

The  King  under  handing  that  the  Northern 

O  O 

Counties  were  more  averfe  to  his  Government 
than  any  other,  he  vifited  that  Part  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  Spring,  propofing  either  to  awe 
the  People  into  Submiffion  by  his  Prefence 

or 
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or gain  their  Affedtions  by  A6ts  of  Popularity.  4. D. 1486 
But  while  he  celebrated  the  Feftival  of  Eajier  ~~  lHen 
at  Lincoln  he  receiv’d  Advice  that  the  Lord 
Lovely  with  Humphry  and  'thomas  Stafford ,  An  Infur- 
who  had  taken  Sandtuary  at  Colchefier ,  were  redion  m 
departed  privately  from  thence,  and  being  Yorkjhm. 
arriv’d  at  Tork ,  he  was  inform’d  that  the  Lord 
Lovel  was  marching  towards  him  with  a  Body 
of  Troops,  and  that  the  Staffords  were  affem- 
bling  their  Friends  in  Worcefterffire.  The 
King  was  under  fome  Concern  at  this  Infur- 
redtion,  being  in  a  Country  where  he  had 
but  very  little  Dependance  on  the  Inhabitants. 
However,  he  put  the  belt  Face  upon  the 
Matter,  and  having  ahem  bled  fome  Troops 
in  the  Country,  he  added  Part  of  his  own 
Retinue  to  them,  making  in  all  about  three 
thoufand  Men  :  Thefe  he  lent  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  to  oppofe  the 
Lord  Lovel ,  ordering  him  at  the  fame  time  to 
offer  the  Rebels  a  Pardon.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford  had  very  little  Hopes  of  Succefs  from 
an  Engagement,  as  his  Troops  were  new- 
rais’d  Men,  inferior  in  Number  to  the  Ene¬ 
my,  and  but  llightly  arm’d  :  When  he  had 
polled  his  little  Army  therefore  to  the  belt 
Advantage,  he  publifh’d  the  King’s  Pardon, 
which  did  his  Bufinefs  without  fighting  ;  for 
the  Lord  Lovel  was  fo  apprehenfi ve  that  his 
Followers  wou’d  take  the  Advantage  of  it 
and  defert  him,  that  he  abandon’d  them  in 
the  Night-time,  fled  into  Lancajkire ,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Flanders ;  whereupon  his  Men  laid 
down  their  Arms.  The  Staffords  alfo  hearing 
the  Lord  Lovel  was  fled,  dilpers’d  their  Troops 
and  took  Sanctuary  at  the  Village  of  Colnham 
near  Aldington,  which  being  adjudg’d  not  a 
fuihcient  Sanction  for  Traitors,  they  were 

taken 
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A.D.ufiG  taken  from  thence  by  Force,  and  Humphry 
~ — the  eldeft  Brother,  executed  at  'Tyburn  \  but 
Thomas  being  drawn  in  by  his  Brother,  was 
pardon’d  and  this,  like  other  unfuccefsful 
Infurredions,  ferv’a  only  to  fix  Henry  the 
more  firmly  in  the  Throne. 

Prince  Ar-  The  Queen’s  being  brought  to  Bed  of  a 
tbur  bom.  Son  this  Year,  on  the  20th  of  September,  con¬ 
tributed  ftill  more  to  his  Eftablifhment  •,  the 
young  Prince  was  nam’d  Arthur ,  infinuating 
thereby,  that  he  was  defcended  from  the  fa¬ 
mous  Britifh  Monarch  of  that  Name,  the 
King  being  himfelf  of  Weljb  Extradion,  viz. 
the  Grandfon  of  Owen  Tudor ,  by  Katherine 
Queen  Dowager  of  Henry  VI.  This  Year 
Dr  .More-  the  See  of  Canterbury  becoming  vacant  by  the 
tm  made  I3eath  of  Cardinal  Bourchier ,  Dr.  Moreton 
fhoptf  Bifhop  °E  Ely,  the  King’s  favourite  Billaop, 

Canterbury  fucceeded  him. 

The  icing  TheKing  looking  upon  himfelf  now  to  be  fo 
difcounte-  firmly  fettled  in  his  Throne,  that  he  might 
nancre  the  jncjujge  pjg  own  Humour  in  the  Difpofal  of 

/0‘ Jfis’  Places  of  Profit  and  Truft,  fhew’d  an  appa¬ 
rent  Partiality  to  the  Lancaftrian  Intereft, 
and  difcountenanc’d  the  Torkifis ,  who  were 
by  far  the  greateft  part  of  the  Nation,  nay 
he  ftill  deferr’d  the  Coronation  of  the  Queen, 
tho’  llie  had  brought  him  a  Son,  leatt  he 
fhould  be  thought  to  Reign  in  her  Right, 
who  was  Heirefs  of  the  Houfe  of  York.  It 
was  currently  reported  alfo,  that  he  intended 
to  deftroy  the  young  Earl  of  Warwick ,  Son 
of  the  Duke  of  Clarence ,  who  was  a  Prifoner 
in  the  Tower,  becaufe  he  was  of  the  fame 
Family,  which  very  much  alienated  the 
Hearts  of  the  King’s  Subjeds  from  him. 
About  the  fame  time  there  was  a  Rumour, 
tha t  Edward  V.  or  his  Brother  the  Duke  of 
York ,  were  ftill  alive.  While 


HENRY  VII.  3l9 

While""" the  Government  was  diftradted  by  ri.D.i 4§6 
thefe  various  Reports,  one  Richard  Simon,  a  j  'zHen  I 
Member  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford ,  having 
among  his  Pupils,  a  beautiful  Lad  of  a  Ma-  An Infor- 
jeftick  Mien,  "and  capable  of  receiving  any  rcftiotMa- 
Impreffions,  he  look’d  upon  him  to  be  a  ve-  “edne^». 
ry  proper  Inftrument,  to  perfonate  the  Duke  „/  the 
of  York ,  and  either  out  of  Hatred  to  the  counterfeit 
King-,  or  in  hopes  of  advancing  his  own  For-  Earl  of 
tunes,  propos’d  to  let  him  up  againlt  Henry. 

Fie  communicated  this  Defign  to  fome  of  the 
Fleadsof  the  lorkifu,  by  whofe  Affiftance  he 
inftrudted  young  Smnel ,  who  was  but  the 
Son  of  a  Baker,  in  all  fuch  Fadts  as  might 
induce  the  People  to  believe  he  really  was  the 
Prince  he  perforated  i  but  while  they  were 
bufy  in  inftrudting  him  to  play  the  Duke  of 
York ,  a  Rumour  being  fpread,  that  the  Earl 
of  Warwick  had  made  his  Efcape  out  of  the 
Tower,  at  which  the  People  feem’d  over¬ 
joy’d,  Simon  and  his  Adherents,  alter’d  their 
Original  Defign,  and  thought  fit  to  call  their 
Pupil,  Earl  of  Warwick. 

The  King  not  having  yet  made  any  Alte¬ 
ration  in  the  Government  of  Ireland ,  and  that 
Country  being  extremely  devoted  to  the 
Houfe  of  York ,  it  was  thought  proper  that 
Simon ,  and  the  Counterfeit  Earl  of  Warwick , 
fliould  firft  make  their  Appearance  there*, 
and,  it  feems,  Simnel  was  fo  well  inftrudted 
to  adt  his  part,  that  Fitz-Gerald  the  Deputy 
really  took  him  for  the  Nobleman  he  perlo- 
nated,  gave  him  the  Caftle  of  Dublin  for  his 
Refidence,  and  fhordy  after  proclaim’d  him  Simnel 
King,  all  Ireland  fubmitting  to  Simnel  as  proclaim'd 
their  Sovereign. 

King  Henry  concluding  that  his  Mother- 
in-Law,  the  Queen  Dowager,  was  ar  the 

bottom 


* 
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-^.1486  bottom  of  this  Plot,  order’d  her  to  be  appre- 
r ,,  1  hended,  and  made  Prifoner  in  the  Abby  of 

Bermondfey  in  Southwark ,  and  feiz’d  on  all 
K.  Henry  her  Lands  and  Revenues,  without  allowing 
imprifons  her  a  Legal  Trial,  and  ’tis  very  probable  he 
^S  n°tiier  not  Evidence  Efficient  to  convict  her  of 
Dowager!  t^ie  Confpiracy,  for  he  pretended  he  exercis’d 
this  Severity  towards  his  Mother,  on  Account 
of  her  delivering  up  her  Daughters  to  King 
Richard.  But  all  the  World  flood  amaz’d  at 
this  ingrateful  Profecution  of  his  Wife’s  Mo¬ 
ther,  who  had  in  reality  advanc’d  him  to  the 
Throne.  To  undeceive  the  People,  in  relation 
to  theEfcape  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick r,  theKing 
The  true  order’d  him  to  attend  at  a  folemnProceftion  to 
Earl  of  St.  Paul's, ,  where  all  the  Citizens  of  London 
fhewn'tcf  have  an  Opportunity  of  viewing  him. 

the  People.  At  which  time  feveral  Perfcns  of  Diftindtion, 
who  were  well  affedted  to  the  Houle  of  York, 
had  an  Opportunity  of  converfmg  freely  with 
the  Earl,  that  they  might  contribute  to  unde¬ 
ceive  the  People,  after  which  he  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  Tower  again.  However  the  IrifJ.i 
ftill  gave  out,  that  Simncl  was  the  real  Earl 
of  Warwick ,  and  the  Perfon  the  King  had 
expos’d  at  St.  Paul's,  a  Counterfeit.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  Son  of  John 
de  la  Pole  Earl  of  Suffolk ,  and  Elizabeth  Sifter 
of  the  two  laft  Kings  Edward  IV.  and  Ri¬ 
chard  III.  who  had  been  declar’d  Heir  to 
the  Crown  by  his  Uncle  King  Richard , 
made  his  Efcape  over  into  Plunders  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy ,  another  of  the 
late  King’s  Sifters,  who  had  at  this  time  the 
Education  of  the  Archduke  Philip  commit¬ 
ted  to  her,  and  was  obey’d  by  the  Flemmings 
during  his  Minority,  as  their  Sovereign. 


The  Earl 
of  Lincoln 
cfcapes  to 
Flanders. 


This 
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This  Princefs,  when  fhe  faw  how  King  A.D.ufiS 
Henry  endeavour’d  to  deprefs  the  Houfe  of 
Tork,  and  had  got  the  Crown  fettled  upon 
bimfelf  and  his  Ifllie,  to  the  Exclufion  of  the  Margaret 
Queen  her  Niece,  became  his  avow’d  Ene~  Dutchefs 
my,  and  readily  gave  Proteftion  to  all  the 
Englifh  Malecontents  •,  and  the  Ir'ifh  had  no  M.ifecon- 
fooner  proclaim’d  the  Earl  of  Warwick  King,  tents, 
but  flie  fent  them  a  Reinforcement  of  two 
thoufand  Hermans,  comma-tided  by  Colonel 
Martin  Swart ,  who  was  accompany’d  thither 
by  the  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  the  Lord  Lovel ,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Englifh  Malecontents  in  her 
Court.  - 

The  King  in  the  mean  time  a'ftembled  two  A.D.  1487 

Armies,  one  of  which  he  polled  on  the  Coafts  — - - - 

of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk ,  in  order  to  defend 
thofe  Counties  againft  an  Invafion  from  Flan -  K  fjemy 
dcrs ,'  and  the  other  in  the  Weft  of  England,  raife&two 
to  prevent  a  .Defcent  from  Ireland ,  and  in  the  Armies, 
beginning  of  the  Tear,  14.87,  he  vifited  the 
Sea-Coafts,  and  the  great  Towns  in  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk ,  to  fee  them  put  into  a  Condition 
to  renft  the  Enemy.  While  he  was  at  St. 
Edmondfbury,  he  heard  the  Marquis  of  Dor- 
fet  was  coming  to  him,  to  make  him  a  tender 
of  his  Service.  But  the  King  fufpedling  him 
to  be  -in  the  Intereft  of  his  Enemies  order’d 
the  Marquis  to  be  apprehended,  and  com¬ 
mitted'  to  the  Tower  of  London .  He  let  him 
know  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  Was  only  to 
prevent  his  being  drawn  into  a  Confpiracy, 
that  he  confin’d  him  for  the  prefent  ;  and 
that  he  fhould  be  reftor’d  to  his  Liberty 
again,  as  foon  as  the  Kingdom  was  reduc’d 
to  a  fettled  State. 

While  Henry  was  taking  Meafures  for  the 
Defence  of  England,  fhe  Earl  of  Lincoln , 

Vol.  XVIII,  Tt  and 
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A.D.ufi-j  and  the  Malecontents  in  Ireland ,  caus’d  Sim- 
'jrHen-'  nel,  ,the  pretended  King,  to  be  Crown’d  at 
•  Dublin ,  making  ufe  of  a  Crown  they  took 

Simnel  from  one  of  the  Images  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
crown’d  m  for  that  Purpofe.  After  which  they  ventur’d 
LsnTs  in  to  em^ark  for  England ,  and  landed  in  Lan- 
Ivgland.  c aJhire ,  where  being  join’d  by  Sir  Robert 
Broughton ,  they  advanc’d  towards  York ,  ex¬ 
pediting  to  be  join’d  by  the  Country  in  their 
March  *,  but  no  Body  came  in  to  them,  ex¬ 
cept  Sir  Robert  Broughton  already  mention’d., 
and  his  Party.  The  Englijh  were  convinc’d 
©f  the  Impofture,  and  did  not  care  to  hazard 
their  Lives  in  an  Enterprize,  which  they  were 
not  fatisfied  in  the  Juftice  of,  and  from  the 
Succefs  of  which  they  could  difcern  no  Ad¬ 
vantage  like  to  accrue,  either  to  the  Yorkifls 
or  the  Kingdom.  Tho’  poflibly,  had  they 
been  acquainted  with  the  Bottom  of  the  De- 
fign,  which  was  to  advance  either  the  true 
Earl  of  Warwick ,  or  the  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  to 
the  Throne,  the  People  would  have  efpous’d 
the  Caufe  more  heartily. 

The  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  who  commanded  the 
Maleconten  ts,  finding  that  his  Army  was  rather 
like  to  diminifh  than  increafe,  alter’d  his  firft 
Defign  of  going  to  York ,  and  determin’d  to 
give  the  King  Battel,  who  was  advanc’d  as 
far  as  Nottingham ,  -and  accordingly  the  Earl 
order’d  a  Detatchment  of  his  Forces  to  take 
PofTefiion  of  Newark ,  that  he  might  com¬ 
mand  a  PafTage  over  the  Yrent ;  but  the  King 
prevented  him,  by  encamping  between  the 
Malecontents  and  Newark.  The  Earl  of 
Lincoln  finding  the  King’s  Army  to  be  fifteen 
or  fixteen  thoufand  ftrong,  and  his  own  not 
above  half  that  Number,  made  choice  of  a 
Spot  of  Ground  to  engage  in,  where  he  could 
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not  be  furrounded,  and  which  was  fo  narrow, 

that  the  King  could  not  extend  his  Front  be-  fiTfiffif* 

yond  that  of  the  Malecontents.  However, 

Henry  relying  upon  the  Superiority  of  his 
Troops,  having  drawn  up  his  Army  in  three 
Lines,  attack’d  him  in  this  Situation.  The 
Germans  and  Irifio  defended  themfelves  brave-  The  Battel 
ly  for  three  Hours,  againft  the  King’s  firfl  of  Stoke> 
Line,  but  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  and  Colonel 
Swart  being  kill’d,  with  molt  of  the  Germans , 
the  Irijh  turn’d  their  Backs  and  fled.  The 
Lord  Lovel  alfo  is  fuppos’d  to  have  died  in 
the  Field,  or  to  have  been  drown’d  in  the 
V rent,  for  he  was  never  heard  of  more.  This 
Battel  was  fought  on  the  6th  of  June ,  near 
the  Village  of  Stoke  in  Nottinghamjhire.  Sim- 
nel  and  his  Tutor  being  taken  Prifoners, 

S'tmnel  was  made  a  Turn-fpit  in  the  King’s 
Kitchen,  and  the  Prieft  was  committed  to 
Prifon  5  but  it  was  never  known  whether  he 
died  a  natural  Death,  or  by  the  Hands  of 
the  Executioner.  After  the  Battel  the  King 
went  to  York,  and  caus’d  great  Numbers  of 
People  to  be  apprehended  and  fin’d,  for  ha¬ 
ving  fpread  a  Report,  fome  little  time  before 
the  Battel,  that  the  Royalifts  were  routed. 

He  chofe ,  fays  Rapin ,  to  have  them  trfd  ly  Rapin  mi- 
Commijfioners  and  Courts  Martial ,  rather  than  ftaken  a* 
in  the  ufual  Courfe  of  JuJHce,  becaufe  in  Cafes  f° 
of  this  Nature ,  the  Laws  of  England  admit  of  jJartiai. 
tio  mean  between  Death  and  acquitting ,  and  the 
King  defied  neither  *,  his  foie  Aim  was  to  fill  his 
Coffers ,  and  therefore  tried  them  ly  Commijfioners 
and  Court  Martial. 

This  Remark  of  Mr.  Rapin* s,  I  believe, 
will  not  be  eafily  underftood,  unlefs  fome  of 
his  Friends  will  pleafe  to  explain  it  *,  for  if 
the  Learned  in  the  Law  inform  me  right, 

T  %  z  the 
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J.d. i\%7  the  Law  is  the  fame,  whether  a  Prifoner  be 

■ - ; —  tried  by  fpecial  Commiflioners  of  Oyer  and’ 

Terminer,  °t  at  the  Affizes,  as  to  their  Pu¬ 
nishment ;  and  if  a  Rebel  be  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial,  he  does  not  forfeit  his  Eftate,  tho’ 
he  be  convidfed  and' executed.  But  had  thofe 
Delinquents  been  condemn’d  in  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  Jufticefor  High-Treafon,  and  their 
Lands  forfeited,  I  can’t  fee  why  the  King 
could  not  have  pardon’d  them  their  Lives, 
and  taken  the  whole  or  part  of  their  Eftates, 
as  he  faw  fit ",  or  he  might  have  order’d  them 
to  have  been  profecuted  for  Mifprifion,  and 
then  their  Lives  would  have  been  fecur’d, 
and  the  King  would  have  had  their  Eftates'; 
but  Courts-Martial  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Criminial’s  Eftate,  when  they  have  con- 
vidted  him.  Henry  VII.  might  be  as  cove¬ 
tous  as  Rapin  reprefents;  him,  but  that  Wri¬ 
ter  was  certainly  guilty  of  a  grofs  Miftake, 
when  he  tells  us,  he  order’d  the  Malecontents 
to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  in  order  ta 
get  them  fin’d,  or  their  Eftates  confifcated, 
becaufe  a  Man  forfeits  nothing  cn  a  Convic¬ 
tion  by  a  Court-Martial.  And  as  the  Fadt 
in  this  Cafe  is  falfe,  as  in  many  others,  ail 
his  pretty  Remarks  upon  this  Occafion  mutt 
fall  to  the  Ground  with  it.  See  the  8vo.  Edi¬ 
tion  of  the' Tranflation  of  Rapin ,  Vob  VI. 
297,298.  " 

gar.ttvia-  The  King  obtained  a  Bull  from  Rome  about 
neS  regu-  this  time  for  the  Regulation  of  Sandtuaries, 
feted.  where  Offenders  of  all  kinds  were  hitherto 
fkreen’d  from  Juftice.  This  Bull  declar’d, 
that  if  any  Murderers  or  Felons,  who  had 
been  regifter’d  for  Sandtuary  Men,  fhould 
leave  their  Sandt’uary  and  commit  frefh 
Crimes,  and  then  return  to  the  Sapdtuary 

‘  ^  again. 
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again,  they  might  be  taken  from  thence,  by  ^0.1487 

the  Civil  Magiftrate.  It  ordain’d  alio,  that  — - 

Debtors,  who  had  taken  Sanftuary  to  defraud 
their  Creditors,  ihould  be  protected  only  in 
their  Perfon's,  and  that  thejr  Goods,  out  of 
Sandtuary,  Ihould  be  liabje  to  be  feiz’d  by 
their  Creditors.  And  phe  Ring  y/as  allow’d 
to  appoint  Keeper^  to  prevent  the  Efcape  of 
any  that  Ihould  take  Sanctuary  for  High- 
Treafon.  And  now  the  King  being  made 
fenfible  that  his  Prejudice  to  the  Houfe  of 
York,  “"and  particularly  that  the  Slights  he  had 
put  upqh  th?  Queen,  were  the  Occafion  of 
the  late  Difturbances  in  order  to  prevent 
Jnfurredtions  for  the  future,  he  did,  with  a 
very  ill  Grace,  and  abundance  of  Relqdtance, 
caufe  the  Queen  to  be  crown’d  at  Wejlminfter , 

©n  the  35  th  of  November,  which  was  about  Qileen 
two  Years  after  his  Acceflion.  Pie  alfo  fetcrownd' 
the  Marquis  of  Dorfet,  the  Queen’s  Brother, 
at  Liberty,  to  ingratiatp  hiiqfelf  with  the 
People; 

*  The  Duke  of.  Bretagne  and  his  Nobility 
being  at  Variance  at  this  time,  the  French 
King,  who  had  long  fix’d  his  Eyes  upon  that 
Province,  in  order  to  unite  it  to  jus  Domi¬ 
nions,  fentanArmy  to  thg^ffiftance  of  the 
Malecontents, 1  and'  poflefs’d  Ipmfelf^of  fe-  Tht-Feni 
yeral  confiderable  Towns.  Whereupon  the  yh, 
Duke  of  Bretagne  fent  to  demand  a  Rein-  tagnc, 
jforcemept  of  Troops  of  King  Henry,  rep  re  ■ 
fenting  the  Services  he  had  done  hup,  in  al- 
fifting  him  to  mount  the  Throne  o i'  England,  j 
nor  did  he  fail  to  remind  him  of  the  ill  Con- 
fequence  it  mull  be  to  England,  to  let  Bre  ■ 
tagne  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  French.  But 
Charles  fending  an  Embalfy  to  Flenry  at  the 
fame  $ime,  and  (hewing  that  he  was  much 
•  '  '  ’  more 
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more  oblig’d  to  France  for  his  Succefs  in 
England ,  than  to  fhe  Duke  •,  and  that  the 
Duke  was  in  reality  the  Aggreffor*  by  gi¬ 
ving  Protedion  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans ,  and 
feveral  other  Malecontents  :  King  Henry , 
inftead  of  aflifting  either  of  them,  offer’d  his 
Mediation,  which  the  French  King  pretended 
he  was  ready  to  accept,  but  ftill  went  on  with 
his  Conquefts  in  Bretagne ,  infomuch  that  the 
whole  Province  was  in  Danger  of  being  loft, 
if  the  Nobility,  who  dreaded  coming  under 
the  French  Yoke,  had  not  in  that  Inftanc  re¬ 
concil’d  themfelves  to  the  Duke,  and  oppos’d 
the  Progrefs  of  the  French.  The  Lord  Wood~ 
vile.  Uncle  to  the  Queen  of  England ,  about 
the  fame  time  went  with  four  hundred  brave 
Voluntiers  to  the  Afftftance  of  the  Duke  of 
Bretagne ,  tho’  King  Henry  abfolutely  refus’d 
to  give  him  leave  to  carry  over  that  Rein¬ 
forcement,  being  very  cautious  of  difobliging 
either  the  French  King  or  the  Duke  of  Bre¬ 
tagne,  leaft  they  fhould  affift  the  Malecon¬ 
tents  in  England ,  which  he  knew  were  ftill 
very  numerous. 

However  the  King  look’d  upon  the  War 
in  Bretagne  as  an  excellent  Pretence  to  draw 
Money  from  his  Subjects,,  having  affembled  a 
Parliament  therefore  on  the  9th  of  November „ 
the  Archbifnop  of  Canterbury ,  then  Lord 
Chancellor,  open’d  it  with  a  Speech,  where¬ 
in  he  told  them,  that  his  Highnefs  was  fo. 
fenfible  of  their  Affedion  for  him,  that  he 
had  determin’d  to  do  nothing  without  their 
Advice  ;  that  the  French  King,  who  was  now 
attacking  the  Province  of  Bretagne ,  had  re¬ 
presented  to  him,  that  he  had  no  other  Defign 
in  that  Expedition,  than  to  oblige  the  Duke 
©f  Bretagne  to  deliver  up  the  Duke  of  Orleans s 
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and  other  Malecontents,  but  it  was  to  be 
fufpefted  he  had  other  Views.  That  the  King  ~~~ — 
bad  offer’d  his  Mediation,  which  tho’  the 
French  King  accepted,  yet  he  refus’d  to  dif- 
continue  the  War,  and  there  was  Reafon  to 
'fear  that  the  Province  would  be  loft,  if  the 
‘Duke  was  not  timely  affifted  ;  he  defir’d  their 
Advice  therefore,  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  fend  over  a  Reinforcement  of 
Troops  to  Bretagne ,  and  to  enter  into  a  De-^ 
fen  five  Alliance  with  the  Duke  againft  France. 
Whereupon  the  Parliament,  knowing  the 
Importance  of  preventing  Bretagne’s  being 
annex’d  to  the  Crown  of  France ,  addrefs’d 
the  King  to  raife  a  fufficient  Force  to  protedf 
•that  Province,  and  granted  him  fuitable 
Supplies.  But  the  King  rais’d  no  Troops, 
he  put  the  Money  in  his  Pocket,  and  only  pnts 
continu’d  his  Mediation  between  the  two  the  Sup- 
Powers,  which  the  French  King  very  little  Plies  in 
regarded,  tho’  he  gave  Henry  very  good  poc^et‘ 
Words,  to  prevail  on  him  to  ftand  Neuter, 
for  which  the  King  of  England  had  a  double 
Reafon,  viz .  to  heap  up  a  Sum  of  Money, 
as  has  been  intimated  already,  and  becaufe 
he  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  provoke  the  French 
King,  while  he  had  fo  many  Enemies  at 
Home.  And  thus  the  Welfare  of  the  King¬ 
dom  was  facriflc’d  to  the  King’s  private 
Intereft. 

The  Duke  being  unable  to  refift  the  Arms  ^2)  14.88 
of  France ,  now  he  was  forfaken  by  England ,  -  -  '  4 
fent  an  Embaffy  to  Charles  the  French  King,  A.^Heny. 
to  beg  a  Peace  ;  but  Charles  having  con- 
|  chided  a  Truce  with  Henry ^  went  on  with  oWre/aw 
his  Conquefts,  and  would  hear  of  no  Terms  begs  a 
of  Accommodation.  In  this  Diftrefs  the  Bre-*P™Q(t  oi 
tons  determin’d  to  make  one  great  Effort  to 

preferve  in  vain. 
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preferve  their  Country  ;  and  having  affembled 
all  the  Forces  they  could  draw  together, 
march’d  to  the  Relief  of  St.  Jubin,  which  was 
befieg’d  by  the  French.  As  they  approach’d 
the  Town  on  the  28th  of  July,  the  French 
General  De  la  Tremoville  met  the  Bretons  Ar¬ 
my,  and  gave  them  Battel.  The  Bretons  loft, 
fix  or  feven  thoufand  Men,  and  were  entirely 
defeated  ;  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  the  Prince 
of  Orange  were  made  Prifoners  ;  and  the  Lord 
Woodvile ,  and  almoft  all  the  Englijh  he  carried 
over  with  him,  kill’d,  d  hey  did  not  amount 
indeed  to  above  four  hundred  Men  ;  but  the 
Bretons  had  cloath’d  fifteen  hundred  of  their 
own  Troops  in  the  fame  Livery  that  Day,  to 
render  them  the  more  terrible  to  their  Ene¬ 
mies.  .  ' 

In  the  mean  time  Henry  was  levying  the 
Tax  with  the  utm'oft  Rigour  in  England 
which  had  been  given  him  to  fu'pport  the 
Duke  of  Bretagne  ;  tho’  he  was  fo  far  from  ap¬ 
plying  it  to  the  Ufe  it  was  granted,  that  he 
actually  abandon’d  the  Duke,  and  fign  d  a 
Truce  with  France ,  as  has  been  obferv’d  al¬ 
ready.  The  People  finding  their  Money  thus 
notorioufly  mifapply’d,  began  to  murmur, 
and  even  refus’d  the  Payment  of  the  Tax, 
particularly  in  the  Counties  of  2drk  and  Our^ 
ham ,  where  the  Collectors  were  forc’d  to  de¬ 
mand  the  Protection  of  the  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland  to  enable  them  to  go  on  with  their 
Levies.  The  Earl  thereupon  wrote  to  Court 
to  know  how  he  ihould  proceed  agai'nft  thofe 
who  refus’d  the  Tax  ;  the  King  anfwer’d,  he 
would  not  abate  one  Penny  of  what  the  Par¬ 
liament  had  given,  which  the  Earl  having 
communicated  to  the  Country,  the  Populace 
imagining  lie  had  advis’d  the  King  to  return 
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this  rough  Anfwer,  broke  into  the  Earl’s  d.D.  1488 
Houfe  and  murder’d  him,  with  feveral  of  his 
Servants.  And  as  this  part  of  the  Country 
was  more  devoted  to  the  Houfe  of  York  than  The  Earl 
any  other,  the  Malecontents  foon  encreas’d  Yor- 
their  Numbers  very  confiderably  ;  and  by  the  thu™ber- 
Advice  of  John  a  Chamber ,  one  ot  the  moil 
popular  Men  amongft  them,  perfuaded  Sir 
John  Egremond  to  be  their  General.  After 
which  they  began  their  March  towards  Lon¬ 
don. ,  determining,  as  they  gave  out,  to  de¬ 
prive  King  Henry  of  his  Crown  ;  but  the  Earl 
of  Surry ,  whom  the  King  had  fet  at  Liberty 
and  made  General  of  his  Army,  meeting  with 
the  Malecontents  before  they  had  advanc’d 
far,  gave  them  Battel  and  defeated  them,  and  TheMaie- 
Egretnond  their  Commander  made  his  Efcape  contents  , 
into  Flanders  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy.  <lefcated“ 
The  King  was  marching  with  a  Body  of 
Troops  towards  York  when  he  receiv’d  the 
News  of  the  Victory,  and  continuing  his 
March  to  that  City,  he  caus’d  John  a  Chamber 
to  be  hang’d  upon  a  Gallows  of  an  unufual 


upon 


Height,  and  twelve  more  of  the  principal 
Mutineers  on  others  lomething  lower  round 
about  him.  After  which  the  King  having 
conftituted  the  Earl  of  Surry  Prefident  of  the 
North,  and  order’d  the  Tax  to  be  levy’d 
without  any  Abatement,  return’d  to  London , 
where  finding  the  Murmurs  of  the  People  en- 
creafe  at  his  fuffering  Bretagne  to  be  fwallow’d 
up  by  the  French  King,  he  declar’d  his  Rcfo- 
lution  of  fending  a  powerful  Army  to  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  that  Duke  ;  which  had  fuch  an  Ef¬ 
fect  on  Charles  the  French  King,  chat  he  im¬ 
mediately  ftruck  up  a  Peace  with  the  Duke, 
whereby  he  was  to  remain  in  Pofieffion  of  the  A  peacc 
Places  he  had  taken.  On  the  ninth  of  Stf. 

V  o  l.  XVill,  U  u  tember  Bretagne 
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jfD.1488  teniber  following  the  Duke  died,  being  fuc- 
““  "  ceeded  by  Anne  his  eldeft  Daughter,  then  a- 

bout  twelve  Years  of  Age.  The  Marfhal 
^heDuke  Rieux  was  appointed  her  Guardian  i  but  Phi¬ 
al  Bretagne  lip  de  Montauban,  Chancellor  of  Bretagne,  got 
dies,  and  t^e  y0ung  Dutchefs  into  his  Power,  together 
b^his^  VV*I:^  t,ne  Admin iftration  of  the  Government, 
Daughter  which  occafion’d  two  Factions  among  the  Bre- 
Anne.  tons ,  and  turn’d  very  much  to  their  Prejudice. 

King  Henry  however  declar’d  he  would  take 
the  young  Dutchefs  of  Bretagne  under  his 
Protection,  and  began  not  only  to  levy  Troops 
but  to  form  Alliances  with  Spain ,  Portugal , 
and  the  King  of  the  Romans ,  in  order  to  carry 
the  War  into  France.  And  by  a  Treaty  con- 
J.D.  1489  eluded  with  the  Dutchefs  the  10th  of  February 
— — — ~  1489,  it  was  agreed,  that  England  and  Bre- 
taSne  fhould  mutually  affift  each  other  in  cafe 
^Qh/be-  either  of  them  was  attack’d.  That  if  the 
tweenis»g-  King  fhould  attempt  the  Recovery  of  Gui- 
had  and  enne  or  Normandy,  the  Dutchefs  fhould  affift 
Bretagne.  ro  tpe  utmoft  of  her  Power.  And  on 

the  other  hand,  the  King  was  oblig’d  to 
affift  that  Princefs  in  the  Recovery  of  that 
part  of  her  Territories  which  France 
had  feiz’d,  and  fend  over  fix  thoufand 
Men  into  Bretagne  for  that  purpofe,  the 
Dutchefs  repaying  all  the  Expences  the  King 
fhould  be  at  in  maintaining  thofe  Troops, 
and  tranfporting  them  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  •,  for  the  Security  whereof  the  Dutchefs 
was  to  deliver  into  the  King’s  Hands  two 
cautionary  Towns:  But  if  the  King  carried 
the  War  into  France  for  the  Recovery  of  his 
own  Dominions,  and  was  affifted  by  the  Dut¬ 
chefs  in  that  Enterprize,  her  Charges  were  to 
be  born  by  the  King,  and  deducted  out  of 
the  Money  fhe  was  to  pay  Henry.  That  the 
Dutchefs  fhould  fwear  not  to  demand  the 

cautionary 
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cautionary  Towns  till  the  whole  Debt  due 
to  King  Henry  for  his  Afiiftance  was  paid. 
And  that  fhe  would  not  enter  into  any  Con- 
trad  of  Marriage,  or  any  Treaty  whatever, 
without  the  King’s  Confent. 

In  Purfuance  of  this  Treaty,  fix  thoufand 
Englijh  landed  in  Bretagne  in  the  Month  of 
March  and  the  French  King  apprehending 
that  they  would  be  follow’d  by  more,  and 
that  an  Alliance  was  forming  againft  him  by 
the  Princes  of  Europe ,  fraudulently  offer’d  to 
refer  all  Differences  between  him  and  the 
Dutchefs  of  Bretagne  to  Maximilian  King  of 
the  Romans  •,  which  being  agreed  to  on  the 
part  of  the  Dutchefs,  an  Award  was  made  by 
Maximilian ,  That  Charles  fhould  reftore  all 
the  Places  he  had  taken  in  Bretagne ,  except 
Hinant ,  St.  Aulnn ,  Fongeres ,  and  St.  Malo , 
which  were  to  be  put  into  the  Hands  of  Maxi¬ 
milian  and  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  till  all  Matters 
were  adjufted  :  And  as  Charles  agreed  that  the 
French  Troops  fhould  evacuate  Bretagne ,  fo 
the  Dutchefs  confented  that  the  Englijh  fhould 
be  fent  home.  And  this  laft  Article,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  fending  back  the  Englijh ,  -was  im¬ 
mediately  executed,  only  the  five  hundred 
Men  that  were  to  garrilon  the  two  cautionary 
Towns  were  left  behind,  which  gave  Charles 
Occafion  to  infill:  that  the  Treaty,  in  relation 
to  the  Englijh  Troops  evacuating  the  Coun¬ 
try,  was  not  duly  obferv’d,  and  therefore  he 
refus’d  to  fulfil  his  part,  namely,  to  with¬ 
draw  his  Forces  out  of  Bretagne  •,  fo  that  the 
Dutchefs  was  in  Effect  left  to  the  Mercy  of 
her  Enemies. 

While  things  were  in  this  ftate,  a  Treaty 
of  Marriage  was  fet  on  Foot  between  Maxi¬ 
milian  King  of  the  Romans ,  and  Anne  Dutchefs 

U  u  2  of 
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J.D.14&9  of  Bretagne ,  and  carried  on  with  extreme  Pri- 
vicy,  neither  the  French  King  nor  the  King  of 
England  being  acquainted  with  it.  The 
Prince  of  NaJJdu ,  Maximilian’s  Ambaffador, 
concluded  the  Contract  fqr  his  Mailer,  and 
afterwards,  as  his  Proxy,  married  the  Prin- 
cel's,  who  being  laid  in  Bed  the  fame  Evening, 
Prince  Najfau  put  his  naked  Leg  into  the 
Bed,  which  was  intended  to  render  the  Match 
as  indiffolvable  as  actual  Confummation.  This 
is  the  firft  time  v,re  meet  with  any  Ceremony 
of  that  kind  in  the  Marriages  of  Princes, 
tho’  at  this  Day  it  is  very  common. 

KJng  0r  The  Nobility  of  Scotland  having  taken  up 
Scots  loll’d .  Arms  againfl  their  Sovereign  Ydmgjames  III, 
he  was  kill’d  by  them  in  a  Battel  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Year,  and  fucceeded  by  his  Son 
"James  IV.  who  was  then  about  fifteen  Years 
of  Age. 

^.£>.1490  As  the  Court  of  Bretagne  were  very  fenfible 

- - -  that  the  War  would  be  renew'd  by  France  as 

J.eHcn.-j  pQOn  as  evcr  jt  fhould  be  difcover’d  that  the 
Dutchefs  had  married  the  King  of  th zRomans% 
they  fent  to  King  Henry  to  demand  frefh 
Succours-,  but  lie  not  being  acquainted  with 
the  bottom  of  the  Matter,  contented  himfelf 


with  fending  an  Em  bally  to  Charles  to  offer 
his  Mediation  again  between  him  and  the 
Dutchefs.  The  Ambaffadors  alfo  had  Or¬ 
ders  to  demand  the  Arrears  of  the  Tribute 
which  Lewis  XI.  had  agreed  to  pay  to  the 
Kings  of  England  by  the  Treaty  of  Pe- 
quigny ,  which  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
jtenry aflifo  twenty-five  thoufand  Crowns :  But  the  French 
Flaximi-  King  fending  Reinforcements  to  the  Male- 
tmn  m  ^  contents  in  Flanders ,  as  the  King  of  England 
■  '  ‘ did  to  Maximilian  their  Sovereign,  that  T reaty 

was  interrupted,  and  King  Henry  feem’d  to 

think 
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think  of  a  War  with  France  in  good  earned  •, 
for  he  concluded  an  Alliance  witli  Maximilian 
for  their  mutual  Defence,  and  enter’d  into  a 
Treaty  alfo  with  the  King  of  Spain,  whereby 
both  Princes  oblig’d  themfelves  to  make  War 
on  France,  until  RonfJUlon  was  redor’d  to  Spain , 
and  Guienne  and  Normandy  to  England.  A 
Match  was  alfo  agreed  on  between  Prince 
Arthur,  King  Henry’s  elded  Son,  and  the  In¬ 
fanta,  Daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifahella, 
King  and  Queen  of  Spain,  as  foon  as  the 
Prince  fliould  arrive  at  the  Age  of  fourteen, 
and  the  Princels  to  that  of  twelve. 

Charles  was  a  little  alarm’d  at  the  Confe¬ 
deracy  that  he  found  was  forming  againd 
him  •,  and  yet  he  faw  no  Preparations  making 
by  England  or  any  other  Power  that  had  en¬ 
ter’d  into  it.  In  this  Uncertainty  he  deter¬ 
min’d  to  fend  an  Embafly  to  King  Henry  to 
difcover  his  real  Intentions.  The  AmbafTa- 
dors  being  arriv’d  at  London,  and  having  paid 
their  Maker’s  Compliments  at  their  Audience, 
Bifhop  Fox  and  fome  others  of  the  King’s 
Council  were  order’d  to  treat  with  them. 

At  the  fird  Conference,  one  of  the  Ambaf- 
fadors  (the  Prior  of  the  Trinity)  made  a  long 
elaborate  Harangue,  wherein  he  acquaints  the 
Englijh  Commidioners,  that  their  Maker, 
the  greateft  Monarch  that  ever  reign’d  in 
France  knee  Charlemain ,  thought  it  no  Dif- 
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paragement  to  his  Greatnefs  to  beg  a  Peace 
of  the  King  of  England ,  for  whom  he  had  an 
unlimited  Edeem  and  Arfeftion.  Nor  would 
he  conceal  another  Reafon  their  King  had  to 
defire  a  Peace  at  this  time,  which  was  his  In¬ 
tention  of  carrying  his  Arms  into  a  didant 
\  Country,  which  made  it  neceffary  that  he 
pi ou Id  leave  his  Kingdom  in  Peace  with  all 
^  *  the 
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the  neighbouring  Powers,  efpecially  with  the 
King  of  England, ,  the  moft  potent  Prince  in 
Europe.  He  remember’d  indeed,  that  in  af- 
fifting  their  refpedlive  Allies  in  Bretagne  and 
Flanders ,  their  Swords  had  fometimes  clafh’d 
but  it  did  not  follow  that  therefore  they 
fhould  become  Principals  in  the  War.  Then 
he  proceeded  to  fhew  his  Mailer’s  Right  to 
the  Kingdom  ot  Naples,  and  declar  d,  that 
after  he  had  poffefs’d  himfelf  of  that  King¬ 
dom,  he  defign’d  to  enter  into  a  War  with 
the  Turks,  whofe  Divifions  gave  him  great 
hopes  of  Succefs  ”,  and  as  this  Enterprize  was 
Intended  for  the  Honour  of  Chriftendom,  he 
was  not  alham’d  to  fue  for  Peace  to  all  the 
Princes  in  Europe ,  even  on  that  Account  » 
concluding,  that  as  his  Mailer  was  fuperior 
Lord  of  Bretagne ,  he  hop’d  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  would  not  oppofe  his  difpofing  of  the 
young  Dutchefs  of  Bretagne,  his  Ward,  in 
Marriage. 

The  Lords  of  the  Council  having  reported 
the  Subllance  of  the  French  Ambaffador’s 
Speech  to  the  King,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
after  fome  Deliberation,  was  order’d  to  return 
an  Anfwer  to  this  Effedl,  namely,  That  their 
Mailer’s  Adlions  would  bell  difcover  whether 
his  Affedlion  for  the  King  of  England  was 
fincere.  That  the  King  could  not  but  refent 
the  French  King’s  Conduft,  in  making  him 
Inftrumental  in  ruining  his  bell  Allies  the 
Bretons ;  and  as  to  the  Marriage  of  the  Dut- 
chels,  he  fhould  not  interpofe  in  it,  provided 
Charles  govern’d  himfelf  by  the  Laws  of  the 
Country,  and  not  by  thofe  of  the  Sword. 
That  notwithftanding  what  had  lately  pafs’d 
in  Bretagne  and  Flanders ,  he  fhould  not  abso¬ 
lutely  refufe  to  enter  into  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 

provided 
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provided  his  Right  to  Guienne  and  Normandy ,  AD.  1490 

and  his  Title  to  France ,  might  be  difcufs’d  at  - - 

the  lame  time.  As  to  Charles’s  Expedition 
to  Naples ,  the  King  of  England  wifh’d  him 
Succefs  in  it ;  and  if  he  fhould  afterwards 
carry  his  Arms  again!!  the  Turks,  the  King 
would  gladly  bear  a  Part  in  that  War. 

The  Ambafiadors,  furpriz’dat  the  demand 
of  the  Reflitution  of  the  Englijh  Dominions 
in  France,  anfwer’d,  That  they  did  not  doubt 
but  the  King  their  Mafter  would  be  able  to 
defend  his.  Title  to  the  Crown  of  France  *, 
nor  would  he  ever  confent  to  the  difmembering 
any  of  the  Provinces  of  that  Kingdom  from 
it.  To  which  it  was  replied.  The  King  ex- 
petted  no  other  Anfwer  but  he  fhould  imme¬ 
diately  fend  Ambafiadors  of  his  own  to  the 


French  King  to  explain  his  Intentions.  Then 
it  was  demanded  whether  the  French  King 
would  agree  to  have  the  Difpofal  of  the  Dut- 
chefs  of  Bretagne  in  Marriage,  with  an  Excep¬ 
tion,  that  he  fhould  not  marry  her  himfelf. 

To  which  the  Ambafiadors  anfwer’d,  That  it 
was  fo  far  from  their  Mafter’s  Thoughts,  that 
they  had  receiv’d  no  InftruCtions  about  it. 
Whereupon  all  the  Ambafiadors  were  dif- 
mifs’d  except  the  Prior,  who  ftill  refided  at 
the  Court  of  England  •,  and  in  February  fol¬ 
lowing  the  King  fent  over  the  Earl  of  Ormond , 
and  the  Prior  of  Canterbury ,  as  his  Amballa- 
dors  to  France. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Dutchefs  of  Bretagne  AD  Mgi 

communicated  her  Marriage  with  Maximilian  — - — 

to  King  Henry ,  defiring  fpeedy  Succours  a-  a  .7  Hen.?, 
gainft  the  French  King,  who  had  actually  be- 
fieg’d  her  in  the  City  of  Rennes ,  and  fhe  had  chefs  0f 
Reafon  to  apprehend  would  infallibly  make  Drstagv.c 
himfelf  Mafter  of  all  Bretagne  in  a  little  time,  dr;flre*K' 
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^•D.1491  if  fhe  was  not  reliev’d  ;  but  the  King  of 

— - England  ftill  neglecting  to  fend  any  Forces  to 

A- j^er  Afliftance,  King  Charles  found  means  to 
Whichhe  bribe  the  Dutchefs’s  Council,  who  took  Ad- 
neglefting  vantage  of  the  Diftrefs  fhe  was  in,  and  pre- 
fne marries  vail’d  on  that  Princefs  to  renounce  her  Mar- 
T-  riage  with  Maximilian  s<\  become  the  French 
France.  King’s  Queen,  by  which  means  the  Province 
of  Bretagne  became  united  to  the  Crown  of 
France ,  a  more  particular  Account  of  which 
Tranfadion  will  be  found  in  the  12th  Vol.  of 
Modern  Hiftory,  p.  67.  So  foon  as  Henry 
heard  of  the  "Match  between  King  Charles 
and  the  Dutchefs  of  Bretagne ,  he  recall’d  his 
Ambaftadors,  and  order’d  the  Prior  of  the 
Trinity,  who  ftill  remain’d  in  England ,  to 
return  to  France ,  declaring  he  would  loon  be 
King  Hen-  reVeng’d  for  the  perfidious  Condud  of  his 
FmTcT™  Matter  the  French  King.  Then  he  renew’d 
his  Alliances  with  Spain,  and  with  Maximilian 
Maximi-  King  of  the  Romans ,  who  was  ftill  more  en- 
oTth?mS  rag’d  than  King  Henry->  being  doubly  injur’d 
°Romlns,  by  Charles's  marrying  the  Dutchefs  •,  for  he 
doubly  in-  had  not  only  loft  his  Wife,  but  his  Daughter 
Jur’dby  Margaret ,  who  had  been  long  contraded  to 

chefeof"  the  French  King,  and  had  all  the  Reafon  in 
Bretagne' s  the  World  to  believe  herfelf  Queen  of  Francei 
Marriage,  was  by  that  Match  defeated  of  her  Expeda- 
The  Pope  t*°ns  an<^  ^ent  h°me  again.  And  yet  was  the 
ratifies  this  Pope  pleas’d  to  grant  a  Difpenfation  for  this  . 
adulterous  adulterous  Compad,  and  ratify  it,  diffolving 
Maceh.  tjie  Marriage  between  Maximilian  and  the 
Dutchefs  of  Bretagne ,  as  well  as  the  other  be¬ 
tween  King  Charles  and  Maximilian's  Daugh¬ 
ter,  to  make  way  for  this.  The  French  King 
had  afterwards  a  Son  and  two  Daughters  by 
this  Marriage,  but  they  all  dy’d  in  their  Cra¬ 
dles,  and  the  Crown  went  to  a  Collateral 

Branch 
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Branch  of  the  Royal  Family  ;  but  had  they 
furviv’d,  their  Legitimacy  might  juflly  have 
been  difputed,  notwithftanding  the  Pope’s 
Bull. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  following  Year 
Henry  call’d  a  Parliament,  which  he  open’d 
with  a  Speech,  wherein  he  told  them.  That 
being  about  to  enter  into  a  War  with  the 
French  Kihg  in  Perfo'n  for  the  Recovery  of 
his  Inheritance,  he  chofe  to  fpeak  to  them 
himfelf,  and  not  by  his  Chancellor,  as  ifpon 
dther  Occafions  :  That  Charles  troubled  the 
Chriftian  World ,  what  he  already  poifefs’d 
was  not  his  own,  and  yet  he  endeavour’d  to 
nfurp  ftill  more.  He  had  tez’dBretagne’,*  betted 
the  Rebels  in  Flanders ,  threatned  Italy,  and 
deny’d  to  pay  his  Tribute  to  England  •,  and 
ill  a  Word,  he  fought  for  War.  He  let  the 
Parliament  know  therefore  that  he  had  ‘deter¬ 
min’d  to  revive  his  Claim  to  the  Crown  of 
France ,  and  to  that  end  had  ftrengthen’d  him¬ 
felf  with  powerful  Alliances  •,  tho’  he  did  not 
doubt  but  England  was  able  to  bring  France 
to  Reafon  without  a  Second  ;  for  at  the  Bat¬ 
tels  of  Crejfy,  Potters,  and  Agencourt ,  Eng¬ 
land  was  victorious  without  the' Affiftance  of 
the  neighbouring  Powers.  That  it  v/as  only 
thro’  the  civil  Diflentions  of  the  Englijh  at 
home  that  France  had  been  loft ;  and  as  they 
were  now  in  full  Peace,  he  did  not  doubt  to 
recover  it  again.  He  defir’d  therefore  their 
Advice  and  Aid  in  this  important  Affair,  and 
particularly,  he  defir’d  that  the  Supplies  they 
gave  might  not  be  levy’d  on  the  pooreft  Peo¬ 
ple,  but  chiefly  on  thofe  who  were  like  to 
reap  the  greateft  Benefit  from  the  War  :  Nor 
did  he  doubt,  after  it  was  once  begun,  to  make 
it  pay  it  felf. 

Vo  t.  XVIII.  Xx  Not- 
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^.£>.1492  Notwithftanding  the  King  talk’d  in  this 
-  lofty  Strain  to  his  Parliament,  and  even 
7^*7  ro  ap  privy  Council  (except  Archbilhop 
TheKbg  Moreton  and  Biftiop  Fox ,  whom  he  let  into 
only  the  Secret;  my  Lord  Bacon  obferves  he  ne- 
fhreatem  ver  had  any  Intention  to  attempt  the  Reco- 
getMoney  very  of  France  ;  that  he  did  but  traffick  with 
of  his  Par-  the  War,  in  order  to  increale  his  Calh  ;  lor 
liament.  he  knew  that  France  was  united,  and  never 
more  powerful  than  at  that  time  ■,  that  the 
Scots  were  but  precarious  Friends  and  that 
neither  Spain  or  Maximilian ,  his  Allies,  were 
to  be  depended  on  \  nor  was  he  ignorant  of 
the  Numbers  ot  Malecontents  ftill  left  in  the 
Kingdom,  which  mull  render  a  foreign  War 
of  any  Duration  extremely  hazardous  to  him. 

That  his  real  Defign  therefore  was  by  a 
Show  of  War  to  fill  his  Coffers,  and  then  to 
put  an  End  to  it  without  blemifhing  his  Ho¬ 
nour.  That  noble  Writer  remarks  further, 
that  he  propos’d  to  make  a  Profit  both  Ways ; 
firft  by  the  Supplies  his  Subjects  fhou’d  raife 
to  carry  on  theWar  ■,  and  fecondly  by  compel¬ 
ling  hisEnemies  to  purchalePeace  :  He  pleas’d 
himfelf  with  the  Profpedl  that  the  Backward- 
nefs  of  his  Allies  in  furnilhing  their  refpe&ive 
Quota’s  wou’d  fufficiently  juftify  his  hearken¬ 
ing  to  Terms  of  Peace  whenever  he  thought 
fit  to  put  an  End  to  the  War. 

A  Supply  put  whatever  were  the  King’s  Views,  the 
granted  to  Parijament  believing  him  in  earned:  to 
on  People  endeavour  the  Recovery  of  all  or  part  of 
of  Condi-  France  at  leaff,  very  readily  agreed  to  grant 
pon  only .  a  Supply  to  be  leVy’d  on  People  of  Subftance, 
and  not  on  the  meaner  fort  of  People, 
as  the  King  had  defir’d  :  And  as  the  Nation 
were  fond  of  the  War  with  France ,  it  was 
believ’d  that  his  Majefty  wou’d  raife  more 

by 


HENRY  VIL 


359 


by  way  of  Benevolence,  or  voluntary  ^0.1492 
Contributions  from  private  People,  than  by  _  - 

any  Tax  whatever.  Thefe  Benevolences 
indeed  had  been  declar’d  great  Grievances  not 
many  Years  before,  and  an  Adi  of  Parliament 
pafs’d  in  the  preceding  Reign  againft  fuch 
Levies,  and  yet  were  they  now  reviv’d 
and  enforc’d  by  Statute,  and  rais’d  a  A  BeneV0- 
Sum  of  Money  anfwerable  to  the  Expectations  jence 
of  the  Court,  by  the  Management  of  Arch-  granted  by 
bifhop  Moreton ,  the  King’s  prime  Agent  in  A&ofPar- 
this  Affair  :  He  order’d  the  Collectors,  it liafnent* 
feems,  if  they  met  with  a  thrifty,  covetous 
Man,  to  reprefent  that  he  muff  certainly  have 
Money  by  him,  becaufe  he  fpent  none  ;  and 
to  thofe  who  liv’d  profufely,  they  were  to  in¬ 
fill  that  they  muff  needs  have  Money  by  the 
Figure  they  made  in  the  Word;  lo  that  it 
was  in  vain  to  make  Excufes  under  Pretence 
of  Inability. 

The  Flemmings  raifing  another  Rebellion  The  King 
this  Year  againft  the  Arch-Duke  Philip ,  Son  fends  the 
to  Maximilian,  King  Henry  lent  a  Fleet  of  ^hea 
Ships,  with  Land  Forces  on  board,  to  the  K.cUjnforce 
Affiftance  of  the  Arch-Duke,  who  recover’d  ment. 
Sluice  from  the  Malecontents,  tho’  they  were 
fijpported  by  the  French  King,  and  compell’d 
them  to  return  to  their  Duty.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Grand  Armament  againft  France 
went  on  in  England,  and  Henry  fent  Ambaffa- 
dors  to  Spain  and  the  King  of  the  Romans,  to 
have  their  Forces  in  Readinefs  to  invade  France 
at  the  fame  time  he  fhould  make  a  Defcent  in 
that  Kingdom;  and  having  concluded  a  Truce 
with  Scotland,  he  came  to  Sandwich ,  where 
•the  Army  was  order’d  to  embark  for  France 
the  lecond  of  October.  Here  he  conftituted 
his  eldeft  Son  Arthur  Prince  of  Wales  Guar- 
X  x  2  d.ian 
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j.p.i  492  dianof  the  Kingdom  •,  fori  ftiou’d  have  re- 
.  „mHj  member’d  that  he  had  another  Son  born  \n 
/■.AvSj  7une  this  Year,  who  afterwards  fucceeded  him 
Prince  m  the  Throne  ot  England  by  the  Name  of 
t¥mjborn.  Henry  VIII.  Some  of  the  Generals  reprefen  t- 
ing  to  the  King  when  he  embark’d,  that  it 
was  very  late  in  the  Year  to  begin  a  Cam¬ 
paign,  ’tjs  faid  he  anfwer’d,  he  fhoifd  make 
more  than  one  Campaign  of  it ;  he  did  not 
intend  to  return  till  he  had  conquer’d  France, 
and  therefore  it  was  no  matter  what  time  of 
the  Year  he  took  the  Field.  Before  the  King 
went  on  board  he  was  met  by  Ambaffadors 
from  King  (Sharks,  whp  made  him  |arge  Of¬ 
fers  to  lay  afide  the  Enterprise  (as  it  was  fup- 
pos’dj  but  as  he  expected 'to  make  better 
Terms  on  the  other  fide  the  Water,  he  fet 
Sail,  and  landed  his  Forces  the  fame  Day  at 
The  King  Calais, which  amounted  to  about  two  thoufand 
land5  at  Horfe,  and  five  and  twenty  thoufand  Foot. 
Laysfiege  march’d  and  invefted  the  Town  of  Bologne 
to  Bologn.  on  the  15th  of  October,  notwithfianding  he 
He  finds  receiv’d  Advice  on  his  Arrival  at  Calais ,  that 
his  Allies  Maximilian  wa§  engag’d  in  another Enterprize, 
anpiepar  cL  ancj  cou’j  gjve  fifin  no  Affiftance.  He  was  in¬ 
form’d  alio  that  Ferdinand  King  of  Spain , 
his  other  Ally,  had  made  Peace  with  King1 
Charles ,  upon  Condition  of  his  furrendring 
up  the  Province  of  Ranjfillon  to  Spain.  Being 
thus  deferted  by  his  Confederates,  he  ima¬ 
gin’d  he  had  a  very  good  Pretence  to  clap  up 
a  Peace :  Accordingly  he  order’d  Bifhop  Fox 
and  the  Lord  D’Aubigny,  Governor  of  Calais, 
to  treat  with  the  Marfhal  Defguerdes  and  other 
Ambaffadors  fent  to  him  by  the  French  King 
for  that  end,  and  within  the  fpace  of  eight 
Days  the  Treaty  was  brought  to  a  Conclufion, 
containing  feven  Articles,  the  principal  of 

which 
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which  were,  char  the  French  King  fhou’d  pay  ^£.1492 

the  King  of  England  the  Money  due  to  him  - — 

for  the  Afliftance  he  had  given  the  Dutchefs  7& 
ot  Bretagne  before  her  Marriage  with  Charles ,  ArtkleTof 
which  according  to  the  Erglijh  Ambaftadors  Peace  con- 
amounted  to  fix  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  eluded  bc- 
French  Crowns  of  Gold,  or  one  hundred  and  lTeeH 
twenty  four  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  ;  that 
he  fhou’d  alfo  pay  the  Arrears  of  the  Tribute  * 
of  fifty  thoufind  Crowns  per  Annum  agreed  to 
be  paid  by  Lewis  XI.  to  Ed.  IV.  and  hisSuc- 
ceffors,  Kings  of  England ,  which  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Crowns, 
and  in  this  Peace  the  King’s  Allies  were  to  be 
included.  But  before  King  Henry  wou’d  rati¬ 
fy  the  Articles,  he  call’d  a  Council  of  his  Ge¬ 
neral.  Officers,  to  demand  their  Advice,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  proper  to  accept  them;  and  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  having  been  debated  in  a  Council  of  War 
it  was  agreed  to  confirm  them  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  Reafons.  1.  Becaufe  the  Winter  was  far  The  Rea- 
advanc’d,  the  Nights  cold,  and  the  Weather 
bad,  and  their  Proyifions  that  were  to  come  %%  fer 
by  Sea  very  uncertain  in  that  Seafon.  2.  Be-  accepting' 
caufe  the  Sums  agreed  to  be  paid  by  France  them-  ’ 
were  larger  than  any  that  had  been  paid  to  the 
King’s  Predeceffors ;  and  the  Refulal  of 
an  advantageous  Peace  might  occafion  Dif- 
contents  in  England.  3.  That  the  King  of 
the  Romans  and  his  Son  the  Arch-Duke  Phi¬ 
lip,  wou’d  be  great  Gainers  by  this  Peace,  and 
it  wou’d  alfo  be  an  Advantage  to  the  Englijb 
Merchants,  fince  they  might  now  carry  on 
their  Trade  to  the  Low  Countries  without 
Hazard.  4.  That  the  King  being  dilappointed 
by  all  hisAllies,  and  under  a  Neceffity  of  car- 
rying  the  War  on  alone,  the  Cafe  was  very  much 
alter’d  fince  he  enter’d  upon  it?  and  he  cou’d 

incur 
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^.D.1492  incur  no  Cenfure  by  putting  an  End  to  the 
,yZ77~Z  War.  5.  That  his  Honour  cou’d  never  be 
call’d  in  Queftion,  feeing  he  had  offer’d  the 
Enemy  Battel  (which  they  refus’d)  and  after¬ 
wards  laid  fiege  to  Bologn .  6.  That  the  Peo¬ 

ple  of  England  wou’d  be  thankful  for  this 
Peace,  which  wou’d  put  an  End  to  their  Taxes, 
and  reftore  the  publick  Tranquility.  And 
laftly,  that  the  Town  of  Bologn  appear’d 
much  ftronger  than  it  was  reprefented,  and 
the  King  wou’d  be  in  danger  of  defhroying  his 
Army  before  it,  if  he  perfifted  in  it;  at  this 
Seafon,  and  perhaps  be  forc’d  to  rife  from  be¬ 
fore  it  with  Difgrace.  This  was  fign’d  by 
all  the  Members  of  the  Council  i  and  the 
King  pretending  to  be  govern’d  by  their  Ad¬ 
vice,  ratily’d  the  Treaty  on  the  third  of  No¬ 
vember ,  as  Charles  (who  was  then  at  Tours ) 
did  the  fixth  of  the  fame  Month. 

Befides theSums xhtFrenchKdng had ilipulated 
and  Gene-  to  pay  King  Henry,  there  was  fcarce  a  Mini- 
rak  brib'd  fterr  or  Officer  of  Diftindtion  in  the  Court 
by  the  Gf  England  or  the  Army,  but  had  a  fwinging 
confetuo  Bribe  in  Hand,  and  an  annual  Penfion  affign’d 
this Feace.  him  by  King  Charles ,  which  (Tays  the  Lord 
Bacon )  King  Henry  conniv’d  at,  either  to  fave 
his  own  Purfe,  or  that  the  great  Men  might 
(hare  the  Reproach  of  making  an  infamous 
Peace  with  him,  which  he  knew  the  People 
of  England  muft.  murmur  at.  However,  both 
Kings  had  their  Ends :  Charles  was  by  this 
Treaty  eftablifh’d  in  the  Poffeffion  of  Bretagne , 
and  at  Liberty  to  carry  his  Arms  into  Italy : 
Henry  on  the  other  Hand  repleniffi’d  hisTrea- 
fury,  and  was  at  leifure  to  defend  himfelf  a- 
gainft  his  difaffebted  Subjects,  that  he  was 
confcious  were  entring  into  a  frefh  Confpiracy 
againft  him.  Thofe  who  had  fold  or  more- 
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.gag’d  their  Eftates  to  attend  Henry  in  the^.Z>,i49i 

French  Wars  indeed  were  very  fevere  in - — 

;  their  Reflections  upon  him  :  Some  faid.  He  7&ilHen-3 
.  did  net  care  how  much  he  fleec’d  bis  Peo- 
pie,  fo  be  enrich’d  himfelf.  And  others 
i  were  merry  on  that  Expreflion  in  his 
Speech  to  the  Parliament  on  the  entring  on 
j  this  War,  viz.  That  after  the  War  was  once 
[  begun  he  did  not  doubt  but  to  make  it  -pay  it  felf-, 
[obferving,  that  he  had  punctually  kept 
\ lais  Word  in  relation  to  himfelf.  The  Kin^ 

:  having  rais’d  the  Siege  of  Bologn ,  return’d  to 
.  Calais ,  where  he  ftaid  fome  time,  and  wrote 
,  Letters  from  thence  to  the  City  of  London * 
boafting  of  the  advantageous  Terms  he  had 
.obtain’d  for  the  Nation;  and  about  the 
.Middle  of  Dee  ember  he  came  to  England . 

(Thus  this  covetous  King  fuffer’d  that  noble 
Province  of  Bretagne  to  be  fwallow’d  up  by 
(the  French ,  to  the  irreparable  Damage  of 
. England ,  for  this  prov’d  fuch  an  Addition 
of  Power  to  France  as  render’d  that  Kingdom 
i  formidable  to  us,  which  it  never  was  till 
j  then.  But  it  has  been  long  obferv’d,  that 
)  nothing  can  be  more  deftruCtive  to  Eng- 
■  land  than  for  the  King  and  his  Miniftcrs  to 
:  entertain  private  felfifh  Views,  oppofite  to 
:  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Nation :  They 
may  amufe  the  People  with  fpecious  Pre¬ 
sences  for  a  time,  but  their  ConduCt  fel- 
dom  fails  to  be  fet  in  a  true  Light  before 
,  many  Years  have  pafs’d  over  their  Heads. 

I  meet  with  little  elfe  remarkable  in  this 
Year,  unlefs  it  be  the  Attempt  of  Chriflo- 
pher  Columbus  the  Italian  to  difeover  the  Columbus 
;  New  World,  in  which  he  was  employ’d  by  difcovers 
•  Ferdinand  King  of  Spain  ;  an  A  ccount  where-  Jmrw*‘ 
of  will  be  found  in  the  fecond  Vol.  of  Mo- 
;  dern  Hiftory ,  p.  42.  j3ut 


544  History  of  England. 

./£!£>.  1493  But  notwithstanding  Shat  has  been  ob- 
.  &  .  ferv’d  of  King  Henry’s  covetous  Temper,  one 
Sreat  Inducement  to  his  clapping  up  a  Peace 
with  the  French  King,  was,  no  doubt,  the 
Confpiracy  that  he  underlhood  was  forming 
againft  him  at  that  time.  The.  Dutchefs  of 
Burgundy  had  long  given  out  that  Richard 
Duke  of  Fork  was  living,  and  had  concerted 
Meafures  with  the  Yorkijls  in  England ,  that 
A  Coun-  he,  or  the  Youth  that  was  to  perfonate  him, 
Duke  of  ^10u^  ITU-ke  his  Appearance  in  the  World 
York, ufual-  t^ie  I*ame  time  the  King  fhould  be  engaged 

ly  call’d  in  the  War  with  France.  The  Perfon  the 
Perkin,  Dutchefs  pitch'd  upon  to  adt  this  part,  if  we 
appears.  may  creciit  the  delation  publifh’d  by  the 
count  of  King,  was  one  Peter  Ofheck ;  ufually  call’d 
him.  Perkin  Warbeck ,  the  Son  of  John  OJbeck ,  a 
converted  Jew  of  Fournay ,  who  having  re¬ 
dded  fome  time  in  London ,  and  being  well 
known  to  King  Edward  IV.  that  Prince  was 
pleas’d  to  ftand  Godfather  to  this  Son,  and 
to  give  him  the  Name  of  Peter ,  who  prov’d 
z  Lad  of  that  admirable  Beauty  and  excel¬ 
lent  Parts,  that  it  was  fuppos’d  by  many,- 
Edward  IV.  was  really  his  Father.  OJbeck 
returning  to  Flanders  fome  Years  after,  his 
Son  chofe  to  refide  among  the  Englijh  Fadtors 
and  Merchants  that  were  fettled  there,  and 
by  that  means  fpoke  the  Englijh  Language, 
and  underftood  their  Manners  and  Cuftoms 
perfedtly  well.  This  Lad  was  recommended 
to  the  Dutchefs,  as  extremely  well  qualified 
to  perfonate  the  Duke  of  2oi%  being  of  a 
fui table  Age  and  fprightly  Genius,  and  one 
who  was  iaid  to  refemble  King  Edward $ 
whofe  Son  he  was  to  reprefent,  and  fhe  took 
care  to  inftrudt  him  fo  well  in  all  Paffages 
it  was  neceffary  for  him  to  know,  relating  to' 

the 
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the  Court  of  England,  that  it  was  not  eafy  A.D.  1493 
to  diftinguifh  him  from  the  real  Duke  ;  even  ~ 
the  Dutchefs  herfelf,  ’tis  faid,  was  furpriz’d 
to  fee  how  well  he  adted  his  Part. 

How  long  the  Dutchefs  Was  modelling  this 
young  Lad  to  her  Mind  is  very  uncertain  j 
but  he  firft  appear'd  in  Portugal ,  about  the 
time  of  the  War  in  Bretagne ,  where  having 
liv’d  about  aYear,  fhe  order’d  him  to  go  into 
Ireland  in  the  Year  1492,  when  fhe  look’d 
upon  the  War  between  France  and  England 
to  be  unavoidable.  Perkin  landing  at  Cork , 
and  taking  upon  him  the  Title  of  Duke  of 
York,  was  acknowledg’d  as  fuch  by  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  that  City.  King 
Henry ,  who  was  then  affembling  his  Army 
to  make  a  Defcent  in  France ,  imagin’d  that 
this  was  a  Stratagem  only  to  induce  him  to 
lay  afide  that  Defign-,  but  when  he  underftood 
that  the  French  King  had  invited  him  to  hh 
Court,  it  gave  him  forne  Uneafinefs.  How¬ 
ever,  as  he  imagin'd  the  readied:  way  to 
compel  the  French  King  to  abandon  that 
Pretender,  was  to  carry  the  War  into  his 
Country,  he  continu’d  his  Preparations. 

In  the  mean  time  Perkin  was  treated  as 
Duke  of  York  in  the  Court  of  France ,  ha¬ 
ving  an  Apartment  in  the  Palace,  and  a 
Guard  aflign’d  him,  and  a  great  many  Male- 
contents  thereupon  reforted  to  him  from 
England.  But  a  Peace  being  negotiated  focn 
after  between  King  Henry  and  King  Charles , 

Perkin  and  his  Adherents  were  oblig’d  to 
quit  the  Court  of  France  a  little  before  the 
Conclufion  of  it,  and  retir’d  to  the  Court 
of  the  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy  in  Flanders. 

The  Dutchefs  pretending  fhe  had  never 
feen  Perkin  before;  and  to  be  in  Doubt  whe- 
Vo’L. XVIII.  Yv  ther 
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A.p. 1 493  ther  he  was  the  real  Duke  of  York ,  examin’d 
^.8&9/f7  him  before  a.g.reat  Number  of  Lords  and 
Perfons  of  Diltindion  ■,  but  he  gave  fuch 
pertinent  Anfwers  to  every  thing  that  was 
demanded  of  him,  concerning  the  Court  of 
England ,  and  the  manner  of  his  Efcape  from 
The  Dut-  the  d  ower,  that  the  declar’d  herfelf  convinc’d 
chefs  of  he  was  her  Nephew,  the  fecond  Son  of  Ed- 

fcknow-V  I Y’  tbe  P-ePorc  that  this  Prince  was 

ledges  he  alive  gain’d  Credit  even  in  England ,  where  the 
h  her  Ne-  Yorkifts ,  and  many  of  the  Lancaftrians,  ha- 
fhew.  ving  been  difoblig’d  by  the  King,  became 
Malecontents,  and  enter’d  into  a  Confpiracy 
to  dethrone  Henry,  and  fet  the  Duke  of  York 
upon  the  1  hfone,  if  upon  Enquiry  they 
found  he  was  not  a  Counterfeit.  The  prrn- 
His  Adhe-  cipal  Confpirators,  were,  the  Lord  Chamber- 
rents  in  lain.  Sir  William  Stanley,  the  Lord  Fitz-Wal- 
Zngland,  ter^  §ir  Robert  Clifford,  Sir  Simon  Mont  fort , 
William  Daubigny,  Robert  Ratcliff,  Thomas 
Creffenor ,  Thomas  AJhwood,  Sir  Thomas 

Thwaits,  and  William  Barley .  Clifford  and 
Barley  were  fent  over  to  Flanders  by  the  reft, 
to  endeavour  to  difeover  if  Perkin  was  not 
an  Impoftor,  and  to  concert  Meafures  with 
him  and  the  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy,  if  they 
found  he  was  what  he  pretended  to  be  ;  and 
upon  Clifford's  writing  Word  to  his  Friends 
ih  England  that  he  knew  him  to  be  the  Duke 
of  York,  the  Confpirators  prepar’d  their 
Friends  to  receive  him.  Of  which  the  King 
THe  King  having  fome  Intimation,  took  all  poftible 
£0  dtfeover  means  t0  ^deceive  his  Subjeds *,  to  which 
Jhc  Cheat  PurPofe  lie  apprehended  Tyrrel  and  Dighton , 
the  only  Perfons  living  who  were  fuppos’d  to 
have  been  concern’d  in  the  Murder  of  the 
late  King  Edward  V.  and  his  Brother  the 
Duke  of  York ,  and  caufing  them  to  be  ex¬ 
amin’d^ 
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amin’d  privately,  he  gave  out  that  they  both  ^.149+ 

confefs’d  the  Murder,  and  that  the  Bodies  of  - - 

the  two  Princes  were  buried  under  a  Stair- 
Cafe  adjoining  to  their  Apartment,  by  aPrieft; 
and  that  afterwards  the  Prieft,  by  King  Ri¬ 
ckard’s  Order,  remov’d  them  to  fome  other 
Place,  which  could  not  be  known,  becauie 
the  Prieft  was  dead.  Thefe  Confeffions  gave 
but  little  Satisfaction,  inafmuch  as  the  Wit- 
nefles  were  fuppos’d  to  be  influenc’d  by  the 
Fear  of  Death  or  Torture  ;  and  the  lefs,  be- 
caufe  their  Examinations  were  taken  in  pri¬ 
vate,  and  the  Bodies  of  the  Princes  could  no 
where  be  found. 

Another  method  the  King  cook  to  difcover 
the  Impofture,  was  by  fending  Spies  over  to 
Flanders ,  pretending  to  be  Malecontents, 
who  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  good 
Opinion  of  the  Dutchefs  and  the  Confpira- 
tors,  and  thereby  obtain’d  a  full  Account  of 
Perkin’s  Life  and  Converlation,  which  the 
King  caus’d  to  be  publilh’d  in  England  and 
that  his  Agents  might  find  the  greater  Credit 
with  the  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy ,  they  were 
declar’d  Excommunicated,  by  Virtue  of  the 
Pope’s  Bull,  every  Sunday  in  St.  Paul’s . 

Among  thefe  was  Sir  Robert  Clifford,  who 
had  been  more  confided  in  by  the  Dutchefs 
and  the  Englijh  Malecon tents  than  any  of 
the  Confpirators,  but  was  gain’d  by  the 
King’s  great  Offers.  This  Gentleman  ac¬ 
quainted  Henry  with  every  Step  that  was  taken 
by  the  Confpirators  •,  and,  to  his  eternal  In¬ 
famy,  betray’d  feveral  of  his  moft  intimate 
Friends  to  the  King,  tho’  he  was  then  in 
Flanders ,  and  confequently  not  influenc’d  by 
his  Fears.  Among  others  who  were  appre¬ 
hended  on  his  Information,  were,  Lord  Fitz- 
Y  y  2  Walter  1 
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— -  Montfort  Th wastes,  Daubigny ,  and  AJhwood , 

9&10H7  who  wer£  ap  0f  them  convided  of  High- 

The  Con-  Treafon  Montfort ,  Ratcliff,  and  Daubigny 
fpirators  were  immediately  executed,  and  the  Lord 
taken  and  f^.^alter  fome  time  afterwards,  on  at- 
executed.  tempting  t0  make  his  Efcape.  But  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Sacrifice  was  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Sir  William  Stanley,  who  had  been  fo  inftru- 
mental  in  advancing  the  King  to  the  Crown. 
It  was  expeded  that  his  former  Services,  and 
his  being  Brother  to  the  Earl  of  Derby,  the 
King’s  Father-in-Law,  would  have  induc’d 
Jiis  Highnefs  to  have  pardon’d  him  :  But  our 
Hiftorians  infinuate,  he  was  too  vyealthy  to 
efcape  the  King’s  rapacious  Hands,  for  in  his 
Caftle  of  Holt  alone,  was  found  to  the  Value 
of  forty  thoufand  Marks.  The  King  alfq 
Was  inform’d,  that  the  Lord  Stanley  had  faid, 
That  if  Perkin  was  really  King  Edward’s  Son , 
he  would  never  bear  Arms  againff  him.  Which 
was  preferring  the  Title  of  the  Houfe  of  York 
to  that  of  Lancafter ,  a  Crime  that  Henry  never 
forgave. 

The  Confpiracy  being  thus  defeated,  the 
King  infifted  that  the  Archduke  fliould  de¬ 
liver  up  Perkin  •,  but  that  Prince  reprefented, 
that  the  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy  was  Sovereign 
of  that  Part  of  the  Country  where  Perkin 
refided,  and  that  it  was  not  in  his  Power. 
However,  the  King  would  not  be  fatisfied 
with  that  Anfwer,  and  to  fhew  his  Refen  t- 
oyra^e  ment,  prohibited  all  Commerce  with  the. 
with  the  Low-Countries.  He  alfo  made  find  Enquiry 
Lwj-Coun-  after  jerkin's  Adherents  in  Ireland,  and  ha- 
f,ies  pro-  ving  conftituted  his  fecond  Son  Prince  Henry 
•  e  '  Lord  Lieutenant  of  that  Country,  fent  pver 
the  celebrated  Sir  Edward  Poynings  thither 
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as  his  Deputy,  who  publifhing  the  King’s  -^•£•1494 
Pardon  there,  many  of  the  Malecontents 
took  Advantage  of  it,  and  others  were  re- 
duc’d  by  Force  of  Arms.  After  which  Sir 
Edward  Poynings  call’d .  a  Parliament  in  that  Penning? % 
Kingdom,  in  which  that  famous  Statute  was  paw  made 
made,  which  Enadls  that  the  Laws  of  Eng-  m  Irela™?° 
land  fhould  be  in  Force  in  Ireland ,  and  after¬ 
wards  obtain’d  the  Name  of  Poyning’s  Law . 

And  now  the  King  being  at  Peace  with 
moft  of  the  Powers  of  Europe ,  and  having 
humbled  the  Malecontents  at  home,  who 
were  under  the  greateft  Terror  of  being  be¬ 
tray’d  and  call’d  to  an  Account,  as  fome  of 
their  Chiefs  had  been  ;  he  applied  himfelf 
altogether  to  the  fcraping  and  heaping  up 
Money,  by  the  moft  unjuft  and  detefted 
means,  tho’  he  had  no  manner  of  Occafion 
for  it.  He  employ’d  cunning  knavifh  Law-  TheKing's 
yers  to  profecute  his  Subjects  upon  Penal  Extortion-^ 
Statutes,  and  extorted  extravagant  Fines 
from  them  ',  particularly  Sir  William  Cape , 
Alderman  of  London ,  being  fin’d  two  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  Pounds,  was  glad  to 
,  compound  with  the  Crown  for  fixteen  hun¬ 
dred.  Thefe  Oppreffions  rendring  the  King’s 
Adminiftration  hateful  to  all  Men,  Perkin' s 
I  Adherents  imagin’d  if  he  appear’d,  the 
,  Country  in  general  would  rife  in  their  Fa-  pevkin 
vour,  they  ventur’d  to  make  a  Defcent  there-  makes  a 
t  fore  on  the  Coaft  of  Kent ,  with  two  or  three  ■£e^ent  ia, 
hundred  Men  *,  but  the  Spirits  of  the  Torkijls  i^n" 
s  were  fo  perfectly  fubdu’d,  that  no  Body  came 
in  to  their  Afiiftance.  The  Militia  of  the 
Country  fell  upon  Perkin' s  Troops  that  landed 
,  Erft,  and  having  kill’d  fome  of  them,  took 
j  an  hundred  and  fifty  Prisoners,  who  were 
j  hang’d  up  without  any  Formality ;  but 
5  Perkin 1 
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A.D.  1495  Perkin  himfelf  was  fo  wife  to  keep  on  board 
“  77  ofr  his  Ship,  and  return’d  afterwards  to  Flan - 

ders. 

AParlia-  The  King  having  afiembled  a  Parliament 
Eient- hefd.  the  following  Year  in  October ,  that  remark - 
Cubjefts  ab*e.  Statute  was  made  which  indemnifies  the 
mlemni-  Subjed  for  aflifting  a  King  de  fafto.  Another 
fed  forad-  Ad  was  made,  obliging  thofe  who  had  agreed 
Kin"SJ°a  t0Pay  cemi>n  Sums,  formerly  by  way  of  Be- 
‘  nevolence,  to  bring  in  the  Arrears  of  their  re- 
fpedive  Quota’s.  And  another  Ad  to  enable 
Poor  Suit-  poor  Suitors  to  fue  in  Forma  Pauperis.  Of 
crs-  which  a  more  particular  Account  will  be  given, 

as  ufual,  at  the  end  of  the  Reign  of  Hen.  VII. 
Berlin  While  the  Parliament  was  afiembled,  Ad- 
lands  in  vice  came  from  Ireland  that  Perkin  was  landed 
inland.  t]lere  .  but  sir  Edward  Poynings  took  fuch 
effedual  Care  to  prevent  any  Infurredion  in 
his  favour,  that  he  was  foon  oblig’d  to  reim- 
bark’  ^cer  which  he  fleer’d  for  Scotland , 

"  s'  an‘ '  having  been  recommended  to  King  James  IV. 
as  ’tis  prefum’d,  by  Maximilian  the  Emperor 
and  the  Archduke  Philip ,  as  well  as  by  the 
King  of  France ,  the  two  former  having  been 
difgufted  at  Henry’s  prohibiting  Commerce 
with  the  Low  Countries  \  and  the  French  King 
hop’d  by  this  Means  to  employ  King  Henry’s 
Arms,  and  prevent  his  entering  into  the 
League  againft  him  that  was  forming  to  de¬ 
feat  his  Conqueft  of  Naples ,  which  that  Prince 
had  fet  his  Heart  upon. 

HisRecep-  Perkin  being  admitted  to  a  folemn  Audh 
tlOH  there.  ence  by  the  King  of  Scotland ,  endeavour’d  in 
a  fet  Speech  to  convince  that  Prince  that  he 
was  the  real  Duke  of  Fork ,  and  confequently 
that  Henry  was  an  Ufurper,  He  enumerated 
the  feveral  Attempts  he  had  made  to  recover 
his  Kingdom  of  England ,  in  which,  tho’  he 

had 
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hdd  not  been  fuccefsful,  he  hbp’d  at  length'  to  -d.D.iy) 5 
afcend  that  Throne  by  the  Afiiftance  of  the  H~ 
Ring  of  Scotland,  who  might  expsdt  ail  the 
Returns  from  him  that  a  grateful  Prince  could 
make  when  it  fhould  be  accomplifh’d. 

King  James  did  not  at  fir  ft  feem  per  ft  61:1  y  tirtan 
fatisfied  that  this  was  the  real  Duke  of  York,  marries  the 
but  told  him  whoever  he  was  he  fhould  find  *;ady  Q6r" 
no  Caufe  to  repent  his  coming  into  that  King-  *** 
dom  ;  and  not  long  after  gave  him  in  Mar¬ 
riage  the  Lady  Catherine  Gordon ,  Daughter  to 
the  Earl  of  Huntley #  his  near  Kinfwoman,-  and 
one  of  the  moft  celebrated  Beauties  in  Scotland ; 
from  whence  People  generally  concluded  that 
the  Scots  were  now  convinc’d  that  Perkin  was 
no  Impoftor. 

The  Trade  between  England  and  Flanders  4.D.  1496 

having  been  interrupted  for  forne  time  on  Ac- - 7. 

count  of  the  Afliftance  Perkin  receiv’d  from 
the  Archdutchefs,  and  the  Archduke  percei-  TrcaJj^ 
ving  his  Subjects  to  be  very  great  Sufferers  by  with  the 
it,  lent  an  Embaffy  to  King  Henry  to  treat  Low  C:m' 
upon  that  Head  ;  and  not  long  after  a  Peace  tnes’ 
was  concluded  between  thefe  two  Princes, 
wherein  each  of  them  engag’d  not  to  aftift  of 
entertain  the  Rebels  of  the  other,  and  the 
Archduke  particularly  ftipulated,  that  neither 
he  nor  the  Archdutchefs  would  for  the  future 
harbour  Perkin  or  his  Adherents.  About  the 
fame  time  King  Henry  obferving  the  great 
Difcoveries  the  Spaniards  had  made  in  America,  «, 
by  employing  Columbus  and  other  Adven-  CabotZxe 
turers,  granted  a  Commiffion  to  John,  (or  as  upon  DiK 
fome  call  him)  Sebajlian  Cabot,  another  Italian  coveries  to 
Pilot,  to  make  Dilcoveries  to  the  Northward. the 
And  now  Perkin  having  remain’d  in  Scotland'"™  ' 
above  a  Year,  King  James  affembled  an  Army 
and  invaded  England,  giving  out  he  intended 
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A.D.  1496  to  fet  Perkin  upon  the  Throne  of  that  King- 
” '  "  dom.  Perkin  alfo  iffu’d  a  Proclamation,, 
v/'V'XJ  wherein  he  fill’d  himfelf  Richard  IV.  and 
Perkin  and  treated  Henry  as  a  Tyrant  and  Ufurper,  and 
theSeatiin-  offer’d  a  Reward  of  a  thoufand  Pounds  to 


vade  Eng¬ 
land. 

No  body 
joins  them. 


The  Scots 
plunder  the 
Borders 
and  return. 


4, D.  1497 

12&13H7 

The  King 
obtains  a 
Supply. 


An  Infur- 
reflion  in 
Cornwcil. 


any  one  that  ffiould  apprehend  him. 

The  King  of  Scots  and  Perkin  having 
march’d  at  the  Head  of  this  Army  quite  thro’ 
Northumberland ,  were  join’d  by  very  few  Eng- 
lijh ,  altho’  that  part  of  England  was  generally 
efleem’d  ill-affedled  to  the  prefent  Govern¬ 
ment  •,  either  they  were  deterr’d  from  flirring 
by  the  Severities  King  Henry  had  exercis’d, 
or  they  were  convinc’d  of  the  Impofture,  and 
could  propofe  little  Advantage  by  fuch  a 
Change  of  Mailers.  Whereupon  James ,  in 
order  to  make  himfelf  feme  Amends  for  the 
Charges  he  had  been  at  in  this  Expedition,, 
plunder’d  the  Northern  Counties  and  return’d 
to  Scotland . 

This  Invafion  of  the  Scots  gave  King  Henry 
a  Pretence  to  demand  Supplies  of  his  Parlia¬ 
ment,  which  he  affembled  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Year  1497,  and  they  were  fo  complailant 
to  give  him  a  Subfidy  amounting  to  the  Sum 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Pounds, 
befides  two  Fifteenths ;  for  a  War,  or  a  Ru¬ 
mour  of  a  War,  my  Lord  Bacon  obferves, 
was  always  a  Mine  of  Treafure  t'o  him  of  an  odd 
kind  of  Ore ,  Iron  at  the  top ,  and  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  at  the  bottom  •,  but  tho’  the  Scots  thought 
fit  to  remain  quiet  on  the  King’s  making  fome 
Preparations  againft  them,  an  Infurredlion 
happen’d  a  little  after  in  Cornwal  on  the  levy¬ 
ing  the  Tax  the  Parliament  had  given,  the 
two  principal  Incendiaries  being  Michael  Jo - 
feph  a  Farrier,  and  1'homas  Flammock  a  Law¬ 
yer.  The  latter  affirm’d.  That  the  Feudal 

Tenures 
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Tenures  were  abundantly  fufficient  to  enable  A-D.  1497 
the  King  to  repul fe  fo  inccnfiderable  an  Ene- 
my  as  the  Scots.  That  it  was  illegal  therefore 
to  levy  a  Subfidy  on  them  for  that  War,  ad¬ 
ding,  that  it  was  only  a  Stratagem  of  the  Mi- 
niftry  to  extort  Money  from  the  Subject.  He 
exhorted  them  therefore  to  have  recourfe  to 
Arms,  not  with  any  Intention  of  hurting  the 
King’s  Perfon,  he  pretended,  but  to  proted: 
themfelves  againft  his  evil  Counfellors  •,  and 
that  they  might  be  admitted  to  deliver  a  Pe¬ 
tition  to  the  King  liimfelf  For  a  Redrefs  of 
their  Grievances,  and  the  Punifhment  of  thofe 
Counfellors  who  had  advis’d  the  Subfidy,  a- 
mong  whom  Archbifhtip  Moreton  and  Regi¬ 
nald  Bray  were  efteem’d  mod  obnoxious. 

Under  thefe  Leaders  the  Malecon tents  ad¬ 
vanc’d  as  far  as  Tauriton-Dcan,  Where  they 
kill’d  one  of  the  Collectors  of  the  Tax,  but 
did  no  other  Mifchief ;  from  Whence  they 
march’d  to  Wells,  where  the  Lord  Audley 
took  upon  him  the  Command  of  them,  and 
march’d  a;t  the  Head  of  them  to  Salijlury , 
and  from  thence  to  Winch? fier.  After  which 
the  Lord  Audley  propos’d  to  march  up  dire&ly 
to  London ,  but  was  over-rul’d  by  his  Fol¬ 
lowers,  and  prevail’d  on  to  turn  aflde  into 
Kenty  where  they  apprehended  they  had  abun¬ 
dance  of  Friends.  The  Kentijh  Men,  how¬ 
ever,  feeing  what  a  wretched  Rabble  they 
were  compos’d  of,'  and  knowing  that  the  King 
liad  already  rais’d  a  good  Body  of  Troops  for 
the  Scotijh  War,  refused  to  ftir.  Whereupon  TheMaV 
the  Malecontents  march’d  towards  London  a-  contents 
gain  and  encamp’d  on  Blackheathy  within  °t 
View  of  the  ToWn,  giving  out  that  they  ^ 
would  make  themfelves  Mailers  of  it  fudden- 
ly,  which  put  the  Citizens  in  a  terrible  Con- 
Vo-l.  XVIII.  Z  z  fternation  % 
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A'D.ufii  fternation  but  the  King  marching  his  Army 
'^-7  over  the  River,  and  encamping  between  the 
Town  and  the  Enemy,  a  little  abated  their 
^  Fears. 

The  King  having  divided  his  Army  into 
three  Parts  on  the  2  2d  of  June ,  order’d  the 
Lord  jy  Aubeny,  who  commanded  one  of  thefe 
Bodies,  to  attack  the  Rebels  in  Front,  while 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  took  a  Circuit  and  fell  up¬ 
on  their  Rear.  The  King  himfelf,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  third  Body,  attended  in  St. 
George' s  Fields  to  cover  the  City,  and  keep  all 
quiet  there.  The  Rebels,  who  did  not  a- 
mount  to  above  fifteen  thoufand  Men,  and 
thofe  ill  arm’d,  finding  themfelves  in  a  man¬ 
ner  furrounded  by  the  King’s  Troops,  fcarce 
They  are  flood  the  firft  Charge  i  They  were  foon  put 
defeated,  into  Confufion,  and  moft  of  them  taken  Pri- 
IraderT  f°ners’  among  whom  were  their  Chiefs,  viz , 
executed.  c^ie  Lord  Andley ,  Flammock ,  and  the  Farrier, 
who  were  all  put  to  Death  ;  but  the  reft  were 
fuffer’d  to  ranfom  themfelves  upon  very  eafy 
Terms. 

The  So*  King  James  of  Scotland  hearing  of  this  In- 
invade  furredtion  in  England ,  and  imagining  Henry 
England  a-  had  his  Hands  full  in  the  South,  invefted  the 
arerepuls’d  Town  of  Norham  on  the  Englijh  Borders  ;  but 
the  Earl  of  Surry ,  who  commanded  the  King’s 
Forces  in  the  North,  oblig’d  him  to  raife  the 
Siege  ;  and  afterwards  marching  into  Scotland , 
took  the  Town  of  Aton,  and  perhaps  would 
have  pufh’d  his  Conquefts  further,  had  not 
King  Henry  chofen  the  way  of  T reaty  rather 
A  Truce  t^an  Arms  to  drive  Perkin  out  of  Scotland „ 
with  Scot-  By  the  Spanijh  AmbafTador’s  Mediation  a 
land,  and  Truce  was  negotiated  between  the  Kings  of 
ii'dttf3'  England  and  Scotland  at  Aton  \  and  as  a  Preli- 
quit  the  minary  to  it,  K.  James  confented  to  fend  away 
Kingdom.  Jderkin 
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Perkin  out  of  his  Territories,  who  thereupon  AD.  1497 
took  Shipping  with  his  Wife  and  went  to  Ire-  ^ 
land -,  after  which  the  Truce  was  concluded 
between  England  and  Scotland  for  fevenYears, 
and  either  of  the  Parties  oblig’d  himfelf  not 
to  harbour  or  aflift  the  Enemies  of  the  other. 

The  reft  of  the  Differences  between  the  two 
Kings  were  referr’d  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella, 

King  and  Queen  of  Spain ,  whofe  Daughter, 
the  Infanta  Catherine,  was  a  little  before  con¬ 
tracted  to  King  Henry's  eldeft  Son,  Arthur 
Prince  of  Wales. 

The  following  Year,  on  the  fixth  of  April ,  ^.£>.1498 
died  Charles  King  of  France ,  who  had  a  little  7~~7T 
before  conquer’d  and  loft  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples  in  one  Campaign.  He  was  fucceeded  CWIIL 
by  the  Duke  of  Orleans ,  ftil’d  Lewis  XII.  who  King  of 
chofe  to  live  in  Peace  with  England ,  that  he  France&es- 
might  be  at  liberty  alfo  to  carry  his  Arms 
into  Italy,  and  profecute  his  Claim  to  the 
Dutchy  of  Milan,  as  his  Predecefior  had  done 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  and  he  met  with 
much  the  fame  Succefs.  But  notwithftanding 
King  Henry  was  at  Peace  with  all  his  Neigh¬ 
bours,  he  was  not  yet  in  perfeCt  Tranquility 
at  home;  for  theCorniJh  Men,  not  difliearten’d  The  Cor¬ 
by  their  late  Defeat,  and  imagining  the  reft  ^en 
of  the  Kingdom  were  no  lefs  difcontented  than  ® 
themfelves,  invited  Perkin  Warbeck  over  from  Ireland.. 
Ireland ,  promifing  to  affift  him  in  recovering 
the  Crown  he  pretended  to. 

Perkin ,  upon  this  Invitation,  embark’d  for 
England  with  about  an  hundred  and  twenty 
Men,  and  arriv’d  at  Whitfand  Bay  in  Cornwal  He  lands 
in  the  Mpnthof  September  1498,  from  whence  inCwwu*/. 
he  advanc’d  to  Bodmin,  where,  being  join’d 
by  about  three  or  four  thoufand  Englijh  Male- 
contents,  hepublifh’d  a  Proclamation,  where- 

2  z  2  in 
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in  he  ftil’d  himfelf  Richard  IV.  declar’d  Henry 
a  Tyrant  and  Ufurper,  and  promis’d  great 
Rewards  to  thofe  who  fhcsuld  contribute  to  the 
dethroning  him.  Then  he  march’d  and  in- 
vefted  the  City  of  Exeter ,  and  would  have 
brib’d  the  Citizens  to  deliver  up  the  Town  to 
him  •,  but  not  finding  them  difpos’d  to  furren- 
der,  he  endeavour’d- to  fcale  the  Walls  and 
take  it  by  Storm,  and  actually  fet  Fire  to  one 
of  the  Gates  ■,  but  having  no  Artillery  with 
him,  was  repuls’d,  and  loft  feveral  hundred 
of  his  Men  in  the  Attempt.  Soon  after  the 
Lord  B'Aubeny,  the  Earl  of  Devon,  the  Duke 
of  Bucks ,  and  fome  other  Noblemen,  having 
afTernbled  a  confiderable  Body  of  Troops, 
march’d  to  the  Relief  of  Exeter  \  whereupon 
Perkin  rais’d  his  Siege  and  march’d  to  Laun- 
ton-Dean ,  where  he  gave  out  he  would  wait 
for  his  Enemies,  and  offer  them  Battel  •,  but 
the  very  fame  Night  he  fled  to  the  Monaftery 
of  Bewly  mHamp[hire  with  a  few  of  hisFriends, 
where  they  took  Sandtuary,  leaving  the  reft 
of  their  Followers  to  fhift  for  themfelves. 
The  Malecontents,  who  were  at  this  time  a- 
bout  fix  thoufand  Men,  finding  they  were 
deferted  by  Perkin ,  threw  themfelves  on  the 
King’s  Mercy,  and  were  rnoft  of  them  par¬ 
don’d  ;  tho’  fome  of  the  Chiefs  were  executed 
for  an  Example,  and  many  more  fin’d,  to 
^he  Ruin  of  their  Fortunes  and  Eftates.  Per¬ 
kin  having  left  his  Wife  at  St.  Michael 'sMount 
in  Carnival ,  fbe  was  taken  by  a  Detachment 
of  the  King’s  Army  and  brought  to  Exeter , 
where  the  King  refiding  at  that  time,  order’d' 
her  to  be  treated  fuitable  to  her  Quality,  and 
carrying  her  with  him  to  London ,  fettled  a 
Peniion  on  her  for  Life.  She  v/as  call’d,  the 
White  Rofe ,  the  Name  the  Dutchefs  ox  Bur¬ 
gundy 
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gundy  had  given  her  Hufband  ;  and  being  a  AD  i498 

Lady  of  great  Beauty  and  Merit,  was  much  * - - — - 

refpeCted  in  the  Court  of  England.  She  al-  13&I4 H7 
ways  exprefs’d  a  tender  Regard  for  her  Huf- 
band,  notwithftanding  he  was  generally  look’d 
upon  as  an  Impqflor. 

As  to  Perkin  himfelf,  he  was  fo  narrowly  perkhi  fur- 
watch’d  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  renders  on 
rnake  his  Efcape  out  of  Sanftuary  ;  where-  °ffers  of 
upon  the  King  offering  him  his  Life,  he  fur-  Pardon* 
render’d  and  was  brought  up  to  London , 
where  the  King  caus’d  him  to  be  carry’d  thro’ 
the  Streets  feveral  Days,  and  all  manner  of 
People  allow’d  to  converfe  with  him,  that 
they  might  be  fatisfy’ci  of  the  Impofture.  He  He  is  ex- 
made  him  alfo  publifh  his  Confefllon,  con-  pos’d,  and 
taining  an  Account  of  his  Life  and  Actions,  obli§’d  to 
which  was  agreeable  to  the  Relation  that  has 
been  given  of  them  already,  and  therefore  Confeffion, 
need  not  be  repeated  here  ;  tho’  every  Body 
did  not  give  entire  Credit  to  it,  becaufe  it  was 
fuppos’d  to  have  been  extorted  from  him. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Perkin  was  committed 
to  Prifon  at  this  time  :  I  prefume  he  infilled 
not  to  be  clofely  confin’d  before  lie  quitted 
the  SanCtuary  but  he  was  however  always 
attended  by  a  Guard  to  prevent  his  Efcape, 

About  the  end  of  this  Year  the  King’s  Fa-  Sben  fa¬ 
vourite  Palace  of  Sheen  was  burnt  down  to  the  hlicbmnd 
Ground,  with  moil  of  the  rich  Furniture  •,  Pa,ace 
but  it  was  foon  after  rebuilt  by  the  King’  J3tand 
who  chang’d  the  old  Name  of  it  to  that  of 
Richmond ,  being  his  Title  before  he  mounted  A.D.ieqn 
the  Throne.  — - - — 

Some  Skirmiihes  happening  on  the  Borders 
of  Scotland  the  following  Fear,  it  occafion’d  Princefs 
a  Treaty  between  the  two  Nations  to  adjuft  Margaret 
their  Differences;  which  ended  in  a  Marriage  t“Scd 

Contrad  of  the  Swt 
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r^  D.  1499  Contrad  between  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland 
- — — —  anc[  the  Princefs  Margaret ,  eldefl  Daughter 
King  Henry  •,  but  before  this  was  con 

Perkin 
takes 
San&uary 
again. 


to  get 


eluded,  Perkin  Warbeck  found  means 
out  of  the  Hands  of  his  Keepers,  and  took 
Sanduary  again  in  the  Priory  of  Shene.  The 
King,  ’tis  faid,  was  once  determin’d  to  take 
him  out  of  the  Sanduary  by  Force,  and  put 
him  to  Death  •,  but  when  he  confider’d  this 
would  infallibly  render  the  Pope  and  Church 
his  Enemies,  he  alter’d  his  Mind.  However, 
he  prevail’d  on  the  Prior  at  length  to  furren- 
der  him  on  Condition  of  fparing  his  Life  ; 
whereupon  Perkin  was  fet  in  the  Stocks  in  the 
Palace-Yard  at  Wejiminfter,  and  oblig’d  to 
read  over  his  Confeffion  again  to  the  People 
_  with  an  audible  Voice  ;  after  which  he  was 
mittcTto  *  committed  to  the  Tower.  And  here,  ’tis 
theTower.  faid,  he  corrupted  the  Governor’s  Servants, 
Perkin  and  and  plotted  with  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to 
the  Earl  of  make  his  Efcape  from  thence which  being 
War-wick  difeover’d  by  fome  of  the  Servants  they  had 
Death  on  a  tamper’d  with,  Perkin ,  with  feveral  of  his 
Pretenceof  Accomplices,  were  convided  and  executed, 
their  plot-  And  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  not  long  after, 
ting  to  E>  try»(j  by  his  Peers  for  High  Treafon,  in  con- 
feape.  tsc.  ppirjng  ^  King’s  Death,  for  which  he  was 
condemn’d,  and  afterwards  beheaded  •,  tho’  it 
does  not  appear  there  was  any  Evidence  of 
fuch  an  Intention.  The  King,  ’tis  laid,  was 
determin’d  to  get  rid  both  of  Perkin  and  the 
Earl  of  Warwick ,  who  gave  him  a  great  deal 
ofUneafmefs-,  and  he  found  no  great  Difficulty 
to  get  them  convicted  at  a  time  when  neither 
Lords  nor  Commons  durft  difpute  his  Plea- 
fure.  The  Earl  of  Warwick ,  who  was  about 
24  Years  of  Age,  had  been  a  Prifoner  fif¬ 
teen  Years,  and  fo  clofely  confin’d  that  he 

did 
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did  not  know  a  Hen  from  a  Duck,  *tis  re¬ 
lated.  The  King’s  Life  therefore  could  be  in 
no  great  Danger  from  fuch  a  one.  On  the 
contrary,  I  find  it  is  generally  fufpected  that 
the  Governor’s  Servants  were  employ’d  by 
the  Miniftry  to  draw  Perkin  and  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  into  an  Attempt  to  make  their  E- 
fcape,  that  they  might  have  a  Pretence  to  take 
them  off.  But  however  that -was,  the  King 
contracted  a  heavy  Load  of  Infamy,  by  put¬ 
ting  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  Death,  whofe 
greatefl  Crime  was  his  being  the  only  Male 
Heir  living  of  the  Houfe  of  York .  The  Earl 
of  Warwick  was  the  eldeft  Son  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Clarence ,  Brother  to  Edward  IY 
and  Richard  III.  The  King  endeavour’d  to 
Ihift  off  the  Guilt  from  himfelf  indeed,  and 
lay  it  upon  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella ,  King  and 
Queen  of  Spain,  who  wou’d  not  ratify  the 
Marriage  Contrail  between  Prince  Arthur 
and  their  Daughter  Katherine ,  as  was  pre- 
tended,while  the  Earl  of  Warwick  liv’d,  leilhe 
Ihou’d  one  Day  defeat  their  Iffue  of  the  Crown 
of  England.  But  this  Excufe  was  fo  far  from 
giving  the  People  Satisfaction,  that  it  con¬ 
firm’d  them  in  the  Opinion  that  the  Earl  was 
put  to  death  purely  upon  Reafons  of  State, 
and  not  for  any  treafonable  Confpiracy  he  had 
been  convicted  of. 

The  next  Year  beginning  another  Century, 
Pope  Alexander  VI.  according  to  Cuftom, 
proclaim’d  a  Jubilee,  whereby  he  rais’d  con- 
fiderable  Sums  in  every  Kingdom  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  by  granting  the  fame  Indulgences  to 
thofe  who  remain’d  at  home  as  to  thofe 
who  vifited  Rome ,  on  their  paying  his  Col¬ 
lectors  a  certain  Sum  of  Money.  He  propos’d 
alfo  a  Crufado  with  the  like  View  ;  but  the 
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A.D.  1 500  Princes  of  Europe  began  to  be  weary  of 
thole  romantick  Attempts  to  recover  the 
Holy-Landy  and  thereupon  excus’d  themfelves 
to  the  Pope  •,  fo  that  this  Projedt  came  to 
ThePlagae  ndthing.  The  Plague  fweeping  away  great 
obliges  the  Numbers  of  People  about  this  time,  the 
Court  tore* King  and  Court  were  frequently  oblig’d  to 
^Calais.  remove  from  Place  to  Place,  and  at  length 
went  over  to  Calais;  near  which  Town  the 
King  Had.  an  Interview  with  the  Arch-Duke 
Philip ,  with  whom  he  renew’d  the  former 
Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  The  Plague 
was  no  fooner  abated  in  England  but  the  King 
The  King  reCurn,(:l  thither,  where  he  plagued  and  perfe- 
extortsMo-  cuted  his  Subjedts  under  a  Pretence  of  Difaf- 
ney  from  fe<5tion,  to  that  Degree  that  the  Sicknefs  it 
onPretence  was  not  more  dreaded  than  his'Extortions. 
of  their  fa- He  i fill’d  a  Commifiion  to  apprehend  and 
vouringthetry  all  fuch  as  had  fhewn  themfelves  Favour- 
Malecon-  ers  of  the  Malecontents,  either  in  the  laft  In- 
tents'  furredtion  under  Perkin ,  or  in  that  before,  not. 
with  a  Defign  to  take  away  their  Lives,  but 
to  extort  from  them  all  the  Money  they 
were  able  to  raife,  to  purchafe  his  Pardon. 
About  the  fame  time  the  King  obtain’d  the 
Pope’s  Difpenfation  for  the  Marriage  of 
his  Daughter  Margaret  with  King  James  IV. 
of  Scotland ;  but  the  Princefs  was  not  fent 
to  Scotland  till  three  Years  afterwards,  fhe 
not  being  above  ten  Years  of  Age. 

Arcbifhop  Cardinal  Moreton ,  Arch-bifhop  of  Canted- 
Moreton  bury,  who  was  generally  curs’d  for  his 
dies,  and 1S Severity  to  the  Torkifis ,  and  advifing  the  King 
by Z<Deal  to  harrafs  and  impoverifh  his  Subjedts,  died 
the  latter  End  of  this  Year,  and  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  Dr.  Henry  Dean ,  Bifhop  of  Salisbury  ; 
but  the  King  becoming  (till  more  covetous 
and  rapacious  after  Mereton's  Death,  People 

then 
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then  afcrib’d  thefe  Opprefllons  to  the  King’s  si.D.1501 
natural  Temper,  and  even  wifh’d  for  the  ^2. 
Billiop  again,  ’tisfaid,  in  a  little  time.  And 
as  the  King  cou’d  not  be  ignorant  that  his  Ex¬ 
tortions  mull  render  him  odious  to  the  People* 
he  was  always  in  dread  of  Inlurre&ions  and 
Confpiracies  againft  him,  of  which  there  was 
a  notable  Inftance  this  Year  ;  for  the  Earl  of  Earl 
Suffolk,  Son  of  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  the  late 

King’s  Sifter,  and  of - De  la  Pole ,  Earl  of  DifgulTtb 

Suffolk,  reforting  to  the  Court  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Flanders . 
Burgundy  upon  fome  Difguft,  gave  him  the  The  King 
utmoft  Uneaftnefs ;  he  cou’d  not  reft  till  he  Prevails0li 

L  ,  -  ,  ,  .  nun  tore- 

round  means  to  periuade  him  to  return  to  return 

England  again.  However,  to  divert  his  Cares* 
the  Princefs  Katherine ,  Infanta  of  Spain ,  ar¬ 
riving  in  England  in  Odiober *  he  folemniz’d  Prince  Jr- 
the  Marriage  between  her  and  Prince  Arthur  thur^& 
with  great  Splendor  on  the  fourteenth  Day  the  lnfantt 
of  November ,  and  all  the  World  imagin’d  it  m‘ime  ' 
had  been  confummated  the  fame  Night  ;  but 
notwithftanding  the  Prince  liv’d  with  the  In¬ 
fanta  as  his  Wife  feveral  Months,  we  find  the 
Confummation  difputed  twenty  Years  after¬ 
wards. 

The  Contract  of  Marriage  alfo  between  4.D.i$oz 

the  Princefs  Margaret  and  James  IV.  King  * - 

of  Scots  was  concluded  on  the  2 4th of  January  l7Sil8H  7 
15021  by  which  the  King  engag’d  to  give 
thirty  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  with  that  riagebe- 
Princefs,  and  James  ftipulated  to  fettle  a  twsenthe 
Jointure  of  two  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum  ^Ba°nd 
upon  her  ;  and  tho’  it  v/as  agreed  that  the  thePrin«e» 
Marriage  fhou’d  be  folemniz’d  by  Proxy  in  Margaret 
Words  of  prefen  t  time  at  Candlemas  following,  concluded, 
ftie  was  not  to  be  fent  to  her  Husband  till&yj- 
t ember ,  1503.  At  the  fame  time  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  was  concluded  between  the  two  Na- 

Yoi.  XVII J.  A  a  a  tions. 
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A  d  1502  tions.  The  Court  having  fpent  the  Winter 
in  jufts,  Feftivals,  and  Shews  on  account  of 
ly'"V"N‘~  thele  two  Marriages,  their  Mirth  was  on 
Prince  Ar-  a  fudden  converted  into  Mourning  by  the 
tbur  dies.  Death  of  Prince  Arthur ,  one  of  the  Bride¬ 
grooms,  the  King’s  eldeft  Son,  who  died  on 
the  fecond  of  Aprils  1502,  in  the  17th  Year 
of  his  Age,  being  about  five  Months  after 
his  Marriage  with  the  Infanta,  and  in  June 
Pdnc eHen-  following  Prince  Henry  was  created  Prince  of 
ry  created  Wales,  according  to  Rap  in,  tho’  the  Lord 
Pnnce  of  £acon  relates  lie  was  not  created  till  February 
1503,  which  is  much  more  probable,  becauie 
it  cou’d  not  be  known  fuddenly  whether  the 
Princefs  was  with  Child  or  not.  As  to  what 
he  fays  of  Henry's  being  ftil’d  Prince  of  Wales 
in  an  Inftrument  in  Rymer* s  Foedera ,  dated 
in  June ,  1502,  it  is  poffible  he  might  gene¬ 
rally  be  call'd  Prince  of  Wales  before  he  re¬ 
ceiv’d  his  Patent,  and  he  is  only  ftil’d  fo  in 
that  Inftrument  by  way  of  Recital.  This  Year 
Maximilian  the  Emperor  fent  Ambafladors 
to  England  to  propofe  the  entering  into  an  Al- 
The King  liance  againft  the  Turk-,  but  King  Henry 
prefents  the  ch0fe  rather  to  prelent  that  Prince  with  the 
Em£aSum  Sum  of  ten  thoufand  Pounds  towards  his  Ex- 
of  Money  pedition  againft  the  Infidels  than  to  become 
tobeem-  a  Party  in  that  War.  He  advanc’d  a  further 
Ploy’d  J  Sum  to  Ladijlaus  King  of  Hungary,  who  fent 
lh  to  follicit  his  Aid  againft  the  fame  People. 
Sebajlian  About  the  fame  times ebadianCabot  return’d 
Cabot  re-  fr0m  his  Difcoveries  to  the  Northweft,  and 
Sams  from  brought  over  fome  of  the  Natives  of  North 
C  ?  America ,  who  had  no  other  Cloathing  than 
Further  the  Skins  of  Beafts  and  by  a  Patent  bearing 
Difcoveries  Date  the  9th  of  December,  another  Commifti- 
attempted  Qn  was  granted  to  James  Elliot  and  AJhhurJl , 
Merchants  of  Brijlol,  and  to  John  Gonfalez 

and 
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and  Francis  Fernandez ,  Portuguefe  Adven-  ^  Z5  i  503 
turers,  to  make  further  Difcoveries  for  the  “I — ~“ 
Benefit  of  the  Crown  of  England.  '(/v'sJ 

The  Queen  was  deliver’d  of  a  Princefs  the  TheQueen 
following  Year,  baptiz’d  by  the  Name  of  dies  in 
Katherine  but  fhe  died  in  Child-bed  on  the  cblldbed. 
nth  of  February,  and  the  Child  a  few  Days 
after.  She  had  brought  the  King  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  Children,  and  was  in  every  relpedt  an  a- 
greeable  Lady  ;  but  he  treated  her  barba- 
roufly  notwithftanding,  imprifoning  her  Mo¬ 
ther,  and  perpetually  perfecuting  the  reft  of 
her  Relations,  with  the  whole  Party  of  the 
Torkifts ,  of  which  fhe  was  the  Head.  And  in¬ 
deed  from  fuch  a  churl ifh  Prince,  whofe  Views 
ever  feem’d  to  center  in  himfelf,  and  who  had 
no  manner  of  Tendernefs  for  the  reft  of  Man¬ 
kind,  another  Condudt  cou’d  not  be  expected. 

As  he  encreafed  in  Years  his  Covetoufnefs  ftill 
grew  upon  him.  In  the  latter  End  of  his  Reign  TheKmg’s 
he  kept  no  Meafures,  but  made  it  his  Bufinefs  bcreafe^ 
to  plunder  the  Nation  in  general,  whether 
Friends  or  Foes,  by  the  moft  detefted  means. 

The  principal  Inftruments  he  made  ufe  of  Empfim 
to  rob  his  Subjects,  were  Richard  Empfon  ind  Dudley 
and  Edward  Dudley ,  of  whom  the  Lord  Ba -  his  Infiru* 
con  gives  the  following  Character,  4  They  x^eir 
4  were,  (  fays  that  noble  Writer, )  bold  Men  Charafter 
‘  and  carelefs  of  Fame.  Dudley  was  of  a'byL°id 
*  good  Family,  eloquent,  and  one  that  could  Bacm' 

4  put  hateful  Bufinefs  into  good  Language. 

4  But  Empfon  was  the  Son  of  a  Sieve-maker, 

4  who  always  triumph’d  in  his  Roguery. 

4  They  were  Lawyers  by  ProfelTion,  and 
4  Members  of  the  Privy-Council ;  but  they 
4  converted  Law  and  Juftice  into  Worm- 
4  wood  and  Rapine.  They  us’d  to  indidt 
4  People  of  various  Crimes,  and  when  Bills 
A.  a  a  *  4  were 
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were  found  againft  them  by  the  Grand  Ju- 
;  ry,  they  committed  them  to  Prifon,  where 
s  they  let  them  lie  and  languiffi,  without 
s  bringing  them  to  Trial,  and  by  Threats, 

1  and  other  Devices,  compell’d  them  to 
-  compound  for  great  Fines,  tho’  never  fo 
1  innocent,  After  fome  time  they  left  off 
1  proceeding  by  Indidtment,  and  added  open- 
r:  ly,  without  any  Colour  or  Form  of  Law, 

4  attaching  Perfons  by  their  own  Precepts, 

4  and  trying  them  without  Juries,  in  a  Sum- 
1  mary  way  ;  they  took  upon  them  to  deter- 
‘  mine  Civil,  as  well  as  Criminal  Caufes,  in 
4  that  manner., 

4  They  charg’d  the  Subjects  Lands  with 
4  Tenures  in  Capite ,  by  finding  falfe  Offices, 

4  and  thereby  made  them  liable  to  Ward- 
4  fhips,  Liveries,  Primier  Seizins,  and 
4  Alienations,  ( the  Fruits  of  fuch  Tenures) 

*  not  admitting  People  to  traverie  fuch  Offi- 
4  ces.  And  the  King’s  Wards  were  forc’d  to 
4  pay  exc^ffive  Fines  when  they  arriv’d  at 
4  full  Age,  before  they  could  have  Livery 
4  of  their  Lands.  And  when  they  did  make 
4  ufe  of  Jurors,  they  would  Fine  and  Impri- 
4  fon  them,  till  they  gave  fuch  Verdidts  as 

*  they  di&ated  to  them. 

4  They  would  not  fuffer  thofe  who  were 
4  outlaw’d  in  perfonal  Actions,  to  purchafe 
4  Charters  of  Pardon,  but  infifted  on  the 
4  abfolute  forfeiture  of  their  Goods,  and  that 
4  the  King  ought  to  have  the  Profits  of  their 
4  Lands  for  the  Space  of  two  Years :  En- 
4  riching  themfelves,  as  well  as  their  Mafter, 
4  by  their  various  Extortions.  But  they 
4  rais’d  moft  Money  on  the  Penal  Laws, 
4  wherein  they  fpar’d  none.  Great  or  Small, 

*  or  ever  confider’d  whether  the  Law  were 

4  poffible 
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5  pofiible  or  impoftible,  in  ufe  or  obfolete  *,  -d.o.  1503 
4  being  ever  attended  by  a  Rabble  of  Pro-  "jp  “ 
4  moters,  Informers,  and  leading  Jurors, 

4  who  would  find  either  Fa£t  or  Valuation, 

4  as  they  were  taught.’ 

But  there  is  a  Story  related  by  the  fame 
noble  Writer,  which  if  true,  reflects  no  lefs 
on  the  King  himfelf,  than  on  his  Inftruments, 
he  gives  us  it  however,  only  as  a  Common 
Report  in  his  time.  *  The  Earl  of  Oxford , 

4  one  of  the  molt  confiderable  Minifters  of 
4  State  in  time  of  Peace,  and  the  General 
4  on  whom  the  King  principally  relied  in 
4  War,  having  invited  his  Highnefs  to  the 
‘  Caftle  of  Henmngham ,  and  given  him  a 
4  magnificent  Entertainment,  the  King  ob- 
4  ferv’d  at  his  going  away  a  very  numerous 
4  Retinue  in  the  Earl’s  Livery  j  whereupon 
4  he  faid,  My  Lord,  I  have  heard  much  of 
4  your  Hofpitality ,  but  I  fee  it  is  greater  than 
4  the  Speech .  Yhefe  handfme  Gentlemen  and 
4  Yeomen ,  which  I  fee  on  both  fides  of  me,  are 
4  fur e  your  menial  Servants.  The  Earl  fmil’d 
4  and  faid,  It  may  pleafe  your  Grace ,  that 
k  were  not  for  mine  Eafe :  They  are  moft  of 
4  them  my  Retainers,  and  are  come  to  do  me 
4  Service  at  fitch  a  time  as  this  ■,  and  chiefly  to 
4  fee  your  Grace.  The  Kingftarted  a  little  ami 
4  faid,  By  my  Faith,  my  Lord ,  I  thank  you  for 
4  my  good  (Shear ,  but  I  may  not  endure  to  have 
4  my  Laws  broken  in  my  Sight ;  my  Attorney  mujl 
4  l peak  with  you.  And  it  is  part  oi  the  Re- 
4  iarion,  that  the  Earl  compounded  for  fifteen  The  Earl 
4  thoufand  Marks,’  The  Lord  Bacon  relates  of  Oxford 
further,  4  That  he  had  feen.a  Book  of  Ac- 

4  counts  of  Empfon' s,  every  Leaf  almoft  of 
1  which  was  fign’d  with  the  King’s  Hand, 

5  and  poftiii’d  by  him  in  the  Margin,  in 

which 
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^.0.1503  «  which  was  the  following  Memorandum. 

’  ‘  Item,  Received  of  - five  Marks  for 

‘  the  Pardon  to  he  procur'd,  and  if  the  Pardon 
‘  to  not  pafs ,  the  Money  to  he  repaid ,  except  the 

4  Party  he  fome  otherwife  fatisfied. -  And 

*  over  againft:  this  Memorandom,  was  writ- 
4  ten  in  the  Margin,  with  the  King’s  own 
4  Hand,  Otherwife  fatisfied.  ’  To  fuch  mean 
things  did  this  milerable  Monarch  defcend. 

A  Confpi-  Thefe  Extortions  occafioning  a  general 

racy  by  the  Difcontent - -  De  la  Pole ,  Earl  of  Suffolk , 

Suffolk  W^°  was  l°°k’d  upon  as  the  neareft  Heir 
againft  the  Male  to  the  Crown,  of  the  Houfe  of  York, 
King.  enter’d  into  a  Confpiracy  with  his  Friends  in 
England ,  againft  the  Government',  after 
which  he  went  over  to  Flanders ,  to  the  Dut- 
chefs  of  Burgundy ,  in  hopes  of  procuring  Fo¬ 
reign  Afiiftance.  My  Lord  Bacon  fuggefts, 
that  the  Earl  had  dipp’d  his  Eftate  and  im- 
poverifh’d  himfelf,  by  making  too  fplendid 
an  Appearance  at  the  late  Weddings  of  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  which  put  him  upon 
this  defperate  Undertaking  •,  but  whatever 
were  his  Inducements,  his  Conduct  gave  the 
King  a  great  deal  of  Uneafinefs.  Where¬ 
upon  his  Highnels  had  recourfe  to  his  ufual 
Stratagems,  and  order’d  Sir  Robert  Curfon , 
Governor  of  Hammes-Cajlle  near  Calais ,  to 
feign  himfelf  a  Malecontent,  and  defert  over 
The  King  to  the  Earl,  whereby  the  King  difcover’d  all 
di (covers  his  Enemies  Defigns ;  and  upon  the  Advices 
™  '  drfeats  he  receiv’d  from  Curfon ,  apprehended  feveral 
of  the  Con fpira tors,  as  the  Earl  of  Devon , 
who  had  married  the  Princefs  Katherine 
Daughter  of  Edward  IV.  and  the  late  Queen’s 
Sifter  •,  William  de  la  Pole ,  Brother  of  the  Earl 
of  Suffolk  j  the  Lord  Ahergavennie-,  Sir  Thomas 
Green •,  Sir  JamesTyrreh  Sir  John  Windham,  and 

feveral 
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feveral  others.  The  Earl  of  Devon  was  com-  A.D.  1503 

mitted  to  the  Tower,  and  remain’d  a  Prifo-  - - — 

ner  there  till  the  end  of  this  Reign,  without 
being  brought  to  Trial  ;  William  de  la  Pole 
alfo  remain’d  in  Prifon  a  great  while  ;  but 
Sir  James  Tyrrell  luppos’d  to  be  the  Mur-  Tyrrel and 
derer  of  King  Edward  V.  and  his  Brother,  other  Con- 
with  Sir  John  Windham ,  and  fame  other  *Pirator® 
inferior  People,  were  executed  as  Tray  tors  :  execUl£  ' 
And  the  Lord  Abergavennie ,  and  Sir  'Thomas 
Green ,  were  foon  after  fet  at  Liberty.  Which 
partial  Proceeding  occafion’d  People  to  con¬ 
jecture,  that  Curfon ,  when  he  made  his  Dif- 
covery,  had  ftipulated  with  the  King,  for 
the  Lives  of  moil  of  the  great  Men  he  be¬ 
tray’d.  And  that  Curfon  might  not  be 
fufpeCted  of  difeovering  the  Plot,  the  King 
caus’d  him  to  be  declar’d  Excommunicated 
by  Name,  together  -with  the  Earl  of  Suffolk , 
and  the  reft  of  the  Malecontents,  every  Sun¬ 
day  in  St.  Paul’s.  Whereupon  the  Lord 
Bacon  obferves,  That  Heaven  was  made  too 
much  to  bow  to  Earth ,  and  Religion  to  Policy . 

Which  is  not  much  to  be  wonder’d  at,  in  a 
Prince  that  made  his  Mammon  his  God. 

Curfon  having  done  the  King  what  Service 
he  could  abroad,  return’d  to  England ,  and 
was  gracioufty  receiv’d  at  Court,  but  detefted 
by  the  reft  of  Mankind,  who  abhorr’d  his 
treacherous  Practices.  And  the  Earl  finding 
all  his  Schemes  difconcerted  in  Flanders ,  tra¬ 
veled  into  France  and  Germany ,  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  the  Affiftance  of  fome  other  Power 
to  attack  King  Henry  ^  but  being  every 
where  difappointed,  he  return’d  to  the  Low- 
Countries  again,  and  put  himlelf  under  the 
Protection  of  the  Archduke  Philip. 


A  Parlia- 
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^.£>.1504  A  Parliament  being  affembled  on  the  25th 
'  of  January  the  following  Year,  the  Members 
c/VNJ  t^ie  C°mmons  appear’d  fo  devoted  to  the 
Dudley cho-  Courts  that  they  chofe  the  infamous  Dudley , 
fenSpeaker  the  principal  Inftrument  of  the  King’s  Ex- 
oftheCom-  t0rtions,  their  Speaker  ;  and  tho’  the  King 
was  engag’d  in  no  War,  or  had  a  Profpedt  of 
any,  he  thought  fit  to  demand  a  Supply, 
The  king  and  obtain’d  a  Subfidy  ;  nctwithftanding 
raiies  Mo-  which,  he  iflu’d  a  Commiffion  for  a  general 
Iiey  by  va-  Benevolence  the  fame  Year.  He  made  the 
nous  Arcs.  Cjty  jpongon  advance  him  five  thoufand 

Pounds  alfo,  for  a  Confirmation  of  their  Li¬ 
berties,  and  gain’d  confiderable  Sums  by 
calling  in  the  Money  and  recoining  it.  While 
Empfcn  and  Dudley  were  fo  improv’d  in  their 
villainous  Practices,  that  they  brought  him 
in  more  Money  than  ever.  Such  Golden 
Showers,  fays  the  Lord  Bacon ,  pour  d  down, 
upon  the  King’s  Treafury  all  at  once  but 
how  miferable  were  the  People  at  the  fame 
time,  perpetually  pilfer’d  and  profecuted  by 
an  Army  of  Tax-gatherers  and  Informers  ; 
no  Man  enjoy’d  his  Fortune  in  quiet,  it  was 
well  if  he  could  redeem  his  Perfon  from 
Prifon,  by  facrificing  his  Eftate.  Thus  the 
King  in  a  manner  ingrofs’d  all  the  Riches  of 
the  Kingdom  •,  his  Subjects,  like  Slaves  in 
the  Mines,  had  no  other  Profpeft  than  the 
filling  their  Mailer’s  Coffers,  and  as  the 
The  Par-  Parliament  were  either  aw’d  or  brib’d  into  a 
liameut  Compliance  with  the  Court,  they  could  lee 
counte-  nQ  enj  Qf  t|ie:r  Miferies. 

them?  In  this  Parliament  there  pafs’d  an  Act 

The  im-  which  prohibited  the  importing  fuch  Manu- 
porcation  fa&urgs  cf  Silk  as  were  wrought  in  England , 
f.t  F°rcign  whicj^  as  rpe  Lord  Bacon  obferves,  was  found- 
Djjes'larp-  ed  on  a  true  Principle,  Eh  at  where  foreign 
hibitcd.  Eda  Uriah 
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Materials  are  but  Superfluities ,  foreign  Manu-  ■^•£>•1504 
failures  Jhou’d  be  prohibited,  for  thereby  we  J ball  ~~7f 
either  banijh  the  Superfluity  or  gain  the  Manu- 
failure.  The  reft  of  the  Statutes  made  in  this 
Parliament  will  be  found  at  the  End  of  the 
Reign. 

Ferdinand  King  of  Arragon  having  the  Mif-  ]rabeUa 
fortune  to  lofe  his  Wife,  the  celebrated  IJabella  Queencf 
Queen  of  Caflile ,  oil  the  26th  of  November  Ctflde&ssi 
this  Year,  fent  Advice  of  it  to  King  Henry , 
acquainting  him  at  the  fame  time  that  fhe  had  K[njFerJi- 
appointed  him  (Ferdinand)  Adminftrator  of  H»land 
foe  Kingdom  of  Caflile  during  his  Life  ;  butandthe 
the  Arch-Duke  Philip,  who  had  married  Jo-  ^rchDuke 
anna,  the  eldeft  Daughter  and  Heirefs  of  I  fa-  ,hls  t°nu  n‘ 
betid,  not  long  after  caus’d  himfelf  and  his  cSmthe 
Vife  to  be  proclaimed  King  and  Queen  of  Gcvern- 
Caflile  at  Bruffels,  and  declar'd  they  intended  ment- 
to  take  upon  them  the  Government  of  that  AD  iro* 
Kingdom,  which  it  was  apprehended  wou’d  5  - 
bccafion  a  War  between  the  Arch-Duke  and  20&2iH.j 
Ferdinand  his  Father-in-law. 

.  This  Difpute  ’tis  raid  gave  King  Henry  King  ®,, 
iome  Uneafinefs,  looking  upon  the  Cafe  to  be  ^rdembles 
very  much  his  own,  as  the  Forkifls  never  ac-  this  to  his 
knowledg’d  King  Henry  to  have  any  other  °wn  Care’ 
Right  to  the  Crown  than  what  he  acquir’d  by 
his  Marriage  with  Queen  Elizabeth  the  Heir¬ 
efs  of  that  Houfe,  he  began  to  be  in  pain  left 
they  fhou’d  take  it  in  their  heads,  now  fhe  was 
dead,  to  advance  his  Son  Henry,  who  was  her 
Heir,  .to  the  Throne  of  England  in  his  Life¬ 
time,  it  not  being  the  receiv’d  Opinion  in 
thofe  Days,  that  an  Ad  of  Parliament  made 
by  a  King  de  faffo  who  had  ufurp’d  the  Crown 
cou’d  deprive  the  right  Heir  of  his  Inheritance. 

And  what  gave  Henry  fome  further  Uneafinefs 
was,  left  this  Quarrel  between  Ferdinand  and 
Voi.  XVIII.  B  b  b  his 
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yf.D.1505  his  Son-in-law  the  Arch-Duke  fhou’d  draw 

- -  him  into  a  foreign  War,  which  of  all  things 

j  rea^on  t0  dread,  fince  his  Oppreffions 

had  made  his  own  Subjects  ripe  for  an  Infur- 
rebtion  :  If  the  French  King  and  the  Arch- 
Duke  fhou’d  join  their  Forces  againft  Ferdi¬ 
nand ,  he  cou’d  not  abandon  his  old  Allie  •,  and 
On  the  other  hand  a  Rupture  with  France  and 
the  Low  Countries  might  prove  fatal,  if  the 
Malecontents  in  England  fhou’d  receive  a  Re¬ 
inforcement  of  Troops  from  thence.  Hefent 
his  Agents  therefore  into  Spain,  to  difcover 
what  was  like  to  be  the  Event  of  this  Conteft 
between  Ferdinand  and  the  Arch-Duke  ;  but 
before  he  cou’d  receive  any  Satisfaftion  in  that 
Matter,  he  heard  that  the  Arch-Duke  and 
his  Wife,  who  now  ftiled  themfelves  King  and 
Queen  of  Caftile,  were  embark'd,  and  failing 
with  a  ftrong  Convoy  thither,  in  order  to  take 
upon  them  the  Government  of  that  Kingdom; 
and  a  very  few  Days  afterwards  he  underftood 
4 D-isc6  that  their  Fleet  had  been  difpers’d  by  a  Storm* 
21&22H.7  a°d  ^  Ship  the  King  and  Queen  were  in 
driven  into  the  Port  of  Weymouth  on  the 
The  King  Coaff  of  England,  where  they  both  came  on 
Shore.  Sir  Thomas  Trenchard,  who  liv’d  near 
driven  on  Weymouth,  on  the  Appearance  of  this  Fleet, 
fhore  in  it  feems,  had  affembled  the  Militia  of  the 

England.  Country,  not  knowing  whether  they  were 
Friends  or  Foes  ;  but  as  fcon  as  he  underftood 
the  King  and  Queen  were  at  Weymouth,  he 
went  and  invited  them  to  his  Floufe,  where 
he  defir’d  they  wou’d  be  pleas’d  to  ftay  till  he 
had  acquainted  King  Henry  with  their  Arrival. 
They  wou’d  gladly  have  gone  on  board  again 
and  purfu’d  their  Voyage;  but  finding  the 
Knight  was  determin’d  not  to  part  with  them 
till  he  had  heard  from  Court,  they  made  a 

Virtue 
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Virtue  of  Neceffity,  and  accepted  his  Invita¬ 
tion  ;  and  two  or  three  Days  afterwards  the 
Earl  of  Arundel ,  attended  by  three  hundred 
Horfe,  came  with  a  Compliment  to  them 
from  the  King,  and  let  them  know  that  he 
intended  to  pay  his  Refpedts  to  them  in  Perfon 
before  they  embark’d  again;  whereupon  Philip 
finding  he  fhou’d  not  be  difmifs’d  without 
an  Interview,  chofe  to  attend  the  King  at 
Windfor,  where  he  and  his  Queen  were  enter¬ 
tain’d  with  the  greateft  Magnificence,  and 
highly  carefs’d  ;  but  notwithstanding  Henry's 
Profefiions  of  Refped  and  Friendfhip  for  their 
Cafiilian  Majefties,  he  determin’d  not  to  let 
them  go  till  he  had  made  the  molt  of  them 
and  in  the  firft  Place  King  Henry  infilled  they 
fhou’d  alter  the  late  Treaty  of  Commerce 
made  between  England  and  the  Low  Countries , 
in  Favour  of  the  Englijh,  particularly.  That 
the  Liberty  the  Dutch  had  of  fifhing  on  the 
Coaft  of  England  fhou’d  be  aboli fil’d.  2.  King 
Henry  demanded  Philip's  Confent  to  his  mar- 
rying  his  Sifter  Margaret  the  Widow  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy ,  then  efteem’d  the  greateft  For¬ 
tune  in  Europe ,  which  Philip  did  not  think  fit 
to  refufe  in  the  Circumftances  he  was  in,  and 
Philip  agreed  alfo  to  add  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  Crowns  of  Gold  to  her  Portion,  for  the 
Performance  whereof  feveral  Flemijh  Lords 
took  their  Oaths,  oho 
laft. 


371 

A.D.  1506* 
zitczzHy 


They  are 
entertain’d 
by  theKing 

at  Windfor. 


Th  t  Butch 
excluded 
the  Liberty 
of  fifhing 
on  the 
Coaii  of 
England. 


Flemijh 

it  came  to  nothing  at 
There  was  a  third  thing  Henry  propos’d 
more  difficult  to  be  comply’d  with  than  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  former,  which  was,  that  he  fhou’d 
deliver  up  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  who  refided  in 
Flanders.  But  Philip,  notwithftanding  he  was 
in  Henry's  Power,  ablolutely  refus’d  this  De¬ 
mand,  determining  to  abide  the  worft  that 
cou’d  happen  to  him  rather  than  blemifh  his 
B  b  b  2  Honour 


Henry  in- 
fifts  on  rht 
delivering 
up  the 
Duke  of 
Suffolk, 
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J  d  Honour  by  facrificing  a  Nobleman  that  fled 

- - - —  to  him  for  Protection  •,  and  after  fome  warm 

zxkizHj  Debates  on  this  Head,  the  following  Expe- 
dient  was  agreed  on,  viz.  That  Henry  fhould 
pardon  the  Earl  as  to  his  Life,  and  that  then 
he  fhou’d  return  to  England ,  the  latter  of 
which  Henry  took  care  to  fee  perform’d  be¬ 
fore  he  parted  with  Philip  and  his  Queen,  for 
he  carried  them  to  London ,  where  he  enter¬ 
tain’d  them  with  Jufts,  Tournaments,  and 
Feftivals,  under  Pretence  of  doing  them  Ho¬ 
nour,  till  the  Earl  of  of  Suffolk  return’d  and 
was  committed  to  the  Tower  :  And  as  Henry 
during  Philip's  ftay  here  admitted  him  into 
the  Order  of  the  Garter,  fo  Philip  conferr’d 
that  of  the  Golden  Fleece  upon  the  Prince 
of  Wales:  Thus  afeer  the  Royal  Strangers 
had  continu’d  nine  or  ten  Weeks  in  the  Court 
of  England  they  purfu’d  their  Voyage  to 
V^Oueen  Caffle,  and  took  upon  them  the  Government 
take  upon  of  th  at  Kingdom,  which  Ferdinand  chofe  to 
them  the  refign  to  them,  and  retire  to  Arrdgon,  finding 
Govern-  t'ne  Caftilians  averfe  to  his  Adminiftration  •, 
CWdf  but  PbMp  falling  fick  and  dying  the  Sep - 
^  temher  following,  and  his  Queen  Joanna  be- 
Fcrdmand  ing  diforder’d  in  her  Senfes,  ferdinand  re¬ 
refumes  turn’d  fome  time  after,  and  re-afium’d  the 
the  Admi-  Government  of  Cajlile  again,  in  which  he  con- 
ssfmtion.  tmu>d  D]i  pe  died  ;  his  Grandfon  the  cele¬ 
brated  CharlesN .  fucceeding  him,  Annoi^is,  in 
Cajlile ,  Arragon ,  Navarre ,  and  all  the  Do¬ 
minions  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Spain , 
which  were  thereby  united  in  his  Perfon,  and 
this  Prince  being  afterwards  eledled  Emperor, 
became  much  the  moft  powerful  Monarch 
in  Europe:  In  the  mean  time  Charles  fuc¬ 
ceeding  his  Father  Philip  alfo  as  Arch-Duke 
of  Aujtria  and  Duke  of  Burgundy  in  the  Year 

1506, 
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15063  and  being  then  very  young,  the  Flem-  A.D.  1507 
mings  defir’d  his  Grandfather  Maximilian  the  '  J 
Emperor  to  take  the  Government  of  the  Low 
Countries  upon  him  as  Guardian  to  his  Grand- 
fon  ;  whereupon  Maximilian  fent  thither  his 
Daughter  Margaret  Dutchefs  Dowager  of  Sa¬ 
voy  as  his  Deputy,  who  renew’d  the  Treaty 
of  Commerce  between  England  and  the  Low 
Countries  the  following  Year. 

While  the  Minifters  of  thefe  Powers  were  A  Mar* 
engag’d  in  this  Treaty  at  Calais ,  a  Marriage  riaS'Pr0~ 
was  propos’d  between  the  Arch-Duke  Charles  ^een  t^e 
and  the  Princefs  Mary ,  King  Henry's,  young-  ArchDuke 
eft  Daughter,  and  a  Contrail  was  fign’d  on  Charles 
the  2 ill  of  December ,  1507,  it  being  ftipu- 
lated  that  Charles  fhou’d  marry  her  as  foon 
as  he  fhou’d  arrive  at  fourteen  Years  of  Age, 
and  the  King  fhou’d  give  her  a  Portion  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Pounds ;  but 
neither  did  this  Marriage  take  effeil  any 
more  than  the  other  that  had  been  negotiated 
between  Henry  himfelf  and  Margaret  Dutchefs 
of  Savoy. 

Still  the  King  went  on  with  his  Extortions 
without  controul.  The  Lord  -  Mayor  of 
London  was  this  Year  profecuted  by  Empfcn 
and  Dudley,  and  fent  to  the  Tower  becaufe  he 
did  not  pay  an  exorbitant  Fine  fet  upon  him 
for  his  negleiling  to  bring  a  Coiner  to  Juftice. 

The  Sheriffs,  Aldermen,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Magiftrates  of  London  being  involv’d  in  the 
fame  Profecution,  and  oblig’d  to  pay  fuch 
Fines  as  were  fet  upon  them.  By  this  and  TheKmg 
other  oppreffive  Ways  this  King  heap’d  up  x 
the  Sum  of  one  Million  eight  hundred  thoufand  heaps  up 
Pounds  Sterling,  which  he  kept  in  Vaults  un-  i8oooocl. 
der  the  Palace  of  Richmond ,  always  keeping 
the  Keys  himfelf,  and  fcarce  ever  fuffering 

any 
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AD.  1507  any  Perfon  to  enter  them,  but  in  his  Prefence. 
And  notwithftanding  he  was  feiz-’d  with  the 
Gout  in  his  Stomach,  and  cou’d  not  be  in- 
fenfible  of  the  Approach  of  Death,  yet  (fill 
were  Empfon  and  Dudley  fuffer’d,  and  even 
encourag’d  in  plundering  and  robbing  his 
Subjects. 

The  Year  1 508  was  taken  up  as  the  former, 
J  in  inventing  or  executing  Schemes  for  raifmg 
T/C-v.  Money,  or  in  further  Treaties  concerning  the 
The  Mar-  Marriage  of  the  Arch-Duke  of  Aujlria  fHeir 
nage  be-  Gf  Cajlile  and Arragon)  and  the  Princefs  Mary , 
ArchDuke  was  folemniz’d  by  Proxy  on  the  17th 

and  the  o ^  December,  the  Lord  Berghes  reprefenting 

Princefs  the  Arch-Duke  5  and  yet  King  Henry  with 
Mary,  fo-  a]j  abundant  Caution  cou’d  not  fecure 
byProxy  the  Confummation  of  that  Match.  He  was 
extremely  proud  of  the  Alliance,  as  appears 
by  a  Letter  he  fent  to  the  Citizens  of  Lon¬ 
don ,  wherein  he  tells  them.  He  had  built  a 
Wall  of  Brafs  about  his  Kingdom,  having  now 
the  King  of  Scotland  and  the  Heir  apparent 
of  Cajlile  for  his  Sons-in-law.  And  about  the 
time  of  this  Ceremony  it  appears  he  lent  the 
latter  the  Sum  of  fifty  thoufand  Crowns  on 
certain  Jewels,  which  form’d  a  Flower  de  Lis 
weighing  with  the  Gold  in  which  they  were 
fet  two  hundred  and  eleven  Ounces  and  half 
See  RymeAs  Fczdera,  Vol.  13  p.  241. 

^.P.1509  The  King’s  Health  declining  a-pace,  as  a 
j  2  ^  Preparative  to  his  approaching  Diffolution, 

he  granted  a  General  Pardon  to  his  Subjects, 
Ads  of  and  releas’d  all  Debtors  out  of  Prifon,  who 
Grace  per-  did  not  owe  more  than  forty  Shillings  to  any 
foim  d  by  one  ]y[an^  difcharging  their  Creditors  out  of 
©nhisInS  his  own  Purfe  *,  and  by  his  Will,  order’d  his 
Death-bed  SuccelTor  to  make  Reftitution  to  all  Men 
whom  he  had  wrong’d  by  his  Extortions, 

tho* 
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tho*  he  had  not  the  Heart  to  difcontinue  ^.£>.1509 

them  a  Moment  in  his  Life-time  ;  and  it  ap- - - 

pears  that  his  Son  had  no  great  regard  to  his 
Commands  in  this  particular ;  I  find  very 
little  reftor’d  after  the  King’s  Death,  which 
happen’d  at  his  Palace  of  Richmond,  on  the  He  dies. 

2  2d  of  April ,  1509,  in  the  53d  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  the  24th  of  his  Reign.  He  was 
buried  in  that  magnificient  Chapel  of  his 
own  ereding,  adjoining  to  the  Abby-Church 
of  Weftminfter. 

This  Prince  was  tall  and  (lender,  but  very  The  Per- 
ftrong  and  adive  ;  his  Eyes  were  grey  ;  his  fon  and 
Face  long  and  meagre  ;  and  his  Looks  grave  Charaaf 
or  rather  fevere,  tho’  he  knew  how  to  put  on 
an  Air  of  Sweetnefs  and  Condefcention,  when  Bacon. 

"he  had  an  Intereft  to  manage  that  requir’d 
ft. 

The  Lord  Bacon,  in  giving  a  Character  of 
Henry  VII.  obferves,  4  He  was  a  religious 
4  Prince,  from  the  regard  he  had  to  the 
4  Privileges  of  the  Church,  as  well  as,  from 
4  the  many  Religious  Foundations  heereded. 

4  That  he  was  clear  lighted,  and  faw  far, 

4  confidering  the  Darknefs  of  the  Times  he 
4  liv’d  in  ;  he  lov’d  Peace,  tho’  he  was  al- 
4  ways  prepar’d  for  War  ;  he  went  himfelf 
againft  all  Infurredions,  and  was  ever 
4  Vidorious  •,  but  the  Civil  Government  was 
4  very  illegally  adminiftred  ;  the  Council- 
4  Table  deciding  Caufes  that  ought  to  have 
4  been  determin’d  by  the  Courts  of  Law, 

4  tho’  the  King’s  Decifions  were  always  juft, 

4  where  he  was  not  a  Party.  That  confider- 
*  ing  the  many  Infurredions  in  his  Reign,  he 
4  may  be  accounted  a  merciful  Prince,  ha- 
4  ving  executed  but  three  Noblemen  in  cold 
‘  Blood,  (viz.)  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 

4  W arwick. 
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Warwick ,  and  Audley.  But  the  lefs  Blood 
he  drew  (he  obferves )  he  took  the  more  of 
their  Treafure.  (  He  fays, )  he  kept  all 
Men  at  a  great  Diftance,  not  admitting 
any  near  or  full  Approach,  either  to  his 
Power  or  his  Secrets  ;  for  he  was  govern’d 
by  none  •,  he  had  neither  he  or  fhe  Favou¬ 
rite.  That  he  kept  State  and  Majefty  to 
the  Height,  as  being  neceffary  to  induce 
Submiffion,  but  was  not  Vain-glorious. 

‘  That  he  us’d  all  means  to  procure  good 
Intelligence,-  and  was  Matter  of  the  Secrets 
of  all  Courts  and  Fa&ions,  while  he  himfelf 
remain’d  in  the  Dark  to  them.  And  he  did 
not  fpare,  even  to  proftitute  Religion  itfelf 
to  compafs  his  Defigns,  and  difcover  the 
Intrigues  of  his  Enemies. 

‘  That  he  car’d  not  how  fubtle  his  Mini- 


fters  were,  having  the  Matter-reach  him¬ 
felf.  But  what  is  much  to  be  admir’d,  (he 
fays, )  he  was  ferv’d  fo  faithfully,  that  he 
did  not  difplace  one  Minifter,  except  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  in  all  his  Reign.  (He 
fays,)  that  he  was  of  a  fufpicious  inquifitive 
Temper,  and  more  fear’d  than  lov’d  by 
his  Subjects  •,  but  yet  of  a  very  infinuating 
Behaviour,  to  bring  about  any  Defign  he 
had  fix’d  upon.  That  he  was  not  given1 
to  Pleafures,  but  made  them  fubfervient 
to  his  Interefts  •,  and  that  he  had  no  great 
fhare  of  Learning,  tho*  he  underftood  Men 
and  Things  admirably  well. 

4  He  kept  a  fevere  Hand  over  his  Nobility, 
and  chofe  rather  to  advance  Clergymen 
and  Lawyers,  which  were  more  obfequious 
to  him  than  the  Nobility  *,  he  was  not 
afraid  of  able  Men,  as  Lewis  XI th  of 
France  was,-  but  was  ferv’d  by  the  ableft 

‘  Men 
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c  Men  that  were  to  be  found,  without  which 
t  his  Affairs  could  never  have  profper’d  as 
‘  they  did  he  did  not  care  how  cunning 
4-they  were,  himfelf  having  theMafter-reach, 

‘  and  as  he  chofe  his  Minifters  well,  he  feldom 
‘  chang’d,  for  in  the  twenty-four  Years  of 
4  his  Reign,  he  never  difplac’d  any  of  his 
*  Council  or  Minifters  of  State,  unlels  the 
‘  Lord  Chamberlain  Stanley  \  as  to  the  reft 
1  of  his  Subjects,  he  was  always  fear’d,  but 
‘  never  lov’d  by  them.  ’ 

In  the  Life  of  this  Prince  we  fee  great  A  further 
Endowments  intermix’d  with  as  great  Fail-  Character 
ings,  and  tho’  my  Lord  Bacon  thinks  he  had 
no  Vain-glory  in  him,  to  what  elfe  can  we 
impute  that  impolitick  Procedure  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  Reign*  in  flighting  his  Queen, 
whofe  Title  alone  kept  the  Crown  upon  his 
Head  ;  and  difcountenancing  and  deprefling 
the  Torkijls ,  who  were  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Nation,  for  Quality  as  well  as  Numbers  ? 

Was  it  not  an  Ambition  to  be  thought  to 
Reign  in  his  own  Right j  and  his  Prejudice 
to  the  Torkijls ,  that  Occafton’d  thofe  many 
Infurreftions  in  his  Reign  ?  It  is  highly 
probable  he  had  never  met  with  any  Oppofi- 
tion,  if  he  had  govern’d  his  Subjects  with  an 
equal  Hand. 

Again,  Is  it  not  apparent,  that  his  natural 
Propenfion  to  Mercy,  which  our  Hiftorians 
take  Notice  of,  and  even  the  Honour  and 
Religion  they  afcribe  to  him,  were  made  to 
give  place  to  his  Intereft,  whenever  it  came 
in  Competition  with  any  of  them  ?  What 
Colour  was  there  ?  What  Excufe  can  be 
fram’d  for  his  putting  the  innocent  Earl  of 
IV arwick  to  Death  ?  And  what  can  be  faid 
in  Defence  of  the  Pra&ice  of  betravino- 
Vo  Lv  XVIII.  C  c  e  People 
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Peopie  into  their  Ruin,  by  his  Emiffariesy 
who  were  inftrudted  to  fay  or  do  any  thing 
in  order  to  gain  Confidence  with  his  Enemies, 
efpecially  when  we  fee  him  procuring  Ex- 
communications  againft  thofe  Perfons  as 
Traytors,  whom  he  knew  to  be  moil  firmly 
in  his  Intereft,  and  were  at  that  very  Inftant 
executing  his  Commands  ?  What  great 
Opinion  can  we,  after  this,  entertain  of  hrs 
Religion  ?  And  his  conftantly  employing 
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the  Penal  Laws,  to  the  Deftruftion  of  his 
People,  and  gratify  his  avaritious  Temper, 
can  give  us  no  great  Opinion  of  his  Juftice. 

The  Publick  Buildings  and  Religious 
Foundations,  eredted  by  this  Prince,  were, 
i.  The  Palace  of  Shene  or  Richmond ,  which 
he  rebuilt  from  the  Ground,  in  the  16th 
Year  of  his  Reign.  2.  That  magnificent  and 
beautiful  Fabrickat  the  Eaft  end  of  Weft  min- 
fter-Abby ,  finifh’d  in  the  1 8 th  Year  of  his 
Reign,  and  which  hill  retains  the  Name  of 
Henry  the  Seventh's  Chapel.  3 .  The  Hofpital  of 
the  Savoy ,  formerly  one  of  the  nobleft  of  the 
Royal  Palaces,  which  he  finifh’d  in  the  2  2d 
Year  of  his  Reign,  and  endow’d  it  with 
Lands,  fufficient  for  the  Maintenance  of  two 
hundred  poor  People.  The  King  alfo  eredted 
three  Monafteries  for  Francifc an- Friers,  call’d 
Obfervants  \  and  three  other  Monafteries  for 
the  Francifcansy  call’d  Conventuals.  In  this  . 
Reign  alfo,  the  Countefs  of  Richmond ,  the 
King’s  Mother,  eredted  Chrift' s-College  anti  1 
St.  John's  in  Cambridge :  And  Dr.  John  Al~ 
cock,  Bifhop  of  Ely ,  founded  Jefus-College  in 
the  fame  Univefity.  At  Oxford ,  Dr.  Richard 
Fox ,  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  founded  Corpus - 
Chrifti-C  allege  ;  and  Dr.  William  Smithy  BL 
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ihop  of  Lincoln ,  that  of  Brazen- Nofe.  In 
this  Reign  alfo  Dr.  John  Collet ,  Dean  of  St. 
Paul's,  founded  St.  Paul' s-School,  in  the 
Church-Yard  of  that  Cathedral,  See  Modern 
Hiftory,  Vol.  XV.  p.  212, 

As  to  his  Title,  which  was  every  way  de-  His 
feftive,  being  neither  Hereditary  or  Parlia¬ 
mentary,  it  was  propos’d  to  be  made  good 
by  his  Marriage  with  the  Lady  Elizabeth , 
the  Heirefs  of  the  Houfe  of  York ,  he  himfelf 
not  being  fo  much  as  Heir,  even  to  the  Houfe 
o£  Lane  after  ;  for  John  oft  Gaunt ,  the  fourth 
Son  of  Edward  III.  from  whom  Henry  VII. 
deriv’d  his  Defcent,  had  three  Wives,  and 
by  the  two  firft  left  Iflue,  and  many  of  the 
Descendants  of  John  oft  Gaunt ,  by  bis  firft 
Wife,  in  whofe  Right  he  enjoy’d  the  Dutchy 
of  Lancaftte) ,  were  living  at  the  time  of  King 
Henry  Vllths  Acceffion,  who  defeended  from 
Katherine  Swinftord ,  the  third  Wife  of  John  of 
.  Gaunt.  It  is  very  obvious,  that  the  Defcen- 
.  dants  oft  John  of  Gaunt  by  his  third  Wife, 
could  never  be  Heirs  to  the  Dutchy  of  Lan 
cafter ,  which  came  to  him  by  his  firft  Wife, 
becaufe  they  were  but  of  the  half  Blood’ 

But  the  Sons  of  John  oft  Gaunt  by  the  third 
Wife,  might  have  been  Heirs  to  him,  and 
to  the  Kingdom,  if  the  Father  himfelf  had 
had  any  Right  to  it,  upon  Failure  of  Male- 
IfTue  by  the  two  firft  Wives  (as  there  actually 
;  was)  for  the  IfTue  of  John  oft  Gaunt ,  did  not 
j  derive  a  Right  to  the  Kingdom  from  any  of 
his  Wives,  but  from  their  Father  himfelf, 
who  was  the  fourth  Son  of  Edward  III. 

1  [It  was  fometimes  pretended  indeed,  that 
‘  Blanch,  the  firft  Wife  of  John  oft  Gaunt ,  who 
lineally  defeended  from  Edmund  Crouchback , 

(  aqd  whom  the  Lancaftrians  would  have  to 
C  c  c  2  be 
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be  the  eldeft  Son  of  Henry  III. )  was  Heirefs 
of  the  Crown.  But  this  had  been  long  given 
up,  and  Edward  I.  univerfally  acknowledg’d 
to  be  the  eldeft  Son  of  Henry  III.  and  con- 
fequently  Blanch  was  not  Heirefs  of  the 
Crown,  nor  could  John  of  Gaunt  derive  any 
Right  to  it  from  her,  he  himfelf  proceeding 
from  the  elder  Son  of  Ifenry  III.  and  fine  from 
the  younger.] 

But  there  remains  a  further  Objedion 
again  ft  King  Henry  Vllth’s  deriving  any 
Right  to  the  Kingdom  from  John  of  Gaunt , 
even  fuppofing  John  of  Gaunt  himfelf  had  a 
Right  to  it. 

And  that  is,  That  the  Ifiue  John  of  Gaunt 
had  by  Katherine  Swinford ,  his  third  Wife, 
from  whom  Henry  Vllth  defcended,  were 
really  Baftards,  begotten  and  born  in  Adul¬ 
tery,  during  the  Life  of  a  former  Wife  of 
John  of  Gaunt ’s. 

To  this  I  know  it  is  commonly  replied, 
that  the  Iffue  of  this  Marriage,  between 
John  of  Gaunt  and  Katherine  Swinford ,  are 
made  legitimate  by  Parliament,  from  whence 
lbme  infer,  they  were  made  capable  of  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  Crown.  But  this  appears  a  Miftake, 
upon  perufingthe  Ad  of  Legitimation  itfelf; 
tor  as  it  is  a  receiv’d  Opinion,  that  the  Crown, 
or  the  Succeffion  thereof,  cannot  be  affeded 
or  alter’d,  but  by  exprefs  Words,  and  there 
being  not  fo  much  as  general  Words  in  this 
Ad,  that  can  amount  to  the  enabling  this 
lpurious  Iffue  to  fucceed  to  the  Crown,  they 
muft  ftill  remain  under  their  Incapacities  as 
to  that  Point. 

The  only  Word  which  gives  any  Colour 
to  the  contrary  Opinion  is  Principatus ,  Prin¬ 
cipalities  ;  and  this,  my  Lord  Coke ,  in  his 
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fourth  Inftitutes ,  is  of  Opinion,  could  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  enable  them  to  inherit  the  Crown  •, 
and  if  we  had  not  fo  great  an  Authority,  it 
feems  plain  from  the  Word  Principatus  being 
plac’d  after  the  Word  Ducatus ,  that  fome- 
thing  lefs  than  a  Dukedom  was  intended  by 
it,  for  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  lowed:  Titles 
are  laft  mention’d  in  this  Aft ;  and  it  is  fur¬ 
ther  obfervable,  that  the  Adi  fays,  all  Duke¬ 
doms,  Principalities,  &c.  a  nobis  dependeant 
Jeu  teneantur ,  depending  or  holden  of  us, 
which  by  no  Conftruftion  can  relate  to  the 
Kingdom  itfelf,  but  to  fome  inferior  Prin¬ 
cipalities,  holden  or  dependant  of  the  King 
befides,  it  cannot  be  fuppos’d,  that  if  the 
Parliament  had  intended  by  this  Aft,  to  have 
alter’d  or  limited  the  Succdlion  of  the  Crown, 
but  they  would  have  us’d  more  determin’d 
and  fignificant  Exprefiions.  But,  as  I  laid, 
upon  the  bare  perufal  of  the  Aft  itfelf,  I 
believe  it  will  be  eafily  admitted,  that  the 
Ifiue  of  Katherin?  Swinford  by  John  of  Gaunt , 
were  only  intended  to  be  made  capable  of 
Inheriting  fuch  Honours  and  Eftates  as  Sub- 
jefts  might  inherit,  and  the  Aft  had  no  View 
to  the  Succeflion  of  the  Crown. 

But  there  is  no  Neceflity  of  labouring  this 
Point  any  further,  it  being  at  this  Day 
univerfally  agreed,  that  the  Right  to  the 
Crown  was  in  the  Houfe  of  York,  and  that 
none  of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafter 
had  any  Title  to  it. 

Our  Hiftorians  indeed  are  very  ready  to 
admit  Henry  Vllth’s  Title,  after  his  Mar¬ 
riage  with  the  Lady  Elizabeth ,  eldeft  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edward  IV.  and  Heirefsof  the  Houfe 
of  York ,  becaufe  it  is  prefum’d,  they  fay,  he 
adminiftred  the  Government  by  the  Confent 
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of  his  Wife  ;  yet  fince  it  appears  he  was  ever 
averfe  to  the  owning  her  Title,  and  that  ihe 
was  wholly  excluded  the  Exercife  of  the  Go? 
vernment,  and  not  fo  much  as  join’d  with 
him  in  one  Regal  A£t,  I  can’t  fee  why  he 
lliould  not  dill  be  efteem’d  a  Ufurper. 

Indeed  had  the  Royal  Aflent  been  given 
by  her,  to  the  A6t  which  fettled  the  Crown 
upon  Henry  VII.  and  his  I  flue,  then  might 
his  Title  have  been  admitted  on  all  Hands. 
But  the  bare  marrying  a  Queen  of  England , 
will  not  confer  the  Power,  or  even  the  Name 
of  a  King  upon  the  Man  fhe  marries. 

The  Truth  is,  King  Henry  had  Victory 
and  the  Pope  on  his  fide,  and  having  mar¬ 
ried  the  undoubted  Heirefs  of  the  Crown, 
had  no  Competitors  to  fear  ;  and  as  he  was 
not  under  a  Neceflity  of  declaring  by  what 
Right  he  held  the  Crown,  he  gratified  his 
Humour,  iji  not  declaring  he  held  it  in 
the  Right  of  a  Family,  which  of  all  o- 
thers  he  hated.  We  fee  it  was  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  Reluctance,  he  was  at  length 
prevail’d  on  to  marry  the  Lady  Elizabeth , 
tho’  under  the  moll  folemn  Engagements 
to  do  it,  and  without  which  Alliance  he 
knew  he  muft  never  expect  to  f;t  eafy  on 
his  Throne. 

.  .  He  married,  as  has  been  already  obferv’d, 
r;age  and  Elizabeth ,  deleft  Daughter  of  King  Edw.  IV. 
I ITue.  whom  two  Years  afterwards  he  caus’d  to  be 
crown’d.  She  liv’d  his  Wife  eighteen  Years, 
and  died  in  Child-bed  in  the  Tower  of  London 
the  nth  of  February ,  1503,  the  very  Day  of 
the  Month  on  which  fhe  was  born.  She  was 
buried  at  JVeftminfter  in  that  magnificent 
Chapel,  and  under  a  rich  Monument  of  Cop¬ 
per  gilt,  which  her  Hufband  had  erefted. 

He 
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He  had  Iffue  by  her  three  Sons  and  four 
Daughters.  His  eldeft  Son  Arthur  was  born 
at  Winch  eft  er  the  20th  Day  of  September,  in 
the  fecond  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  died  at 
Ludlow  at  fifteen  Years  old  and  a  half.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St. 
Mary’s  in  Worcefter ,  where,  in  the  South-fide 
of  the  Quire,  he  lies  entomb’d  in  Touch  or 
Jet,  without  any  Remembrance  of  him  by 
Pidture.  His  fecond  Son  Henry  was  born  at 
Greenwich  in  Kent  on  the  2  2d  Day  of  June , 
in  the  feventh  Year  of  his  Father’s  Reign, 
and  fucceeded  him  in  the  Kingdom.  His 
third  Son  Edmund  was  born  in  the  tenth  Year 
of  his  Father’s  Reign,  and  died  at  five  Years 
of  Age  at  Bijhops-Hatficld ,  and  was  buried  at 
Weftjninfter.  His  eldeft  Daughter  Margaret 
was  born  the  29th  Day  of  November,  in  the 
fifth  Year  of  her  Father’s  Reign,  and  at  14 
Years  of  Age  was  married  to  James  the  I  Vth, 
King  of  Scotland ,  by  whom  fhe  had  three 
Sons,  James  V.  Arthur  and  Alexander,  and 
one  Daughter,  which  three  laft  died  all  of 
them  young :  and  after  the  Death  of  her 
Hufband  King  James,  ((lain  at  Flodden-Field 
in  Fight  againft  the  Englijh)  fhe  was  re-mar¬ 
ried  to  Archibald  Dowglafs,  Earl  of  Angus,  in 
the  Year  1514,  by  whom  fhe  had  Iffue  Henry 
Lord  Dernley,  efteem’d  the  rnoft  beautiful  and 
accomplifh’d  Nobleman  in  the  Court  of  Scot¬ 
land,  who  married  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and 
by  her  had  Iffue  James  the  Firft,  King  of 
Great-Britain,  and  Charles  Earl  of  Lenox, 
Father  of  the  Lady  Arabella.  The  fecond 
Daughter  of  Henry  VII.  was  the  Princefs  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  who  was  born  Anno  1492,  and  died  at 
three  Years  of  Age.  His  third  Daughter  was 
the  Princefs  Mary,  firft  efpous’d  to  Charles 
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King  of  Caftile ,  afterwards  elected  Emperor* 
and  (fil’d  Charles  V.  but  this  Marriage  being 
never  confummated,  fhewas  afterwards  mar¬ 
ried  to  Lewis  XII.  King  of  France,  who  being 
then  advanc’d  in  Years,  dy’d  three  Months 
after  the  Marriage  ;  and  fhe  was  married  a 
third  time  to  Charles  Brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk , 
by  whom  fhe  had  feveral  Children  ;  and  thefe 
King  Henry  VIII.  declar’d  Heirs  to  the  Crown 
on  failure  oflffue  of  his  Daughters  Mary  and 
Elizabeth ,  as  he  was  empower’d  to  do  by  Act 
of  Parliament.  Notwithftanding  which,theNa- 
Rfng  Hen-  gon  recogniz’d  YldxifJ  nines  V.  of  Scotland  their 
ry  VIII.  ^W[10  was  defcended  from  Margaret ,  the 

Succefcon  eldeft  Daughter  of  Henry  VII.)  on  the  De¬ 
in  the  Svf-  mife  of  Qgezn  Elizabeth,  the  great  Inducement 
^Family .  to  which,  was  the  uniting  the  Kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland  under  one  Head  •,  tho 
if  the  Parliament  can  break  into  the  lineal 
Succeffion,  and  defeat  an  Hereditary  Right, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Pofterity  of  Charles 
Brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Princefs 
Mary,  ought  to  have  been  preferr’d  to  the 
Scotijh  Line. 

Statutes  in  The  principal  Statutes  pafs'd  in  this  Reign  > 
this  Reign,  befides  thofe  relating  to  the  Taxes  already 
mention’d,  were  the  following,  viz. 
jk  In  i  Hen.  7.  Cap.  4.  empowering  Ordinaries  to 
continence  punifh  Priefts  guilty  of  Adultery,  Fornication 
punifh’d.  or  Inceft,  by  imprifoning  their  Perfons  for 
luch  time  as  the  Ordinaries  faw  fit. 

Punters  in  i  Hen.  7.  Cap .  7.  The  hunting  in  Forefts* 
difuife  "  Parks  or  Warrens,  in  the  Night-time  dif- 
guilty  of  guis’d,  declar’d  to  be  Felony,  unlefs  the  Party 
Felony.  Confefs’d  the  Fad  on  his  Examination,  and 
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before  were  only  determin’d  in  the  Courts  of 
Common  Law  ;  and  in  Cafes  of  Murder  gives  Appeal  of 
the  Wife  or  neareft  Relation  their  Appeal,  Murder, 
after  an  Acquittal,  at  the  King’s  Suit. 

3  Hen.  7.  Cap.  2.  makes  it  Felony  to  carry  Can7in g 
away  a  Woman,  Wife,  Widow  or  Maid,  a-  away  Wc“ 
gain  ft  her  Will,  having  Lands  or  Goods,  or  marking 
being  Heir  Apparent  to  he*i  Anceftors,  and  ordering 
the  Abettors  in  fuch  an  Offence  equally  Cri-  thfim  a~ 

minal.  .  Contents^ 

3  Hen.  7.  Cap.  4.  declares  all  Deeds  of  Gift  Felony. 5 
to  defraud  Creditors  void.  Fraudulent 

3  Hen.  7.  Cap.  8.  requires  all  Merchants  A-  Deeds- 
liens  to  lay  out  the  Money  they  receive  in  the  Merchants 
Merchandize  of  this  Realm.  AIien* 

3  Hen.  7.  Gap.  10.  gives  Cofts  to  the  Plain-  Colts  in  2 
tiff  where  the  Defendant  brings  a  Writ  of  Writ  of 

Error.  Error. 

3  Hen.  7.  Cap.  14.  declares  it  to  be  Felony  Felony  to 
for  any  of  the  King’s  fworn  Servants,  under  confPire 
the  Degree  of  a  Peer,  to  conipire  the  De- 
ftrudtion  of  the  King,  or  any  Lord  of  this  iterof  m' 
Realm,  or  any  other  Perfori  fworn  of  the  State, 
King’s  Council,  or  of  the  Steward,  Treafurer 

or  Comptroller  of  the  King’s  Houfe.  Con¬ 
viction  to  be  by  12  of  the  Houfhold  before 
the  faid  Steward,  Treafurer  and  Comptroller, 
or  any  two  of  them. 

4  Hen.  7.  Cap .  prohibits  Butchers  to  kill  Butcher? 

Meat  in  any  wall’d  Town,  or  in  Cambridge .  fot  t0  ki# 

4  Hen.  7.  Cap.  12.  requires  Juftices  of  Peace  d 
to  perform  their  Duty,  on  pain  of  being  turn’d  juiiicesof 
out  and  otherwife  punifh’d.  Peace. 

^  Hen.  7.  Cap.  13.  declares  that  the  Benefit  Clergy  id 
of  the  Clergy  fhall  be  allow’d  but  once  and  aliow^ 
that  the  Perfon  Convidt  fhall  be  mark’d  0-  but  once* 
penly  before  the  judge,  upon  the  Brawn 
Vo'Lo  XVfIL  D  dd  his  ’ 
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his  Left  Thumb,  with  an  M  for  Murder,  and 
with  a  T  for  any  other  Felony. 

4  Hen.  7  Cap.  24.  provides,  that  Fines  be 
proclaim’d  four  Terms  fucceffively  •,  and  that 
they  fhall  conclude  all  Perfons  after  5  Years 
Nonclaim, except  Perfons  underAge,  inPrifon, 
out  of  the  Realm,  or  of  Non  fane  Memory  ; 
and  thefe  are  not  to  be  barr’d  till  five  Years 
after  fuch  Impediments  are  remov’d  •,  nor  are 
any  to  be  barr’d  till  five  Years  after  their  re- 
fpedtive  Rights  accrue  •,  nor  are  any  to  be 
bound  by  a  Fine  where  the  Parties  levying 
it  had  nothing  in  the  Lands. 

11  Hen.  7.  Cap.  1.  This  A6t  indemnifies  all 
thofe  who  lerve  a  King  de  faffio  in  his  Wars. 

11  Hen.  7.  Cap.  4.  and  12  Hen.  7.  Cap.  5. 
orders  Weights  and  Meafures  to  be  fent  to 
every  City  and  Borough  ;  and  that  all  Market 
Towns  fhall  furnifh  themfelves  with  Weights 
and  Meafures  according  to  the  Standard,  and 
all  People  buy  and  fell  thereby. 

1 1  Hen.  7.  Cap.  6.  was  made  for  fupprefiing 
Riots,  but  is  now  expir’d, 

1 1  Hen.  7.  Cap.  8.  was  made  againfl  Ufury, 
but  has  fince  been  alter’d^ 

11  Hen.  7.  Cap.  12.  enacts.  That  poor 
People  may  have  Original  Writs  and  Sub¬ 
poena’s  gratis  ;  and  that  the  Judges  of  the 
refpective  Courts  aflign  the  Pauper  Council 
and  Attornies,  who  are  enjoin’d  to  difpatch 
his  Bufinefs  without  Fees. 

11  Hen.  7.  Cap.  13.  prohibits  the  Exporta¬ 
tion  of  Horfes  without  the  King’s  Licenfe. 

11  Hen.  7.  Cap.  17.  inflicts  a  Penalty  of 
ten  Pounds  on  fuch  as  take  Pheafants  or  Par¬ 
tridges  in  another’s  Freehold  ;  and  thofe  who 
take  theEggs  of  Hawks  or  Swans,  to  be  fin’d 
and  imprifon’d  a  Year  and  a  Day. 

11  Hen* 
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11  Hen.  7.  Cap.  16.  and  19  Hen.  7.  Cap.  i.AUPerfbns 
requires  all  Perfons,  having  Offices,  Fees  or  in  °ffice> 
Annuities  of  the  Crown,  to  attend  the  King ^ht0wrve 
in  his  Wars,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fuch  Offices, 6  arS 
but  they  were  to  receive  Wages  from  the 
King  from  the  time  they  left  their  Dwellings. 

19  Hen.  7.  Cap.  10.  gives  the  Cuftody  &of  Goals, 
the  common  Goals  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  re- 
fpective  Counties,  and  afcertains  the  Penalties 
for  Efcapes. 

19  Hen.  7.  Cap.  21.  prohibits  the  importing  Foreign 
Silk  wrought  in  Ribbons,  Laces,  Girdles,  Mamf- 
Cauls,  Cories,  Tiffues  or  Points,  on  pain  0ffaftures 
Forfeiture.  prohibited. 


Two  very  great  Difcoveries  were  made  in  America 
this  Reign,  viz.  1.  That  of  America  by  Co-  difcovei’d 
lu?nbus  for  the  Spaniards  in  the  Year  1492  ffy  Colum- 
and  2.  The  Paffage  to  the  Eaft -Indies  round tJ.'  f  a 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  Vafco  de  Gama  for  Indies  by 
the  Portugnefe,  Anno  1497.  Vafco  de 

By  the  former  the  Spaniards  became  poCGama‘ 
fefs’d  of  Potofi  and  other  filver  Mines,  which 
render’d  Silver  much  more  plentiful  in  Europe 
than  it  was  before  that  Difcovery.  And  by 
the  latter  the  Silks,  Spices,  and  other  valuable 
Merchandizes  of  the  Eaft,  were  brought  to 
Europe  by  the  Portugnefe  Shipping,  which  for¬ 
merly  came  over  Land  thro’  Egypt  and  other 
parts  of  Turky,  and  were  brought  from  thence 
to  us  by  the  V metians ,  Genoefe ,  Florentines , 
and  other  Maritime  Powers  of  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  who  fince  this  Difcovery  are  extremely 
declin’d  in  their  Wealth  and  Grandeur. 

.  I  conclude  with  obferving,  that  the  or-  The  or¬ 
dinary  Price  of  Wheat  in  this  Reign  was  Six- ference  be- 
pence  a  Buffiel  •,  and  the  common  Price  of  tvveen the 
Wheat  fince  the  beginning  of  this  Century,  ?ri,ceof 
)ne  Year  with  another,  has  been  about  three  yllt? 

D  d  d  2  Shillings  of  silver  kt 
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chat  Reign  Shillings  and  Six-pence  a  Bufhel;  from  whence 
and  the  j  conjecture,  that  Silver  was  about  feven  times 
preen  .  vajue  two  huncire(i  Years  ago  that  it  is  at 
prefent'i  or  that  one  hundred  Pounds  per  Ann. 
would  go  as  far  then  as  feven  hundred  will 
now,  which  makes  the  Treafure  King  Henry 
left  behind  him  appear  exceeding  great,  as  be¬ 
ing  equivalent  tp  twelve  millions  fix  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Pounds  of  pnr  Money.  It  is 
highly  probable  he  had  three  Fourths  of  the 
Coin  of  the  Nation  in  his  Coffers. 

"A-  .  *. 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

Contains  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

TH  E  late  King  Henry  VII.  dying  on  a.d.1So9 

the  22d  of  April,  1509,  his  only  fur-  - - 

I  viving  Son,  was  immediately  proclaim’d  iHenS. 

|  King  by  the  Name  ot  Henry  VIII.  wanting 
|  then  but  little  more  than  two  Months  of  cefiion, 
eighteen  Years  of  Age,  for  he  was  born  on 
the  28th  of  June ,  1491.  He  continu’d  molt  He  cor- 
of  the  Privy-Council  and  great  Officers  of  tinues  the 
State  in  their  Polls,  who  had  ferv’d  his  Fa-  cAef  ^ 
ther,  particularly  Dr.  IVarham ,  Archbiffiop  g^s  ct 
of  Canterbury ,  Lord  Chancellor  ;  Dr.  Fox , 

|  Biffiop  of  JVincheJler ,  Secretary  of  State  and 
|  Lord  Privy-Seal  ;  Thomas  Howard ,  Earl  of 
\  Surry ,  Lord  Treafurer  •,  George  Talbot ,  Earl 
i  of  Shrewsbury,  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houf- 
|  hold  ;  Sir  Edward  Poynings ,  Comptroller  ; 

\  Sir  Thomas  Level,  Mailer  of  the  Court  of 
|  Wards,  and  Governor  of  the  Tower  •,  Dr. 

\  Ruthal,  foon  after  made  Biffiop  of  Durham, 

|  &c.  all  of  them  either  Ecclefiallicks  or 

|  Soldiers;  not  one  of  them, ’tisobferv’d,  were 
=  common  Lawyers :  The  Reafon  of  which, 

I  perhaps  might  be,  becaufe  Empfon  and  Dud¬ 
ley,  who  were  of  that  Profeffion,  had  render’d 
themfelves  fo  odious  to  the  People. 

While  Preparations  were  making  for  the 
late  King’s  Funeral,  the  young  Monarch  re¬ 
tir’d  to  the  Tower,  where  he  affembled  his 
Council,  to  confider  of  the  State  of  his  Af¬ 
fairs,  and  the  firll .  thing  refolv’d  on,  was  to 
I  confirm  the  Pardon  his  Father  had  granted  a  a  general 
little  before  his  Death,  for  all  Crimes,  except  Pardon, 
Treafon,  Murder,  and  Felony.  He  alfo 

i  flu’d 
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d.D.1509  i flu’d  a  Proclamation,  declaring,  that  if  any 
j  „  s  °f  his  Subjeds  had  been  wrongfully  depriv’d 
,  of  their  Goods,  under  Colour  of  a  Commif- 

OlFers  of  fion  for  levying  Forfeitures  in  the  lafl  Reign, 
Reftitution  he  fhould  receive  Satisfadion  ;  and  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  Petitions  being  preferr’d  thereupon, 
againft  Empfon  and  Dudley,  who  had  been 
employ’d  in  levying  the  Forfeitures  upon 
Z>W/f*aiK*  ^ena^  Statutes,  they  were  fummon’d  before 
fummon’d  ^  Council,  to  give  an  Account  of  their 
before  the  Condud,  where  Empfon  in  a  fet  Speech,  en- 
Council.  deavour’d  to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  Cla- 

£Snc-  mours  the  P£°PIe-  He  faid,  he  could 
e  t“1""  not  but  take  it  as  a  Favour,  that  he  was 
allow’d  to  fpeak  for  himfelf,  confidering  with 
what  Violence  he  was  profecuted  ;  but  to 
what  purpofe  fhould  he  fpeak,  when  the  King 
his  Mafter,  to  whom  he  fhould  appeal  as  his 
Supreme  Judge  and  Protedor,  had  abandon’d 
him  to  his  Enemies,  for  no  other  Caufe,  than 
the  obeying  his  Father’s  Commands,  and 
maintaining  his  Authority  ;  and  the  People, 
on  whole  equal  Trial  he  mu  ft  put  his  Life, 
fought  his  Deftrudion,  for  executing  the  very 
Laws  that  they  themfelves  had  made.  If  he 
was  to  be  punifh’d  for  putting  the  Statutes 
in  Execution,  why  did  they  not  firft  repeal 
them  ?  Was  it  ever  known  before  that  a 
Man  was  condemn’d  for  doing  Jufcice  ? 
Efpecially  when  the  King,  the  Chief  Dif- 
pencer  thereof,  had  confirm’d  and  warranted 
every  part  of  their  Proceedings? 

To  which  it  was  anfwer’d,  that  he  had 
receiv’d  a  great  deal  of  Liberty  to  fpeak  ill, 
as  well  as  to,  do  it,  and  he  would  find  at  laft, 
that  he  was  punifh’d  for  pafling  the  Bounds 
of  his  Commiftion  and  ftretching  the  Law, 
which  in  itfelf  was  fevere  enough,  chiefly  to 

the 
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the  Deflru&ion  of  the  Poor.  The  Subfiance  AD.  1509 
of  the  Charge  againft  Empfon  and  Dudley ,  '  ~ — * 

was,  1.  That  they  had  committed  feveral 
Perfons  to  Prifon,  without  fuffering  them  to  The 
anfwer  till  they  had  compounded  for  their  Charge 
Fines.  aSainft  , 

2.  That  they  charg’d  People  with  holding  ^  ' 

their  Eflates  in  Capite ,  without  fuffering  them 

to  traverfe  the  matter,  till  they  had  paid 
exceflive  Compofitions. 

3.  That  Wards  of  full  Age  were  forc’d  to 
pay  unreafonable  Fines. 

4.  That  Out-law’d  Perfons  were  forc’d  to 
pay  half  the  Profits  of  their  Lands  for  two 
Years. 

5.  That  they  ufurp’d  upon  the  Jurifdidlion 
of  other  Courts,  by  determining  matters 
belonging  to  them. 

6.  That  they  had  fin’d  Jurors  for  not 
bringing  in  Verdicts  as  they  directed. 

How  much  of  this  Charge  was  true,  or 
how  far  their  Proceedings  might  be  Juftified 
by  the  late  King’s  Com  million,  fays  the 
Lord  Herbet ,  does  not  appear,  but  they  were  They  are 
committed  to  the  Tower  on  the  23d  of  April,  imprifon’d 
while  the  Informers  and  Promoters  they  had  in  the 
employ’d,  were  fet  in  the  Pillory,  and  fo  ^hd^A 
roughly  handled  by  the  Mob,  that  they  all  gents  mur- 
died  in  Prifon,  except  one  who  took  Sane-  der’d  by 
tuary.  M°b* 

Thus  we  find  the  Miniflry  making  a  Sa¬ 
crifice  of  their  inferior  Agents  and  Officers, 
at  the  beginning  of  this  Reign,  to  remove 
the  Odium  of  the  late  Extortions  from  them- 
felves  •,  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppos’d,  that  thofe 
unhappy  Men  durft  have  diftrefs’d  and  plun¬ 
der’d  the  Nation  in  the  manner  they  did,  if 
they  had  not  been  fupported  and  encourag’d 
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A.D.  1509  in  it  by  their  Superiors.  But  this  has  ever 
— ~7“~c  been  the  Policy  of  the  great  Men  at  the 
Helm,  when  they  have  ventur’d  upon  any 
deftructive  Schemes,  to  give  up  their  Inftru- 
ments,  in  order  to  turn  the  Fury  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  from  themfelves,  expecting  to  be  look’d 
upon  as  Patriots,  perhaps  for  punifhing  thofe 
very  Facts  which  they  themfelves  advis’d. 
But  however  that  was,  the  People  being 
brought  into  Temper  by  the  Profecution  of 
the  immediate  Inftruments  of  their  late  Mi- 
feries ;  the  next  thing  conftder’d  of  by  the 
Council,  was  the  Solemnization  of  the  King’s 
Marriage  with  the  Infanta  of  Spain* . his  Bro¬ 
ther  Arthur's  Widow  ;  againft  which  it  having 
been  objected,  that  their  Iffue  might  hereafter 
be  deem’d  illegitimate,  it  was  anfwer’d,  that 
the  marrying  a  Brother’s  Wife,  where  there 
was  no  Children,  was  not  only  permitted,  but 
commanded  by  the  Mofaick  Law  ;  and  fur¬ 
ther,  that  the  Princefs  Katherine  protefted 
fhe  was  ftill  a  Vigin,  and  offer’d  to  put  her-, 
felf  upon  a  Trial  by  Matrons  which  added 
to  the  Pope’s  Difpenfation,  was  then  thought 
fufHcient  to  authorize  fuch  a  Marriage,  (tho” 
it  was  feveral  Years  afterwards  deem’d  In- 
The  King  ceftuous.)  Accordingly  the  Marriage  was  cele- 
marrisd  yb  brated  in  the  beginning  of  June ,  and  on  the 
the?rincers  t}ie  King  and  Queen  were  Crown’d  at 

His  Ere- J *  IVeJiminfter,  by  Archbifhop  Warham  ;  but 
tlisr’sWife.  before  the  end  of  the  fame  Month,  the  Court 
They  are  was  oblig’d  to  go  into  Mourning  for  Mar- 
rSvn’d  Saret  Countefs  of  Richmond ,  the  King’s 
TheKing’s  Grandmother,  who  died  on  the  29th,  a  Lady 
Grandmo-  univrerfally  efteem’d  in  thofe  Times,  and 
ther dies.  whofe  Memory  is  ftill  preferv’d  by  the  noble 
Structures  fhe  founded  in  the  Univerfity  of 

Cambridge j 
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Cambridge ,  which  have  been  mention’d  al-  A.D .1509 
ready.  ' .  „  .  - 

Notwithftanding  the  Charge  that  had  been 
brought  againft  Empfon  and  Dudley ,  for  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  Bounds  of  their  Commiffion,  and 
ftretching  the  Penal  Laws,  to  the  Deftrudtion 
of  the  King’s  Subjects,  they  had  been  fo 
careful  to  have  the  King^s  Authority,  and 
even  his  Hand  to  warrant  the  moft  violent 
part  of  their  Proceedings,  that  there  was 
little  or  no  Foundation  to  prcfecute  them 
for  what  they  had  done  in  purfuance  of  their 
Commiflion.  Whereupon  they  were  Indicted  impfonmd 
for  High-Treafon,  in  confpiring  the  Deftruc- 
tion  of  the  prefent  King^  and  the  Subverfion 
of  the  Government  •,  for  which  I  can’t  per-  Treafon. 
ceive  there  was  any  other  Foundation,  than 
their  confulting  with  their  Friends  and  Re¬ 
tainers,  how  to  protect  themfelves  from  the 
Fury  of  the  People,  upon  the  late  King's 
Death.  However  the  Jury  were  pleas’d  to 
interpret  it  a  Confpiracy  againft  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Dudley  was  tried  and  convicted  oh 
an  Indictment  for  this  Confpiracy  at  Guild - 
hall ,  London ,•  on  the  1 6th  of  July ;  and  Emp¬ 
fon  was  found  guilty  of  the  like  Indictment 
on  the  firft  of  October  following,  at  North¬ 
ampton.  However,  the  King  being  confcious 
they  were  guilty  of  nothing  worfe  than  obey¬ 
ing  his  Father’s  Commands,  thought  fit 
to  reprieve  them  till  the  Year  following  ;  They  are 
whereupon  they  were  both  remanded  to  the  repriev'd. 
Tower. 

The  young  King  being  at  Peace  with  all  The  King 
the  neighbouring  Powers,  and  univerlally  lavi^s 
belov’d  at  home,  as  well  on  account  of  his  T^afurein 
putting  a  Stop  to  the  Extortions  practis’d  Feftivals, 
in  the  late  Reign,  and  punifhing  fome  of  the  &c. 

Vo  l.  XVIII,  Eee  Inft.ru- 
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^.£>.1509  Inftruments  thereof,  as  for  his  unbounded 
Generofity,  indulg’d  his  youthful  Inclina¬ 
tions,  and  fpent  his  time  in  Jufts,  Tourna¬ 
ments,  Feftivals,  and  Shews,  wherein  he 
lavifh’d  away  great  part  of  the  Treafure 
his  Predecefibr  had  amafs’d,  leaving  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  his  Council  and  Minifters  of 
State,  among  whom  the  principal  were  Dr. 
Fox ,  Bilhop  of  IVincheJier ,  and  the  Earl  of 
Surry ,  Lord  Treafurer.  The  former  had  long 
been  a  Minifter  to  his  Father,  and  aflifted 
him  in  gathering  the  vaft  Sums  he  had  hoarded 
up,  and  it  griev’d  him  at  the  Heart  to  fee 
them  thrown  away  fafter  than  they  were  got¬ 
ten  which  he  charg’d  chiefly  on  the  Lord 
Treafurer*  who*  notwithftanding  he  had 
gain’d  the  late  King’s  Favour  by  hulbanding 
the  publick  Money  with  the  utmoft  Frugality, 
encourag’d  and  applauded  the  prefent  King’s 
expanfive  way  of  living*  ’tis  faid,  by  which 
he  infinuated  himfelf  no  lefs  into  his  Affedions 
than  he  had  into  his  Father’s  ;  nor  was  it  only 
the  Lord  Treafurer  that  encourag’d  the  King’s 
Profufenefs,  but  almoft  the  whole  Court, 
who  daily  felt  the  Effeds  of  their  IMafter’s 
Bounty.  Whereupon  the  old  Bilhop  of 
Winchefter  and  his  frugal  Maxims  were 
generally  derided,  and  his  Intereft  at  Court 
began  to  decline,  which  this  Prelate  being 
confcious  of,  in  order  to  fupport  himlelf,  re* 
commended  his  Friend  Mr.  fHolfey,  one  of 
King  Henry  Vllth’s  Chaplains,  to  the  young 
King’s  Favour.  He  was  a  Clergyman  of  a 
fprightly  Genius,  and  one  who  had  difcharg’d 
himfelf  with  great  Addrefs  in  fome  Negotia¬ 
tions  in  which  he  had  been  employ’d  in  the 
late  Reign  j  and  the  Bilhop  procur’d  him  at 

this 
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this  time,  the  Poft  of  Lord  Almoner,  and  4-D.i$og 
introduc’d  him  into  the  Privy-Council,  where-  g 

by  he  found  means  to  infinuate  himfelf  fo 
far  into  the  King’s  Affedtions,  that  he  became  Welfey 
the  moft  abfolute  Favourite  that  ever  reign’d  ™de  Lord 
in  the  Court  of  England .  4  He  knew,  fay  an™°np^. 

fome  Writers,  ‘  as  well  how  to  difcourfe  the  Vy-Coun- 
4  King  in  matters  of  Learning,  (particularly  fellor. 

4  School  -  Divinity,  in  which  his  Highnefs 
‘  chiefly  delighted  )  as  to  comply  with  him 
4  in  his  Pleafures.  He  could  fing,  dance, 

4  laugh,  jeft,  and  play,  with  thole  Youths 

*  in  whofe  Attendance  and  Company  the 

4  King  much  delighted  j  briefly  ( to  ufe  Po- 

5  lidore’s  Words)  he  made  his  private  Houfe, 

*  Voluptatum  omnium  Sacrarium ,  quo  Regem 
4  frequenter  ducebat.  A  Receptacle  for  Plea- 
4  fures  of  all  kinds,  where  he  frequently  en- 
4  terrain’ d  the  King.  He  omitted  not  yet, 

‘  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  Jollities,  to  fpeak 

*  ferioufly,  reprefen  ting  fo  all  Bufinefies  to 
4  the  King,  as  he  got  much  Credit  with  him, 

4  and  this  again  was  confirm’d  by  thole 
4  Gallants,  who  contributed  not  a  little  there - 
‘  unto.  Whereupon,  he  began  to  tell  the 

6  King,  that  he  flhould  fometimes  follow  his 
4  Studies  in,  School-Divinity,  and  fometimes 
4  take  his.  Pieafure,  and  leave  the  Care  of 
y  publick  Affairs  to  him,  promifing  that 

*  what  was  amifs  in  his  Kingdom  fhould  be 

*  rectified.  Likewife  he  omitted  not  to  in- 

*  fufe  Fears  and  Jealoufies  of  all  thofe  whom 
‘  he  conceived  the  King  might  affedt,  where- 

*  by  he  became  fo  perfect  a  Courtier,  that  he 
4  had  foon  attain’d  the  Highth  of  Favour. 

4  For  as  Princes  have  Arts  to  govern  Kingdoms , 

4  Courtiers  have  thofe  by  which  (bey  govern 

E  e  e  2  4  their 
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Adi  5 10  4  their  Princes,  when  through  any  Indifpofition 
1  &  2  h  8  '  they  grow  unapt  for  Affairs. 

A  Parliament  being  affembled  in  January 
Empjon and  the  following  Year,  Empfon  and  Dudley  were 
Dudley  at-  attainted  of  HighTreafon  by  Adt  of  Parlia- 

Parliament  ment?  notwithstanding  they  had  been  before 
convidted  of  High  Treafon  in  the  Courts  of 
Law;  polfibly  the  World  were  by  this  time 
convinc'd  that  there  was  no  legal  Evidence  of 
HighTreafon  againft  them,  and  therefore 
this  Statute  was  made  to  take  them  off  as  Op- 
preffors  of  the  People,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the 
King’s  Confoience  ;  and  notwithltanding  this 
Expedient,  we  find  the  King  fo  averfe  to 
putting  them  to  Death,  that  he  repriev’d 
them  again  for  feveral  Months,  Their  Vil- 
lanies  might  be  as  notorious  as  they  are  re- 
prefented  in  Hiltory,  but  this  deftrudtive 
Pradtice  of  condemning  Men  by  the  Legifla- 
ture,  who  had  not  offended  againft  any  Law 
in  being,  appear'd  very  fhocking  to  this  Prince 
in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,'  tho’  it  was  a 
Method  to  which  he  gave  tpo  much  En¬ 
couragement  afterwards. 

Another  Adi  pafs’d  this  Selfions  of  Parlia- 
rjal  Statutes  ment,  which  requir’d  Profecutions  on  penal 
limited.  Statutes  to  be  commenc’d  within  three  Years 
after  the  Offence  committed.  And  a  third  to 
empower  Perfons  to  traverfe  Offices  that  had 
been  found  againft  them,  and  render’d  them 
liable  to  Tenures  in  Capite,  which  very  much 
endear’d  the  young  Monarch  to  his  Subjedts. 
Several  Fines  alfo  were  forgiven  by  the  King 
that  had  been  inflidted  for  the  Breach  of  the 
penal  Laws.  And  laftly,  to  give  entire  Satif- 
■p  .  ,  fadtion  to  the  People,  Empfon  and  Dudley  were 

Dudley  "be-  beheaded  on  the  1 8th  of  Augufi  :  But  I  don’t 
headed.  find  the  King  return’d  any  of  the  Money  that 

had 


They  are 

repriev’d 

again. 
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had 'been  extorted  from  the  Subjeft  by  their  A.D.15K) 
Means  in  the  former  Reign  ;  tho’  it  was  all  2  g 
foon  fpent  in  Shews,  Jufts,  Mafquerades, 

Mufick  and  other  Entertainments  ;  and,  ac-  The  Mo- 
cording  to  fome  Writers,  a  good  deal  of  it  was  hoard* 
left  at  Play  to  Foreigners,  who  cheated  the  e  a 
King  notorioufly,  for  whjch  they  were  at  thrown  a- 
length  banilh’d  the  Court.  way  in  this 

Having  treated  of  the  raoft  material  Do-  The  State 
meftick  Occurrences  in  the  beginning  of  this  of  the  Reft 
Reign,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  take  a  fhort  of  EH°te 
View  of  the  State  of  the  reft  of  the  Powers  of  gening  of 
Europe ,  in  order  to  underftand  the  Grounds  this  Reigi* 
and  Motives  on  which  the  Englijh  Miniftry 
went  in  their  Treaties  and  Tranfaftions  with 
them.  And  it  appears  that  the  Venetians  be¬ 
ing  grown  immenfely  rich  at  this  time,  by 
purchafing  the  Merchandizes  of  India  and  o- 
ther  Eaftern  Nations  in  Egypt ,  and  vending 
them  again  in  the  feveral  Kingdoms  of  Eu¬ 
rope ,  as  they  did  till  the  Navigation  round 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  Africk  was  found  out, 
became  fo  extremely  Proud  and  felf-fufficient 
in  their  own  Eyes,  that  they  encroach’d  on 
the  Territories  of  feveral  Princes  in  Italy,  and 
were  not  afraid  to  affront  the  greateft  Mo- 
narchs ;  which  occafion’d  a  Confederacy  to  be  AConfede 
form’d  againft  them  at  C  a  mb  rax  in  the  Year  racyofmoft 
1508,  to  which  Pope  Julius  II,  Maximilian  oft^e  Pow* 
King  of  the  Romms,  Lems  King  of  Franc, 
Ferdinand  King  of  Spain ,  the  Duke  of  Ferra-  the  vine- 
ra ,  the  Marquis  of  Mantua ,  the  Republick  dans, 
of  Florence ,  and  the  King  of  Hungary  were 
Parties,  who  feem’d  determin’d  utterly  tode- 
ftroy  this  proud  State  that  then  pretended  to 
hold  the  Balance,  and  to  be  the  Umpire  of 
all  the  Affairs  of  Europe.  The  French  King 
took  the  Field  againft  them  firft  in  Perfon, 

and 
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The  Vene¬ 
tians  de¬ 
feated  by 
(the  French. 


They  lofe 
almolt  all 
their  Terri 
tories  in 
Italy. 


A  Confede¬ 
racy  to 
crive  the 
French  out 
of  Italy. 


and  having  pafs’d  the  Alps ,  came  to  an  En¬ 
gagement  with  the  Forces  of  the  Republick, 
and  defeated  them  on  the  14th  of  May,  1 509  * 
after  which  he  became  Mafter  of  Cremona  and 
feveral  other  Venetian  Towns,  which  he  pre¬ 
tended  belong’d  to  him,  as  having  been  dif- 
member’d  from  the  Butchy  of  Milan ,  of 
which  he  had  lately  poffefs’d  himfelf.  His. 
Holinefs  alfo,  thunder’d  out  his  Bulls  of  Ex- 
communication  againft  the  Venetians ,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  their  retaining  fome  Towns  which  he, 
alledg’d  belong’d  to  the  Holy  See  ;  and  his 
General  the  Duke  of  Ferrara  took  fijom  them 
Ravenna  and  feveral  other  Places,  The  Ger¬ 
mans  feiz’d  T riefte ,  and  the  Marquis  of;  Man- 
tua  fome  other  Towns,  which  put  the  Repub- 
lick  of  Venice  in  the  utmoft  Confternation  i 
whereupon  they  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the 
Pope  and  the  King  of  Spain,  and  confented 
to  deliver  up  the  Towns  they  claim’d,  on 
Condition  they  woul.d  break  theijr  Alliance 
with  the  French.  The  Pope  being  alarm  d  at 
the  fwift  Progrefs  the  French  made  in  Italy, 
foon  deferted  his  Confederates  and  clos’d  with 
the  Venetians,  as  did  Ferdinand  King  of  Spain  x 
on  their  reftoring  him  fome  1  owns  they  pof- 
fefs’d  in  Naples  •,  and  both  of  them  enter’d  in¬ 
to  an  Alliance  with  the  State  of  Venice  and  the 
Swis  to  drive  Lewis  over  the  Alps  again  »  for 
Ferdinand  apprehended  if  the  French  continu’d 
in  Italy ,  they  would  foon  revive  their  Claim 
to  his  Kingdom  of  Naples  and  the  Pope  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  treated  with  Iniblence  by  that 
haughty  Nation  if  they  remain’d  in  his  Neigh¬ 
bourhood.  On  the  other  hand,  the  French 
King  and  the  Imperials  enter’d  into  a  ftricter 
Alliance  •,  and  by  the  Advice  and  Afliftance 
of  fome  Cardinals  devoted  to  their  Intereftss 

call’d  a  General  Council  at  Pda,  who  threat- 

med 
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ned  to  depofe  the  Pope  and  fet  up  another  in  AD.  151a 

his  {lead.  Whereupon  the  Pope  fummon’d  a  * - 7 

Council  to  be  held  at  the  Church  of  St.  John 
de  Lateran  in  Rome ,  in  Oppofition  to  that  of  Th zFrencb 
Pifa „  and  Impe- 

During  thefe  Tranfactions  in  Italy ,  an  Em-  n^lftscal* 
bally  came  from  trance  to  England,  in  order  at  pipa^ 
to  renew  the  Alliance  between  the  two  Na-  to  depofe 
tions,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Englijh  the  PoP^ 
Miniftry,  on  Condition  Lewis  the  French  a.ndhlsf*j°* 
King  gave  frelh  Security  for  the  Payment  of  another1  at 
the  Arrears  of  the  745,000  Crowns,  which  Rome. 
Charles  VIII.  of  France  had  ftipulated  to  pay  An  Em' 
the  late  King  Henry  VII.  and  his  Succelfors.  from 

Not  long  after  Pope  Julius  made  the  King  ,ance‘ 
of  England  a  Prefent  of  a  confecrated  Rofe  ; 
and  both  his  Holinefs  and  Ferdinand  King  of 
Spain  propos’d  his  entering  into  the  Confede¬ 
racy  with  them  againft  France ,  according  to 
lbme  Hiftorians  •,  but  we  find  only  a  defenfive 
Alliance  between  Spain  and  England  at  this 
time,  in  Rymer’s  Acts  of  State  :  Tho’  it  ap-  J.o.  1511 

pears  by  the  fame  Ads,  that  Ferdinand  being  - 

engag’d  in  a  War  with  the  Moors  of  Africa , 

Henry  fent  him  a  Reinforcement  of  a  thoufand 
Englijh  Archers,  commanded  by  the  Lord 
Darcy ,  who  return’d  to  England  without 
entering  upon  Adion,  the  Spaniards  being 
diverted  from  that  Enterprize  by  more  im¬ 
portant  Views  ;  for  Dr.  Bambridge,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  the  Englijh  Ambaffador  at 
Rome,  having  perfuaded  his  Mafter  to  come  King  Henry 
into  the  Holy  League  (as  it  was  call’d)  in  come*  into 
Defence  of  the  Pope  this  Year,  (for  which  tahea^1^Bce 
that  Prelate  was  made  a  Cardinal)  Ferdinand 
determin’d  to  drop  the  African  Expedition, 
and  go  on  with  his  Projed  of  driving  the 
French  out  of  Italy  with  thofe  very  Forces  he 

had 
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j.D.  1511  had  rais’d  againft  the  Infidels  of  Africa.  How- 

- - —  ever,  Henry  did  not  think  fit  to  declare  a- 

^  gajnfl-  France  tjii  he  had  endeavour’d  to  renew 

the  Peace  with  Scotland ,  that  Nation  ever 
making  a  Diverfion  in  the  North  of  England 
when  the  Englijh  were  engag’d  againft  France . 
He  nominated  Commiffioners  therefore  to 
treat  with  thofe  of  Scotland ,  and  adjuft  fuch 
fonrfto  Differences  as  might  have  happen’d  between 
confirm  his  the  Borderers  of  both  Kingdoms  •,  but  as  the 
Affiance  Scotijh  King  was  refolv’d  to  adhere  to  the 
with  Scot-  prench  King,  the  antient  Allie  and  ProteCtor 
lavl  that  Nation  againft  the  Englijh ,  that  T reaty 

came  to  nothing,  j  and  it  appear’d  evidently 
that  the  Scots  only  waited  for  a  Pretence  to 
renew  Hoftilities  vtithEngland  when  fhe  fhould 
be  engag’d  in  a  Foreign  War  ;  for  about  this 
time  Andrew  Breton  or  Bartotii  a  Scotijh  Mer¬ 
chant,  having  obtain’d  Letters  of  Mart  a- 
gainft  the  Portuguefe ,  who  had  feiz’d  a  Ship 
belonging  to  him,  not  content  with  reim- 
burfing  himfelf  with  the  Prizes  he  made  of 
the  Portuguefe  Ships,  took  feveral  Veffels  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Englijh .  Whereupon  the' 

Miniftry  fitted  out  two  ftout  Men  of  War, 
which  were  commanded  by  two  Sons  of  the 
Bi  eton the  £ari  0p  Surry,  who  fought  Breton ,  kill’d  him 
S  e  kill’d,  in  the  Engagement,  and  took  his  Ships, 
aa  1  his  ’  However,  King  Henry  order’d  the  Prifoners 
Six  ip  taken.  to  be  fet  at  Liberty,  becaufe  he  would  not 
give  the  King  of  Scotland  anyPretence  to  quar¬ 
rel.  But  this  would  not  content  that  Prince,  he 
demanded  Satisfaction  for  the  attacking  his 
Subjects  •,  tho’  it  was  prov’d  that  Breton  was 
Tk  s  King  the  Aggreffor,  had  practis’d  Pyracy,  and 
of  S  cots  en-  taken  leveral  Englijh  Ships,  for  which  his 
rh?  lunch  Followers  might'  juftly  have  been  punifh’d  as 
Pyrates. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Pope  aflembled  the  A.D.  1511 

Council  of  Laterally  and  excommunicated  the  - - — • 

Kings  of  France  and  Navarre ,  for  adhering 
to  that  of  Pifa ,  and  transferr’d  their  Kingdoms  The' Pope 
to  fucn  Princes  as  fhould  conquer  them  •,  which  fummonsa 
’tis  faid  firft  gave  the  Hint  to  Ferdinand 
King  of  Spain  of  making  a  Conqueft  o^cxcommu- 
Ndvarre ,  and  uniting  it  to  Arragon ,  to  which  nicates  the 
it  lies  contiguous  j  and  that  he  might  engage  French 
his  Son-in-law,  the  King  of  England,  in  f 

this  Enterprize,  he  propos’d  their  uniting 


their  Forces, 
Guienne , 


and 


propos 
invading  the  Province 


Oi  Ferdinand 

which  adjoins  both  to  Navarre  and  propofes 
Bifcay  in  Spain.  He  reprefented  that  it  wou’d 
be  no  difficult  Matter,  with  the  Affiftance  of  Gah?»L° 
£he  Forces  of  Spain ,  to  reduce  Guienne  to  the  to  the  O- 
Obedience  of  the  Englijh  again,  efpecially  bedience  of 
fince  the  Natives  were  weary  of  the  French the 
Yoke,  and  defirous  to  change  their  Matter. 

Thefe  Matters  being  debated  in  the  Privy  Debates  In 
Council  of  England ,  the  Lord  Herbert  relates  the  Englijh 
that  thofe  who  were  for  a  War  with  France  Council 
reprefented  that  the  King  could  never  have  a  on  com* 
fairer  Opportunity  of  maintaining  the  Pope’s  war  with 
Authority,  dr  of  recovering  his  own  Rights  France. 
in  France  than  now,  when  the  French  King 
was  advanc’d  with  the  Flower  of  his  Army  in¬ 
to  Italy ,  in  order  to  diftrefs  his  Holinefs  and 
make  a  Conqueft  of  that  Country  :  That  the 
King’s  attacking  France  on  this  fide  wou’d 
infallibly  relieve  the  Pope,  and  he  might  re¬ 
cover  the  Englijh  Provinces  before  the  French 
Wou’d  be  in  a  Condition  to  oppofe  his  Pro- 
grefs.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  objedted, 
that  a  War  With  France  was  much  more  dif¬ 
ficult  and  hazardous  now  than  heretofore, 
when  Guienne ,  Anjou ,  Four  am  and  Normandy 
Were  in  our  hands,  and  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy 
Vol.  XVIII.  Fff  and 
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AD  1511  and  Bretagne  our  Confederates  ;  and  yet  even 
~  g  then  England  was  far  from  being  a  Gainer  by 
the  French  Wars,  tho’  fhe  was  ever  vidlori- 
ous  j  on  the  contrary,  the  King’s  Treafure 
was  ever  exhaufted,  and  the  People  impo- 
verifh’d  without  receiving  any  confiderable 
Advantage.  The  natural  Situation  of  Ifiands 
feem’d  not  to  fort  with  Conquefts  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe :  If  we  wou’d  enlarge 
our  Empire,  it  ought  to  be  by  Sea,  in 
diflant  Regions,  to  which  Providence  feem’d 
to  have  deftin’d  us :  The  Indies  were  now 
difcover’d,  from  whence  vaft  Treafures  were 
brought  every  Day  ;  thither  we  ought  t® 
bend  our  Force  *,  and  if  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese  refus’d  to  admit  us  into  their  Difco- 
veries,  there  were  Fill  Countries  in  abundance 
to  be  planted,  that  were  yet  unpoffefs’d  by  any 
European  Nation  ;  nor  was  there  lefs  Piety  in 
-converting  Infidels  to  the  Chriflian  Religion 
in  thofe  barbarous  Countries  than  in  fuccour- 
ing  Pope  Julius,  a  doubtful  and  controverted 
Eleacl  of  the  Church. 

)  he  King  j>uJ;  tpe  yQung  King,  fays  the  fame  noble 
aWarwith  Writer,  biafs’d  by  his  Zeal  for  the  Pope’s  Ser- 
France.  vice,  and  an  Ambition  to  recover  the  Englijh 
Territories  in  France ,  declin’d  this  fober  Ad¬ 
vice,  and  adher’d  to  the  former,  for  which 
he  had  two  Reafons  more  than  had  yet  been 
urg’d  ;  the  firft  of  which  was  that  Maximili¬ 
an  the  Emperor  feem’d  to  be  upon  the  point 
of  breaking  with  the  French ,  and  coming  in¬ 
to  the  Alliance  ,  and  the  other,  that  the  Pope 
intended  to  take  away  the  Title  of  Chrijlia- 
nijfmus  Rex ,  Mofi  Chriflian  King ,  from  the 
French ,  and  confer  it  on  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  the  latter  of  which  was  no  fmall  Induce¬ 
ment  to  King  Henry  to  undertake  this  War, 

who 
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who  at  that  time  valu’d  himfelf  on  nothing  A.d.\  511 
more  than  his  being  efteem’d  mod  devoted  “ 

to  the  Church.  However  the  King  thought 
fit,  before  he  declar’d  War  with  France ,  to 
fend  Dr.  Young ,  Matter  of  the  Rolls,  on  a 
monitory  Embafly  to  King  Lewis,  requiring 
him  to  withdraw  his  Arms  out  of  Italy ,  and 
defift  from  theWar  againft  the  Pope:  of  which 
King  Lewis  taking  little  Notice,  the  King 
enter’d  into  a  new  Treaty  with  Ferdinand  his  ancebc 
Father-in-law,  whereby  they  took  upon  them  tween  E>ig- 
the  Defence  and  Proteftion  of  the  Holy  Re-fad  and 
man  Church  againft  all  her  Enemies  ;  parti- °Patn- 
cularly,  Ferdinand  was  to  take  up  Arms  in 
her  Defence  in  Italy ,  and  Henry  on  the  fide 
of  Guienne ,  whither  he  agreed  to  fend  a  Body 
of  fix  thoufand  Foot,  to  join  with  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  Men  at  Arms,  fifteen  hundred  light 
Horfe,  and  four  thoufand  Foot  of  Ferdinand's 
T roops  ;  who  promis’d  alfo  to  furniih  the 
Engli/b  with  Provifions  for  their  Money. 

Each  of  them  alfo  agreed  to  fit  out  a  Fleer 
with  three  thoufand  Soldiers  on  board,  befides 
Mariners  ;  and  Ferdinand  ftipulated  to  pro¬ 
vide  forty  other  Ships  to  tranfport  the  Eng- 
/i/6Troops  to  Guienne:  They  agreed  alfo  to  fup- 
port  the  Council  of  Later  an  and  oppofe  that  of 
Ufa. 

The  King  having  afiembled  the  Parliament  d.D.  151a 
on  the  4th  of  February,  1512,  acquainted  '  ’ 
them  with  his  Defign  of  making  War  on 
France ,  declaring  that  his  principal  View  in  The  Par- 
this  Enterprize  was  to  refeue  the  Pope  from  lament 
the  Opprefiion  ol  the  French  King,  and  dif-  gj'ant.SuP‘ 
folve  the  Council  of  Pifa>  which  had  been  late-  theWar, 
ly  adjourn’d  to  Milan.  Whereupon  the  Par¬ 
liament  granted  a  Supply  fuitable  to  the 
Occafion,  and  an  Aft  was  made,  which 
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j  D. t  51 2  gave  great  Encouragement  to  thofe  who 
* — ” — “  fhou’d  attend  on  the  King  in  the  French 
VvT ar.  In  this  Parliament  alfo  John  Dudley 
was  reftor’d  to  the  fame  Honours  his  Father 
Edmund  Dudley  had  enjoy’d  before  his  At¬ 
tainder. 

Ar.  Em-  Upon  the  rifing  of  the  Parliament  an  Erq- 
baffy  fent  ga|Py  Was  fent  to  the  Council  of  Later  an ,  the 
Council  of  Ambaffadors  being  Dr.  Silvejter ,  Bifhop  of 
Later  an,  Worcefier ,  and  Sir  Robert  Wingfield ,  who 
were  empower’d  to  agree  to  all  things  necef- 
fary  for  the  Reformation  of  the  Church  both 
in  the  Plead  and  Members,  tho’  very  little 
of  that  Kind,  it  is  obferv’d,  was  confider’d 
at  this  Council. 

Ten  thou-  All  things  being  prepar’d  for  the  Expedi- 
fand  Men  tion  to  France ,  ten  thoufand  Men,  under  the 
fent  to hif-  Command  of  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet ,  were 

the  Spa^  put  OH  board  the  Spanijh  Tranfports,  the 
niards  and  latter  End  of  May\  and  arriv’d  at  Port  Paf - 
invade  j~agC  in  Blfcay ,  about  the  eighth  of  June  fol- 
Gmenne,  lowing,  being  convoy’d  thither  by  a  ftrong 
Squadron  of  Englijh  Men  of  War. 

The  Eng-  My  Lord  Herbert  obferves,  there  were  in, 
/?# Archers  ^js  ^rmy  ftVe  thoufand  Archers  who  ufed  to 
charge  with  Halberts  after  they  had  deliver’d 
their  Arrows,  fo  that  they  were  prepar’d  both 
for  aclofe  and  diflantFightvand  were  able  to  de¬ 
fend  themlelvesagainfttheAttacksof  theHorfe, 
asourMufketeers  are  at  this  day  with  theBayc,- 
nets  at  theEnd  of  theirPieces  ;  but  from  hence 
we  may  conclude  that  Fire-Arms  were  not 
then  much  in  ufe  in  our  Armies,  efpecially  if 
we  confider  that  this  very  Year  an  Adi  of 
Parliament  was  made  to  encourage  and  regu¬ 
late  the  Ufe  of  Long-bows.  But  to  proceed. 
The  Englifh  Admiral,  Sir  Edward  Howard , 
having  feen  the  Troops  landed,  fet  Sail  again 

for 
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fpr  England ,  and  in  his  Paffiygp  infultcd  the  AD.iSl2 
Coaft  of  Bretagne  ;  whereupon  the  French  f  ~ — 
affembled  a  great  Fleet  and  engag’d  >v^j 
the  Englijh.  The  Battel  was  very  bloody  on  A  Sea- 
both  Tides.  The  Regent ,  the  large!!  Ship  in  F^ht 
the  Englijh  Fleet,  commanded  by  Sir  Thomas  the'S/^ 
Knevei ,  Mailer  of  the  Horfe  to  King  Henry  and  'bunch. 
grappled  with  a  French  Ship  of  frill  greater 
Bulk,  and  both  of  them  were  blown  up  with 
all  the  Men  on  board,  there  being  about  700 
in  the  Englijh  Ship,  and  a  thouland  in  that 
pf  the  French  ;  upon  which  Accident  the 
French  thought  fit  to  retire  to  their  Harbours. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Marquis  of  Dorjet,  The  King, 
who  lay  encamp’d  near  Font- Arabia  in  Bif- °'sPain^~ 
cay ,  in  expectation  of  being  join’d  by  the  fukjs co  in~ 
Spaniards ,  receiv’d  a  Meffage  from  the  King  GuLne 
of  Spain ,  that  the  Duke  of  Aha  wou’d  take  till  he  had 
the  Field  in  a  fhort  time,  and  affifl  in  the  takenf°me 
Siege  of  Bayonne  (one  of  the  mofl  confiderable  T-owns  in 
Ports  of  Guienne)  \  but  that  Prince  alter’d  his  '  '*carre' 
Mind  foon  after,  and  infilled  that  it  was  not 
prudent  to  lay  fiege  to  Bayonne  till  they  had 
oblig’d  the  King  of  Navarre  to  declare  for 
them  againfl  the  French ,  or  deliver  fome  of 
his  Towns  into  their  Hands  by  way  of  Caution 
becaufe  the  French  and  Navarrois  might  cut 
off  their  Provifions,  and  render  the  taking  of 
the  Place  impracticable  ;  which  the  Englijh 
General  thought  fo  reafonable,  that  he  feint 
an  Officer  to  the  King  of  Navarre ,  requiring 
him  to  abandon  the  Interefl  of  France ,  and 
come  into  the  Holy  League  (as  it  was  call’dj 
in  Defence  of  the  Pope.  The  King  of  Na¬ 
varre  anfwering.  He  was  refolv’d  to  fland 
Neuter,  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Marquis 
infifled  he  ffiou’d  put  four  of  his  Towns  in¬ 
to  their  Hands  ^  a  Caution  for  their  Security  ; 

but  : 
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but  while  they  were  debating  this  Matter  the 
French  drew  down  a  confiderable  Army  to 
the  Frontiers  of  Guienne ,  and  reinforc’d  the 
Garrifon  of  Bayonne  with  feveral  thoufand 
Men  *,  whereupon  Ferdinand  defir’d  that  the 
Marquis  of Dorfet  wou’d  join  his  Army,  that 
they  might  make  themfelves  Mafters  of  fomc 
Towns  in  Navarre ,  and  thereby  preferve  their 
Communication  with  Bayonne  when  they  fhou’d 
befiege  it.  To  which  the  Marquis  anfwer’d. 
That  he  had  no  Orders  to  attack  the  King  of 
Navarre  ;  whereupon  the  Duke  of  Alva  laid 
liege  to  Pampeluna  the  Capital  City  of  Na¬ 
varre  with  the  Spantfh  Troops  only  and  took 
it  on  the  25th  o i  July,  and  not  long  after  he 
reduc’d  the  reft  of  the  King  of  Navarre’s, 
Territories,  which  lay  on  the  Spanijb  fide  of 
the  Pyrenees ,  while  the  French  poftefs’d  them- 
felves  of  Bearn ,  and  that  Part  of  his  Country 
which  lies  on  the  fide  of  France ;  fp  that  the 
King  of  Navarre  was  entirely  difpoflfefs’d  of 
his  Dominions  in  a  few  Weeks.  And  now 
the  Marquis  of  DorJ'et  being  fenfible  that  the 
foie  Defign  of  King  Ferdinand  in  engaging 
the  Englifh  in  this  Expedition  was  that  they 
might  cover  his  Country  againft  the  French 
while  he  reduc’d  the  Kingdom  of  Navarre 
under  his  Dominion  5  and  finding  his  Troops 
grown  very  fickly,  he  obtain’d  Tranfports 
with  fome  difficulty,  and  return’d  home  with 
the  Army  in  the  Month  of  November ,  1512. 

Still  the  War  continu’d  in  Italy ,  where  the 
Arms  of  King  Lewis  were  lb  fuccefsful,  and 
the  Pope  reduc’d  to  fuchalow  Condition,  that, 
according  to  the  French  Writers,  nothing  but 
their  King’s  unfeafonable  Moderation  cou’d 
have  prevented  his  makinganentireConquertof 
Italy. But  thcSwifs  coming  into  theHoly  League, 

and 


HENRY  VIII.  407 

and  the  Emperor  abandoning  the  French  In-  ^.^151* 
tereft,  Z.s’wij  was  driven  over  thzAlps  again, and  "~~Z  “ 
oblig’d  to  quit  all  the  Conquefts  he  had  made 
in  that  Country.  Th e French 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  of  England  en-  driven  out 
ter’d  into  a  freih  Confederacy  with  the  Em-  of  I:aly' 
peror,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the  Dutchefs  of 
Savoy ,  Governefs  of  the  Netherlands ,  againft 
Frances  hich  the  Allies  again  propos’d  to  invade 
from  fever al  Quarters  ;  and  Henry  having  af- 
fembled  his  Parliament  on  the  fourth  of  No - 
vernier,  demanded  Supplies  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  War  with  Vigour,  declaring  that 
he  intended  to  command  his  Army  in  Perfon  ; 
whereupon  they  granted  him  two  Fifteenths  v  .. 
and  four  Demies,  together  with  a  Poll-Tax,  memgive' 
whereby  every  Duke  was  to  pay  ten  Klarks,  Supplies  for 
an  Earl  five  Pounds,  a  Baron  four  Pounds,  the  French 
a  Knight  four  Marks,  every  Man  worth  eight  W*1- 
hundred  Pounds  in  Goods  four  Marks,  and  fo  1 
after  that  Rate  down  to  thofe  who  had  forty 
Shillings  per  Annum  Wages,  who  paid  twelve 
Pence  a  Head,  and  every  other  Perfon  of  fif¬ 
teen  Years  of  Age  paid  four  Pence. 

An  Adi  alfo  pafs’d  in  the  fame  Seflions,  em¬ 
powering  the  Juftices  of  Peace  in  the  Mari-  J1* 
ume  Counties  to  fortify  the  Coafis  liable  to  iwfoni- 
be  infulted  by  the  French ,  and  to  compel  the  fy  the 
Inhabitants  of  fuch  Counties  to  aflift  in  put-  Goafts- 
ting  fuch  Works  in  a  Condition  to  refill  the 
Enemy. 

The  King  of  Scotland  no  fooner  heard  of  The  Scot, 
the  great  Preparations  that  were  making  in  raifean  At- 
England  againft  France  but  he  rais’d  an  Army  my  in,Fa,' 
tnd  equipp’d  a  Fleet,  in  order  to  make  a  Di-  S  ‘ 
verfion  in  Favour  of  the  French ,  whenever 
King  Henry  fhou’d  invade  that  Kingdom  *, 
whereupon  an  Embafiy  was  fent  to  Scotland  to 

enquire 
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A.D.\ 5 12  enquire  into  the  Reafon  of  that  Armament. 
James  prctefted  he  intended  to  obferve  an 

*  ,  T7-f  v  J  i 

hihi .  exact  Neutrality  between  the  two  Nations-' 
Bat  the  Ambadadors  before  their  return  un- 
deritood,  that  France  and  Scotland  had  juft 
before  enter’d  into  an  Alliance  for  their  mu¬ 
tual  Defence.  Whereupon  Henry  fent  an  Ar¬ 
my  under  the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  Surrey 
into  the  North  of  England,  to  watch  the  Mo¬ 
tions  of  the  Scots  daring;  his  Abfence  in  France, 
PopeJi-V-r  The  following  Year,  on  the  21ft  of  Febru- 
II.  dies.  died  the  warlike  Pope  Julius  II.  who  is 

faid  to  have  equall’d  Julius  Ctzfar  in  his  Am¬ 
bition,  and  to  have  taken  that  Name  upon 
him  with  a  View  of  imitating  that  Hero  in  his 
Conquelds:  He  was  fucceeded  by  Cardinal 
John  c.e  Fie  cuds,  who  took  upon  him  the  Name 
of  Leo  X.  a  Perfon  who  exceeded  his  Prede- 
ceffor  in  Politicks,  but  had  much  lefs  Pride 
and  Pafuon  in  his  Conftitution.  After  the 
Death  of  Julius,  the  new  Pope  and  the  Allies 
Per eZ-wX.  or  the  Church  went  on  with  their  Preparations 
fellows  the  ao-ahoft  France  :  His  Holinefs  engag’d  to  at- 

r  XD  u  u 

tack  France  on  the  Side  of  Daupbine  or  Pro- 
Erek  Al-  vense  the  Emperor  from  Burgundy,  the 
iwe  King  of  Spain  in  Guienne  or  Bearn ,  and  the 
King  of  England  in  Normandy  or  Picardy,  and 
Henry  agreed  to  pay  the  Emperor  an  hun¬ 
dred"  thoufand  Crowns  towards  his  Charges. 
But  Ferdinand  was  fo  fax  from  ratifying  this 
Treaty,  which  his  Ambaffadors  had  fign’d, 
that  it  appears  he  concluded  a  Truce  with  the 
French  King  for  a  Year  at  this  very  time,  and 
even  engag’d  that  his  Son-in-law  the  King  of 
England  fhou’d  come  into  it*.;  but  Henry  had 
been  too  often  impos’d  on  by  Ferdinand  to  be 
influenc’d  by  him  on  this  Occafion.  On  the 

contrary* 
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Contrary,  he  continu’d  his  Preparations  toAD.i5I3 

invade  France  with  the  utmoft  -Diligence.  — - - 

In  the  mean  time  Lewis  having  fign’d  a  Hen-& 
Truce  with  Spain,  and  believing  that  England 
wou’d  have  come  into  it,  enter’d  into  a  Con-  French  re- 
federacy  with  the  Venetians ;  and  once  more  duce  Genoa 
palling  the  Alps ,  made  himielf  Mailer  of  Ge-  f  d  ,theM; 
noa  and  riioft  Part  of  Milan  \  but  the  Switzers  lofe  them  ' 
aftembling  a  great  Army,  fell  upon  La  Ere-  again, 
■noville,  the  French  General,  while  he  was  be- 
fieging  Novara ,  routed  his  Army,  and  com- 
pell’d  the  French  to  abandon  Lady  within  the 
Space  of  a  Month  after  they  enter’d  it. 

While  the  Flower  of  the  French  King’s 
Troops  were  thus  engag’d  in  the  ItalianW ar, 
the  Opportunity  was  look’d  upon  as  extreme¬ 
ly  favourable  for  the  Englijh  to  makeaDe- 
feent  in  France .  But,  left  the  French  Fleet 

ftiou’d  intercept  the  Tranfportation  of  the 
Al-my,  the  Miniftry  thought  fit  to  equip  a 
ftfong  Squadron*  to  drive  the  Enemy  out 
of  the  Channel.  The  French  hearing  Sir 
Edward  Howard  the  Englijh  Admiral  was  put 
to  Sea,  retir’d  to  Brejl ,  Waiting  for  a  Rein¬ 
forcement  of  Gallies,  which  were  expefted 
from  Marfeillss..  The  Englijh  Admiral  there¬ 
upon  _  determin’d  to  attack  the  French  Squa¬ 
dron  in  the  Harbour  of  Brejl ;  but  receivino- 
Advice  that  the  Gallies  from  MarJeillTs 
were  in  Conquet-Bay ,  he  wav’d  his  Defign  of 
attacking  the  Ships  at  Brejl ,  and  refolv’d 
to  attempt  the  Gallies  at  Conquet ,  tho’  they 
were  drawn  up  clofe  td  the  Shore,  and 
defended  by  Batteries  of  Great  Guns.  The 
Englijh  had  but  two  Galliei  and  fome  fmall 
Vefiels  which  cou’d  come  near  the  French , 
the  reft  of  the  Fleet  drawing  too  friuch  Wa¬ 
fer,  was  oblig’d  to  keep  at  a  Djftance.  Ad- 
V  o  l.  XVIII.  G  g  g  miral 
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J.D.1513  miral  Howard  however  went;  on  board  one 
j  5  g of  che  Englijh  Gallies,  and  gave  the  Command 
t/YV  c'ie  other  to  the  Lord  Ferrers^  and  with  thefe 
The  Eng-  and  his  Boats  he  attack’d  the  French  Gallies, 
/^Admiral  and  entring  P regent* s  Galley,  who  command- 
in at-  1Cec^  die  Squadron,  with  eighteen  or  twenty 
tacking  the  Men  Sword  in  hand,  he  order’d  it  to  be 
French  Gal-  grappled  and  fattened  to  his  own,  expecting 
Iies'  to  be  feconded  by  the  reft  of  his  Men  ;  but 
by  fome  Accident  or  other  theAdmiral’s  Gal¬ 
ley  fell  off,  and  himfelf  and  his  Followers, 
who  had  boarded  P regent ,  were  left  on  board 
the  French ,  and  cut  in  Pieces,  or  thrown  in¬ 
to  the  Sea,  only  one  Man  furviv’d  to  give 
an  Account  of  the  Admiral’s  Misfortune  i 
whereupon  the  Englijh  Fleet,  having  loft  their 
Commander,  thought  fit  to  return  home,  and 
were  follow’d  by  the  French ,  who  landed  fome 
Troops  in  Snjfex ,  and  alarm’d  the  Coaft,  but 
were  foon  oblig’d  to  retire  by  the  Lord  Tho¬ 
mas  Howard ,  Brother  of  the  deceas’d,  whom 
the  King  conftituted  Admiral  in  his  Room  ; 
nor  did  the  French  afterwards  pretend  to  keep 
^  the  Sea,  but  left  the  Paffage  open  for  the 
embark’d  Ling’s  Troops  ;  whereupon  a  Body  of  8000 
for  Calais.  Men,  under  the  Command  of  George  Talbot 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury ,  and  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Houfhold,  were  tranfported  to  Calais  about 
the  Middle  of  May,  and  another  Body,  con* 
filling  of  6000  Men,  commanded  by  the 
ferouen  Lord  Herbert ,  Lord  Chamberlain,  follow’d 
fcefieg’d.  them  a  Fortnight  afterwards  ;  and  on  the  2  2d 
of  June  thefe  two  Generals  laid  fiegc  to  the 
Town  of  Terouen. 

The  King  The  King,  having  conftituted  the  Queen 
^Ca/ai?  R-egent  of  the  Kingdom,  embark’d  the  30th 
of  June  with  the  Remainder  of  his  Army, 
and  landed  at  Calais  the  fame  Day,  being  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  by  his  Almoner  Dr.  Wolfey ,  who  now  ^.£>.1513 

poflfefs’d  the  Poll  of  Prime  Minifter,  and  had  - 

taken  upon  him  to  fee  the  Army  fupplied 
with  all  Provifions  and  Neceffaries  during  this  ^ ' 
Campaign.  Charles  Brandon ,  lately  created 
Vifcount  Ltfle ,  another  Favourite,  alfo  at¬ 
tended  his  Highnefs,  and  commanded  the 
Van  Guard  of  the  Army.  The  King  was 
extremely  fond  of  this  Nobleman  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  perfonal  Valour,  and  generally 
chofe  him  for  his  Second  at  Juftsand  Tour¬ 
naments,  and  luch  rough  Encounters,  in 
which  the  King  himfelf  was  accounted  very 
expert:  But  as  Brandon  chiefly  fignaliz’d  him¬ 
felf  in  fuch  Exercifes  and  in  the  Army,  and 
did  not  much  concern  himfelf  with  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Cabinet,  Wolfey  and  he  fcarce  ever 
interfer’d,  but  rather  promoted  and  advanc'd 
each  other’s  Intereft  with  the  King. 

But  I  fhou’d  have  remember’d,  that  be-  TheEarlof 
fore  the  King  left  England  he  order’d  the  Earl  Suffolkhe- 
of  Suffolk's  Plead  to  be  ftruck  off,  who  was  headed' 
Prifoner  in  the  Tower,  tho*  his  Father, 

Henry  the  7th,  at  the  Inftance  of  the  King  of 
C  aft  tie  9  pardon’d  him  as  to  his  Life,  when  that 
Prince  deliver’d  the  Earl  into  his  Hands.  The 
Reafon  of  this  Execution  my  Lord  Herbert 
and  other  Hiftorians  fuggeft,  was  an  Appre- 
henfion  Henry  had,  that  if  he  fhould  die  in 
France ,  the  People  wou’d  fet  up  the  Earl  for 
their  King,  who  was  the  next  Male  Heir  li¬ 
ving  of  theHoufe  of  York  ;  in  which  it  was  not 
improbable,  they  might  have  been  afllfted  by 
the  French ;  for  Richard  de  la  Pole,  the  Earl’s 
younger  Brother,  had  the  Command  of  fix 
thoufand  Men  in  the  French  Army  at  that 
Time.  The  King  having  continu’d  about  a 
Month  at  Calais ,  and  receiving  Intelligence 
G  g  g  2  that 
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AD.  1513  that  the  French  Army  under  the  Command  of 
Duke  Longueville  defign’d  to  attempt  theRelief 
ofFerouen,  he  march’d  with  nine  thoufandMen 
The  King  and  two  or  three  thopfand  Pioneers,  to  rein- 
covers  the  force  the  Befiegers,  and  arriv’d  before  the 
P-ace  the  fecond  of  Auguft.  Here  the  Empe- 
'  u  '  ref  Maximilian  came  to  him,  attended  only 
Maximili-  by  his  ordinary  Guard,  inftead  of  the  Troops 
owtheEm-he  was  to  have  rais’d  with  the  Money  the 
peror  takes  King  of  England  had  advanc’d  for  that  Pur- 

Kin  °oVh£  P°^e :  H°wever?  to  make  the  young  King 
England.  f°me  Satisfa&ion, '  or  rather  to  footh  his  Va¬ 
nity,  he  offer’d  to  fefve  in  the  Army  under 
him,  and  actually  accepted  an  hundred  Crowns 
a  day  for  his  Pay. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  advancing  to 
relieve  Ferouen ,  the  King,  attended  by  his 
Imperial  Voluntier,  pafs’d  the  Lys,  and  en¬ 
gag’d  the  Duke  of  Longueville ,  whofe  Troops 
being  flruck  with  a  panicle  Fear,  fled  at  the 
firft  Charge  j  and  their  Generals,  who  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  rally  them,  were  made  Prifonersi 
particularly  tfle  Duke  of  Longueville,  BuJJy  de 
. Amboife ,  La  Fayetta ,  Bayard ,  and  feveral  o- 
ther  Noblemen  and  becaufe  the  French 
The  Battel  made  more  Ufe  of  their  Spurs  than  their 
offspurs.  Swords  in  this  Encounter,  it  was  generally 
call’d  Fhe  Battel  of  Spurs.  While  the  two 
Armies  were  engaged,  a  Detachment  of  the 
French  attempted  to  throw  fome  Provifions 
into  the  Town,  but  were  repuls’d  by  the 
Lord  Herbert ,  who  had  the  Command  of  the 
Tewueft  Jffenches;  and  the  Garrifon  now  defpairing 
Surrenders.  Qf  Relief,  furrender’d  on  the  twenty  fecond  of 
Augujl. 

The  Town  was  a  Place  of  Strength,  and 
lay  not  far  from  Calais ,  on  which  Account 
it  was  expected  the  Englijh  wou’d  have  kept 
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1C  ;  but  the  Emperor  confidering  it  lay  upon 
the  Frontiers  of  his  Grandfon’s,  the  Prince  of 
Caflille’s  Dominions,  apd  might  be  a  Thorn 
in  his  Side,  whether  in  the  Hands  of  the  Eng- 
Tijh  or  the  French,  prevail’d  on  King  Henry  to 
demolifh  the  Fortifications,  for  which  Henry 
has  been  very  much  cenfur’d  j  but  if  it  be 
confider’d,  that  he  was  now  engag’d  in  the 
Conqueft  of  France ,  or  at  leaft  in  recovering 
the  Provinces  that  had  been  difmember’c} 
irom  England ,  and  that  without  the  Afliftance 
of  the  Emperor  and  the  Prince  of  Caftille  hi$ 
Grandfon,  the  Englxjh  cou’d  never  hope  tq 
fucceed  in  that  Enterprize,  this  Complaifance 
for  the  Emperor  is  npt  much  to  be  wonder’d 
at,  tho’  I  am  confcious  fome  Writers  afcribe 
the  razing  the  Fortifications  of  T rrouen  purely 
to  the  Influence  pf  Wolfey ,  who  was  now  ma¬ 
king  his  Court  to  the  Emperor. 

After  the  taking  of  ! Terouen ,  the  Englijh 
inverted  the  City  of  Four  nay,  but  .in  their 
March  thither  the  Emperor  left  the  Army 
in  fome  Dilgurt,  which  fome  have  fuggefted, 
was  occafion’d  by  Henry’ s  denying  to  deliver 
it  into  his  Hands  when  it  fhou’d  be  taken  -, 
however,  the  Emperor  was  too  wife  not  to 
be  reconcil’d  as  foon  as  he  had  a  Profped  of 
tricking  the  King  of  England  out  of  another 
Sum  of  Money. 

In  the  mean  time  die  Trenches  were 
open’d  before  Four  nay  on  the  fifteenth  of 
September,  and  the  Town  furrender’d  within 
Eight  Days.  By  the  Capitulation  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  were  allow’d  to  enjoy  their  antient 
Privileges,  on  condition  of  paying  the  Sum  of 
50000  Crowns  down,  and  the  annual  Sum 
of  4000  Livres  for  ten  Years  afterwards 
to  the  King  of  England. 
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>.0.1513  While  Henry  was  in  France ,  the  King  of 
‘  r  g  Scotland  fent  an  Herald  to  him  with  a  De- 
Oration  of  War,  on  account  of  fome  petty 
The  Scotijh  Injuries  he  pretended  his  Subjects  had  receiv’d. 
War.  among  which  the  Affair  of  Breton  was  again 
It S^de-  brought  upon  the  Carpet :  However,  he  gave 
clares  War  the  King  of  England  to  underfland,  that  if  he 
againft  wou’d  withdraw  his  Forces  out  of  France  he 
England*  Wou’d  ftill  maintain  the  Peace  that  had  been 
concluded  between  the  two  Nations. 

To  which  Henry  anfwer’d.  That  the  King 
of  Scots  Breach  of  Faith  was  no  more  than  he 
expected,  his  Anceftors  having  on  the  like 
Occafions  behav’d  themfelves  in  the  fame 
Manner  ;  that  while  he  was  in  England ,  James 
had  never  exprefs’d  any  Diffatisfadlion,  but 
now  took  the  Advantage  of  his  Abfence  to 
execute  his  Defigns ;  and  as  the  King  had 
forefeen  his  Intentions,  he  had  provided  for 
the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  and  did  not 
doubt  to  defeat  the  Attempts  of  thofe  Schif- 
matlcks  (the  Scots )  who  flood  excommunicated 
by  the  Pope  and  the  Council  of  Lateran :  As 
for  the  Injuries  James  pretended  to  have  re¬ 
ceiv’d,  a  fufficient  Anfwer  had  been  given  to 
thofe  Complaints  already,  nor  fhou’d  he  de- 
lift  from  prolecuting  the  War  with  France  at 
the  Inftance  of  the  King  of  Scots.  If  that 
Prince  committed  any  Hoftilities  in  England , 
he  did  not  queftion  by  the  Help  of  God  and 
of  St.  George  to  chaftize  his  Infolence. 

The  Scots  guC  King  James ,  without  waiting  for  an 
enter  Eng-  ^nl~wcr  to  the  Meffage  he  had  fent  Henry 

by  his  Herald,  enter’d  the  Borders  of  Eng¬ 
land  with  an  Army  of  fixty  thoufand  Men 
and  upwards,  and  took  IVarhamGiSFXz,  where¬ 
upon  the  Earl  of  Surrey  affembled  his  Forces, 
amounting  to  fix  and  twenty  thoufand  Men, 
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and  march’d  towards  the  Borders  to  oppofe  the  d.D.  1513 

Scots,  and  he  was  foon  after  reinforced  by  his  ' - ~ 

Son  the  Admiral,  with  fome  Troops  he 
brought  by  Sea  ;  whereupon  King  James  en- 
trench’d  himfelf  on  the  Hill  of  Flodden , 
which  lies  near  the  Foot  of  the  Cheviot  Moun¬ 
tains,  that  part  the  two  Kingdoms. 

The  Englijh  General  finding  he  mull  en¬ 
gage  the  Scots  to  great  Difad  vantage  if  he  at¬ 
tack’d  them  in  thisfortify’dCamp,fent  aHerald 
toKingJames, charging  him  with  breaking  the 
Peace,  and  offering  him  Battel  in  any  indiffe- 
rentGround;  to  which  theSVo/i/ftKing  anfwer’d. 

He  readily  accepted  the  Challenge,  and  if  he 
had  been  at  Edinburgh  he  wou’d  have  come 
from  thence  to  meet  him  •,  but  the  Scotifh  Ge¬ 
nerals  however  diffuaded  their  King  from  a- 
bandoning  the  advantagious  Poft  he  was  in. 
Whereupon  the  Earl  o (Surrey  poffefs’d  him¬ 
felf  of  fome  Paffes,  whereby  he  intercepted  all 
Provifions  coming  to  the  Scotijh  Army  ;  and 
this  obliging  them  to  decamp,  a  Battel  enfu’d,  ^  r^tteI 
and  the  Scots  were  entirely  defeated,  the  TheKing 
King  himfelf  with  ten  thoufand  Men  being  o f Scots 
kill’d  upon  the  Spot  :  Nor  did  the  Englijh  kill’«h 
lofe  lefs  than  five  thoufand,  the  Scots  defend¬ 
ing  themfelves  with  great  Bravery. 

The  King  of  England  receiv’d  Advice  of 
the  Vidtory  over  the  Scots  at  Flodden ,  on  the 
very  Day  that  Fournay  furrender’d.  And 
now  the  Campaign  being  at  an  end,  as  well 
in  France  as  England ,  it  was  debated  whither 
Tournay  fhould  be  kept  or  demolifh’d  •,  fome 
alledg’d  it  was  at  too  great  a  Diftance  from 
Calais  and  from  the  Sea  Coafts  to  be  main¬ 
tain’d  againft  the  Power  of  France ,  without 
putting  the  Nation  to  more  Charge  than  the 
Town  was  worth  i  while  others  look’d  upon 

the 
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the  PoffefTion  of  it  to  be  of  the  laft  Confe- 
qaence,  if  the  War  continu’d  •,  and  it  was  at 
length  refolv’d  to  leave  a  ftrong  Garrifon  in 
it,  under  the  Command  of  the  celebrated 
Sir  Edward  Poynings .  And  as  the  King  had 
a  Profped  of  profecuting  the  War  the  next 
Year,  in  confederacy  with  the  Emperor  and 
the  Flemmings ,  it  had  furely  been  the  moft 
impolitick  thing  in  the  World  to  have  aban¬ 
don’d  Tournay ,  one  of  the  ftro'ngefl  and 
wealthieft  Cities  on  the  Frontiers  of  France  % 
it-Tnuft  have  been  of  great  Service  to  the 
Englijh ,  as  a  Place  of  Arms,  in  another  Cam¬ 
paign,  tho’  our  Hiflorians  generally  cenfure 
the  keeping  of  it,  as  a  very  extravagant 
thing,  and  aferibe  the  Advice  folely  to  Wolfey; 
who  had  a  view,  they  intimate*  towards  that 
Bifhoprick.  But  to  proceed. 

The  King  of  England  having  made  his 
triumphant  Entry  into  Four-nay ,  attended  by 
the  Emperor,  on  the  24th  of  September  ;  the 
Dutchefs  Dowager  of  Savoy ,  Governor  of  the 
Netherlands ,  and  her  Nephew,  the  Archduke 
came  thither  the  next  Day,  to  congratulate 
him  on  his  Succels.  They  were  magnificently 
entertain’d  here  by  the  King  of  England  for 
a  Fortnight-,  during  which  time  a  Treaty 
was  fet  on  Foot  by  the  Miniffcers  of  the  re- 
fpedive  Powers,  and  King  Henry  going  to 
Lifle  fome  Days  after,  to  repay  the  Dutchefs 
of  Savoy  and  the  Archduke  their  Vifit,  the 
Treaty  was  concluded  and  fign’d  there,  on 
the  17th  of  October ,  by  which  the  Emperor 
ftipulated,  to  provide  a  Body  of  four  thou- 
fand  Horfe  and  fix  thoufand  Foot  in  Artois , 
during  the  Winter,  for  the  Security  of  the 
Diftridt  of  Tournay  and  the  Archduke’s  P er- 
ritories,  and  Henry  promis’d  to  pay  the  Em¬ 
peror 
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peror  two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  for  the 

Maintenance  of  thofe  Troops.  Henry  ftipu-  - - — 

lated  alfo,  that  before  the  fir  ft  of  June  the  A' sHen'  8 
Year  following,  he  would  renew  the  War 
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againft  France,  either  in  Guienne,  Normandy 

r>r  PirerirAo,  .  -L  _  T? _  .  ,  -  ’ 
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or  Picardy  •,  and  the  Emperor  engag’d  to 
invade  fome  other  Province  of  that  Kingdom. 

It  was  agreed  alfo,  that  before  the  15th  of 
May,  all  Parties  fhould  meet  at  Calais,  to 
iolemnize  the  Marriage  between  the  Arch¬ 
duke  and  the  Princefs  Mary,  which  had  been 
agreed  on  between  the  Emperor  and  the  late 
King  Henry  VII.  Soon  after  the  fignin<*  of 
this  Treaty,  Henry  return’d  to  England,* and 
arriv  d  at  his  Palace  of  Richmond  on  the 
24th  of  Otlober ,  after  a  Campaign  in  which 
he  had  gain  d  abundance  of  Honour,  but  at 
an  infinite  Expence,  as  fome  Hifto- 
nans  obferve  •,  for  he  was  abandon’d  by  every 
one  of  his  Allies,  and  left  alone  to  fuftain  the 
Burthen  of  the  War.  But  this  is  no  more 
than  we  have  conftantly  experienc’d  in  almoft 
every  War,  in  which  we  have  enter’d  into  an 
Alliance  with  the  Butch  or  Germans,  unlefs 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  was 
fo  wife  as  to  truft  the  Dutch  neither  with 
Iroops  or  Money,  without  their  delivering 
cautionary  Towns  into  her  Hands,  to  repay 
tne  Charges.  1  3 

And  here  Rapn  obferving  the  Treachery  * 

Secmiffnn  in  not  Remark* 

execut.ng  anyone  part  of  the!  reaty,takesOc-  examin'd. 

cafion  alio  to  refied  on  King  Henry's  Weak- 

nil  the  Dl,f>e  OT  Bubbfe  Of 

all  the  Princes  of  Europe.  But  if  every  Prince 
rs  to  be  efteem’d  weak  and  impolitic*:,  who 

v™  xvmer'reHh n  i35' cralt}' faithlers 
V  01.  XVIII.  Hhh  Allies, 


4iB  The  History  of  Engl  an  d. 

J.D.151?,  Allies,  this  Cenfure  may  be  applied  to  the 
y — — ■ y  greateft  Monarchs  that  ever  reign’d.  It  is 
impoffible  always  to  guard  againft  a  Knave, 

'*  even  if  we  were  endow’d  with  the  Wildom 
of  the  Sage  Rapin ,  who  affumes  a  Liberty  of 
judging  and  determining  the  Springs  and 
Motives  of  every  Tranfadtion  in  the  Courts 
of  Europe  for  near  two  thoufand  Years. 
Nor  does  he  only  laugh  at  Henry  VIII.  for 
being  deceiv’d  in  his  Allies,  but  declares 
him  guilty  of  the  moft  egregious  Folly,  in 
attacking  France  at  all  while  that  King  was 
engag’d  in  the  Conqueftof  Italy.  Butfurely 
the  French  King’s  Territories  were  already 
too  extend ve,  neither  the  King  of  England , 
or  the  reft  of  the  Powers  of  Europe ,  could 
with  any  good  Policy  fit  {till,  and  fee  him 
add  ,fo  fine  a  Country  to  his  Dominions  as 
Italy ,  or  which  is  much  the  fame  thing,  fuffer 
him  to  gain  fo  much  of  it,  as  to  influence 
the  Pope,  and  the  reft  of  the  Italian  Princes  i 
efpecially  if  we  confider  that  at  that  time  of 
Day,  whoever  had  the  Pope  in  his  Power, 
carried  a  great  Stroke  in  the  Affairs  of  Europe. 
It  may  be  prefum’d  therefore,  that  King 
Henry  was  not  at  all  in  the  wrong,  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  prevent  the  French  King’s  fixing 
himfelf  in  Italy ,  notwithftanding  the  cele¬ 
brated  Rapin  has  been  pleas’d  to  pronounce 
that  he  had  nothing  to  do  to  concern  himfelf 
in  that  War  ;  which  feems  to  proceed  purely 
from  Rapin’s  Concern  to  fee  his  Countrymen 
oblig’d  to  quit  Italy  by  the  Diverfion  the 
EnghJ/j  gave  them  on  this  fide. 

The  Sue-  Nor  were  the  Allies  of  England  fo  very 
cefs  of  the  gac|  at  time  as  Rapin  represents  them  ;  for 
*ndSw$ff  w^e  Henry  was  ma^ing  Conquefts  in  Picar- 
agjdnft ' the  dy\  we  find  the  Pope  prevail’d  on  the  Switzers 

French. 
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to  join  the  Emperor’s  Forces,  and  attack  the  A.D.  1513 
French  General  Yremoville ,  on  the  fide  of  ~J~~,  ' 
Burgundy ,  where  they  gain’d  fuch  Advantages 
of  him,  that  they  compell’d  him,  in  his 
Mailer’s  Name,  to  renounce  all  Pretenfions 
to  the  Dutchy  of  Milan ,  and  promife  to  pay 
them  four  hundred  thoufand Crowns ;  twenty 
thoufand  whereof  were  actually  paid  down, 
and  tho’  the  French  King  refus’d  afterwards 
to  perform  the  reft  of  that  Treaty,  yet  find¬ 
ing  himielf  fo  vigouroufly  prefs’d  on  all 
hands,  it  oblig’d  him  to  give  over  his  De- 
figns  in  Italy ,  and  made  him  think  in  earned 
of  giving  England ,  and  all  his  Neighbours, 
Satisfa&ion  in  their  Demands,  as  will  appear 
in  the  Tranfaftions  of  the  following  Year. 

But  to  return  to  England. 

The  King  of  Scots  having  been  kill’d  at  A  Brief  fci 
the  Battel  of  Flodden ,  his  Body  was  taken  buryingthe 
and  embalm’d  by  the  Englijh ,  and  fent  up  to  K.  of Sco:s, 
London  ;  whereupon  King  Henry  applied  him- 
felf  to  the  Pope  for  a  Difpenfation  to  bury 
it  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  (  for  the  King  of 
Scots  handing  excommunicated  on  his  break¬ 
ing  the  Peace  with  England ,  could  not  have 
Chriftian  Burial,  it  leems,  without  a  Licenfe 
from  his  Holinefs.)  The  Pope  hereupon  fent 
the  King  of  England  a  Brief,  wherein  he  re¬ 
cites,  that  the  King  of  Scotland  having  fub- 
mitted  himfelf  to  the  Sentence  of  Excom¬ 
munication,  in  cafe  he  committed  any  Hofti- 
lities  againft  England ,  and  had  afterwards 
broken  the  Peace,  and  been  pronounc’d  Ex¬ 
communicated  by  the  Cardinal  Archbifhop 
of  York ,  and  was  kill’d  unabfolv’d  in  the 
Battel  of  Flodden  *,  yet,  confidering  his  Dig¬ 
nity  and  near  relation  to  the  King  of  England , 
who  had  defir’d  be  might  be  interr’d  in  con- 
H  h  h  2  fecrated 
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-JD 1513  fecrated  Ground;  and  that  he  underftood 
^  ”U  n  8  fnewn  fome  Signs  of  Contrition 

?LJ  the  t‘me°f  his  Death  ;  his  Holinefs  there¬ 
fore  granted  Henry's  Requeft,  and  appointed 
the  Bifhop  of  London ,  or  any  other  Bifhop 
the  King  of  England  fhould  chufe,  to  enquire 
into  the  Cafe,  and  abfolve  King  James ,  if 
they  found  he  had  fhewn  any  Signs  of  Re¬ 
pentance,  provided  fuch  Abfolution  extend 
no  further  than  to  the  permitting  him  to  be 
buried  in  holy  Ground.  And  the  King  of 
England  perform’d  fome  flight  Penance,  in  the 
Name  of  the  deceas’d  King.  And  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  Brief,  the  King  of  Scots  was 
afterwards  buried  at  St.  Paul's  ;  tho’  the 
Sects  Hill  maintain  that  this  was  not  the  Body 
of  their  King,  but  of  one  Elphinfton  who 
was  very  like  him  •,  for  they  fry,  that  before 
the  Battel  the  King  caus’d  five  Men  of  the 
fame  Size  to  be  arm’d  and  accoutred  as  he 
was,  which  occafion’d  the  Englijh  to  miftake 
Elphinfton  for  the  King.  But  as  the  Scots 
could  never  tell  what  became  of  their  King’s 
Corps,  if  this  was  not  it,  it  Bill  remains  very 
probable  that  the  Englijh  were  not  miftaken  ; 
efpecially  if  we  confider,  that  tho’  the  Ar¬ 
mour  and  outward  Drefs  of  Elphinfton  might 
refemble  that  of  the  King’s,  yet  there  were 
probably  fome  Rings,  Jewels,  or  other  Or¬ 
naments  found  about  the  King’s  Corps,  which 
thofe  who  were  to  perfonate  him  could  not  be 
fuppos’d  to  have,  and  which  might  render 
the  Englijh  pretty  fire  they  were  not  out  in 
their  Conjecture. 

.4.D.1514  The  Parliament  of  England  meeting  on 
J  the  3d  of  January ,  1514,  a  Law  was  made, 

,Jy^r>^  hi  relation  to  the  recovery  of  Debts  in  the 
Statutes  King’s  late  Conquefs  in  France  ;  an  Ad  of 
pafs’d.  Pardon 
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fue  for  it,  on  certain  Conditions,  and  forne  - * 

Statutes  were  made  for  regulating  the  Wool- 
len- Manufactures ;  and  at  the  rifmg  of  the 
Parliament  were  feveral  Creations  and  Pro-  Creations 
motions  of  the  Nobility  ;  the  Earl  of  Surry  of  theNo- 
was  created  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  which  Title  his  bmt^ 
Father  held  till  he  was  kill’d  at  the  Battel  of 
Bofworth  in  King  Richard’s  Quarrel  ;  Thomas 
Howard ,  eldeft  Son  of  the  prefent  Duke, 
had  his  Father’s  Title  of  Earl  of  Surry 
conferr’d  on  him  ;  Charles  Brandon  Vifcount 
Life,  was  made  Duke  of  Suffolk  ;  Charles 
Somerjct  was  created  Earl  of  IVorcefier  ;  and 
Margaret ,  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence ,  Brother  to  King  Edward  IV.  obtain’d 
the  Title  of  Countefs  of  Salifbury ,  as  Heir 
to  her  Grandfather,  Richard  Nevil  Earl  of 
Salifbury ,  whofe  Caftles,  Manors,  and  Lands 
were  alfo  granted  to  her;  and  laftly,  Dr. 

IVolfey ,  the  King’s  Almoner  and  Prime  Mi -Wolfey 
niffer,  on  the  Vacancy  of  the  Bifhoprick  ofmat!e  Bi- 
Uncoln ,  was  made  Bifhop  of  that  See  ;  he  ^op  ?f 
had  alfo  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Bifhoprick  AdmSr 
of  Hour  nay  conrerr’d  on  him  by  the  Pope,  flrator  of 
the  Bifhop  of  that  Diocefe,  Dr.  Guillard ,  ab-  Tournaj. 
Tenting  himfelf,  and  refufing  to  obey  the 
King  of  England  as  Sovereign  of  that  City  ; 
and  as  the  Pope  made  a  Friend  of  Wolfey  by 
thefe  Grants,  fo  he  ingratiated  himfelf  with 
ins  Matter,  by  fending  him  a  confecrated 
Sword  and  Hat,  the  ulual  Prefents  from  the  The  Pope 
Holy-See  to  great  Princes,  on  their  SuccefTes  fends  the 
againft  the  Enemies  of  the  Church.  KingaHat 

The  French  King  obferving  how  dangerous andbword* 
an  Enemy  the  King  of  England  was,  that  he 
had  defeated  his  i\rmy,  and  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  two  confiderable  Towns  the  laft 

Campaign, 
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Campaign,  and  in  Conjunction  with  hisAllies, 
mio-ht  carry  on  his  Conqueits  much  lurther, 
made  Henry  fome  Propofals  of  Peace  this 
Winter,  and  to  induce  him  to  liften  to  them, 
offer’d  to  marry  his  Sifter  the  Princefs  Mary. 
The  Kisg  at  firft  infifted  on  the  Reftorunon 
of  the  Englifh  Provinces  in  France  ;  but  at 
length  confidering  how  little  his  Allies  '^ere 
to  be  depended  on  •,  that  they  made  no  a  -in¬ 
ner  of  Preparations  to  continue  theW  ,r  •, 
and  that  it  muft  impoverifh  his  People  to 
carry  it  on  at  their  Expence  alone  he  agreed, 
that  if  the  King  of  France  would  pay  him  a, 
million  of  Crowns,  in  Consideration  of  his 
waving  his  Right  to  the  Englifh  Ter;  To¬ 
ries  in  France  at  this  time  ;  he  would  or  der 
his  Minifters  to  treat  with  thofe  of  France. 
Accordingly  a  Negotiation  was  fet  on  Foot, 
and  a  Peace  concluded  at  London  on  the 
feventh  of  Augufi  ;  the  principal  Articles 
whereof  were,  that  the  Peace  between 
the  two  Kingdoms  fhould  continue  till  the 
Death  of  one  of  the  Parties,  and  the  Succef- 
for  of  the  Prince  who  died  firft,  fhould  de¬ 
clare  to  the  Survivor,  within  the  Space  of 
a  Year  afterwards,  whether  he  would  prolong 
the  Treaty  or  make  a  new  one that  all  Du¬ 
ties  upon  Merchandizes  imported  into  either 
Kingdom  from  the  other,  within  fifty  Years, 
fhould  be  taken  off-,  and  that  they  fhould 
mutually  affift  each  other  in  the  Defence  of 
their  Dominions,  the  refpe&ive  Quota’s  of 
Troops  and  Shipping  being  adjufted  for  that 
end.  1  The  King  of  England  included  the 
Pope,  the  Archduke  of  Auftria ,  and  the 
Swifs  in  this  Treaty  as  his  Allies  s  and  the 
French  King  alfo  nam’d  the  Pope,  the  Swifs , 

and  the  King  of  Scotland. 

\  As 
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As  to  the  French  King’s  Marriage  with  the  ^.D.1514 
Princefs  Mary.,  it  was  agreed  that  it  fhou’d  ' 

be  perform’d  in  Words  of  prefent  time  within 
ten  Days  after  the  Date  of  the  Treaty  ;  that  OfMar- 
fhe  fhou’d  be  convey’d  to  Abbeville  at  the  riage  Re¬ 
charges  of  Henry ,  and  that  Lewis  fhou’d  fo- 
lemnize  his  Marriage  with  her  in  Perfon  with-  [hePrincefc 
in  four  Days  after  her  Arrival  ;  that  fhe  Mary. 
fhou’d  have  four  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  for 
herPortion,  one  half  whereof  to  be  in  Jewels  for 
her  Drefs,  which  were  to  be  return’d  if  fhe  fur- 
viv’d  the  King  her  Hufband.  That  the  other 
two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  fnou’d  be  de¬ 
duced  out  of  the  Million  the  French  King  was 
to  pay  the  King  of  England  that  her  Joyn- 
ture  fhou’d  be  equal  to  that  of  Anne  of  Bre¬ 
tagne,  the  late  Queen  of  France  ;  and  that  Hie 
fhou’d  enjoy  it  after  the  King’s  Death, 
whether  fhe  refided  in  France  or  England. 

In  the  Million  of  Crowns  which  were  to 
be  paid  by  Lewis  to  Henry  were  to  be  included 
the  Arrears  of  the  745,000  Crowns  which 
Charles  VIII.  had  agreed  to  pay  the  late  King 
Henr  VII.  and  his  Succeffors,  Kings  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  another  Sum,  which  Charles  Duke 
of  Orleans,  Father  of  Lewis  had  oblig’d 
himfelf  to  pay  to  Margaret  Countefs  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Grandmother  of  Henry  VIII. 

A  little  before  the  Treaty  was  fign’d,  the  fj 
Princefs  Mary  folemnly  renounc’d  her  Efpou-  Maryvl- 
fals  with  Charles  Prince  of  Caftile  and  Arch-  nounces 
duke  of  Auflria,  for  which  fhe  align’d  feveral  herMai;-, 
Reafons  ;  fir  ft,  that  fhe  had  been  aw’d  and  ^Ip'dnce 
forc’d  into  that  ContraA  •,  2.  that  the  Arch-0f CaSik. 
duke  had  negledted  to  efpoufe  her  in  Words  of 
prefent  time,  when  fhe  arriv’d  at  the  Age  of 
fourteen,  as  he  had  promis’d  and  laftly,  fhe 

had 
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had  good  Grounds  to  believe  he  never  intend¬ 
ed  to  fulfil  that  Contract. 

While  thefe  Treaties  were  negotiating. 
Cardinal  Bambridge  Archbifhop  of  York  died 
at  Rome  \  wherenpon,  at  the  Recommenda¬ 
tion  of  King  Henry ,  the  Pope  gave  that  Arch- 
bifhoprick  to  Wolfey. 

The  Marriage  between  the  French  King  and 
the  Princefs  Mary  having  beenfirft  perform’d 
bv  Proxy,  fhe  was  conduced  to  Dover  by  the 
King  and  Queen,  and  there  committed  to  the 
Care  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  who  attended 
on  her  to  France ,  and  the  French  King  meet¬ 
ing  her  at  Abbeville ,  the  Wedding  was  fo- 
lemniz’d  with  great  Splendour  on  the  ninth 
Day  of  Ohlober ,  a  Day  facred  to  St.  Dennis 
the  Patron  of  France.  For  feveral  Days  after 
the  Wedding  there  were  Jufls  and  Tourna¬ 
ments  at  the  French  Court,  where  Charles. 
Brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Dorfet  acquir'd  Abundance  of  Honour  by 
their  Dexterity  in  thofe  rough  Encounters. 
But  notwithstanding  the  publick  Entertain¬ 
ments  and  Rejoycings  that  were  made  on  this 
Occafion,  it  appears  that  the  young  Queen 
was  much  diffatisfy’d  at  the  Ufage  fhe  met 
with  in  France  \  for  in  a  Letter  to  IVolfey  fhe 
acquainted  him,  that  the  very  Day  after  her 
Marriage  all  her  Servants,  *  Men  and  Wo¬ 
men,  had  been  difchargkl,  and  that  they 
wou’d  not  fuffer  even  the  Lady  Guildford  to 
be  with  her,  whom  the.Kingand.the  Bifhop 
had  directed  her  to  be  advis’d  by  in  her  Con¬ 
cerns  :  She  complains  that  the  Duke  of  Nor- 


*  Among  them  were  Mrs.  Am;  Bolein,  afterwards  mar-* 
.  led  to  King  Henry  VIII. 


folk 
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folk  had  not  dealt  well  with  her,  becaufe  he  aD.i'ml 

difcover’d  too  great  Facility  in  complying  * - 

with  th t  French  Court,  and  in  granting  every  A^Een-  8 
thing  they  demanded.  In  Conclufion,  to 
Ihew  the  great  Regard  which  the  Queen  had 
roxlVolfey,  fhe  wifhes,  that  inftead  of  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  he  had  been  charg’d  to  attend  her 
into  Frame.  She  writes  to  the  King  upon 
the  fame  Subject  of  her  ill  Treatment  in  ha¬ 
ving  her  Servants  remov’d  ;  and  tho’  King 
Lewis,  upon  her  Inftance,  was  requefted  by 
the  Court  of  England ,  that  the  Lady  Guild- 
ford  might  again  be  received  into  her  Service, 
yet  he  refus’d  to  grant  this  Requeft,  alledcr- 
mg,  that  neither  he  nor  his  Wife  needed  any 
that  Ihou’d  guide  them,  and  that  her  Lady- 
ihip  took  upon  her  to  rule  the  Queen. 

In  the  mean  time  it  appears  that  the  Em- 
lijh  after  their  Vi&ory  at  Hodden  did  not 
purfue .  the  Scots  into  their  own  Country,  the 
late  King  James  IV.  having  appointed  his 
Queen, the  King  of  England's  Sifter,  Regent  of 
Scotland  during  her  Widowhood  and  the  Mi¬ 
nority  of  his  Son  James  V.  (Tor  he  left  two 
oons,  the  eldeft  of  which  was  not  above  two 
Years  of  Age)  But  the  Queen  foon after  mar-  tv  t 
rymg  Archibald  DouSlaJ „1  of  the 

J-,ord  Hume  Governor  of  North-Scotland ,  and  about  the 
moft  of  the  Scotijh  Nobility,  infifted  that  the  Re§enGy 
Queen  had  forfeited  the  Regency,  which  up-  o»'eT 
on  her  Marriage  ought  to  devolve  on  the  nek 
-Heir  to  the  Crown,  the  Lord  John  Stewart ,  Douglafs. 
Duke  of  Albany,  who  was  the  Son  of  Alexander 
Duke  of  Albany,  Brother  to  James  III.  and 
then  in  the  French  Court.  However,  Doug¬ 
las  was  not  wanting  in  his  Endeavours  to  «ret 
the  Regency  confirm’d  to  his  Confort  the 
Queen.  He  reprefented  that  it  wou’d  be  im-  f 
Vol.  XVIII.  I  i  i  poffible,' 
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A-D.isu^  poffible  to  preferve  the  Peace  with  England 
7~7T™g  by  any  other  means  for  King  Henry  wou’d 
certainly  fiipport  his  Sifter  agamftany  Perfon 
Thii  C:c/n  that  ihou’d  pretend  to  deprive  her  of  the  Re- 
iuvftethe  gency.  Notwithftanding  which,  the  Scots 
Earl  of  lent  a  Deputation  to  the  Lord  Stewart  at  Pa- 
jlbarjm  inviting  him  to  return  to  Scotland  and 

take  the  Regency  upon  him  but  that  Lord 
nponMm.  being  prevented  coming  over  till  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Year,  the  Scots  in  the  mean  time  remain’d 
in  the  utmoft  Diftrabhon. 

et.D-i  515  Lewis  XII.  dying  on  the  firft  Day  of  the 
T~-Hen8  following  Year,  Ja?iuary ,  15x4-15,  King 

'  Henry  lent  a  Letter  of  Condolance  to  the 

Lam j  XII  Queen  his  Sifter,  in  which  he  defir’d  to  be 
dies-  inform’d  whether  fne  had  any  Thoughts  of 
returning  to  England ,  and  caution’d  her  a- 
gainft  entertaining  any  Propoials  of  Mar¬ 
riage  without  firft  advifing  with  him.  IVolfey 
alfo  wrote  to  her  to  the  fame  Purpofe.  _  A- 
mong  thofe  who  were  deputed  by  the  King  to 
carry  his  Letters  of  Condolance  to  the  Queen 
of  France  his  Sifter,  was  the  Duke  of  Suffolk , 
who  had  not  been  long  at  the  French  Court 
The  Bake  ,oefore  he  found  Encouragement  to  make  his 

eoSfthe  Addreffes  to  the  Queen  Dowager  •,  nor  did  he 
Queen  make  any  Secret  of  it  to  IVolfey,  for  he  wrote  to 
Dowager.  j^m  on  the  3d  of  February  in  the  following 
His  Letter  Manner  (viz.)  ‘  The  Day  that  the  French 
to  Wo! fey.  t  j^-mcr  o.ave  us  Audience,  his  Grace  call’d  me 
‘  inrohxs  Bedchamber,  and  laid,  “  My  Lord 
«  of  Suffolk ,  it  is  here  bruited  that  you  are 
“  come  over  to  marry  the  Queen  of  Fra?ice , 

«  your  Matter’s  Sifter,  ”  ‘  I  excus’d  my-  |. 
‘  felf  and  denied  it  •,  he  faid  then,  “  I  will  !» 
“  be  plain  with  you,  ”  ‘  and  fliew’d  me  the  [ 
4  Queen  herfelf  had  broken  the  Matter  to  I, 
£  him,  and  defir’d  his  Affiftance  therein, 

‘  which 
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‘  which  he  had  promis’d  her  by  the  Truth  of  4.0.15x5 

4  a  King,  and  renew’d  the  fame  Promife  to  - - - 

4  me,  I  was  convinc’d,  and  I  could  not  but 
4  thank  his  Grace,  yet  told  him  I  was  like  to 
4  be  undone  if  this  Matter  fhou’d  come  to  the 
4  Knowledge  of  my  Mafter  :  And  then  he 
4  faid  5  44  Let  me  alone,  for  I  and  the  Queen 
44  fhall  fo  inftance  your  Mafter,  that  he  lhall 
44  be  content, 

4  Of  this  (continues  the  Duke)  I  do  ad ver- 
4  tife  you,  my  Lord  of  Tork,  becaufe  I  intend 
4  to  hide  nothing  from  you,  and  I  defire  your 
4  fpeedy  Advice,  and  if  you  fhall  think  good 
4  to  advertife  the  King  of  this  Letter,  My 
4  Lord,  I  thank  God,  that  who  I  fear’d  moft 
4  is  contented  to  be  the  Author  of  this  Aft 
4  himfelf,  and  to  inftance  the  King  my  Ma- 
4  fter  for  me,  whereby  his  Grace  fhall  be 
4  marveloufly  difcharg’d,  as  well  againft  his 
4  Council  as  the  other  Nobles  of  his  Realm. 

The  Duke  of  Suffolk  alfo  wrote  to  the  Kino- 
himfelf  on  the  18  th  of  February  upon  this 
Subjeft,  who  in  Regard  to  his  Royal  Dignity 
feem’d  to  oppofe  the  Defign,  but  fecretly 
was  determin’d  to  favour  it,  and  now  con- 
fentsthat  the  French  King  fnou’d  be  intreated 
to  write  for  the  faid  Duke  and  Queen,  which 
Requeft  of  his  King  Henry  pretended  to  grant 
only  to  oblige  the  laid  French  King,  and  dif- 
charge  himlelf  towards  his  own  Council. 

In  a  Letter  from  the  Queen  to  her  Brother 
of  England  fbe  reminds  him  of  his  Promife 
when  fhe  took  Leave  of  him,  and  tells  him, 

4  Your  Grace  knoweth  well  that  what  I  did 
4  at  this  time  was  for  your  Pleafure,  and  now 
4  I  truft  that  you  will  luffer  me  to  do  what  I 
4  lift,  for  it  you  wou’d  have  me  married  in  any 
<  Place  faving  where  my  Mind  is,  I  will  be 

1  1  i  2  4  there 
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‘  there  where  your  Grace  nor  any  other  fhall 
4  have  Joy  of  me,  for  I  promife  your  Grace 
4  that  you  fhall  hear  that  I  will  be  in  fome 
4  religious  Houle.  *  And  it  is  evident  from 
the  whole  Conduct  of  the  King  in  this  Affair, 
that  it  was  more  to  preferve  Appearances  of 
State,  and  to  fatisfy  his  Council,  that  he  did 
not  at  firft  countenance  the  Marriage,  than 
out  of  an  Averfion  to  it.  But  however  that 
was,  theQueen  refolv’d  to  run  no  Hazards  of 
lofing  the  Man  fhe  lik’d,  tho’  her  Dignity  and 
even  Common  Decency  prohibited  her  enter¬ 
taining  a  Gallant  lb  luddenly  ;  fhe  determin’d 
to  have  him,  and  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of 
her  Friends  or  Enemies  to  difappoint  her,  and 
accordingly  was  married  privately  to  theDuke 
in  March ,  within  lefs  than  three  Months  after 
the  Death  of  Lewis  •,  whereupon  fhe  wrote  a- 
gain  to  the  King  her  Brother,  to  excufe  her 
difpofing  of  her  lei  f  fo  haftily,  wherein  fhe 
takes  the  Fault  wholly  upon  herfelf,  and 
juftifies  the  Duke  of  Suffolk ,  declaring 
fhe  had  affign’d  him  but  four  Days  to  finifh 
his  Courtfhip.  The  principal  Reafon  Francis 
the  French  King  promoted  the  Queen’s  Mar¬ 
riage  with  a  Subjedt  of  England  is  iuppos’d  to 
be  to  prevent  her  efpoufing  fome  foreign 
Prince,  who  might  be  in  a  different  Intereft, 
and  kVolJey  readily  came  into  it  •,  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  this  Piece  of  Complaifance  wou’d 
make  the  Dowager  Queen,  and  her  Confort 
the  Duke  his  fait  Friends,  and  by  the  Acceffion 
of  fuch  an  Intereft  he  fhou’d  be  able  to  fup- 
port  himfelf  in  the  Adminiftation  againft  the 
Attempts  of  his  Adverfaries,  Having  pre- 
vail’d  on  the  King  therefore  to  declare  himfelf 
reconcil’d  to  theQueen  his  Sifter  and  theDuke, 
they  return’d  to  England  the  izth  of  May , 

and 
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and  the  Marriage  was  folemniz’d  again  pub-  AS).  15,5 

lickly  at  Greenwich  the  next  Day.  The  - - - 

Queen,  as  had  been  ftipulated  by  the  Mar- 
riage-Articles,  brought  with  her  Jewels,  Plate, 
and  Furniture,  to  theValue  of  200,000 /.  and  a 
great  deal  more  which  belong’d  to  King  Lewis 
her  late  Hufband,  as  the  French  afterwards 
afierted;  but  xhzEngliJh  Miniftry,  I  find,  in¬ 
filled  that  a  great  many  of  the  Jewels  fhe  car¬ 
ried  over  were  detain’d  in  France,  which  cre¬ 
ated  a  Mifunderftanding  between  the  two 
Courts.  Our  Writers  alfo  obferve,  that  the 
Queen  left  Mrs.  Anne  B olein,  then  one  of  her  Mrs .Bolein 
Maids,  but  afterwards  Queen  of  England ,  be- 
hind  her  in  the  French  Court.  ’  France. 

The  Parliament  about  the  fame  time  pafs’d  a  -An  A&  to 
remarkable  Adi  to  prevent  theMembers  of  the  Prevei«the 
Comm  ns  abfenting  themfelves  from  the  Houfe  ^ers 
at  the  latter  End  of  a  Seffion,  it  being  obferv’d 
that  at  fuch  times  defigning  Men  ufually  Anting 
brought  in  Bills  of  dangerous  Confequence  themfelves, 
which  wou’d  not  pafs  in  a  full  Houfe.  Where¬ 
upon  it  was  enadted,  that  the  Abfenters  fhou’d 
lofe  their  Wages,  which  in  this  Reign  were 
four  Shillings  a  Day  for  a  Knight  of  the  Shire, 
and  two  Shillings  for  a  Burgefs  ■,  nor  do  I  find 
that  the  Adis  for  levying  fuch  Wao-es  were 
ever  repeal’d,  tho*  they  have  not  been°paid  of 
late  Years,  on  account  of  the  Pafiion  Gentle-  Why  Wa- 
men  have  fhewn  to  get  into  the  Houfe  who  ges  are  no{ 
are  fo  far  from  demanding  the  Wages  due  to  SSL*" 
them  for  this  Service,  that  a  thoufand  ten. 
Pounds  are  thought  very  well  laid  out  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  Seat  in  Parliament  ;  and  there  have 
been  Inflances  where  Members  have  fpent  fe- 
ven  or  eight  thoufand  Pounds  a-piece  to  get 
themfelves  return’d  j  which  Pradlice,  as  it  has 
ruin’d  abundance  of  private  Families,  fo  has 

it 
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j.o.  1515  ic  made  an  inconceivable  Alteration  in  our 
Conftitution,  Members  being  oftner  chofen 
by  the  Strength  of  their  own  or  the  National 
Purfe,  than  for  their  Merit  or  Affe&ion  to 
their  Country.  The  Statutes  for  paying 
the  Members  their  Wages,  are,  12  Ri.ll. 
Cap.  12.  23  Hen.  VI.  Cap.  11.  6  Hen.  VIII. 
Cap.  160  35  Hen.  Hill.  Cap.  11.  Thefe 

Wages  were  afiefs’d  by  the  Sheriffs  in  their 
County  Courts,  on  every  Hundred,  by 
Virtue  of  the  King’s  Writs.  The  Members 
were  allow’d  their  Charges  in  going  and  re¬ 
turning  to  and  from  the  Houfe,  befides  their 
Wages  for  Attendance.  The  reft  of  the  A<fts 
of  this  Seftion  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the 
Reign. 

During  this  SefTion,  Francis  I.  King  of 
France  applied  himfelf  to  the  King  of  Eng - 
With  France  iang  to  renew  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  between 
renew’d,  t}ie  two  Crowns,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
fign’d  the  5th  of  April,  when  that  Prince 
gave  Henry  a  frefh  Security  for  the  Payment 
of  the  Arrears  of  the  million  of  Crowns,  fti- 
pulated  to  be  paid  to  England  by  Lewis  XII. 
After  which  Francis  made  great  Preparations 
for  the  recovery  of  the  Milanefe  again,  which 
giving  the  Court  of  England  fome  Appre- 
henfions.  King  Henry  concluded  an  Alliance 
with  Ferdinand  King  of  Spain  again.  Ferdi¬ 
nand  alfo  enter’d  into  a  Confederacy  with  the 
Pope,  the  Emperor,  the  Duke  of  Milan , 
and  the  Swifs,  againft  France  *,  but  the  Con¬ 
federates  leaving  it  to  the  Swifs  to  defend  the 
Paffes  of  the  Alps ,  and  fending  no  Troops  to 
reinforce  them,  Francis  found  means  to  pene- 
T heFrencb  irate  into  Italy ,  and  gave  the  Swifs  a  total 
reduce  Defeat  afterwards  at  Marignano  ;  whereupon 
Genoa  and  Qeim  anc]  Milan  once  again  fubmitted  to  the 
Milan  French , 

again. 
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French  ;  MaximilUan  Sforza  Duke  of  Milan  AD.ix  tr 

bemg  befieg’d  in  the  Caftle  of  his  Capital,  - - — 

iurrender’d,  upon  Condirion  nf  hpinrr  7^ln- 


iui lender  d,  upon  Condition  of  being  allow’d  ^ 
a  handfome  Penfion  in  trance ;  and  after-  ''^rsJ 
wards  refzded  as  a  private  Gentleman  in  that 
Country. 

Thefe  Success  of  the  French  in  Italy  a-  At  which 
iarmd  the  Court  of  England,  which  hath  the  Court 
ever  been  jealous  of  the  growing  Power  of  England 
thatMonarchy  ;  another  thing  winch  ftill  crave  areaWd 
gieat  Offence  to  King  Henry ,  as  well  as  to  his  \ 
Miniftcr  IVoljey ,  was  the  French  King’s  ob-ThePors- 
iiging  the  Pope  to  redore  Guillard  to  the  redor«  ths 
Bifhoprick  of  Four  nay,  and  impowerino-  that  Frencb 
Prelate  by  his  Bull  to  make  ufe  of  the  Se-  ir 
cular  Arm  which  was,  in  effeft,  to  abiblve 
King  Henry’s  Subjects  in  the  Didrid  of  Four- 
nay  from  their  Allegiance,  and  to  arm  the 
neighbouring  Powers  againft  him  ;  as  the 
Englijh  AmbafTador  at  Rome  reprefen  ted  to 
his  Holinefs.  But  the  PoPe  beinfin  the 
Power  of  Francis  after  the  Battel  of  Mari^ 
nano,  he  durft  not  revoke  it ;  however,  Xo 
give  the  King  of  England  fome  fort  of  Satis¬ 
faction,  he  referr’d  the  Examination  of  the 
matter  to  two  Cardinals.  And  Francis  him- 
feif  apprehending  that  mifey  would  foon 
make  him  fenfibie  of  his  Refen tmenr,  bv 
engaging  _  his  Matter  in  the  Confederacy 
againd  him,  that  Minifter  bein^  injur’d  in 
his  private  Fortunes  by  the  Difpofal  of  the 
bifhoprick  of  For.  may  tQ  another  ;  in  ord-r  - 
to  pacify  that  Prelate  therefore,  Frants 
thought  he  to  procure  him  a  Cardinal’s  Cap 
which  of  all  things  in  the  World  IVolfey  mod  CanJina;’3 
pa^ionately  defir’d,  having  emplov’d  r  C*pt°V- 
fyytria,,  B.foop  of  BaF/Z  PopA^ ' 
tolleaor  jn  England,  to  foliate  for  that  Hoi 
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AD.  1515  nour  fome  time,  (tho*  by  the  way  it  appears 

- - — *  that  Adrian ,  and  his  Deputy  Polydore  Virgil , 

f  betray’d  him  in  that  Suit,  which  occa- 

TheSafon  fion’d  Polydore' s  being  fent  to  the  Tower  of 
of  Wolfeyi  London ,  where  he  remain’d  Prifoner  for  a 
profecuting  year  .  an(j  this>  »tis  fuppos’d,  gave  Polydore 
WjT  that  Prejudice  to  Wolfey,  that  he  could  not 
fpeak  of  him  with  any  Temper  in  his  Hifto- 
ry,  and  fhould  induce  us  to  read  his  Cha- 
radter  of  that  Minifter  with  greatAllowances.) 
But  to  return. 

He  reigns  Wolfey*  ’tis  faid,  govern’d  the  Affairs  of 
« Court  England  without  Controul  at  this  time,  ha- 
RiSlUt  a  ving  found  rneans  to  difmifs  all  the  reft  of  the 
Minifters  from  Court,  who  had  hitherto  en¬ 
joy’d  any  fhare  in  the  King’s  Efteem,  as  the 
Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk*  and  even  Bi- 
fhop  Fox ,  his  Patron.  But  thefe  things  feem 
to  have  been  much  aggravated,  for  Bifhop 
Fox  appears  by  his  Letters  long  after  this,  to 
have  preferv’d  a  Friendfhip  for  Wolfey*  and 
the  Duke  of  Suffolk  retir’d  a  little  difatisfy’d, 
only  becaufe  he  was  call’d  upon  for  two  thou- 
fand  Pounds,  which  the  King  had  lent  him 
to  make  a  Figure  in  the  Court  of  France , 
when  he  married  the  Queen,  whofe  Joynture 
being  fixty  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year,  that 
Nobleman  had  but  little  Reafon  to  be  dif- 
gufted  on  that  fcore.  As  to  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk  indeed,  he  was  always  in  an  oppofite  In- 
tereft,  and  it  is  no  wonder  therefore  if  Wolfey 
defir’d  his  abfence  •,  however,  on  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  propofing  a  Confederacy  againft 
France ,  we  find  thefe  very  Minifters  fent  for, 
and  their  Advice  demanded,  which  feems  a 
little  unaccountable,  if  they  were  fo  mi^h 
out  of  Favour  as  is  reprefented,  and  the 
Cardinal  alone  govern’d  the  King’s  Councils. 
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In  the  Debates  on  the  Kxpgdiency  of  com¬ 
mencing  a  War  with  France ,  our  Hiftorians 
fugged,  that  JVolfey  was  govern’d  more  by 
his  own  private  Interefts,  and  Refentment 
againft  the  French  King,  than  by  his  Views 
to  the  Publick  Good,  and  that  the  Cardinal’s 
Cap  procur'd  him  by  Francis,  could  not  de¬ 
face  the  Injury  he  had  done  FFolfey ,  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  deprive  him  of  the  Adminiftration 
of  Pournay  ;  but  however  the  Cardinal  mio-ht 
be  induc’d  by  private  Confiderations  to  en¬ 
deavour  a  Rupture  with  France ,  it  is  certain, 
the  publick  Reafons  he  gave  for  it  had  their 
Weight;  for  he  complains,  that  feveral  of  Reafons 


•  T111  .  1  - .  xvcaiuns 

the  J  ewels  belonging  to  theQueen  of  France  had  given  for  a 
been  detain’d,  contrary  to  theTreaty  of  Mar-  R.uPture 
riage  between  that  Princefs and  Lewis  XII.  that  mlhFrance 
the  French  had  enter’d  into  a  League  Offen- 
five  and  Defenfive  with  the  Scots?  notwith¬ 
standing  their  late  Treaty  with  England ;  and 
had  a  flailed  the  late  Duke  of  Albany  in  poilcf- 
fing  himfelf  of  the  Regency  of  that  King- 
Prejudice  °f  the  Queen,  the 
Kings  Sifter,  and  excited  the  Sects  to  commit 
Ads  of  Hoftility  in  England,  tho’  compre¬ 
hended  in  the  late  Peace  ;  that  the  French 
openly  proteded  Richard  Bela  Pole,  an  Eng- 
T  Fugitive  and  a  Traytor  ;  and  laftly,  that 
England  ought  never  to  fit  ftill  and  fee  France 
extend  her  Conquefts  without  Oppofino-  her 
On  the  other  hand  the  old  Minilters~  al- 
ledg  d,  according  to  Lord  Herbert ,  that  to  And 
=^reak  a  Treaty  or  League  folemnly  fworn,  againft  it, 
did  feem  a  ftrange  Counfel  in  any,  butefpe- 
cially  in  a  Divine  ;  that  for  their  parts,  they 
conceivd  the  violating  of  Publick  Faith, 
was  to  call  God  and  Man  in  Judgment  againft 
them  ;  they  would  not  deny  yet,  but  juft 
Vo  L.  XVIII,  Kkk  Can fe 
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A.D.  1515  Caufe  of  diffolving  Leagues  might  be  given, 

- -  but  then  that  the  wrong’d  Party  ought  both 

t0  Proteft  the  Faulc  and  denounce  War, 
without  which  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  even 
Mankind  itfelf  could  not  fubfift. 

But  a  late  Reverend  Writer  (  Dr.  Fiddes) 
makes  a  Doubt  here,  whether  the  Lord  Her¬ 
bert  has  not  given  us  his  own  Suggeftions  on 
this  Occafion,  as  he  has  done  on  fome  others  j 
for  it  is  here  fuppos’d,  that  no  Proteft  or 
Remonftrance  had  been  made  to  the  French 
on  thefe  Articles ;  which  is  direCtly  contrary 
to  Fad,  as  appears  from  the  InftruCtions  of 
the  Englijh  Ambafiador  at  the  French .  Court  j 
and  if  upon  thefe  Reprefentations,  Satisfaction 
could  not  be  obtain’d,  there  feems  to  be  no 
way  left,  but  to  have  recourfe  to  Arms, 
However,  the  King  finding  his  Council  divi- 
The  King  ded,  determin’d  to  take  the  middle  way  (at 
Tefolves  to  }eaft  for  the  prefent)  and  to  afllft  the  Emperor 
aflift  the  ancj  prancjs  Sforza ,  Brother  to  the  late  Duke 
2T  of  Milan,  with  a  Sum  of  Money  privately, 
France,  towards  their  recovering  the  Milanefe ,  rather 
than  make  himfelf  a  Principal  in  the  War 
diredtly.  But  what  reflects  moil  upon  the 
Cardinal  of  York,  is,  that  he  oblig’d  Francis 
Wolfe y  fti-  Sforza  to  ftipulate  to  pay  him  a  Penfion  of 
pulatesfor  jgn  thoufand  Ducats  a  Year  out  of  the  Mila- 
»  Penfie'n-  neje^  when  it  fliould  be  recover’d;  tho’  as  this 
Inftrument  was  found  among  the  ACts  of 
State,  and  confequently  muft  be  done  with 
the  King’s  Knowledge,  and  poflibly  by  his 
Direction,  it  is  no  more  than  fome  other  cele¬ 
brated  Minifters  have  accepted  from  Foreign 
Princes  on  the  like  Occafion,  without  any 
Imputation  on  their  Memories,  But  Cove- 
toufnefs  is  not  the  only  Failing  the  generality 
of  Writers  charge  the  Cardinal  of  LW’ with. 
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they  tell  us  that  on  his  Preferment  he  became 
excefflve  proud  and  imperious ;  that  his  Fa¬ 
mily  confided  of  no  lefs  than  eight  hundred 
Perfons,  among  whom  were  feveral  Noble¬ 
men,  fifteen  Knights,  and  forty  Efquires  j 
that  whenever  he  went  abroad,  he  was  at¬ 
tended  like  a  Prince,  the  Cardinal’s  Hat  was 
carried  before  him  in  great  State,  and  plac’d 
upon  the  High-Altar  in  the  King’s  Chapel, 
when  he  went  thither  ;  that  he  was  the  firft 
Clergyman  that  was  drefs’d  in  Silk  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  had  his  Horfes  Furniture  adorn’d 
with  Gold  i  that  his  Pride  was  infupportable 
to  every  Body.  But  none  receiv’d  greater 
Mortifications  from  him  than  Dr.  Warham 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  he  carried  his 
Crofs  ere£t  in  his  Province,  and  even  before 
his  Face,  contrary  to  the  Decifions  of  the 
Church  and  State  ;  and  that  the  Archbifhop 
finding  it  in  vain  to  contend  with  this  Favou¬ 
rite,  refign’d  the  Seals,  and  retir’d  to  his 
Diocefs;  whereupon  Wolfey  was  conftituted 
Lord  Chancellor  ;  befides  which  he  had 
abundance  of  other  Preferments,  and  enjoy’d 
the  beft  part  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Bifhop- 
ricks  of  Bath ,  Worcejler ,  and  Hereford ,  thofc 
Prelates  being  Foreigners  and  refiding  abroad. 
Dr.  Fiddes ,  the  Cardinal’s  Hiftorian,  has  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  defend  him  againft  part  of  this 
Charge-,  heobferves,  ‘  That  the  hfoblemen, 

‘  faid  to  be  retain’d  in  his  Family,  rather 
4  refided  there  as  in  a  Place  of  Education, 

4  than  under  the  Notion  or  Character  of  Ser- 
‘  vants,  tho’  upon  any  publick  Occafion, 

4  they  were  ready  to  Honour  the  Cardinal, 

*  as  Matter  of  fo  great  a  Family,  or  rather 

*  of  fo  fplendid  a  Court,  with  their  Atten- 
4  dance.  It  was  computed  indeed,  that  his 

K  k  k  2  ‘  Revenues, 
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Revenues,  with  the  numerous  Prefents  and 
Penfions  that  he  receiv’d  from  abroad,  an¬ 
nually  exceeded  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown, 
Tho’  as  to  the  Returns  made  to  him  from 
Foreign  Courts,  it  has  been  mention’d  to 
his  Honour,  by  thofe  who  cannot  be  fuf- 
pefted  of  Partiality  to  him,  that  he  never 
4  engag’d  the  King  in  any  Alliance  but  what 
4  was  for  his  Honour  and  Advantage  •,  he 
4  was  lefs  culpable  however,  in  making  his 
‘  private  Views  fubfervient  to  the  Public!-; 

4  Good  •,  what  has  been  thought  liable  to 
4  Genfure  in  his  Conduct,  was,  that  he  did 
6  not  make  ufe  of  the  great  Power  which  he 
4  had  over  the  King,  to  engage  his  Majefty’s 
4  Attention  to  Affairs  and  Studies  proper  to 
4  him,  but  rather  advis’d  him  to  follow  his 
4  Pleafures ;  that  by  Infinuations  of  this  kind, 

4  he  got  the  entire  Adminiftration  of  Affairs 
4  into  his  own  Hands,  without  regard  to  the 
4  King’s  Dignity,  not  confulting  what  was 
4  proper  for  his  Information.  But  notwith- 
4  Handing  the  Lord  Herbet,  Bifhop  Burnet , 

4  and  fofne  other  Modern  Hiftorians,  have 
4  concurr’d  in  exhibiting  this  Charge,  the 
4  Doftor  fuggefts,  that  the  Fa6t  itfelf  may 
4  very  juftly  be  queftion’d,  for  if  we  may 
4  believe  an  Enemy,  he  did  not  abufe  the 
4  King’s  Favour  in  the  manner  thofe  Hifto- 
4  rians  have  reprefented.  After,  fays  he,  a 
4  fhare  of  the  Publick  Bufinefs  was  devolv’d 
4  by  the  King  upon  tVolJ'ey,  his  Majefty,  tho’ 
4  in  that  refpedl  more  difengag’d  and  at  li- 
4  berty,yet  being  well  difpos’d  and  inftrufted, 
4  and  form’d  for  Empire,  did  not  wholly 
4  negledt  his  Duty,  but  that  he  migt  employ 
4  his  time  both  commendably  and  to  advan- 
*  tage,  applied  himfelf  to  the  Study  of  good 

4  Literature. 
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Literature.  He  fometimes  entertain’d  him-  AD 

lelt  at  his  leifure  Hoars  with  Mufick,  but - 

he  read  with  Care  and  Attention  the  Works  A' 
of  Aquinas,  and  this  he  did  by  the  Advice  ^'VV* 
of  Wolfey,  who  was  a  profefs’d  Follower  of 
that  Schoolman.  This  Advice  to  a  youno- 
Prince,  concerning  a  method  of  Study° 
which  requires  the  greateft  a  b  draft  ion  and 
force  of  Mind,  and  is  attended  with  Plea- 
fures  of  a  very  different  kind  from  the  com¬ 
mon  and  foft  Entertainments  of  a  Court 
does  not  feem  perfeftly  to  agree  with  the 
Tradition  of  the  Cardinal’s  Advice  to  the 
King,  that  he  fliould  give  himfelf  up  to 
the  neg  eft  ot  his  Studies,  and  the  puk.it 
of  fenfible  Delights. 

‘  ohatc  C!iai'ge  without  Proof,  or  fhew 
of  Proof,  had  been  brought  againd  the 
Cardinal,  and  on  occafion  too  of  the  In¬ 
fluence  which  his  Advice  had  over  the  King 
Thai  as  a  Churchman  he  was  the  Difzrace  of 
his  Profejfion,  being  lewd  and  vicious ,  exor¬ 
bitantly  proud  and  oftentatious ,  and  indeed  the 
main  Debaucher ■  of  his  Sovereign  Mailer. 

nioreunnTuft'Vas‘hdhe  htter  part  of  ic  *s  A  Defence 
e  unjult,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  of  Henry 

KlnS.’  tho  _  he  might  indulge  himfelf  in  bX  Dr- 

certain  criminal  Liberties,  yet  gave  himfelf FMes' 

up  to  a  very  irregular  and  vicious  Courfe 

of  Life.  His  Affair  with  the  Lady,  by 

whom  he  had  a  natural  Son,  the  Duke  of 

Ru hmond  is  not  to  be  examin’d  by  the 

drift  Rules  either  of  Morality  or  Reveal’d 

Religion.  Befides  that  Intrigue,  I  do  not 

tnow  that  during  the  Cardinal’s  Admini- 

flration  the  King  was  charg’d,  in  refpeft  to 

his  Morals,  with  any  notorious  Vices  ;  the 

great  Diiorders  he  fell  into,  were  from  the 

‘  time 
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4  time  that  he  began  to  have  lefs  regard  for 
‘  the  Cardinal,  and  to  govern  himfelf  by 
4  other  Maxims,  under  a  more  powerful 

*  Afcendant.  He  before  delighted  on  proper 

*  Occafions  in  pompous  Shews,  in  Mafques 

*  and  Banquets,  and  other  Amufements  com- 
«  mon  to  all  Courts  •,  but  we  fhould  be  in- 
«  jurious  to  the  Character  of  fucceeding  Prim 

*  ces,  in  fuppofing  that  he  was  therefore  cor- 
4  rupted  by  them,  or  involv’d  in  thofe  Con- 
‘  fequences  to  which  they  may  fometimes 

*  accidently  minifter  an  Occafion.  In  his 
«  younger  Years,  which  is  not  a  common 
«  Character  of  Perfons  vicioufly  difpos’d,  he 

*  was  by  Intervals  ftudious  and  contempla- 
«  tive,  a  lover  of  Learning  and  of  learned 
«  and  good  Men,  whether  Laymen  or  Ec- 

*  clefialticks  •,  he  always  profefs’d  great  Zeal 

*  for  Religion,  and  as  to  all  the  exterior 
4  Forms  and  Rites  of  it,  few  Princes  have 
4  conducted  themfelves  with  a  more  vifiblc 

*  or  drift  regard.  Upon  what  then  can  this 

*  heavy  Charge  of  his  corrupting  the  King 
4  be  grounded,  who  for  the  time  this  Mini- 
«  fter  had  any  Influence  over  him,  appears 
‘  to  have  been  as  regular  in  his  moral  Con- 

*  duft,  as  moft  of  the  Princes  who  liv’d  be- 
4  fore  him,  or  who  have  been  fince  inverted 
4  with  the  Royal  Dignity.  ’ 

A  Parliament  was  held  on  the  12th  of 
November  this  Year,  wherein  feveral  benefi¬ 
cial  Afts  were  made,  which  will  be  taken 
Notice  of  at  the  Conclufion  of  this  Reign. 

A  Synod  of  the  Clergy  alfo  artembled  at 
the  fame  time,  of  whom  the  Pope  s  Agents 
demanded  a  Supply  to  be  employ’d  in  the 
‘Turkijh  Wars.  To  which  the  Clergy  anfwer’d. 
That  they  had  advanc’d  lo  much  in  defence  of 

the 
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the  Church  againft  France ,  that  they  were  not 

in  a  Condition  to  raife  further  Subfidies.  They  - - * 

infifted  alfo,  that  by  a  Decree  of  the  Council 
of  Conftance ,  no  Imposition  ought  to  be  laid 
on  the  Clergy  by  the  See  of  Rome ,  without 
the  Concurrence  of  a  General  Council. 

The  following  Year,  on  the  nth  of  Fcbru-  a.d  ,uS 

ary,  the  Queen  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a  * - -i-. 

Daughter  at  Greenwich ,  baptiz’d  by  the  Name 
of  Mary,  afterwards  Queen  of  England. 

And  in  the  fame  Month  died  Ferdinand  King  cefsTl/^* 
of  Arragon ,  and  Regent  of  Caftile,  who  firft  born- 
obtain’d  the  Name  of  Catholick,  which  his  Tlr.dinand 
Defendants  the  Kings  of  Spain  have  ever  fince 
enjoy’d.  My  Lord  Herbert  obferves  that  he  dies/ 
was  deem’d  the  molt  adtive  and  politick  Prince 
of  his  time.  That  he  hardly  took  any  reft 
himfelf,  or  fuffer’d  his  Neighbours  to  take 
any.  That  no  Man  better  knew  how  to  ferve 
his  Turn  on  every  Body,  or  to  make  their 
Ends  conduce  to  his ;  but  he  could  not  efcape 
the  Reputation  of  being  falfe  to  his  Friends 
and  Allies,  which  the  fame  noble  Author  ob¬ 
ferves  is  not  confiftent  with  true  Wifdom. 

That  true  Reafon  of  State  fulfills  on  fuch  folid 
Maxims  that  it  has  no  need  of  Deceit,  there  is 
no  ufe  of  it  among  the  Wife,  being  only  a  Supply 
to  Ignorance  among  the  ruder  and  worjl  kind  of 
Statefmen.  AnotherWriter  fays  of  this  Prince, 
that  he  had  great  Qualities  ;  but  Ambition 
caus’d  him  to  facrificeall  forts  of  Duties,  even 
thofe  of  Religion,  to  politickViews. 

Upon  the  Death  of  Ferdinand,  the  King-  We(led 
doms  of  Caftile,  Arr ,  ,n  and  Navarre,  which  by  hi* 
comprehend  all  Spam ,  were  united  in  his  Grandfoa 
G  rand  ion  CWfe  ;  (the  Mother  of  that  Prince  char!ts  V* 
Joanna  Queen  of  Caftile ,  being  diforder’d  in 
her  Senfes)  but  as  Charles  was  in  the  Lozv- 

C  ountrics 
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— - -  nand  had  conftituted  Alphonfo  his  natural  Son 

A-  %  Regenc  of  Arragon ,  and  Cardinal  Ximines 
Regent  of  Caftile  till  Charles  fhould  come  in¬ 
to  Spain  and  take  the  Government  upon  him. 
But  I  refer  the  Reader  to  the  13th  Volume  of 
Modern  Hiftory ,  which  treats  of  Spain ,  for  a 
further  Account  of  this  Matter. 

The  Death  of  King  Ferdinand  very  much 
difconcerted  the  Emperor’s  Meafures,  for  he 
had  engag’d  to  attack  the  French  on  the  fide 
of  Milan ,  while  Ferdinand  fhou’d  make  a 
Diverfion  in  Guienne.  However,  Maximilian 
having  receiv’d  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money 
from  the  Englifh  to  enable  him  to  undertake 
that  Expedition,  and  expecting  a  great  deal 
more,  he  affemble'd  an  Army  confifting  of 
Germans  and  Swifs,  and  oblig’d  the  French  and 
Venetians  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Brefcia  ;  after 
which  he  purlu’d  them  to  the  City  of  Milan , 

. and  was  at  the  point-of  reducing  it,  when  the 

' Milan,  but  Swifs  in  his  Army  mutiny’d  for  their  Pay, 
retiresfud-  w^ich  oblig’d  him  to  retire  and  difperfe  his 
denly.  Troops,  without  effeding  any  thing  confider¬ 
able  j  and  Charles ,  the  young  King  of  Spain , 
being  bufied  in  taking  Poffeffion  of  his  exten- 
five  Dominions,  thought  fit  to  fubmit  to 
France  till  his  Affairs  were  in  a  more  fettled 
condition  •,  whereupon  the  Confederacy  be¬ 
tween  the  Pope,  the  Emperor,  Spain ,  and 
England,  came  to  nothing.  A  Treaty  was 
Treaty  be-  afterwards  entred  into  between  Charles  King 
c'veen  .  of  Spain  and  Francis  the  French  King  at  Noyon 
Spain  at*  on  the  26th  of  Auguft ,  15  16,  whereby  a  Mar¬ 
riage  was  agreed  on  between  hisCatholickMa- 
jefty  and  Louifa  the  Daughter  of  Francis ,  then 
about  two  Years  of  Age.  Charles  alio  agreed 
to  relinquifh  the  Kingdom  of  Navarre ,  and 
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md  evacuate  it  within  fix  Months,  and  en- 
gag’d  that  the  Emperor  fhou’d  reftore  Vero-  — - 

na  to  the  Venetians ,  on  the  Payment  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  Crowns ;  notwithftanding  An  Alii- 
which,  a  defenfive  Alliance  was  concluded  on  ance  be- 
:he  29th  of  October  following,  at  London ,  be- 
:ween  the  Emperor, .England, and  Spain, where-  F™gla>J,’ 
ay  the  refpeCtive  Princes  engage  to  defend  each  and  Spain 
other’s  Territories  againft  any  other  Power  at  London. 
:hat  fhou’d  attack  them,  and  adjufted  their 
feveral  Quota’s  of  Men  and  Money.  How- 
;ver,  before  the  Year  was  ended,  the  Em¬ 
peror  accepted  and  ratify’d  the  Treaty  of  ^he  Em- 
Noyon,  which  feems  not  very  confident  with  peror  aC- 
:hat  of  London ;  and  indeed  the  Princes  of Cedcs  t0  tha 
Europe  at  that  time  appear  to  have  had  fcarce  V reaty  ot 
my  other  Views  in  their  Treaties  than  to  a-  °y9n " 
mufe  and  impofe  upon  each  other. 

The  Emperor,  who  was  a  Penfioner  at  this 
:ime  to  the  Court  of  England ,  in  order  to  keep 
:he  King  in  Temper,  and  attone  for  the  pre- 
:ipitate  Retreat  he  had  made  from  Milan , 
when  it  was  generally  fuppos'd  he  wou’d 
rave  driven  the  French  out  of  Italy,  made 
Henry  an  Offer  of  resigning  the  Empire  to 
rim,  and  affifting  him  in  the  Conqueft  of  the  torefign  ** 
Dutchy  of  Milan.  *  But  whether  the  King  did  theEmpir* 
rot  think  the  Emperor  fincere,  or  appre-  KinS 
rended  the  Project  impracticable,  I  don’t  find  ™nr3' 
re  gave  any  great  Attention  to  it. 

While  the  King  of  England  was  endea¬ 
vouring  to  form  Alliances  to  put  a  Stop  to 
the  growing  Power  of  France  abroad,  he  had 
:onftantly  an  Eye  upon  the  Scots,  who  feldotn 
fail’d  of  making  a  Diverfion  whenever  they 
You  XVIII.  LU  faw 
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faw  France  attack’d  by  the  Englijh  ;  Henry 
therefore,  in  order  to  keep  all  quiet  in  Scotland , 
had  endeavour’d,  as  Uncle  to  the  young 
King,  to  obtain  the  Regency  of  that  King¬ 
dom  during  his  Minority,  +  Or  at  leaft  to 
get  the  Adminiftration  put  into  fuch  Hands 
as  might  give  him  no  DifturbanCe  in  cafe  of  a 
Rupture  between  France  and  England  ;  but 
the  Duke  of  Albany  coming  over  from  France 
in  the  Year  1 5 1 5,  on  the  Invitation  of  the 
Nobility,  and  taking  the  Regency  upon  him, 
Henry  had  reafon  to  expeft  that  Nation  wou’d 
fall  under  the  Direction  of  the  Court  of  France , 
for  the  Duke  of  Albany  was  not  only  born  and 
educated  in  the  French  Court,  but  had  a  great 
Eftate  in  that  Kingdom  •,  and  as  his  Inclina¬ 
tions  and  Interefts  were  entirely  French ,  he 
was  conftantly  fupply’d  with  Troops  and 
Money  from  France ,  to  enable  him  to  de- 
prefs  the  Friends  of  England  in  that  Kingdom. 
Accordingly  we  find  the  Duke  not  long  after 
his  Return  feiz’d  thePerfon  of  the  youngKing, 
took  him  out  of  the  Hands  of  his  Mother,  and 
oblig’d  that  Princefs  and  her  Hufband  the 
Earl  of  Angus  to  fly  into  England  for  Pro¬ 
tection.  The  Queen  being  big  with  Child, 
was  oblig’d  to  ftay  fome  time  with  her  Con- 
fort  at  Harbottle  in  Northumberland ,  where  fhe 
was  brought  to  bed  of  a  Princefs  na-m edMar- 
garet ,  and  upon  her  going  abroad  was  in¬ 
vited  by  King  Henry  to  come  with  the  Earl 
her  Hufband  to  London ;  but  the  Duke  of 
Albany  had  found  means  to  reconcile  the  Earl 
to  him,  and  prevail’d  on  him  to  return  to 
Scotland  >  the  Queen  however  accepted  of  her 

Brother’s 
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Brother’s  Invitation,  and  game  to  London  in  -d.p. ist<? 
May ,  1516.  Henry  being  affronted  at  the  ~7~r,  ' ' 
Ufage  his  Sifter  met  with,  and  apprehepfive 
of  the  ill  confequence  of  differing  the  Duke  of  ^ 
Albany,  his  profefs’d  Enemy,  to  have  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  young  King,  and  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  all  Affairs,  lent  to  the  Scots  to  let 
them  know,  that  unlefs  they  wou’d  difmifs  the 
Duke  of  Albany,  and  fend  him  back  to  France 
they  muft  cxpedf  to  feel  the  Effedts  of  his  Pif- 
pleafure  but  upon  the  Regent’s  fubmitting 
himfelf  to  the  King  of  England,  and  offering  gene  recon- 
to  be  directed  by  him,  it  appears  that  Henry  ciieshimfelf 
was  reconcil’d  to  him,  and  thereupon  com  l°,^in^nd 
eluded  a  Truce  with  Scotland ,  which  was  con-  returns  to 
tinued  from  time  to  time  ;  whereupon  the  to  France. 
Regent  went  over  to  France  in  the  Year  1517, 
where  he  continu’d  for  feveral  Years,  leaving 
the  Adminiftration  in  fuch  Hands  as  gave  the 
King  of  England  no  great  Uneafinefs. 

In  the  mean  time  Cardinal  IVolfey  caus’d  all  Wolfy  calls 
the  Receivers  and  Colledfors  of  the  King’s  the  Officers 
Revenues  to  give  a  very  ftridf  Account  of  their  °ftheKmg*s 
Stewardfhip,  whereupon  the  Lord  Herbert  toan Ac- 
obferves,  that  he  had  fo  much  of  the  good  count. 
Servant  to  fuffer  no  body  to  impofe  upon  his 
Matter  but  himfelf  :  He  caus’d  Perjury  alfo  Jufticeduly 
tp  be  feverely  punijfh’d,  and  ereded  Courts 
to  defend  the  poor  from  the  Oppreffions  of by  im 
the  Great  ;  nor  gan  it  be  deny’d,  fays  that 
noble  Writer,  that  the  Cardinal  in  afl  Affairs 
of  publick  Judicature  was  ftudioufly  juft  and 
impartial,  and  feverely  punifh’d  all  Diforders 
whether  relating  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  or  CiviJ 
Government.  *  Among  the  Reformations 
L  1  1  2  propos’d 
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TheCalen-  propos’d  by  the  Council  of  Lateral  which 
dar ’dTobe  was  ^ltt:^ng  at  th*5  time,  that  of  reforming 
reform’d  the  Calendar  it  appears  was  one,  a  Breve  be- 
by  the  ingfenc  to  England  dated  the  16th  of  July , 
Council  of-  j  £;  1 6?  inviting  the  King  to  fend  forne  learned 
o iLatcran.  pjvjnes  ancj  Attronomers  to  Rome  to  aflift  in 
that  Regulation. 

^.-D.1517  A  Tumult  happen’d  in  London  in  the  Be- 

- -  ginning  of  the  following  Year,  occafion’d  by 

f  t^ie  ^onflucnce  °f  Foreigners,  who  were  fuf- 

A  Tumult  fet’d  to  carry  on  their  Trades  and  other 
inLonJon  on  Employments  in  the  City,  to  the  Prejudice  of 
May-Day.  the  Natives,  and  fometimes  abus’d  and  infulted 
them,  by  the  connivance  of  the  Government. 
Particularly,  it  is  related,  that  one  Bard ,  a 
Lombard  (probably  a  Banker,  as  thofe  of  that 
Country  generally  were)  perfuaded  the  Wife 
of  a  certain  Citizen  to  elope  from  her: 
Hufband,  and  bring  Part  of  his  Plate  with 
her,  both  which  he  refus’d  to  reftore  when 
demanded,  but  on  the  contrary,  arretted 
the  Husband,  and  oblig’d  him  to  pay 
for  his  Wife’s  Board.  Upon  this,  and  fome 
other  Outrages  committed  by  Foreigners, 
a  Complaint  was  made  to  the  Council- 
Board,  but  met  with  no  redrefs,  which  made 
the  Strangers  ftill  more  infolent  ;  and 
Bard  being  in  the  Royal  Gallery  at  Richmond 
with  fome  other  Foreigners,  who  made  a  Jett 
of  his  keeping  an  Englijhman* s  Wife,  one  of 
them  anfwer’d,  if  he  had  the  Mayor’s  Wife 
he  wou’d  ferve  him  in  the  fame  Manner ; 
whereupon  fome  Citizens  that  were  in  the 
Gallery  threatned  to  be  reveng’d  on  them  : 
And  Dodtor  BeaU  a  celebrated  Preacher, 
was  prevail’d  on  by  one  Lincoln  a  Broker  to 
read  a  Bill  of  Complaint  he  had  drawn  up 
againft  Foreigners  in  the  Pulpit,  by  which 
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and  fome  other  Practices  of  the  like  Nature,  AD.  15 17 
a  Tumult  was  rais’d,  fix  or  feven  hundred  ~ 
Apprentices  afiembled  on  May-day  in  the 
Evening,  broke  open  the  Prifons,  and  let 
out  feveral  Perfons  who  had  been  committed 
for  abufing  Strangers,  kill’d  fome  Foreigners, 
and  rifled  their  Houfes,  of  which  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  receiving  Intelligence,  fortified  his  Houfe, 
not  knowing  how  far  their  Refentment  might 
reach.  However,  the  Rioters  difpers’d  and 
retir’d  to  their  Dwellings  about  three  in  the 
Morning ;  whereupon  the  Government  fent  a 
Body  of  Troops  into  the  City,  and  afiifted 
the  Lord-Mayor  and  Sheriffs  in  apprehending 
of  between  two  and  three  hundred  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Offenders,  who  were  convicted  of  High 
Treafon.  However,  only  Lincoln  and  four  The 
or  five  of  the  principal  Rioters  were  executed  0f  them 
as  Traitors,  and  nine  or  ten  more  hang’d  :  executed. 
The  reft  being  brought  in  their  Shirts  with  The  reft 
Halters  about  their  Necks  before  the  King  as  Phon’d, 
he  fat  on  his  Throne  in  lVeJl?nin[ler-Hall ,  were 
all  pardon’d  at  the  Interceffions  of  the  Queens 
of  England, Frame  zndScotland,*who  all  refided 
at  this  time  in  the  Englijh  Court,  and  the  Gib¬ 
bets  that  had  been  ereded  in  feveral  Parts  of 
the  City  in  Terror em  were  taken  down.  The 
Day  this  Tumult  was  rais’d  was  long  after 
call’d  the  Evil  May-day. 

A  little  after  the  fupprefiing  this  Infurrec-  ThcfWeat- 
tion,  the  Kingdom  was  again  afflided  with  ing  Sick- 
the  Sweating  Sicknefs,  which  being  peculiar  ne^s  Sweeps 
almoft  to  this  Nation,was  call’d  the  Sudor  An-  a' 

glicus.  It  generally  carried  off  the  Patient  in  ofPeoplc 
three  Hours.  In  lome  Towns  one  half  of  the 

People 
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People  were  fwept  away  by  it,  and  in  others 
a  Third  and  the  King  was  oblig’d  to  leave 
London  and  adjourn  three  of  the  Terms  this 
Year,  and  the  next  Year  another,  which 
fliews  that  this  Diftemper  rag’d  at  leaf!  a  Year 
in  England  at  this  time.  Mr.  Woodward  and 
fome  other  Writers  relate,  that  the  Univerfity 
of  Oxford  was  almoft  difpeopled  by  this  pefti- 
lential  Difeafe,  which  he  afcribes  chiefly  to  the 
Stagnation  of  the  Waters  in  the  adjacent 
Meadows,  the  Rivers  If  is  and  Cherwel  being 
almoft  choak’d  up,  which  might  poflibly  be 
one  Reafon  the  Diftemper  rag’d  to  a  greater 
Degree  here  than  in  other  Towns  j  and  yet 
we  find  that  the  Term  was  adjourn’d  hither 
from  Wefiminfier  in  the  Year  1518,  I  prefume 
after  Oxford  was  fuppos’d  to  be  more  health¬ 
ful  than  it  had  been  the  preceding  Year  ;  tho* 
I’m  apt  to  believe  the  Government  were  de¬ 
ceiv’d  in  their  Intelligence,  for  we  find  the 
Term  was  held  but  one  Day  at  Oxford ,  and 
then  adjourn’d  back  again  to  Wefiminfier. 

The  Treasury  of  the  Church  being  much 
exhaufted  by  the  late  Wars,  the  Pope  pro¬ 
pos’d  a  General  Crufade,  in  order  to  replenifh 
his  Coffers,  for  the  Turks  had  made  a  confi- 
derabie  Progrefs  in  their  Conqucfts  of  late 
Years,  which  gave  fome  colour  for  this  Ex¬ 
pedition  i  and  we  find  all  the  Princes  of 
Chriftendom  expreffing  a  great  Readinefs  to 
enter  into  this  Holy  War,  but  they  excus  d 
themfelves  afterwards  however  from  engaging 
m  it  by  the  Apprehenfions  they  had,  their 
Dominions  might  be  infulted  by  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  in  their  Abfence,  or  on  fome  other  fpe- 
cious  Pretences ;  whereupon  the  Propofal  for 
their  uniting  in  a  War  againft  the  Infidels 

came  to  little,  and  this  put  the  Pope  upon 

other 
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other  Projeds  for  raifing  Money  :  He  fent  a 

Bull  to  England  particularly,  whereby  he  em-  - - - 

power’d  Cardinal  JVolfey  to  colled  a  Tenth 
from  all  the  Clergy  in  the  King’s  Dominions 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Church,  authorifing 
him,  where  any  Perfons  refus’d  Payment,  to 
compel  them  by  Deprivation,  Ecclefiaftical 
Cenfures  or  other  Punilhments,  to  raife  the 
Money  :  He  was  even  commiffion’d,  in  cafe 
the  Clergy  were  found  refradory,  to  invoke 
the  Secular  Arm,  and  to  depute  others  to  ad, 
according  to  the  Tenour  of  his  Inftrudions  ; 
to  inflid  pecuniary  Mulds,  and  make  Sei- 
fures  of  any  Goods  or  Emoluments  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Clergy,  except  Books,  Veftments, 
or  other  Utenfils  appropriated  to  facred  Ufes; 
and  thefe  Powers  might  be  executed  in  their 
raoft  ample  Extent,  notwithflanding  any  U- 
fages  or  former  Cufloms,  Indulgences  or  fpe- 
cial  Exemptions  from  the  Apoftolick  See,  to 
the  contrary. 

The  Sovereign  Pontiff,  in  this  Brief,  ex- 
prefleth  himfelf,  as  having  the  fupreme  and 
abfolute  Dominion,  not  only  over  the  Spi¬ 
ritual  State,  but  the  Temporal  Poffeffions  of 
the  Church  ;  but  the  preaching  up  the  Doc- 
pine  of  Indulgences  to  raife  Money  here  and 
in  other  Parts  of  Europe  gave  ftill  greater  Of¬ 
fence.  It  had  been  taught,  and  generally  be-  TheOffer- 
liev’d  indeed,  for  four  or  five  Centuries,  that  ing  Indul- 
the  Pope,  out  of  the  inexhauftible  Treafure  gences  to 
of  the  Church,  founded  in  the  Merits  of  Chrift,  p1!  f°rts  of 
the  Holy  Virgin  and  other  Saints,  had  a  Power  Money,  °C 
of  diftributing  Indulgences,  on  certain  Condi-  gives  great 
tions  prefcrib’d  by  him,  to  the  greateft  and  OSencc. 
moft  profligate  Sinners  for  the  plenary  Re- 
miffion  of  their  Sins  :  But  in  the  Indulgences, 
which  were  expos’d  to  Sale  at  this  time,  there 

was 
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j.d  1517  was  noDiftinCtion  made,  either  of  Perfons  or 

j^7hT%  Sins»  ^uC  **c0Pk»  h°w  v^e  anc*  Pr°fligate 

foever,  were  promis’d  everlafting  Happinefs 
on  purchafing  them,  and  not  only  a  Pardon 
for  their  own  Sins,  but  the  Sins  of  their  dead 
Friends,  fuppos’d  to  be  in  Purgatory.  Col¬ 
lectors  were  align’d  in  every  part  of  Europe 
to  receive  the  Money  arifing  from  thefe  Indul¬ 
gences,  and  Preachers  to  Ihew  the  great  Ad- 
T 'hejaco-  vantages  of  them.  In  Saxony  the  Jacobins 
tins,  and  were  appointed  to  preach  up  the  Benefit  of 
nS;  them, in  which  the  Auftin-Friars  having  been 
ItCX  formerly  employ’d,  were  extremely  difgufted, 
dicule thefe  and  took  upon  them  to  expofe  and  ridicule 
Indul-  the  Impiety  and  Abfurdity  of  fetting  Indul¬ 
gences.  gences  to  Sale  in  this  fcandalous  manner,  but 
none  more  than  Martin  Luther ,  a  Dodtor  of 
Divinity  in  the  Univerfity  of  Wittenberg,  then 
lately  founded  by  Frederick  Duke  of  Saxony. 
He  obferv’d  that  the  Collectors  kept  their 
Offices,  or  rather  Shops,  in  Taverns,  where 
part  of  the  Money  was  fpent  in  Riot  and  Ex- 
cefs  ;  and  what  gave  yet  greater  Offence  was, 
the  Pope’s  having  appropriated  part  of  the 
Money  before  it  was  rais’d  towards  the  ma¬ 
king  a  Provifion  for  his  Sifter  and  fome  other 
Relations,  whereas  it  was  pretended  to  be  de- 
fign’d  either  for  the  Holy  War,  or  the  finiffiing 
and  adorning  St.  Peter's  in  Rome.  But  Luther 
did  not  only  expofe  thefe  fcandalous  Appro¬ 
priations,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Money 
was  levied,  with  the  Vices  of  the  Collectors, 
JlveCBivh  but  proceeded  afterwards  to  queftion  whether 
rathe  Re-  there  was  any  Foundation  for  this  DoCtrine 
formation,  in  Scripture,  and  at  length  whether  the  Pope’s 
Authority  it  felf  was  not  ufurp’d  ;  in  which 
being  fupported  by  his  Sovereign  the  Duke  of 
Saxony  and  fome  other  German  Princes,  he 

con- 
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contributed  largely  to  that  Reformation  of 
the  Church,  which  foon  after  follow’d  in 
many  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Europe.  But  to 
return  from  this  Digrefiion. 

The  French  King  being  very  uneafy  while  <*£>  1518 
Tournay  remain’d  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh>  * 

apply’d  himfelf  to  the  Cardinal,  to  whom  he 
made  fome  confiderable  Prelents,  and  pro-  TheiWA 
mis’d  an  Equivalent  for  that  Bifhoprick,  makePro- 
which  had  fuch  an  Effetft  on  his  Eminence,  |?ert!nCOn' 
that  he  propos’d  the  Matter  to  King  Henryy  <j;wrna^ 
reprefenting  at  the  fame  time,  that  fince  the 
Houfe  of Aujlria  was  of  late  fo  much  aggrand  iz’d 
by  the  Acceftion  of  Spain  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples ,  there  was  more  Reafon  to  be  appre- 
henfive  of  the  Power  of  that  Houfe  than 
of  France  :  That  Tournay  alfo  was  but  a 
Charge  to  him,  and  coft  the  King  at  lead: 
twelve  thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann.  to  keep  ; 
and  fince  the  French  King  was  willing  to  give 
him  a  good  Confideration  for  parting  with  it, 
it  was  better  to  refign  it  on  thefe  Terms  than 
hazard  a  War  with  France  by  retaining  it  j 
whereupon  the  King  confented  to  receive  an 
Embaffy  from  France  to  treat  on  that  Subjedh 
In  the  mean  time,  as  the  Pope  fent  his  Le¬ 
gates  to  the  reft  of  the  Courts  in  Europe  to 
engage  the  refpedlive  Princes  in  a  five  Years 
Truce,  and  an  oftenfive  Alliance  againft  the 
Turks ,  he  deputed  Cardinal  Campeins  on  the  Cardinal 
fame  Errand  to  England ,  which  IVolfey  being  Campeins 
acquainted  with,  immediately  difpatch’d  an  ^ad^Le-3* 
Agent  to  Rome ,  and  procur’d  himfelf  to  be  gates<> 
join’d  in  Commiffion  with  Campeins.  The  I- 
talian  Legate  arriv’d  in  England  the  latter  end 
of  July ,  and  having  but  a  very  mean  Equi¬ 
page,  Wolfey  order’d  feveral  of  his  Servants  to  r 
attend  him  at  his  Publick  Entry,  and  lent  Wnubikk 
V e l.  XVLIL  Mtnm  him  Enfry 
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A-D.  1518  him  twelve  Mules,  with  rich  Furniture,  that 
jloRen^  he  might  make  aFigurh  fuitable  to  hisCha- 
ra<^er  ;  but  fome  of  the  Mules  happening  to 
fall  and  break  the  Sumpters  they  carried,  dis¬ 
cover’d  they  were  all  empty,  which  occafion’d 
abundance  of  Laughter  •,  tho’  had  the  People 
confider’d  that  all  the  Legate’s  empty  Trunks 
were  to  be  fill’d  out  of  their  Purfes  before  he 
left  England ,  they  would  probably  have  been 
more  ferious. 

The  Le-  By  the  Commiffion  granted  to  the  two  Le- 
gate’sCom.  gates,  they  were  to  endeavour  to  procure  a 
3m  ion.  Supply  from  the  Clergy  for  the  War  againft 
the  Infidels,  and  to  perfuade  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  join  in  an  offenfive  Alliance  with  the 
reft  of  the  Princes  of  Europe  againft  the  T '-irks ; 
»■  and  tho’  the  Pope  had  but  little  Hopes  of 
actually  engaging  them  in  a  Crufade,  yet  he 
did  not  defpair  of  raifing  confiderable  Contri¬ 
butions  amongft  them  for  excufing  them  from 
that  Service  •,  and  provided  his  Coffers  were 
fill’d,  he  was  not  very  folicitous  for  the  Event 
of  that  War. 

(  That  JVolfey  might  be  induc’d  to  afiift  the 
K'and  P°Pe  in  this  Projed,  he  was  not  only  made 
Wells  given  the  Pope’s  Legate,  but  had  the  Adminiftra- 
to  Wolfey  tion  of  the  Bifhoprick  of  Bath  and  Wells  con- 
°n  o^f*  ^err*^  on  on  t^le  Deprivation  of  Cardinal 
Cardinal  -Adrian,  the  late  Bifhop  of  that  See,  who  was 
Adrian,  degraded  for  being  in  a  Confpiracy  againft 
the  Pope  *,  tho’  his  Holinefs  pretended  it  wa® 
at  the  Inftance  of  Wolfey,  who  had  long  loli- 
cited  his  Removal,  on  Account  of  fome  ill 
Offices  Adrian  had  done  him  at  Rome. 

While  the  two  Legates  were  endeavouring 
to  engage  King  Henry  in  an  Alliance  againft 
the  T '-irk,  or  which  ferv’d  the  Defigns  of  hisj 
Holinefs  asw^l?  propofing  Ways  and  Means 

for 
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for  raifing  Money  to  be  put  into  the  Pope*s  jf -0*1518 
Hands,  under  Pretence  of  employing  it  in  an  ~  “  " 
Enterprize  of  that  Nature,  Ambalfadors  ar-= 
riv’d  from  France  to  put  the  laft  Hand  to  the  TheJW£ 
Treaty  concerning  Fournay ;  but  that  it  might  Ambaffa- 
not  be  fuppos’d  they  came  over  folely  with  f00^eaartr've 
that  View,  they  firft  treated  with  the  Englijh  concerning 
Miniftry  concerning  the  Alliance  which  the  Toumay, 
Pope  and  all  the  Princes  of  Europe  were  em 
tering  into  for  the  Defence  of  Chrifiendom  a-, 
gainft  the  Infidels.  The  Pope  and  Legates 
labour’d  hard  to  bring  the  feveral  Powers  into 
an  offenfive  Alliance  againft  the  Turks,  which 
would  have  given  the  Holy  See  a  good  Pre^ 
tence  to  have  demanded  Supplies  for  theWar; 
but  his  Holinefs  was  at  length  oblig'd  to  be 
fatisfy’d  with  a  defenfive  Alliance  *  .  This 
M  m  m  2  Treaty 


*  By  this  Treaty  the  federal  contracting  Powers  ftipulated. 
That  a  perfect  Friendjhip  Jhould continue  for  ever  between  them  and 
their  refpcClive  Succejfors ;  and  that  if  ant  of  them,  or  a  Stranger, 
Jhould  invade  a  Confederate,  the  reft  Jhould  give  the  Aggrejfor 
au  Admonition  to  deff  and  make  Reparation,  which  if  he  did 
not  within  a  Month,  they  Jhould  declare  themfelves  hit  Enemies, 
and  two  Months  after  make  War  upon  him  by  Sea  and  Land  at 
an  etptal  Charge:  But  in  cafe  of  a  Civil  War,  none  of  the 
Contractors  Jhould  intermeddle,  unlefs  it  v:as  maintain  d  by  a 
Foreign  Force.  That  none  of  the  Confederates  Jhould fujfer  their 
Subjects  to  bear  Arms  againft  another,  on  pain  of  being  deem'd 
Violators  of  the  Treaty.  That  no  Confederate  Jhould  take  the 
Vajfal  or  Subject  of  another  into  his  Protection,  or  fujfer  a 
Rebel,  Traytor,  or  Fugitive,  of  another  Confederate,  to  remain 
in  his  Dominions.  This  alliance  was  concluded  on  the  zd  of 
Gftober,  1518,  which  being  an  excellent  Precedent  for  a 
Peace  Jor  future  Ages,  induc'd  the  Lord  Herbert,  he  fays,  to 
recite  it,  from  whom  1  have  extracted  thus  much,  to Jhew 
with  what  Reafon  the  Court  England  afterwards  join' d  the 

Emperor  again f  King  F  rancis,  who  had  broke  thro'  it  in  feveral 
Inftances,  and  mujl  obferve,  that  this  is  almojt  the  only  Treaty 
that  Rapin  has  not  recited  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  VIII.  which 
it  is  evident  he  fuppref'd,  that  it  might  not  appear  how  fra¬ 
grantly  the  F  rench  King  afterwards  broke  thro'  it,  and  that  he 
might  be  at  Liberty  to  blacken  the  Cardinal  and  the  Englifti 
Minijiry  for  joining  with  the  Emperor  agaivfl  France* 
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Treaty  being  concluded,  the  Reftitution  of 
Tournay  to  the  French ,  and  a  Match  between 
the  Dauphin  and  the  Princefs  Mary ,  was  pro¬ 
pos’d  by  the  French  Ambafladors,  and  at 
length  the  following  Articles  were  agreed  on 
between  France  and  England ,  viz.  That 
the  Marriage  between  the  Dauphin  and  the 
Princefs  Mary  fhould  be  folemniz’d  when  the 
Dauphin  arriv’d  at  fourteen  Years  of  Age 
(for  he  was  not  two  at  this  time) :  That 
Henry  fhould  give  a  Portion  of  333,000 
Crowns  with  the  Princefs,  and  each  Party 
bound  himfelf  in  a  Bond  of  500,000  Crowns 
for  the  Performance  of  the  Marriage-Con- 
trad,  and  her  Jointure  was  to  be  equal  to 
that  of  Anne  of  Bretagne ,  or  that  of  any  for¬ 
mer  Queen  of  France . 

For  the  Reftitution  of  Tournay  the  French 
King  was  to  pay  600,000  Crowns,  befides 
50,000  Livres  due  from  the  Inhabitants  to 
King  Henry  *,  but  out  of  thefe  the  Portion  of 
the  Princefs  Mary  was  to  be  deduded. 

An  Interview  alfo  was  agreed  upon  between 
the  twoMonarchs  to  be  held  at  Sandinfeldty 
between  Ardres  and  Guifnes.  And  laftly,  Se¬ 
curity  was  given  for  paying  Cardinal  JVolfey 
12,000  Livres  per  Ann.  in  Confideration  of 
his  relinquifhing  the  Bifhoprick  of  ‘Tournay. 
Thefe Trea ties  werefign’d  the  14th  oiOdiober, 
and  having  been  ratified  by  the  refpedive 
Princes,  the  King  and  Queen  of  France ,  for 
their  Son  the  Dauphin,  contraded  Efpoufals 
with  the  Princefs  Mary  by  Proxy. 

But  I  fhould  have  remember’d,  that  it 
was  ftipulated  by  a  private  Article  in  this 

Treaty, 
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Treaty,  That  the  French  King  fhould  not 

fuffer  the  Duke  of  Albany  to  return  to  Scot -  * - - 

land ,  the  Court  of  England  infilling  that  it 
was  not  fafe  to  truft  the  young  King  in  the  Th^Dukc 
Hands  of  one  who  was  next  Heir  to  the  of  Albany 
Crown,  and  accordingly  the  Duke  was  de-  detain’Jin 
tain’d  in  France  till  there  happen’d  a  Mifun-  ^^rea- 
derftanding  between  the  Courts  of  France  and  ty. 
England.  Margaret ,  Queen  Dowager  of  Scot¬ 
land ,  having  thus  in  btfeft  procur’d  the  Ba- 
nifhment  of  her  Enemy,  return’d  again  to  that 
Kingdom. 

TVolfey  about  this  time  found  Means  to  get  Cardinal 
Cardinal  Campeins  recall’d  from  England ,  and  Wdfy  foie 
himfelf  conftituted  foie  Legate  a  Latere  in  this 
Kingdom.  He  was  empower’d  to  vifit  both  fhodty.U 
the  Monafteries  and  the  Seqular  Clergy,  and 
to  difpenfe  with  all  Ecclefiaftical  Laws  for 
one  Year,  whereby  the  Authority  of  the  Bi- 
fhops  and  Clergy  was  extremely  abridg’d  ; 
but  whatgave  them  the  greateft  Offence,  was 
the  Character  he  had  given  them  at  the  Court 
of  Rome ,  as  is  evident  from  the  Bull  *  that  Bull  for  a 
conferr’d  thefe  Powers  upon  him,  where  the  general 
Clergy  are  faid  to  be  given  up  to  a  reprobate  VifltatioH- 
Senfe.  Upon  this  Accelfion  of  Power,  if  we 
may  credit  his  Enemy  Polydore ,  the  Cardinal 
became  exceffive  proud  :  He  celebrated  Mafs 
on  Feftivals  like  the  Pope,  Bifhops  and  Ab¬ 
bots  ferv’d  him,  and  Dukes  gave  himWater 
and  the  Towel.  When  he  went  Abroad  he 
had  two  Croffes  carried  before  him  by  two  tall 
Priefts,  mounted  on  great  Horfes  ;■  but  this, 
fays  that  Writer,  was  a  Trifle  compar’d  with 
the  Authority  he  afium’d  in  his  Legate’s 

Court, 
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Court,  of  which  having  appointed  Dr.  Allen 
Judge,  a  Man  of  no  Morals,  all  manner  of 
Rapines  and  Extortions  were  committed  there; 
every  Man’s  Life  was  ftrictly  enquir’d  into, 
and  all  his  Failings  feverely  punifh’d  if  he  did 
not  attone  for  them  by  a  Bribe  ;  the  Clergy 
particularly  being  threaten’d  with  Expulfion, 
were  glad  to  compound  for  their  Faults: 
Caufes  relating  to  Wills  and  Adminiftrations 
he  claim’d  the  Cognizance  of,  and  conferr’d 
EcclefiafticalPreferments  on  whom  he  pleas’d: 
Of  which  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  com¬ 
plaining  to  the  King,  his  Majefty  anfwer’d. 
That  he  Jhould  not  have  heard  it  but  by  him , 
adding,  that  no  Man  was  fo  blind  as  in  his  own 
Houfe  •,  therefore  fray  Father ,  /aid  the  King ,  go 
to  IVolfey,  and  tell  him ,  if  any  thing  be  amtjfs , 
that  he  amend  it :  Whereupon  the  Archbifhop 
reprefented  to  the  Cardinal,  that  in  meddling 
with  Wills  he  affum’d  a  Power  not  claim’d 
by  the  Poper  and  that  he  ufurp’d  on  the 
Rights  of  the  Nobility  by  difpofing  of  Li¬ 
vings  in  their  Patronage  ;  for  which,  fays  the 
fame  Writer,  he  only  hated  the  Archbifhop 
fo  much  the  more,  being  already  offended 
with  him  becaufe  he  fubfcrib’d  himfelf  in  a 
Letter,  Tour  Brother ,  JV.  Cant.  But  Allen  his 
Agent  being  accus’d  by  John  Loudon ,  a  Prieft, 
of  fome  illegal  Proceedings,  which  were  fully 
prov’d,  the  King  himfelf  reprehended  Wolfey 
feverely,  which  made  him  ad  more  cautioufly 
afterwards.  * 

In  the  mean  time  Maximilian  the  Emperor 
(or  rather  King  of  the  Romans ,  for  he  was 
never  crown’d  Emperor)  dying  on  the  12th 

of 
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of  February ,  1519,  there  arofe  a  mighty  ^-£>.1519 
Conteft  between  Charles  King  of  Spain  and  “  llHen% 
Francis  King  of  France  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
Empire.  The  Pope,  it  feems,  was  not  in-  Francis  a  nd 
din'd  to  either,  for  they  had  both  got  Foot-  Charles 
ing  in  Italy,  and  he  was  afraid  of  being  fo“^ates 
brought  under  the  Power  of  one  of  them.  Empire. 
King  Henry  imagining  the  Electors  would  King 
chule  fome  third  Perfon,  fent  a  Minifler  Henry  af- 
( Richard  Pace)  to  the  Diet  to  found  the  E-  Pires  t01t' 
ledors,  whether  he  might  not  hope  for  Succels 
if  he  declar’d  himfelf  a  Candidate  i  but  Pace 
let  him  know  it  was  now  too  late  to  propofe 
it.  The  Eledors  of  Mentz ,  Colen  and  Friers* 
indeed  feem’d  inclin’d  to  him,  and  he  might 
have  flood  fair  for  the  Empire  if  he  had  ap- 
ply’d  in  time  ;  but  the  Matter  was  fo  far  gone 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  ftir,  whereupon  the 
King  dropp’d  his  Pretenfions,  and  on  the  28  th  chp 
of  June,  Charles  King  of  Spain  was  eleded  King  of 
Emperor  by  the  Name  of  Charles  V.  At  Spain  e- 
which  Francis  was  fo  piqu’d,  that  he  feem’d  lcfteTEm- 
determin’d  to  give  the  new  Emperor  all  the  per0r' 
Difturbance  he  could  create  him  ;  for  not- 
withftanding  Charles  was  now  poffefs’d  of  ve¬ 
ry  large  Territories,  much  fuperior  to  thofe 
of  France ,  yet  as  they  lay  at  a  Diftance  from 
each  other,  and  both  the  Spaniards  and  Ger¬ 
mans  had  fhewn  themfelves  averfe  to  his  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  exercis’d  him  with  continual 
Infurredions,  France  did  not  doubt  yet  of 
being  a  Match  for  his  Competitor,  provided 
he  could  prevail  on  the  Court  of  England  to 
enter  into  an  Alliance  with  him,  or  at  lead 
to  ftand  Neuter.  Charles  had  much  the  fame  ^nd  Fw 
Sentiments  •,  he  was  confcious  that  if  a  Quarrel  as  endea- 
happen’d  between  him  and  France,  it  would  vourt° 
be  in  the  Power  of  England  to  incline  the 
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Balance  either  way  *,  whereupon  both  Parties 
took  fuch  Meafures  as  they  thought  moll  con¬ 
ducing  to  preferve  the  Friendship  of  the  King 
of  England,  among  which  the  gaining  of  the 
Cardinal  was  look’d  upon  as  a  confiderable 
Step.  Whereupon  T. Folfey  daily  receiv’d  Pre¬ 
fects  from  both  Princes,  with  Promifes  of  all 
the  Service  they  could  do  him,  ftiling  him  in 
their  Letters,  their  Friend  and  their  Father , 
and  admiring  his  confummate  Wifdom  and 
Virtue,  nothing  of  which  did  the  Cardinal 
conceal  from  his  Mafter,  ’tis  faid,  who  there¬ 
upon  entertain’d  flill  a  greater  Opinion  of  the 
Fidelity  and  Merit  of  his  Favourite.  The 
French  King,  to  exprefs  his  Devotion  for  the 
Cardinal,  authoriz’d  him  to  adjufl  the  Cere¬ 
monies  between  him  and  Henry  at  their  in¬ 
tended  Interview  the  following  Year  ;  and  as 
an  Inflance  of  his  Affedlion  for  the  King  his 
Mailer,  defin’d  he  would  Hand  Godfather  to 
his  fecond  Son,  which  his  Majefly  agreed  to, 
and  gave  him  his  own  Name,  this  Prince  af¬ 
terwards  enjoying  the  Crown  of  France  by 
the  Name  of  Henry  II.  But  what  engag’d  the 
Cardinal  moft  in  the  Interefl  of  the  French 
King,  was  the  Promife  he  had  made  him  of 
procuring  him  the  Votes  of  fourteen  Cardinals 
if  he  flood  Candidate  for  the  Papacy  on  the 
next  Vacancy  ;  but  after  Charles  was  chofen 
Emperor,  and  had  offer’d  the  Cardinal  his  In¬ 
terefl  in  that  Particular,  which  was  look’d  up¬ 
on  to  be  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French 
King’s,  it  is  fuggefled  by  mofl  of  ourWriters 
that  IVolfey  became  very  cool  towards  Francis , 
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He  impri fins  his  Mother  the  fihieen  Dowager  320 
The  true  Earl  of  Warwick  fioewn  to  the  Teople 

ibid 

He  offers  his  Mediation  between  France  and  Bre¬ 
tagne  3a<? 

He  demands  Money  of  the  Tarliament  to  defend 
Bretagne  ibid 

But  puts  it  in  his  Tocket  -27 

An  Infarrettion ,  occafion'd  by  the  rigorous  levy¬ 
ing  the  Taxes  528 

He  threatens  France  to  get  Money  of  the  Tariia- 
rnent  ^38 

Hie  lands  at  Calais  340 

Lays  Siege  to  Bologn  ibid 

He  finds  bis  Allies  unprepar'd  ibid 

Articles  of  Teaee  concluded  between  France  and 
England  ;4i 

He  endeavours  to  difeover  who  Perkin  was  346 
Stanley,  Sir  William,  executed  348 

The  Kings  Extortions  549 

Subjetds  indemnified  for  adhering  to  a  King  de 
fa£to  3JO 

The  Malecontents  of  Cornwal  defeated ,  and  their 
Leaders  executed  354 

O  o  0  a  The 
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The  King  extorts  Money  from  his  Subjects,  on 
< Pretence  of  their  favouring  the  Malecontents 

3^0 

}{c  prefents  the  Emperor  with  a  Sum  of  Money 
to  be  emy toy'd  in  the  Turkilh  Wars  $6 z 

Ibis  fffneen  dies  in  Child-bed  3^3 

‘The  King's  Extortions  encreafe  ibid 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  fin'd  36'  5 

A  Conspiracy  again  ft  the  King  by  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  See.  9^* 

Tyrrel  and  other  Confpirators  executed  367 
He  raifes  Money  by  various  Arts  36^ 

*By  his  Extortions  be  heaps  up  1 ,8co,ooo  1.  373 

A  his  of  Grace  perform'd  by  him  on  his  Death-bed 

374 

Hedies  37  j 

His  Character  by  Lord  Bacon  ibid 

His  Title  979 

His  Marriage  and  Jffue  9^2 

Statutes  in  this  Reign  3*4 

The  Difference  between  the  Trice  of  Wheat  and 
the  Value  of  Silver  in  this  Reign  and  the  prc~ 
font  3^7 

HENRY  VIII.  his  Acceffion  .3*9 

He  continues  the  chief  Mmifters  of  State  ibid 
A  General  Tar  don  ibid 

Offers  of  Reffitution  39° 

He  marries  the  Trincefs  of  Wales,  his  Brother  s 
Wife  ?  3?J 

They  are  both  crown'd  ibid 

The  King  lavijhes  away  his  Treafure  in  Feffivals , 
&c .  393 

He  comes  into  the  Alliance  againft  France  309 
He  lauds  at  Calais  •  4*° 

Maximilian  the  Emperor  tabes  pay  of  him  4‘ 2 
Tournay  City  taken  4*4 

The  Emperor  off  ers  to  refign  the  Empire  to  him 

44* 

He  claims  the  Regency  of  Scotland  442 

Hereford, Duke, challenges  the  Duke  0/ Nor  folk  35 
Heretical  Treachers ,  an  Aft  for  imprifoning 
them  1 4 

Hereticks,  a  Law  for  burning  them  6 1 ,  7  3 

Officers,  See.  to  affift  to  extirpate  them 


Herrings  ‘Battel 


147 

i 


The  TABLE. 

I 

T  NDIES,  EAST,  difcover'd  by  Vafco  de  Gama 

A  387 

Ireland,  Poyning’s  Law  made  there  349 

Ifabella,  Queen  of  Caftile,  dies  3^9 

Italy,  a  Confederacy  to  drive  the  French  front 
thence  35,8 

Jubilee ,  the  Tope  raifes  Money  by  it  359 

Julius  II.  Tope,  dies  408 

Juries  half  Foreigners  ‘when  an  Alien  is  a  Tarty 

214 

JuJiices  of  the  Trace  mujl  be  feiz'd  of  10 1.  per 
Annum  in  Lands  ibid 

JuJiices  of  the  Trace  fortify  the  Coafls  407 

K 

XT  ING,  SubjeCls  indemnified  for  adhering  to  a 
AV  .KV;/gdefa&o  350 

L 

T  ATERAN  COUNCIL,  an  Embaffy  fcnt 

,Li  thither  404 

Lateran  Council  propofe  the  Reformation  of  the 
Calendar  444 

Lancaster,  Duke ,  negotiates  a  Truce  with 

Scotland  g 

He  concludes  a  Truce  with  the  Scots  12 

Hi  $  frtii  t  lefs  Expedition  to  Scotland  1 5 

He  is  accus'd  of  High  Treafon  ibid 

He  is  font  on  an  Embaffy  to  France  with  great 
Expence  1  a 

He  embarks  with  an  Army  for  Caftile  19 

His  Succefs  in  Galicia  ibid 

He  marries  his  Daughter  to  the  King  o/Caftile’s 
Son  ag 

He  is  made  Duke  of  Guienne  ibid 

He  marries  his  Concubine ,  and  legitimates  her 

Iff"*  ibid 

Hedies 

Lancafter,  Dutchy  Court  injli  fated  87 

Lancaster,  Duke ,  (late  Hereford)  lands  in 
England  ^7 

He  is  join'd  by  the  Nobility  and  Teople  ibid 

He  marches  to  London  38 

Takes  Briftol,  and  beheads  the  Miniflers  ibid 

He  claims  the  Crown  as  next  Heir-,  and  not  by  the 
Elettion  of  the  Teople  41,  48 

The 
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fke  SucceJJion  limited  to  the  Eoufe  of  Lancafter 

5Z 

Lancastrians  and  Yorkists  fubmit  to  an  Ar¬ 
bitration  197 

Both  Parties  take  zip  their  Quarters,  in  London 

ibid. 

fhey  are  reconcil'd  in  Appearance  ibid 

P’he  Lancaftrians affemble  an  Army  again  239 
Leo  X.  Pope  c/Rome,  his  ConduEt  408 

Lewis  XII.  Articles  of  Marriage  between  him 
and  the  Princefs  Mary  423 

Hedies  426 

Lincoln,  Earl ,  defeated  and  kill'd 
Littleton,  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  ftourifh'd 
hi  the  Reign  of  Edward  IV.  271 

Liveries,  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  to  give  none 
but  to  their  menial  Servants  87 

Lollards,  the  King  recall'd  from  Ireland  to  fup- 
prefsthem  ibid 

Henry  V.  countenances  the  Pcrfccution  of  them 

89,  95 

Jhe  King  furprizes  them  in  St.  Giles’;  Fields  93 
Sir  Roger  Aft  on  and  fix  others  burnt  94 

A  feverc  A  El  againft  them  9  5 

London,  the  King  refus'd  1000  /.  by  the  City  29 
P’heir  Privileges  taken  away  for  a  Riot ,  but  re¬ 
ft  or' d  on  their  SubmiJJion  30 

An  Infarreffiion  on  May  Day  there  444 

M 

A/f  ARGARET,  Qiieen,  levies  an  Army  and 
invades  England  /  220 

Her  Forces  are  defeated  by  the  Lord  Montague  221 
Margaret,  Princefs ,  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  228 

Afterwards  married  to  the  King  of  Scots  557 

Mary,  Princefs ,  Articles  of  Marriage  between 
her  and  Lewis  XII.  423 

Mary,  Princefs ,  born  439 

May  Day,  an  Infurreflion  in  London  444 

Meaux  taken  by  the  French  1 61- 

Merchants,  Foreign ,  to  lay  out  the  Money  they 
receive  on  other  Merchandizes  of  this  Realm  8(> 


.Montague,  Earl,  kill'd 
.Mortimer,  Roger,  Earl  of  March, 

to  the  Crown 


239 

declar'd  Heir 

18 

Mortimer* 
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Mortimer,  Edmund,  Earl  of  March,  taken  ri ~ 

finer  by  Glendour  6o 

The  Earl  of  Northumberland  enters  into  a  Con- 
f piracy  with  them  66 

Mortimer,  Sir  John,  executed  as  a  Traytor  139 

Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  lands  at  Sandwich, 
and  advances  towards  London  202 

He  defeats  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  near  Mortimer 's 
Crofs  210 

Moreton,  ‘Bifhof ,  in  a  Confpiracy  again  ft  Ri¬ 
chard  III.  292. 

N 

"VTA  VARRE,  the  King  of  difpojfefs'd  of  his 
‘Dominions  by  the  Spaniards  and  French  40 6 
Hobihty,  Creations  of  them,  in  the  Reign  of  Ri¬ 
chard  II.  2,18,34. 

Creations  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  V.  no 

Several  Creations  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  VI.  id 9 

Creations  in  the  Reign  of  Edw.  IV.  2  2 1 

Creations  in  the  Reign  of  Rich.  III.  289 

Creations  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  VIII.  42  e 

Normandy,  mofiofit  fubdu'd  112 

It  is  defended  by  Talbot  16] 

fZ Jhe  Occafion  of  the  Lofs  of  it  181 

Norfolk,  Duke  of  challenges  the  Duke  of  Here¬ 
ford  3  5 

Northumberland,  Earl  of  difgufted  65 
He  enters  into  a  Confpiracy  with  Mortimer  and 
Glendour  66 

‘they  take  up  Arms  ibid. 

The  Sattelof  Shrewsbury  07 

Toting  Piercy  kill’d  ibid. 

Five  thoufandof  the  Male  contents  kill'd  6% 

The  Earl  pardon d  ibid. 

He  is  in  another  hPlot  with  she  ArchbiJJoop  of 
York  7 1 

The  Archbijhop ,  the  Earl- Mar Jh all,  See.  betray'd 
and  executed  7  2. 

The  Earl  of  Northumberland  retires  to  to  Scot- 
land  ibid. 

He  and  the  Lord  Bardolph  retire  into  Wales  74 
He  raifes  another  InfurreBion, ,  and  is  kill'd  in 
an  Engagement  7  5 

Northampton  Sattel  203 

Noyon  Treaty  between  France  and  Spain  441 

O 
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r\  LDCASTLE,  Sir  John,  apprehended  89 
^  His  Account  of  his  Faith  before  the  Arch- 
bifhop,  See.  ibid. 

Fie  is  burnt  112 

Orleans,  Duke  of  ajfajfinated  by  the  Duke  of 
Burgundy  7  5 

Orleans  befieg'd  1 46 

Orleans,  Maid  of  raifes  the  Courage  of  the  French 

148 

phe  Siege  rais'd  149 

Duke  of  Bedford**  Letter  concerning  the  Maid  of 
Orleans  1 5° 

Oxford ,  Earl  of  find  565 

P 

PAR  L  I A  ME  NT  quarrel  with  the  Ad- 
minijlration  20 

Phey force  the  King  to  difeardhis  Miniflers  it 
phe  difaffefted  Lords  procure  a  Parliament  to 
ratify  their  Proceedings  4  5 

phe  Ails  of  the  Unmerciful  Parliament  repeal'd 

33 

phe  Lords  impeach'd  who  put  a  force  upon  the 
King  in  that  Parliament  ibid. 

phe  Parliament  delegate  their  Authority  to  a 
Committee  _  34 

phey  contribute  to  ?nake  the  King  Arbitrary  35 
One  conven'd  without  ijfuing  out  lVrits>  and  with¬ 
out  any  Election  5° 

Phe  Sheriffs  order'd  to  return  none  but  Blockheads 

70 

Phey  arc  call'd  the  Lack  Learning  Parliament 

71 

An  Aft  for  the  Freedom  of  Elcff ions  _  7  3 

An  Artifice  of  the  Court  to  obtain  a  Supply  ibid, 
Phe  Sheriffs  order'd  to  return  Members  devoted 
to  the  Court  .  7  7 

Phe  King  defires  a  perpetual  Bill  of  Credit  Ip 

phe  Names  of  the  Perfons  elefted  to  be  return  d 
in  Indentures  feal'dby  the  Elcffors  and  re fpc St¬ 
ive  Sheriffs  ,  ^7 

phe  fir  (l  Parliament  after  Hen.  5  th's  Ac  ceffion  91 
Phey  take  Notice  of  the  Violation  of  the  Laws  in 
the  late  Reign  ibid. 

Members  to  be  refident  where  chofen  91,111 

parliament 
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Parliament  of  England,  ‘Proceeding  therein  109 
Supplies  given  with  a  borrowing  Claufe  ibid 
‘Tumultuous  Elections  \6z 

Money  obtain'd  tinder  Pretence  of  renewing  the 
War  169 

They  juftify  the  ‘Luke  of  York’s  Conduct  195 
He  lays  his  Title  before  the  Parliament  204 
Their  Lctermi nation  as  to  the  Right  of  the  two 
Houfes  20  6 

Knights  of  Shires  to  be  Trefident  in  the  Counties 
where  they  are  chofen  214 

The  Method  of  electing  Members  2x5 

They  repeal  all  Afts  againjl  the  Yorkifts  219 
Leclare  Edward  King ,  and  the  three  Henry’s 
Ufurpers  ibid. 

They  declare  Edward  a  Ufurper ,  and  limit  the 
Crown  to  Henry,  £fc.  235 

The  Aft s  of  Henry  VI.  repeal'd,  and  the  Crown 
refettled  on  Edward  and  his  Heirs,  245 

Reflations  of  Parliament  concerning  Edward  IV 
Title  2  6S 

The  Succejfion  fettled  313 

Refolv'd  that  theCrown  takes  a  way  all  Lefcfts  314 
Paris,  theLuke  of  Burgundy  inarches  againjl  it  nt 
Henry  Y.  coins  Money  there  12  6 

Paris  lojl  159 

Pattai  Battel  149 

Paupers  to  have  Original  Writs ,  &c.  gratis  386 
Pembroke,  Earl  of,  defeated  by  the  Earl  of 
March  near  Mortimer’s-Crofs  210 

Perkin,  a  count  erf eitLuke  e/York,  appears  544 
An  Account  of  him  ibid. 

The  Lut  chefs  of  burgundy  acknowledges  he  is  her 
Nephew 

He  lands  in  Ireland 
He  goes  to  Scotland 
He  and  the  Scots  invade  England 
They  plunder  the  Borders  and  return 
He  is  oblig'd  to  quit  that  Kingdom 
The  Cornifh.  Men  invite  Perkin  over  from  Ire¬ 
land  355 

He  attacks  Exeter,  hit  is  repuls'd  35^ 

He  takes  Sanftuary,  and  his  Army  is  difpers'd  356 
He  is  expos'd  and  oblig'd  to  make  a  publick  Con * 
feffion  357 

Vol.  XVIII,  P  p  p  Hs 


346 

350 

ibid. 

35* 

ibid. 

354 


2.15 

67 

74 

l6i 

27  £ 
360 
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Jfi?  is  committed  to  the  Tower  3  5B 

He  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  -put  to  Death  on  a 
Dretence  of  their  plotting  to  efcape  ibid. 

Philpot,  Alderman,  takes  a  Scotilh  Dyrate  and  1 5 
Ships  5 

\ Thilofopher's  Stone ,  Searches  after  it  in  the 
Reigti  of  Henry  VI. 

Piercy  kill'd 

i Plague ,  a  great  one  in  England 
! Plague  in  England  and  France 
j Plague  twice  tnthc  Reign  0/ Ed  ward  IV. 

I "Plague  obliges  the  Court  to  remove  to  Calais 
Polydore  Virgil,  the  Reafon  of  his  being profe - 
cutedby  Wolfe y  ^  43 1 

Dopes,  two  contending  ones  depos'd,  and  a  third  e- 
letted  1$ 

Dope  raifes  Money  by  the  Jubilee  3  5  9 

Dope  fammons  a  Council  at  Rome,  and  excom¬ 
municates  the  French  King  and  the  King  of 
Havarre  4° 1 

Julius  W.dies  4°S 

Portugal,  an  Army  fent  thither  under  the  Earl  of 
Cambridge  7 

Poyning’j  Law  made  in  Ireland 
Dreaching ,  none  to  preach  without  a  Licenfe  86 
Driors  Aliens,  their  Revenues  feiz'd  9Z 

5 fheir  Lands  given  to  the  King  9  5 

An  A  Si  refraining  them  to  accept  any  Benefices 
in  England  *32 

Drinting  firft  introduc' d  ,  271 

Drovifors  and  Dreemttnire  Statutes  enforc'd  19* 

5*»87 

Drovifors  Statutes  confirm'd  1 3 2 

Drovifors ,  relating  to  the  Difpofal  of  a  Benefice 
full  of  an  Incumbent,  void  ibid. 

DroteUorfhip  declar'd  void  1 5 z 

Drotettor,  Duke  of  York  made  J95 

Durveyors,  Drovifions  taken  for  the  Ki tig  s  Ufe 
under  40  s.  to  bepaidfor  immediately  86 

RA  P I N  miflaken  in  his  Account  relating  to 
the  imprifoning  Heretical  Dreachers  14 

Miftakes  as  to  Edward  IV.  marrying  the  Lady 
Butler 

HisMiflakesas  to  Trials  by  Court  Martial,  &c-  3 2  3 

R  I- 
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RICHARD  II.  his  Accejfion  and  Coronation 

x 

A  Regency  appointed  a 

A  new  Regency  appointed  3 

Re  pacifies  the  Rebels  1 1 

Several  "Bodies  of  them  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
fuppr ef s' d  ibid. 

fhe  King  married  to  the  Emperor's  Sifter  14 
He  is  cenfiir'd  for  his  Gifts  to  the  Bohemians  1 5 

He  repuljes  the  Scots  and  burns  Edinburgh  16 

Five  Malecontent  Lords  oblige  him  to  put  himfelf 
into  the  Rower  of  a  Commit  e  of  Lords  »x 

R'be  five  Lords  raife  an  Army  of  40000  Men,  and 
demand  Juftice  againft  the  King's  Minifters  24 
fhey  defeat  the  King's  Forces  commanded  by  the 
Duke  (^Ireland  2.5 

5 they  compel  him  to  banifh  feme  of  his  Minifters 
andput  others  to  Death  ibid. 

•they  procure  a  Rarli  ament  to  ratify  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  ibid. 

IVho  raife  a  fax  for  the  XJfe  of  the  Malecontents 
•  z6 


Several  great  Officers  of  State  illegally  executed 

ibid. 

fhe  Lords  make  the  King  pafs  an  Aft  of  Rardon 
for  them  and  their  Adherents  .  *7 

He  takes  the  Government  into  his  Hands  ibid. 
He  is  refus'd  1000  1.  by  the  City  29 

f  heir  Rrivileges  taken  away,  but  rejlcr'd  on  their 
SubmiJJion  _  3® 

fhe  King  goes  to  Ireland  ibid. 

Recall'd  from  thence  to  fupprefs  the  Lollards  ibid. 
He  attends  the  Duke  of  Ireland's  Funeral  _  3* 
He  marries  the  French  King's  Daughter  ibid, 
fhe  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick  fent  to  the 
lower  33 

fhe  Lords  impeach'd ,  who  put  a  Force  upon  the 
King  in  the  Unmerciful  Raliament  ibid. 

He  feizes  the  Eft  ate  of  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  36 
Seventeen  Counties  charg'd  with  Ire  a  fen,  afid 


forc'd  to  buy  their  Reace  ibm. 

f  he  King  goes  over  to  Ireland  ibid. 

Great  Sums  extorted  to  pay  the  Army  ibid. 
fhe  Miniftry  generally  deferted  __  3^ 

Richard  returns  from  Ireland  ibid 

P  p  p  a  -fife 
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Simnel,  the  counterfeit  Earl  of  Warwick,  anln- 
furreft  ion  fomented  under  him  319 

He  is  crown  4  in  Ireland  322 

He  lands  in  England  ibid- 

He  is  taken  Prifoner  513 

Soldiers,  the  Method  of  raifing  them  in  the  Reign 
of  Henry  VI.  154 

Somerfet,  Duke  of ,  Regent  of  France  171 

Somerfet,  Duke  of,  made  Prime  Minifier  186 
He  ijfues  out  Orders  againfl  the  Duke  of  York 

ibid. 

He  is  fent  to  the  Towor  19a 

Duke  of  York  difmifs'd  and  Somerfet  reft  or' d 

ibid. 

They  refer  their  Differences  to  certain  Lords 

ibid. 

Somerfet  kill'd  194 

Spurs  Eatt el  41a 

Statutes peifs' d  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII.  584 
Stanley,  Sir  William,  executed  348 

Stews ,  no  Perfons  d  we  ling  there  to  he  of  a  Jewry 

214 

Stoke  Sattel  313 

Straw,  Jack,  an  Infur reftion  hy  him  on  the  levy¬ 
ing  a  Poll  ’Tax  8 

Succeffion,  England  and  France,  fettled  on  Henry 
IV’s  Sons  by  Name  87 

Succeffion  of  the  Crown,  the  dethroning  of  Ri¬ 
chard  II.  declar'd  illegal ,  and  the  three  Henry s 
Ufurpers 

Succeffion  of  the  Crown  fettled  hy  Parliament 

3i5 

Succeffion ,  Refolvd  that  the  Crown  takes  away  all 
Defells  #  3 1 4 

Suffolk,  Duke,  charg'd  with  betraying  the  King¬ 
dom  to  the  French  *77 

He  is  beheaded  by  a  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War  18a 
Suffo/k,  Earl,  beheaded  4  * 1 

Sweating  Sicknefs  ^“id» 

T 

TALBOT  defends  Normandy  i6l 

*  Taxes  extraordinary  rais'd  $ 9 

Taxes  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  V.  3  3 4 

Taxes  proportion'd  to  the  Circumflances  of  the 

Subject  1 '  $ 

Taxes 


zjC 

270 

410 

412 

241 

8? 

415 

217 

118 

119 
121 
160 
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Taxes  in  the  Reign  of  Hen.  VI. 

Taxes  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  IV. 

Terouen  bejieged 
It  Surrenders 
Tewksbury  "Battel 

T mgue ,  Felony  to  cut  any  Ter  fan's  out 
Toumay  City  taken 
Towton  Battel 
Troyes  Treaty 

Henry  V.  marries  the  Trineefs  Katherine 
The  Treaty  ratified  by  the  States  of  France 
Tudor,  Owen,  committed  to  Newgate 
Tyler,  Wat,  an  InfurreSlion  by  him,  on  levying  a 
T ole-Tax  g 

Ball’s  Sermon  to  the  Rebels  p 

They  come  to  London  IO 

Burn  the  Savoy,  the  Temple,  &c.  ibid. 

The  Archbijhop,  the  Lord  Treafurer ,  &c.  be¬ 
headed  by  them  x  £ 

Tyler  attack'd  by  the  Lord  Mayor ,  and  is  kill'd 

■  n  ibid. 

An  Act  made  againjl  Villains  and  Bondfnen  in 
the  Reign  e/Richard  II.  I? 

V  5 

\[  ENETIANS,  a  Confederacy  of  mojl  of 
’  the  Tower  of  Europe  againjl  them  397 
They  lofe  almoft  all  their  Territories  in  Italy 

3  98 

Villains  and  Rondfmen,  an  Act  made  againjl 
them  in  the  Reign  c/Richard  II.  i~- 

Their  ManumiJ/ioHS  declar'd  void,  and  made  Trea- 
fon  to  excite  Tumults  i  bi  d 

W 

TI^AKEFIELD  "Battel  207 

Walworth,  Lord-Mayor ,  attacks  Wat  Ty¬ 
ler,  andkills  him  it 

Wales,  Trineefs  of  the  King's  Mother,  dies  17 
Wales,  an  InfurreClion  there  by  Owen  Glendour 

5<j 

Wales,  the  Welfh  defeated  by  the  Trince 
Wales 

Twelve  thousand  French  land  there 
The  Welfh  forc'd  to  fubmit 
Wales,  Trince ,  his  Frolicks 
War  with  France  renew'd 


of 

IT 

7* 

Id 

80 


*7? 

Warwick* 


The  T  A  B  L  E. 


Warwick,  "Early  draws  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  into  a  Con f piracy  a- 
gainf  Edward  IV.  and  marries 


229 

234 

235 
Earls, 

239 


his  Daughter  to  him 
Ahey  land  at  Dartmouth 
They  are  made  Regents 
Warwick  and  Montague 
kill'd 

Warwick,  Earl,  put  to  Death,  on 
a  Pretence  of  his  plotting  with 
Perkin  to  efcape  358 

Welchmen  not  topurchafe  Lands  in 
England  86 

Wickliff,  Do  Bor,  dies  1 6 

His  DoBrines  condemn'd  76 

Winchefter,  Bjjhop,  a  Quarrel  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  Duke  of  G  lou- 
cefter  143,  15 1 

He  dies  172 

Wolfey’i  Advancement  395 

He  is  made  Biffiop  of  Lincoln  and 
Adminifrator  of  T ournay  421 
Francis  the  French  King  procures 
him  a  Cardinal' s  Cap  to  pacify 

him  431 

Abe  Rea/on  of  his  pro/ecu  ting  Poly- 
dore  Virgil  43  2 

He  reigns  at  Court  without  a  Rival 

ibid. 

He  fipulates  for  a  Penfeon  434 

He  is  chargd.  with  Pride,  Cove- 
toufnefs,  See.  435 

His  Defence  by  Dr.  F lddes  ib. 
He  calls  the  Officers  of  the  King's 
Revenues  to  an  Account  443 

Juflice  duly  adminifred  by  him  ib. 
Women,  carrying  them  away  or  de¬ 
filing  them  againf  their  Confent, 
Felony  3  85 


YORK,  Duke,  fucceeds  the 
Earl  of  March  1 40 

Abe  Court  jealous  of  him  17  2 
Ahey  deprive  him  of  the  Regency  of 
France  ibid. 

He  is  fent  to  Ireland  j  76 

Orders  iffiud  out  againf  the  Duke  of 
York,  who  returns  to  England 
tojuffy  his  Conduct  1 86 


F  I  N 


He  is  in  a  Confpiracy  with  hisTriend  ' 
againf  the  Minifry  188 

He  marches  towards  London  ibid. 
He  lays  down  his  Arms  1  89 

He  is  committed  but  releas'd  again 

ibid. 

He  is  made  Protector  1  9  2 

He  is  difmifs'd  and  Sommerfet  re- 
for'd  ibid. 

Ahey  ref  err  their  Differences  to  cer¬ 
tain  Lords  ibid. 

York  raifes  another  Army  in  Wales 

193 

Abe  King  and  Sommerfet  march  a- 
gainf  him  ib. 

Abe  Parliament  juf  ify  the  Duke's 
Conduct  1 9  5 

He  is  made  P  rote  Bor  ibid. 

He  is  difmifs'd  from  Court  again  ib. 
Ahe  fueen  endeavours  to  furprize  the 
Duke,  but  he  efcape s  196 

Ahe  Yorkifts  and  Laucaftrians  j'ub- 
mit  to  another  Arbitration  197 
Ahey  take  up  their  Quarters  in  Lon¬ 
don  with  their  Adherents  ibid. 
Ahey  are  reconcil d in  Appearance  ib. 
Abe  Yorkifts  arm  again  198 

Ahey  are  deferted  by  their  Aroops  200 
Ahey  difperfe  ibid, 

Ahey  are  attainted  of  Higb-Areafon 

ibid, 

A  Commiffon  ijfu'd  to  try  the  Ad¬ 
herents  of  the  Duke  20 1 

Ahe  Duke  lays  his  Aitle  before  the 
P  arliamcnt  204 

ObjeBions  made  to  his  Aitle  205 
Ahe  ObjeBions  anfwet'd  by  the  Duke 

ibid. 

Ahe  Determination  of  P 'arliamcnt 
as  to  the  Right  of  the  two  Houjes 

206 

Ahe  Duke  kill'd  20 7 

Some  Remarks  on  his  ConduB  208 
Ahe  Parliament  repeal  all  ABs  a- 
gainfi  the  Y orkifts  2 1 9 

Henry  VII.  difountenances  the 
Yorkifts  318 

York,  Duke,  and  Edward  V.  mur¬ 
der  d  in  the  Lower  29 1 

I  S, 
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